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PREFACE. 


THE  reprefentation  now  given  to  the  publick 
relates  to  fome  of  the  moft  effential  privile- 
ges of  the  houfe  of  commons.  It  would  appear 
of  little  importance,  if  it  were  to  be  judged  by  its 
reception  in  the  place  where  it  was  propofed. 
There  it  was  rejected  without  debate.  The  fub- 
ject  matter  may,  perhaps,  hereafter  appear  to 
merit  a  more  ferious  confideration.  Thinking 
men  will  fcarcely  regard  the  penal  diffolution  of 
a  parliament  as  a  very  trifling  concern.  Such  a 
diffolution  muft  operate  forcibly  as  an  example ; 
and  it  much  imports  the  people  of  this  kingdom 
to  confider  what  leffon  that  example  is  to  teach. 

The  late  houfe  of  commons  was  not  accufed  of 
an  interefted  compliance  to  the  will  of  a  court. 
The  charge  againft  them  was  of  a  different  nature. 
They  were  charged  with  being  actuated  by  an  ex- 
travagant fpirit  of  independency-  This  fpecies  of 
offence  is  fo  clofely  connected  with  merit ;  this 
vice  bears  fo  near  a  refemblance  to  virtue ;  that 
the  flight  of  an  houfe  of  commons  above  the 
exact  temperate  medium  of  independence,  ought 
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to  be  correctly  afcertained,  left  we  give  encourage- 
ment to  difpofitions  of  a  lefs  generous  nature,  and 
lefs  fafe  for  the  people  ;  we  ought  to  call  for  very 
folid  and  convincing  proofs  of  the  exiftence,  and 
of  the  magnitude  too  of  the  evils,  which  are  charg- 
ed to  an  independent  fpirit,  before  we  give  fanc- 
tion  to  any  meafure,  that  by  checking  a  fpirit  fo 
eafily  damped,  and  fo  hard  to  be  excited,  may  af- 
fecl:  the  liberty  of  a  part  of  our  conftitution,  which, 
IF  not  free,  is  worfe  than  ufelefs. 

The  editor  does  not  deny,  that  by  poflibility 
fiich  an  abufe  may  exift  :  but  primd  fronte,  there 
is  no  reafon  to  prefume  it.  The  houfe  of  com- 
mons is  n©t,  by  its  complexion,  peculiarly  fubjecl 
to  the  difterrrpers  of  an  independent  habit.  Very 
little  compulfion  is  neceflary,  en  the  part  of  the 
people,  to  -render  it  abundantly  complaifant  to  mi- 
nifters  and  favourites  of  all  defcriptions.  It  re- 
quired a  great  length  of  time,  very  confiderable 
induftry  and  perfeverance,  no  vulgar  policy,  the 
union  of  many  men  and  many  tempers,  and  the 
concurrence  of  events  which  do  not  happen  every 
day,  to  build  up  an  independent  houfe  of  com- 
mons. Its  demolition  was  accomplished  in  a  mo- 
ment ;  and  it  was  the  work  of  ordinary  hands. 
But  to  conftruct  is  a  matter  of  fkill ;  to  demo- 
Kfli,  force  and  fury  are  fufficient. 

The  late  houfe  of  commons  has  been  punimed 
for  its   independence.     That  example   is  made. 

Have 
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{lave  we  an  example  on  record,  of  an  houfe  of 
commons  punifhed  for  its  fervility  ?  The  rewards 
of  a  fenate  fo  difpofed,  are  manifeft  to  the  world. 
Several  gentlemen  are  very  defirous  of  altering  the 
conftitution  of  the  houfe  of  commons  :  but  they 
muft  alter  the  frame  and  conftitution  of  human 
nature  itfelf,  before  they  can  fo  fafhion  it  by  any 
mode  of  election,  that  its  conduct  will  not  be  in- 
fluenced by  reward  and  punimment;  by  fame,  and 
by  difgrace.  If  thefe  examples  take  root  in  the 
minds  of  men,  what  members  hereafter  will  be 
bold  enough  not  to  be  corrupt  ?  Efpecially  as  the 
king's  high-way  of  obfequiouihefs  is  fo  very  broad 
and  eafy.  To  make  a  paffive  member  of  parlia- 
ment, no  dignity  of  mind,  no  principles  of  ho- 
nour, no  refolution,  no  ability,  no  induftry,  no 
learning,  no  experience  are  in  t],ie  leaft  degree  ne- 
ceflary.  To  defend  a  poft  of  importance  againft  a 
powerful  enemy,  requires  an  Elliot ;  a  drunken 
invalid  is  qualified  to  hoift  a  white  flag,  or  to  de- 
liver up  the  keys  of  the  fortrefs  on  his  knees. 

The  gentlemen  chofen  into  this  parliament,  for 
the  purpofe  of  this  furrender,  were  bred  to  better 
things  ;  and  are  no  doubt  qualified  for  other  fer- 
vice.  But  for  this  ftrenuous  exertion  of  inacti- 
vity, for  the  vigorous  talk  of  fubmiflion  and  paf- 
five obedience,  all  their  learning  and  ability  are  ra- 
ther a  matter  of  perfonal  ornament  to  themfelves, 
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than  of  the  leaft  ufe  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty. 

The  prefent  furrender,  therefore,  of  rights  and 
privileges,  without  examination,  and  the  refolu- 
tion  to  fupport  any  minifter  given  by  the  fecret 
advifers  of  the  crown,  determines  not  only  on  all 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  houfe,  but  it  fettles 
the  character  and  defcription  of  the  men  who  are 
to  compofe  it ;  and  perpetuates  that  character  as 
long  as  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to  keep  up  a 
phantom  of  popular  reprefentation. 

It  is  for  the  chance  of  fome  amendment  before 
this  new  fettlement  takes  a  permanent  form,  and 
while  the  matter  is  yet  foft  and  ductile,  that  the 
Editor  has  republiflied  this  piece,  and  added  fome 
notes  and  explanations  to  it.  His  intentions,  he 
hopes,  will  excufe,  him  to  the  original  mover,  and 
to  the  world.  He  acts  from  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  the 
incurable  ill  effects  of  holding  out  the  conduct  of 
the  late  houfe  of  commons,  as  an  example  to  be 
ftiunned  by  future  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 
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Luna,  14°  Die  Junij,  1784. 

A  MOTION  was  made,  That  a  reprefentation 
be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  moft  humbly 
to  offer  to  his  royal  confideration,  that  the  ad- 
drefs  of  this  houfe,  upon  his  majefty's  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  was  dictated  folely4>y  our  conviction 
of  his  majefty's  own  moft  gracious  intentions  to- 
wards his  people,  which,  as  we  feel  with  gratitude, 
fo  we  are  ever  ready  to  acknowledge  with  chear- 
fulnefs  and  fatisfaction. 

Imprefled  with  thefe  fentiments,  We  were  will- 
ing to  feparate  from  our  general  expreflions  of 
duty,  refpect,  and  veneration  to  his  majefty's  royal 
perfon  and  his  princely  virtues,  all  difcuflion  what- 
ever, with  relation  to  feveral  of  the  matters  fug- 
gefted,  and  feveral  of  the  expreflions  employed,  in 
that  fpeech, 

6  That 


* 

That  it  was  not  fit  or  becoming,  that  any  etc* 
cidcd  opinion  fhould  be  formed  by  his  faithful 
commons,  on  that  fpeech,  without  a  degree  of  de- 
liberation adequate  to  the  importance  of  the  ob- 
jeft.  Having  afforded  ourfelves  due  time  for  that 
deliberation,  we  do  now  moft  humbly  beg  leave 
to  reprefent  to  his  majefty,  thatr  in  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  his  miniftcrs  have  thought  pro- 
per to  ufe  a  language  of  a  very  alarming  import, 
unauthorized  by  the  practice  o*f  good  times,  and  ir- 
reconcileable  to  the  principles  of  this  government. 

Humbly  to  exprefs  to  his  majeity,  that  it  is  the 
privilege  and  duty  of  this  houfe  to  guard  the  con- 
ilitution  from  all  infringement  on  the  part  of  mi- 
nifters  j  and,  whenever  the  occafion  requires  itr 
to  warn  them  againft  any  abufe  of  the  authorities- 
committed  to  them :  but  it  is  very  lately,*  that 
in  a  manner  not  more  unfeernly  than  irregular 
and  prepofterous,  minifters  have  thought  proper,, 
by  admonition  from  the  throne,  implying  diftruft 
and  reproach,  to  convey  the  expectations  of  the 
people  to  us,  their  fole  reprefentativesjf  and  have 

*  See  King's  Speech,  Dec.  5,  1782,  and  May  19,  1784. 

t  "  I  will  never  fubinit  to  the  doftrines-  i  hrm:  heard  this  day- 
from  the  woolfack,  that  the  other  houfe  [houfe  ol'  commons]  arc 
the  only  rcprcfentatives  and  guardians  of  the  people's  rights  ;  I 
boldly  maintain  the  contrary — I  fay  this  houfe  [houfe  of  lords]. 
is  equally  the  rcprffentatl'ves  of  the  people. ' '  Lord  Shelburnt ' sfpe ecb^ 
8,  1778.  FiJe  Parliamentary  Regijleft  vol.  10,  page  392.. 

prefumed 
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prefumed  to  caution  us,  the  natural  guardians  of 
the  conftitution,  againft  any  infringement  of  it  on 
our  parts. 

This  dangerous  innovation  we,  his  faithful  com- 
mons, think  it  our  duty  to  mark ;  and  as  thefe 
admonitions  from  the  throne,  by  their  frequent 
repetition,  feem  intended  to  lead  gradually  to  the 
eftablimment  of  an  ufage,  we  hold  ourfelves  bound 
thus  folemnly  to  proteft  againft  them. 

This  houfe  will  be,  as  it  ever  ought  to  be,  anxi- 
oufly  attentive  to  the  inclinations  and  interefts  of 
its  conftituents  :  nor  do  we  defire  to  ftraiten  any" 
of  the  avenues  to  the  throne,  or  to  either  houfc 
of  parliament.  But  the  ancient  order,  in  which 
the  rights  of  the  people  have  been  exercifed,  is 
not  a  reftriction  of  thefe  rights.  It  is  a  method 
providently  framed  in  favour  of  thofe  privileges, 
which  it  preierves  and  enforces  by  keeping  in  that 
courfe  which  has  been  found  the  mofl  effectual  for 
anfwering  their  ends.  His  majefty  may  receive 
the  opinions  and  wifhes  of  individuals  under  their 
iignatures,  and  of  bodies  corporate  under  their 
feals,  as  expreffing  their  own- particular  fenfe  :  and 
he  may  grant  fuch  redrefs  as  the  legal  powers  of 
the  crown  enable  the  crown  to  afford.  This, 
and  the  other  houfe  of  parliament,  may  alfo  re- 
ceive the  wifhes  of  fuch  corporations  and  indivi- 
duals by  petition.  The  collective  fenfe  of  his 
people  his  majefty  is  to  receive  from  his  commons 

in 
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in  parliament  aflembled.  It  would  deftroy  the 
whole  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  if  his  commons 
were  to  receive  that  fenfe  from  the  miniflefs  of 
the  crown,  or  to  admit  them  to  be  a  proper  or 
a  regular  channel  for  conveying  it. 

That  the  minifters  in  the  faid  fpeech  declare, 
"  His  majefty  has  a  juft  and  confident  reliance, 
"  that  we  (his  faithful  commons)  are  animated 
"  with  the  fame  fentiments  of  loyalty,  and  the 
"  fame  attachment  to  our  excellent  conftitution, 
*e  which  he  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  fo  fully  mani- 
"  fefted  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom." 

To  reprefent,  that  his  faithful  commons  have 
never  failed  in  loyalty  to  his  majefty.  It  is  new 
to  them  to  be  reminded  of  it.  It  is  unneceffary 
and  invidious  to  prefs  it  upon  them  by  any  ex- 
ample. This  recommendation  of  loyalty,  after  his 
majefty  has  fat  for  fo  many  years,  with  the  full 
fupport  of  all  defer iptions  of  his  fubjects,  on  the 
throne  of  this  kingdom,  at  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  without  any  pretence  of  the  exiftence 
or  apprehenlion  of  war  or  confpiracy,  becomes 
in  itfelf  a  fource  of  no  fmall  jealoufy  to  his  faithful 
commons ;  as  many  circumftances  lead  us  to  ap- 
prehend that  therein  the  minifters  have  reference 
to  fome  other  meafures  and  principles  of  loyalty, 
and  to  fome  other  ideas  of  the  conftitution,  than 
the  laws  require,  or  the  practice  of  parliament  will 
admit, 

No 
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No  regular  communication  of  the  proofs  of 
Joyalty  and  attachment  to  the  conftitution,  allud- 
ed to  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  have  been  laid 
before  this  houfe,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  judge 
of  the  nature,  tendency,  or  occafion  of  them ;  or 
in  what  particular  acts  they  were  difplayed ;  but 
if  we  are  to  fuppofe  the  manifestations  of  loyalty 
(which  are  held  out  to  us  as  an  example  for  imita- 
tion) confifl  in  certain  addrefles  delivered  to  his 
majefty,  promifing  fupport  to  his  majefty  in  the 
exercife  of  his  prerogative,  and  thanking  his  ma- 
jefty for  removing  certain  of  his  minifters,  on  ac- 
count of  the  votes  they  have  given  upon  bills  de- 
pending in  parliament, — if  this  be  the  example  of 
loyalty  alluded  to  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
then  we  muft  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our  ferious  con- 
cern for  the  impreffion  which  has  been  made  on 
any  of  our  fellow-fubjecb  by  mifreprefentations, 
which  have  feduced  them  into  a  feeming  approba- 
tion of  proceedings  fubverlive  of  their  own  free- 
dom. We.  conceive,  that  the  opinions  delivered 
in  thefe  papers  were  not  well  confidered ;  nor 
were  the  parties  duly  informed  of  the  nature  of 
the  matters  on  which  they  were  called  to  deter- 
mine, nor  of  thofe  proceedings  of  parliament 
which  they  were  led  to  cenfure. 

We  fhall  act  more  advifedly. — The  loyalty  we 
fhall  manifeft  will  not  be  the  fame  with  theirs ; 
but,  we  truft,  it  will  be  equally  iincere,  and  more 

"  enlightr. 
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enlightened.  It  is  no  flight  authority  which  (hall 
perfuade  us  (by  receiving  as  proofs  of  loyalty  the 
miftaken  principles  lightly  taken  up  in  thefe  ad- 
drefles)  obliquely  to  criminate,  with  the  heavy  and 
Ungrounded  charge  of  difloyalty  and  difaffection, 
an  uncorrupt,  independent,  and  reforming  parlia- 
ment.* Above  all,  we  fhall  take  care  that  none 

of 

*  In  that  parliament  the  houfe  of  commons  by  two  feveral  re- 
folutions  put  an  end  to  the  American  war.  Immediately  on  the 
•change  of  miniftry,  which  enfued,  in  order  to  i  ecu  re  their  own 
independence,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  new  burthens 
on  the  people  by  the  growth  of  a  civil  lift  debt,  they  palTed  the 
•eftablifliment  bill.  By  that  bill  thirty-fix  officts  tenable  by  mem- 
bers of  parliament  were  fuppreffed ;  and  an  order  of  payment 
•was  framed,  by  which  the  growth  of  any  frefh  debt  was.  rendered 
impracticable.  The  debt  on  the  civil  lift  from  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  reign  had  amounted  to  one  million  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  and  upwards.  Another  aft  was  pafled  for  re- 
gulating the  office  of  the  paymafter  general,  and  the  offices  fubor- 
dinate  to  it.  A  million  of  public  money  had  fometimes  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  paymafters :  this  aft  prevented  the  poffibility  of 
any  money  whatfoever  being  accumulated  in  that  office  in  fu- 
ture. The  offices  of  the  exchequer  whofe  emoluments  in  time 
of  war  were  exceffive,  and  grew  in  exact  proportion  to  the  public 
burthens,  were  regulated ;  fome  of  them  fupprefled,  and  the  reft 
reduced  to  fixed  falaries.  To  fecure  the  freedom  of  election 
againft  the  crown,  a  bill  was  pafled  to  difqualify  all  officers  con- 
cerned in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  any  of  its  branches 
from  voting  in  elections;  a  rnoft  important  aft,  not  only  with 
regard  to  its  primary  object,  the  freedom  of  election,  but  as  ma- 
terially forwarding  the  due  colleftion  of  revenue.  For  the  fame 
end,  (the  preferring  the  freedom  of  eleftion)  the  houfe  rescinded 

the 
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of  the  rights  and  privileges,  always  claimed,  and 
fince  the  acceffion  of  his  majefty's  illuftrious  family 
conftantly  exercifed  by  this  houfe  (and  which  we 
hold  and  exercife  in  truft  for  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain,  and  for  their  benefit)  mail  be  con- 
ftructively  furrendered,  or  even  weakened  and  im- 
paired under  ambiguous  phrafes,  and  implications 
of  cenfure  on  the  late  parliamentary  proceedings. 
If  thefe  claims  are  not  well-founded,  they  ought 
to  be  honeftly  abandoned ;  if  they  are  juft,  they 
ought  to  be  fteadily  and  refolutely  maintained. 

Of  his  majefty's  own  gracious  difpofition  to* 
wards  the  true  principles  of  our  free  conftitution, 
his  faithful  commons  never  did,  or  could  enter- 
tain a  doubt :  but  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs 


the  famous  judgment  relative  to  the  Middlefex  election,  and  ex- 
punged it  from  the  journals.  On  the  principle  of  reformation 
of  their  own  houfe,  connected  with  a  principle  of  public  ccco- 
nomy,  an  act  paflcd  for  rendering  contractors  with  government 
incapable  of  a  feat  in  parliament.  The  India  Bill,  (unfortunately 
loft  in  the  houfe  of  lords)  purfued  the  fame  idea  to  its  comple- 
tion ;  and  difubled  all  fervants  of  the  Eaft  India  company  from 
a  feat  in  that  houfe  for  a  certain  time,  and  until  their  conduct 
was  examined  into  and  cleared.  The  remedy  of  infinite  corrup- 
tions and  of  infinite  diforders  and  oppreflions,  as  well  as  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  moft  important  objects  of  public  ceconomy,  periflied 
with  that  bill  and  that  parliament.  That  parliament  alfo  infti- 
tuted  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
in  all  its  branches,  which  profecuted  its  duty  with  great  vigour ; 
and  fuggefted  feveral  material  improvements-. 

to 
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to  his  majefty  our  uneafinefs  concerning  other 
new  and  unufual  expreflions  of  his  minifters,  de- 
claratory of  a  refolution  "  to  fupport  in  their  juft 
"  balance,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  every  branch 
ct  of  the  legiflature." 

It  were  defirable  that  all  hazardous  theories  con- 
cerning a  balance  of  rights  and  privileges  (a  mode 
of  expreflion  wholly  foreign  to  parliamentary 
ufage)  might  have  been  forborne.  His  majefty's 
faithful  commons  are  well  inftrucled  in  their  own 
rights  and  privileges,  which  they  are  determined 
to  maintain  on  the  footing  upon  which  they  were 
handed  down  from  their  anceftors :  they  are  not 
unacquainted  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
houfe  of  peers ;  and  they  know  and  refpect  the 
lawful  prerogatives  of  the  crown :  but  they  do 
not  think  it  fafe  to  admit  any  thing  concerning 
the  exiftence  of  a  balance  of  thofe  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  prerogatives ;  nor  are  they  able  to  dif- 
cern  to  what  objects  minifters  would  apply  their 
fiction  of  balance  ;  nor  what  they  would  confider 
as  a  juft  one.  Thefe  unauthorifed  doctrines  have 
a  tendency  to  ftir  improper  difcuflions ;  and  to  lead 
to  rnifchievous  innovations  in  the  conftitution.* 

That 

*  If  thefe  fpeculations  are  let  loofe,  the   houfe  of  lords  may 
quarrel  with  their  fliaie  of  the  legiflature,  as  being  limited  with 
regard  to  the  origination  of  grants  to  the  crown  and  the  origina- 
tion of  .money  b.lls.     The  advifers  of  the  crown  may  think  pro- 
per 


That  his  faithful  commons  moft  humbly  re- 
commend, inftead  of  the  inconfiderate  fpecula- 
tions  of  unexperienced  men,  that  on  all  occafions, 

refort 

per  to  bring  its  negative  into  ordinary  ufe  ;  and  even  to  difpute, 
whether  a  mere  negative,  compared  with  the  deliberative  power, 
exercifed  in  the  other  houfes,  be  fuch  a  mare  in  the  legiflature, 
as  to  produce  a  due  balance  in  favour  of  that  branch ;  and  thus 
juftify  the  previous  interference  of  the  crown,  in  the  manner 
lately  ufed.  The  following  will  ferve  to  {hew  how  much  foun- 
dation there  is  for  great  caution,  concerning  thefe  novel  fpecula- 
tions.  Lord  Shelburne,  in  his  celebrated  fpeech,  April  8th, 
1778,  exprefles  himfelfas  follows:  Vide  Parliamentary  Regifter, 
vol.  x. 

"  The  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolfack,  in  the  debate 
"  which  opened  the  bufmefs  of  this  day,  aflerted  that  your  lord- 
"  {hips  were  incompetent  to  make  any  alteration  in  a  money 
"  bill,  or  a  bill  of  fupply.  I  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  the  matter 
*'  fully  and  fairly  difcufled,  and  the  fubje<5l  brought  forward  and 
'«  argued  upon  precedent,  as  well  as  all  its  collateral  relations. 
"  I  fhould  be  pleafed  to  fee  the  queftion  fairly  committed,  were 
"  it  for  no  other  reafon,  but  to  hear  the  fleek  fmooth  contra c- 
'*  tors  from  the  other  houfe,  come  to  this  bar  and  declare,  that 
"they,  and  they  only,  could  frame  a  money  bill\  and  they,  and 
"  they  only,  could  tlifpofe  of  the  property  of  the  peers  of  Great  Bri- 
"  tain.  Perhaps  fome  arguments  more  plaufible  than  thofe  I 
*'  heard  this  day  from  the  woolfack,  to  fhew  that  the  commons 
*'  have  an  uncontroulable,  unqualified  right,  to  bind  your  lord- 
**  mips'  property,  may  be  urged  by  them.  At  prefent,  I  beg 
"  leave  to  differ  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord  ;  for  until  the 
*'  claim,  after  a  folemn  difcuffion  of  the  houfe,  is  openly  and 
*'  direftly  relinquifhed,  I  fhall  continue  to  be  of  opinion,  that 
"  your  lordfliips  have  a  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  rejed  a  money 
"  bill." 

Th« 
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refort  mould  be  had  to  the  happy  pradice  of  par- 
liament, and  to  thofe  folid  maxims  of  government 
which  have  prevailed  fince  the  accefiion  of  his  ma- 
jetty's  illuftrious  family,  as  furnifhing  the  only 
fafe  principles  on  which  the  crown  and  parliament 
can  proceed. 

We  think  it  the  more  neceffary  to  be  cautious 
on  this  head,  as,  in  the  laft  parliament,  the  prefent 
minifters  had  thought  proper  to  countenance,  if 
not  to  fuggeft,  an  attack  upon  the  moft  clear  and 
•undoubted  rights  and  privileges  of  this  houfe.* 

Fearing, 

The  duke  of  Richmonfl  alfo,  in  his  letter  to  the  volunteers  of 
Ireland,  fpeaks'of  feveralbf  the  powers  exercifed  by  the  houfe 
of  commons,  in  the  lighsof  ufurpations ;  and  his  grace  is  of 
opinion,  that  when  the  people  are  reftored  to  what  be  conceives 
to  be  their  rights,  in  electing  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  other 
branches  of  the  legiflature  ought  to  be  reftored  to  theirs.  Vid<? 
Remembrancer,  vol.  xvi. 

*  By  an  acl:  of  parliament,  the  directors  of  the  Eaft  India 
€ornpany  are  restrained  from  acceptance  of  bills  drawn  from 
India,  beyond  a  certain  amount,  without  the  confent  of  the  coirtT 
miffioners  of  the  treafury.  The  late  houfe  of  commons  finding 
bills  to  an  immenfe  amount,  drawn  upon  that  body  by  their  fer- 
vants  abroad,  and  knowing  their  circumftances  to  be  exceeding 
doubtful,  came  to  a  refolution  providently  cautioning  the  lords  of 
the  treafury  againft  the  acceptance  of  thefe  bills,  until  the  houfe 
fiiould  otherwife  direft.  The  court  lords  then  took  occalion  to 
declare  againft  the  refolution  as  illegal,  by  the  commons  under-, 
taking  to  direct  in  the  execution  of  a  truft  created  by  acl;  of  par- 
liament.  The  houfe  juftly  alarmed  at  this  refolution,  which 
went  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  whole  of  its  fuperintending  capa-» 

city, 
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fearing,  from  thefe  extraordinary  admonitions, 
and  from  the  new  doctrines,  which  feem  to  have 
dictated  feveral  unufual  expreilions,  that  his  ma- 
jefly  has  been  abufed  by  falfe  reprefentations  of  the 
late  proceedings  in  parliament,  we  think  it  our 
duty  refpectfully  to  inform  his  majefty,  that  no 
attempt  whatever  has  been  made  againft  his  law- 
ful prerogatives,  or  againft  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  peers,  by  the  late  houfe  of  commons, 
in  any  of  their  addreffes,  votes,  or  refolutions  x 
neither  do  we  know  of  any  proceeding  by  bill,  in 
which  it  was  propofed  to  abridge  the  extent  of  his 
royal  prerogative  :  but,  if  fuch  provision  had  ex- 
ifted  in  any  bill,  we  proteft,  and  we  declare,  againft 
all  fpeeches,  ads  or  addrefles,  from  any  perfons 
whatfoever,  which  have  a  tendency  to  confider 
fuch  bills,  or  the  perfons  concerned  in  them,  as 
juft  objects  of  any  kind  of  cenfure  and  punimment 
from  the  throne.  Neceffary  reformations  may 
hereafter  require,  as  they  have  frequently  done  in 
former  times,  limitations  and  abridgments,  and 

city,  and  particularly  in  matters  relative  to  its  own  province  of 
money,  direcled  a  committee  to  fearch  tae  journals,  and  they 
found  a  regular  feries  of  precedents,  commencing  from  the  re- 
motefl  of  tliofe  records,  and  carried  on  to  that  day,  by  which  it 
appeared,  that  the  houfe  interfered  by  an  authoritative  advice  and 
admonition,  Upon  every  acl:  of  executive  government  without  ex- 
ception; and  in  many  much  fcronger  cafes  than  that  which  the 
lords  thought  proper  to  quarrel  with. 

VOL.  V,  C  in 
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m  feme  cafes  an  entire  extinction  of  fome  branch 
of  prerogative.  If  bills  Ihould  be  improper  in  the 
form  in  which  they  appear  in  the  houfe  where 
they  originate,  they  are  liable,  by  the  wifdom  of 
this  constitution,  to  be  corrected,  and  even  to  be 
totally  fet  afide,  elfewhcre.  This  is  the  known, 
the  legal,  and  the  fafe  remedy :  but  whatever,  by 
the  manifeftation  of  the  royal  difpleafure,  tends  to 
intimidate  individual  members  from  propofing, 
or  this  houfe  from  receiving,  debating,  and  pafl- 
ing  bills,  tends  to  prevent  even  the  beginning  of 
every  reformation  in  the  ftate ;  and  utterly  de- 
ftroys  the  deliberative  capacity  of  parliament. — 
We  therefore  cla-im,  demand,  and  infift  upon  it, 
as  our  undoubted  right,  that  no  perfons  lhall  be 
deemed  proper  objects  of  animadverlion  by  the 
crown,  in  any  mode  whatever,  for  the  votes 
which  they  give,  or  the  proportions  which  they 
make,  in  parliament. 

We  humbly  conceive,  that  befides  its  fhare  of 
the  legiflative  power,  and  its  right  of  impeach> 
ment,  that  by  the  law  and  ufage  of  parliament, 
this  houfe  has  other  powers  and  capacities,  which 
it  is  bound  to  maintain.  This  houfe  is  allured, 
that  our  humble  advice  on  the  exercife  of  prero- 
gative will  be  heard  with  the  fame  attention  with 
which  it  has  ever  been  regarded ;  and  that  it  will 
be  followed  by  the  fame  effects  which  it  has  ever 
produced,  during  the  happy'  and  glorious  reigns 

of 
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of  his  majefty's  royal  progenitors  ;  not  doubting 
but  that,  in  all  thofe  points,  we  mall  be  confidered 
as  a  council  of  wifdom  and  weight  to  advife,  and 
not  merely  as  an  accufer  of  competence  to  crimi- 
nate.*    This  houfe  claims  both  capacities ;  and 
we  truft  that  we  mall  be  left  to  our  free  difcretion 
which  of  them  we  lhall  employ  as  beft  calculated 
for  his  majefty's,  and  the  national  fervice.— "When- 
ever we  mail  fee  it  expedient  to  offer  our  advice 
concerning  his  majefty's  fervants,  who  are  thofe 
of  the  publick,  we  confidently  hope,  that  the  per- 
fonal  favour  of  any  minifter,  or  any  fet  of  mini- 
fters,  will  not  be  more  dear  to  his  majefty,  than 
the  credit  and  character  of  an  houfe  of  commons. 
It  is  an  experiment  full  of  peril  to  put  the  repre- 
fentative  wifdom  and  juftice  of  his  majefty 's  people 
in  the  wrong ;  it  is  a  crooked  and  defperate  de- 
lign,  leading  to  mifchief,  the  extent  of  which  no 
human  wifdom  can  forefee,  to  attempt  to  form  a 
prerogative  party  in  the  nation,  to  be  reforted  to 
as  occafion  {hall  require,  in  derogation  from  the 
authority  of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par- 
liament aflembled :  it  is  a  contrivance  full  of  dan- 
ger, for  miniflers  to  fet  up  the  reprefentative  and 


*  "  I  obftrve  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  is  no  change  or 
complaint  fuggefted  agaiiift  my  prefent  minifters."— 'The  kin^s 
answer,  Zbth  February  1784,  to  the  aildrefs  of  the  hcufe  of  commons* 
Vide  Rffdutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  printed  for  Deleft,  p.  31. 
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conftituent  bodies  of  the  commons  of  this  king- 
dom as  two  fcparate  and  diitincl  powers,  formed 
to  counterpoiie  each  other,  leaving  the  preference 
in  the  hands  of  fecret  advifers  of  the  crown.     In 
fuch  a  fituatkm  of  tilings,  thcfe  advifers,  taking 
advantage  of  the  differences  which  may  acciden- 
tally arife,  or  may  purpofely  be  fomented  between 
them,  will  have  it  in  their  choice  to  refort  to  the 
one  or  the  other,  as  may  beft  luit  the  purpofes  of 
their  finifter  ambition.     By  exciting  an  emulation 
and  conteft  between  the  reprefentative  and  the 
conftituent  bodies,  as  parties  contending  for  credit 
and  influence  at  the  throne,  facrifices  will  be  made 
by  both ;  and  the  whole  can  end  in  nothing  elfe 
than  the  deftruction  of  the  deareft  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  nation.  If  there  muft  be  another  mode 
of  conveying  the  collective  fenfe  of  the  people  to- 
the  throne  than  that  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  it 
ought  to  be  fixed  and  defined,  and  its  authority 
ought  to  be  fettled:  it  ought  not  to  exift  in  fo  pre- 
carious  and  dependent  a  ftate  as  that  minifters- 
Ihould  have  it  in  their  power,  at  their  own  mere 
pleafure,  to  acknowledge  it  with  refpecl,  or  to  re* 
jecl  it  with  {corn. 

It  is  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown 
to  diflblve  parliament ;  but  we  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  his  majefty,  that  it  is,  of  all  the  trufts  veft- 
cd  in  his  majefty,  the  moft  critical  and  delicate, 
tnd  that  in  which  this  houfe  has  the  moft  reafon 

ta 
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to  require,  not  only  the  good  faith,  but  the  fa- 
vour of  the  crown.     His  commons  are  not  always 
upon  a  par  with  his  minifters  in  an  application  to 
popular  judgment:  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
members  of  this  houfe  to  go  to  their  election  at 
the  moment  the  moft  favourable  for  them.     It  is 
in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  choofe  a  time  for 
their  diffolution  whilft  great  and  arduous  matters 
of  ftate  and  kgiflation  are  depending,  which  may 
be  eaiily  mifunderftood,  and  which  cannot  be  fully 
explained  before  that  mifunderftanding  may  prove 
fatal  to  the  honour  that  belongs,  and  to  the  con- 
iideration  that  is  due,  to  members  of  parliament. 
With  his  majefty  is  the  gift  of  all  the  rewards, 
the  honours,  diftinctions,  favour,  and  graces  of 
the  ft  ate  ;  with  his  majefty  is  the  mitigation  of  all 
the  rigours  of  the  law ;  and  we  rejoice  to  fee  the 
crown  poffeffed  of  trufts  calculated  to  obtain  good- 
will, and  charged  with  duties  which  are  popular 
and  pleafing.     Our  trufts  are  of  a  different  kind. 
Our  duties  are  harm  and  invidious  in  their  na- 
ture ;  and  juftice  and  fafety  is  all  we  can  expect 
in  the  exercife  of  them.    We  are  to  offer  falutary, 
which  is  not  always  pleafing,  counfeli  we  are  to 
enquire  and  to  accufe :  and  the  objects  of  our  en- 
quiry and  charge  will  be  for  the  moft  part  perfons 
of  wealth,  power,  and  extenfive  connections  :  we 
are  to  make  rigid  laws  for  the  preservation  of 
revenue,  which  of  neceflity  more  or  lefs  confine 

C  3  fome 
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fomc  action,  or  reftrain  fome  function,  which  be- 
fore was  free :  what  is  the  moft  critical  and  invi- 
dious of  all,  the  whole  body  of  the  publick  impofi- 
tions  originate  from  us,  and  the  hand  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  is  feen  and  felt  in  every  burthen  that 
preifes  on  the  people.  Whilft,  ultimately,  we  arc 
Jerving  them,  and  in  the  firft  inftance  whilft  we  are 
ferving  his  majefty,  it  will  be  hard,  indeed,  it  we 
mould  fee  a  Jioufe  of  commons  the  victim  of  its 
zeal  and  fidelity,  f  acrificed  by  liis  minilters  to  thofe 
very  popular  difcontcnts  which  ihall  be  excited  by 
our  dutiful  endeavours  for  the  iccurity  and  great- 
nefs  of  his  throne.  No  other  confequence  can  ro 
fult  from  fuch  an  example,  but  that,  in  future, 
the  houfe  of  commons,  confulting  its  fafcty  at  the 
expence  of  its  duties,  and  fullering  the  whole 
energy  of  the  ftatc  to  be  relaxed,  will  fhrink  from 
every  fervice,  which,  however  neceflary,  is  of  a 
great  and  arduous  nature ;  or  that,  willing  to  pro- 
vide for  the  publick  neceffities,  and,  at'  the  fame 
time,  to  fecure  the  means  of  performing  that  talk, 
they  will  exchange  independence  for  protection, 
and  will  court  a  fubfervient  exiftencc  through  the 
favour  of  thofe  minifters  of  ftate,  or  thofe  fecret 
advifers,  who  ought  themfelves  to  itand  in  awe  of 
the  commons  of  this  realm. 

An  houfe  of  commons,  refpected  by  his  mini- 
fters, is  effential  to  his  majefty's  fervice :  it  is  fit 
that  they  mould  yield  to  parliament,  and  not  thut 

parliament 
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^parliament  mould  be  new  modelled  until  it  is  fit- 
ted to  their  purpofes.  If  our  authority  is  only  to 
be  held  up  when  we  coincide  in  opinion  with  his 
majefty's  advifers,  but  is  to  be  fet  at  nought  tb< 
moment  it  differs  from  them,  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons will  link  into  a  mere  appendage  of  admini- 
ftration  ;  and  will  lofe  that  independent  character 
which,  infeparably  connecting  the  honour  and  re- 
putation with  the  acts  of  this  houfe,  enables  us  to 
afford  a  real,  effective,  and  fiibflantial  fupport  to 
his  government,  It  is  the  deference  {hewn  .to  our 
opinion,  when  we  diffent  from  the  iervants  of  the 
crown,  which  alone  can  give  authority  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  houfe,  when  it  concurs  with  their 
meafures. 

That  authority  once  loft,  the  .credit  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  crown  will  be  impaired  in  the  eyes  of  all  na- 
tions. Foreign  powers,  who  may  yet  wifii  to  re- 
vive a  friendly  intercourfe  with  this  nation,  will 
look  in  vain  for  that  hold  which  gave  a  connec- 
tion with  Great  Britain  the  preference  to  an  alli- 
ance with  any  other  ftate.  An  houfe  of  -commons, 
of  which  minifters  were  known  to  ftand  in  awe, 
where  every  thing  was  neceflarily  difcuffed,  on 
principles  fit  to  be  openly  and  publickly  avowed, 
and  which  could  not  be  retracted  or  varied  with- 
out danger,  furnimed  a  ground  of  confidence  in 
the  publick  faith,  which  the  engagement  of  no 
ilate  dependent  on  the  fluctuation  of  perfonal  fa- 
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vour,  and  private  advice,  can  ever  pretend  to.  If 
faith  with  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  grand  fe^ 
curity  for  the  national  faith  itfelf,  can  be  broken 
with  impunity,  a  wound  is  given  to  the  political 
importance  of  Great  Britain,  which  will  not  eafily 
be  healed. 

That  there  was  a  great  variance  between  the  late 
houfe  of  commons  and  certain  perfons,  whom  his 
majefty  has  been  advifed  to  make  and  continue  as 
minifters,  in  defiance  of  the  advice  of  that  houfe, 
is  notorious  to  the  world.  That  houfe  did  not 
confide  in  thofe  minifters;  and  they  withheld 
their  confidence  from  them  for  reafons  for  which 
pofterity  will  honour  and  refpecl  the  names  of 
thofe  who  compofed  that  houfe  of  commons,  dif- 
tinguimed  for  its  independence.  They  could  not 
confide  in  perfons  who  have  {hewn  a  difpofition 
to  dark  and  dangerous  intrigues.  By  thefe  in, 
trigues  they  have  weakened,  if  not  deftroyed,  the 
clear  affurance  which  his  majefty's  people,  and 
which  all  nations  ought  to  have,  of  what  are,  and 
what  are  not,  the  real  acts  of  his  government. 

If  it  Ihould  be  fecn  that  his  minifters  may  con- 
tinue in  their  offices,  without  apy  fignification  to 
them  of  his  majefty's  difpleafure  at  any  of  their 
meafures,  whilft  perfons  confiderable  for  their 
rank,  and  known  to  have  had  accefs  to  his  ma^ 
jefty's  facred  perfon,  can  with  impunity  abufe  that 
advantage,  and  employ  his  majefty's  name  to  dif- 

avow 
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avow  and  counteract  the  proceedings  of  his  offi- 
cial fervants,  nothing  but  diftruft,difcord,  debility, 
contempt  of  all  authority,  and  general  confuiion, 
can  prevail  in  his  government. 

This  we  lay  before  his  majefty,  with  humility 
and  concern,  as  the  inevitable  effect  of  a  fpirit  of 
intrigue  in  his  executive  government;  an  evil 
which  we  have  but  too  much  reafon'to  be  per- 
ifuaded  exifts  and  increafes.  During  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  fefiion  it  broke  out  in  a  manner  the  moft 
alarming.  This  evil  was  infinitely  aggravated  by 
the  unauthorized,  but  not  difavowed  ufe  which 
has  been  made  of  his  majefty's  name,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  moft  unconftitutional,  corrupt,  and  dif- 
honourable  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  that  ever  was  practifed  in  this 
kingdom.  No  attention,  even  to  the  exterior 
decorum,  in  the  praftice  of  corruption,  and  inti- 
midation employed  on  peers,  was  obferved:  feveral 
peers  were  obliged  under  menaces  to  retract  their 
declarations,  and  to  recall  their  proxies. 

The  commons  have  the  deepeft  intereft  in  the 
purity  and  integrity  of  the  peerage.  The  peers 
difpofe  of  all  the  property  in  the  kingdom,  in  the 
laft  refort ;  and  they  difpofe  of  it  on  their  honour 
and  not  on  their  oaths,  as  all  the  members  of 
every  other  tribunal  in  the  kingdom  muft  do ; 
though  in  them  the  proceeding  is  not  concluflve. 
We  have,  therefore,  a  right  to  demand  that  no 

application 
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application  {hall  be  made  to  peers  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  may  give  room  to  call  in  queftion,  much  lefs  to 
attaint  our  fole  fecurity  for  all  that  we  poffefs. 
This  corrupt  proceeding  appeared  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  who  are  the  natural  guardians  of  the 
purity  of  parliament,  and  of  the  purity  of  every 
branch  of  judicature,  a  moft  reprehenlible  and 
dangerous  practice,  tending  to  make  the  very 
•foundation  of  the  authority  of  the  houfe  of  peers; 
-and  they  branded  it  as  fuch  by  their  refolution. 

The  houfe  had  not  fufficient  evidence  to  enable 
them  legally  to  punifh  this  practice,  but  they  had 
enough  to  caution  them  againft  all  confidence  in 
the  authors  and  abettors  of  it.  They  performed 
their  duty  in  humbly  advifing  his  majefty  againft 
the  employment  of  fuch  rninifters ;  but  his  ma- 
jefty was  advifed  to  keep  thofe  rninifters,  and  to 
diflblve  that  parliament.  The  houfe  aware  of  the 
importance  and  urgency  of  its  duty  with  regard 
to  the  Britrfii  interefts  in  India,  which  were  and 
are  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  and  in  the  utmoft  peril, 
moft  humbly  requefted  his  majefty  not  to  diflblve 
the  parliament  during  the  courfe  of  their  very 
critical  proceedings  on  that  fubjccl:.  His  majefty 's 
gracious  condefcenlion  to  that  requeft  was  con- 
veyed in  the  royal  faith,  pledged  to  an  houfe 
of  parliament,  and  folemnly  delivered  from  the 
throne.  It  was  but  a  very  few  days  after  a  com^- 
inittee  had  been,  with  the  confent  and  concur- 
rence 
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rence  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  appointed 
for  an  enquiry  into  certain  accounts  delivered  to 
the  houfc  by  the  court  of  directors,  and  then  ac- 
tually engaged  in  that  enquiry,  that  the  miniftcrs,. 
regnrdlels  of  the  affurance  given  from  the  crowu 
to  an  houfe  of  commons,  did  diiTolve  that  parlia- 
ment, We  moft  humbly  fubmit  to  his  majefty's 
.conlidei'ation  the  confequences  of  this  their  breach 
.of  publick  faith, 

Wiulft  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
under  that  fecurity,  were  engaged  in  his  majefty's 
and  the  national  bufinefs,  endeavours  were  induf- 
trioufly  ufed  to  calumniate  thqfe  whom  it  was 
found  impracticable  to  corrupt.  The  reputation 
of  the  members,  and  the  reputation  of  the  houfe 
itfelf,  was  undermined  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom. 

In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  relative  to  India, 
we  are  cautioned  by  the  minifters,  "  not  to  lofe 
"  fight  of  the  effect  any  meafure  may  have  on  the 
V  conftitution  of  our  country."  We  are  appre- 
Jienfive  that  a  calumnious  report  fpread  abroad  of 
an  attack  upon  his  majefty's  prerogative  by  the 
Jate  houfe  of  commons,  may  have  made  an  iinpref- 
fion  on  his  royal  mind,  and  have  given  occaflcn 
to  this  unufuiil  admonition  to  the  prefent.  This 
attack  is  charged  to  have  been  made  in  the  late 
parliament,  by  a  bill  which  pafled  the  houfe  of 
commons  in  the  late  feiTion  of  that  parliament, 

for 
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for  the  regulation  of  the  aftairs,  for  the  preferra- 
tion  of  the  commerce,  and  for  the  amendment  of 
the  government  of  this  nation,  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

That  his  majefty  and  his  people  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  entering  into  the  ground  of  this 
injurious  charge,  we  beg  leave  humbly  to  acquaint 
his  majefty,  that,  far  from  having  made  any  in- 
fringement whatfoever  on  any  part  of  his  royal 
prerogative,  that  bill  did,  for  a  limited  time,  give 
to  his  majefty  certain  powers  never  before  pof- 
feffed  by  the  crown  ;  and  for  this  his  prefent  mi- 
nifters  (who,  rather  than  fall  £hort  in  the  number 
of  their  calumnies,  employ  fome  that  are  contradic- 
tory) have  ilandered  this  houfe,  as  aiming  at  the 
extension  of  an  unconftitutional  influence  in  his 
majefty 's  crown.  This  pretended  attempt  to  in- 
creafe  the  influence  of  the  crown,  they  were  weak 
enough  to  endeavour  to  perfuade  his  majefty's 
people  was  amongft  the  caufes  which  excited  his 
majefty's  refentment  againft  his  late  minifters. 

Further,  to  remove  the  impreflions  of  this  ca- 
lumny concerning  an  attempt  in  the  houfe  of  com. 
mons  againft  his  prerogative,  it  is  proper  to  in- 
form  his  majefty,  that  the  territorial  pofleflions  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  never  have  been  declared,  by  any 
publick  judgment,  acl:,  or  inftrument,  or  any  refo- 
lution  of  parliament  whatfoever,  to  be  the  fubjed: 
matter  of  his  majefty's  prerogative  ;  nor  have  they 
ever  been  underftood  as  belonging  to  his  ordinary 
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adminiftration,  or  to  be  annexed  or  united  to  his 
crown ;  but  that  they  are  acquilitions  of  a  new  and 
peculiar  defcription  *,  unknown  to  the  ancient 
executive  conftitution  of  this  country. 

From  time  to  time,  therefore,  parliament  pro« 
vided  for  their  government  according  to  its  dif- 
cretion,  and  to  its  opinion  of  what  was  required 

*  The  territorial  poiTeffions  in  the  Ead  Indies  were  acquired 
to  the  company,  in  virtue  of  grants  from  the  Great  Mogul,  in 
the  nature  of  offices  and  jurifdi&ions,  to  be  held  under  him,  and 
dependent  upon  bis  crown;  with  the  exprefs  condition  of  being 
obedient  to  orders  from  his  court,  and  of  paying  an  annual  tri- 
bute to  his  treafury.  It  is  true,  that  no  obedience  is  yielded  to 
thefe  orders  ;  and  for  fome  time  pall  there  has  been  no  payment 
made  of  this  tribute.  But  it  is  under  a  grant,  fo  conditioned, 
that  they  ftill  hold.  To  fubjecl  the  king  of  Great  Britain  as 
tributary  to  a  foreign  power,  by  the  at5ls  of  his  fubje&s — to 
fuppofe  the  grant  valid,  and  yet  the  condition  void — to  fup- 
pofe  it  good  for  the  king,  and  infufficient  for  the  company — 
to  fuppofe  it  an  intereft  divisible  between  the  parties.  Thefe  are 
fome  few  of  the  many  legal  difficulties  to  be  furmounted,  before 
the  common  law  of  England  can  acknowledge  the  Eaft  India 
company's  Afiatick  affairs  to  beafubjedl  matter  of  prerogative, 
fo  as  to  bring  it  within  the  verge  of  Englifli  jurifprudence.  It 
is  a  very  anomalous  Ipecies  of  power  and  property  which  is 
held  by  the  Eaft  India  company.  Our  Englifli  prerogative  law 
does  not  furnim  principles,  much  lets  precedents  by  which  it 
can  be  defined  or  adjufted.  Nothing  but  the  eminent  dominion 
of  parliament  over  every  Britifli  fubjeft  in  every  concern,  and 
in  every  circumftance  in  which  he  is  placed,  can  adjuft  this 
new  intricate  matter.  Parliament  may  adl  wifely  or  unwifely, 
juftly  or  unjuftly ;  but  parliament  alone  is  competent  to  it. 
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by  the  publick  neceflities.  We  do  not  know  that 
his  majefty  was  entitled,  by  prerogative,  to  exer- 
cife  any  act  of  authority  whatfoever  in  the  com- 
pany's affairs,  or  that  in  effect,  fuch  authority  has 
ever  been  exercifed.  His  majefty's  patronage  was 
not  taken  away  by  that  bill ;  becaufe  it  is  notori- 
ous that  his  majefty  never  originally  had  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  lingle  officer,  civil  or  military,  in 
the  company's  eftablifhment  in  India ;  nor  has  the 
leaft  degree  of  patronage  ever  been  acquired  to  the 
crown  in  any  other  manner  or  meafure,  than  as 
the  power  was  thought  expedient  to  be  granted  by 
act  of  parliament ;  that  is,  by  the  very  fame  au- 
thority by  which  the  offices  were  difpofed  of  and 
regulated  in  the  bill,  which  his  majefty's  fervants 
have  falfely  and  injurioufly  reprefented  as  infring- 
ing upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown. 

Before  the  year  1773  the  whole  adminiflration 
of  India,  and  the  whole  patronage  to  office  therey 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  The 
Eaft  India  company  is  not  a  branch  of  his  majef- 
ty's  prerogative  adminiflration,  nor  does  that  body 
exercife  any  fpccies  of  authority  under  it,  nor  in- 
deed from  any  Britifh  title,  that  does  not  derive 
all  its  legal  validity  from  acts  of  parliament. 

When  a  claim  was  aflerted  to  the  India  territo- 
rial poffeflions  in  the  occupation  of  the  company^ 
thefe  poffeffions  were  not  claimed  as  parcel  of  his 
majefty's  patrimonial  eftate,  or  as  a  fruit  of  the 
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ancient  inheritance  of  his  crown.  They  were 
claimed  for  the  publick.  And  when  agreements 
were  made  with  the  Eaft  India  company  concern- 
ing any  competition  for  the  holding,  or  any  parti- 
cipation of  the  profits  of  thofe  territories,  the 
agreement  was  made  with  the  publick,  and  the 
preambles  of  the  feveral  a&s  have  uniformly  fo 
ftated  it.  Thefe  agreements  were  not  made  (even 
nominally)  with  his  majefty,  but  with  parliament ; 
and  the  bills  making  and  eftablifliing  fuch  agree- 
ments always  originated  in  this  houfe,  which  ap- 
propriated the  money  to  await  the  difpolition  of 
parliament,  without  the  ceremony  of  previous 
confent  from  the  crown  even  fo  much  as  fuggefted 
by  any  of  his  minifters ;  which  previous  confent  is 
an  obfervance  of  decorum,  not  indeed  of  ftrict 
right,  but  generally  paid  when  a  new  appropria- 
tion takes  place  in  any  part  of  his  majefty's  prero- 
gative revenues. 

In  purfuance  of  a  right  thus  uniformly  recog- 
nized, and  uniformly  acted  on,  when  parliament 
undertook  the  reformation  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany in  1773,  a  commiflion  was  appointed  as  the 
commifllon  in  the  late  bill  was  appointed;  and  it 
was  made  to  continue  for  a  term  of  years,  as  the 
commiflion  in  the  late  bill  was  to  continue  ;  all 
the  commiffioners  were  named  in  parliament,  as 
in  the  late  bill  they  were  named.  As  they  re- 
ceived, fo  they  held  their,  offices,  wholly  indepen- 
dent 
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dent  of  the  crown;  they  held  them  for  a  fixed 
term  ;  they  were  not  removeable  by  an  addrefs  of 
either  houfe,  or  even  of  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, a  precaution  obferved  in  the  late  bill,  rela- 
tive to  the  commiffioners  propofed  therein;  nor 
were  they  bound  by  the  ftrict  rules  of  proceeding 
which  regulated  and  reftrained  the  late  commif- 
iioners  againft  all  poflible  abufe  of  a  power  which 
could  not  fail  of  being  diligently  and  zealoufly 
watched  by  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  ftock,  as  wrell  as  by  parliament. 
Their  proceedings  were,  in  that  bill,  directed  to  be 
of  fuch  a  nature  as  eafily  to  fubject  them  to  the 
ftricteft  revifion  of  both,  in  cafe  of  any  malver- 
fation. 

In  the  year  1780,  an  act  of  parliament  again 
made  provifion  for  the  government  of  thofe  ter- 
ritories for  another  four  years,  without  any  fort 
of  reference  to  prerogative ;  nor  was  the  leaft  ob- 
jection taken  at  the  fecond,  more  than  at  the  firft 
of  thofe  periods,  as  if  an  infringement  had  been 
made  upon  the  rights  of  the  crown  ;  yet  his  ma- 
jefty's  minifters  have  thought  fit  to  reprefent  the 
late  commifilon  as  an  entire  innovation  on  the 
conftitution,  and  the  fetting  up  a  new  order  and 
eftate  in  the  nation,  tending  to  the  fubverfion  of 
the  monarchy  itfelf. 

If  the  government  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  other 
than  by  his  majefty's  prerogative,  be,  in  effect,  a 

fourth 
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fourth  order  in  the  common-wealth,  this  order5 
has  long  exifled  ;  becaufe  the  Eaft  India  company 
has  for  many  years  enjoyed  it  in 'the  fulleft  extent, 
and  does  at  this  day  enjoy  the  whole  adminiftra-s 
tion  of  thofe  provinces,  and  the  patronage  to  of- 
fices throughout  that  great  empire,  except  as  it  is 
controuled  by  act  of  parliament. 

It  was  the  ill-condition,  and  ill-adminift ration  of 
the  company's  affairs,'  which  induced  this  houfe 
(merely  as  a  temporary  eftabliftmient)  to  veft  the 
fame  powers  which  the  company  did  before  pof- 
fefs,  (and  nO  other)  for  a  limited  time,  and  under 
very  ftricl:  directions,  in  proper  hands,  until  they 
could  be  reftored,  or  further  provifion  made  con- 
cerning them.  It  was  therefore  no  creation  what- 
ever of  a  new  power,  but  the  removal  of  an  old 
power,  long  iince  created,  and  then  exifting,  from 
t'he  management  of  thofe  perfons  who  had  ma- 
riifeftly  and  dangeroufly  abufed  their  truft.  This 
lioufe,  which  well  knows  the  parliamentary  origin 
of  all  the  company's  powers  and  privileges,  and  is 
riot  ignorant  or  negligent  of  the  authority  Which 
may  veft  thofe  powers  and  privileges  in  others,  if 
juftice  and  the  publick  fafety  fo  require,  is  confcious 
to  itfelf,  that  it  no  more  creates  a  new  order  in  the 
ftate,  by  making  occafional  truftees  for  the  direc- 
tion of  the  company,  than  it  originally  did  in  giv- 
ing a  much  more  permanent  truft  to  the  directors* 
cr  to  the  general  court  of  that  body.  The  mo- 
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nopoly  of  the  Eaft  India  company  was  a  deroga- 
tion from  the  general  freedom  of  trade  belonging 
to  his  majefty's  people.  The  powers  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  peace  and  war,  are  parts  of  preroga- 
tive of  the  higheft  order.  Of  our  competence  to 
reftrain  the  rights  of  all  his  fubjects  by  act  of  par- 
liament, and  to  veft  thofe  high  and  eminent  pre- 
rogatives even  in  a  particular  company  of  mer- 
chants, there  has  been  no  queftion.  We  beg  leave 
moft  humbly  to  claim  as  our  right,  and  as  a  right 
which  this  houfe  has  always  ufed,  to  frame  fuch 
bills,  for  the  regulation  of  that  commerce,  and  of 
the  territories  held  by  the  Eaft  India  company, 
and  every  thing  relating  to  them,  as  to  our  difcre- 
tion  fhall  feem  fit :  and  we  affert  and  maintain, 
that  therein  we  follow,  and  do  not  innovate  on 
the  conftitution. 

That  his  majefty's  minifters,  mifled  by  their 
ambition,  have  endeavoured,  if  poflible,  to  form  a 
faction  in  the  country  againft  the  popular  part 
of  the  conftitution ;  and  have  therefore  thought 
proper  to  add  to  their  flanderous  accufation 
againft  a  hgufe  of  parliament,  relative  to  his  ma- 
jefty's prerogative,  another  of  a  different  nature, 
calculated  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  fears  and  jea- 
loufies  among  the  corporate  bodies  of  the  king- 
dom, and  of  perfuading  uninformed  perfons  be- 
longing to  thofe  corporations  to  look  to,  and  to 
make  addreffes  to  them  as  protectors  of  their 
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tights,  under  their  feveral  charters,  from  the  de- 
figns  which  they,  without  any  ground,  charged 
the  then  houfe  of  commons  to  have  formed 
againft  charters  in  general.  For  this  purpofe  they 
have  not  fcrupled  to  aflert,  that  the  exertion  of 
his  majefty's  prerogative  in  the  late  precipitate 
change  in  his  adminiftration,  and  the  diflblution 
of  the  late  parliament,  were  meafures  adopted  in 
order  to  refcue  the  people  and  their  rights  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  their  repre- 
fentatives* 

We  truft  that  his  majefty's  fubjecls  are  not  yet 
fo  far  deluded  as  to  believe  that  the  charters,  or 
that  any  other  of  their  local  or  general  privileges 
can  have  a  folid  fecurity  in  any  place  but  where 
that  fecurity  has  always  been  looked  for,  and  al- 
ways found,  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Miferable 
and  precarious  indeed  would  be  the  ftate  of  their 
franchifes,  if  they  were  to  find  no  defence  but 
from  that  quarter  from  whence  they  have  always 
been  attacked  *.  But  the  late  houfe  of  commons 

in 


*  The  attempt  upon  charters  and  the  privileges  of  the  corpo- 
rate bodies  of  the  kingdom  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  the  Second, 
and  James  the  Second,  was  made  by  the  ermvn.  It  was  car- 
ried on  by  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law,  in  courts  infiituted  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  property  and  franchifes  of  the  people.  This  at- 
tempt made  by  the  crown,  was  attended  with  complete  fuccefs. 
The  corporate  rights  of  the  city  of  London,  and  of  all  the 
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in  pading  that  bill,  made  no  attack  upon  any 
powers  or  privileges,  except  fuch  as  an  houfe  of 

commons 

companies  it  contains,  were  by  folemn  judgment  of  law  de- 
clared forfeited,  and  all  their  franchifes,  privileges,  properties 
and  eftates,  were  of  courfe  feized  into  the  hands  of  the  crown. 
The  injury  was  from  the  crown;  the  redrefs  was  by  parliament. 
A  bill  was  brought  into  the  bou/e  of  commons,  by  which  the  judg- 
ment againft  the  city  of  London,  and  againft  the  companies 
•was  reverfed ;  and  this  bill  pafled  the  houfe  of  lords  without 
any  complaint  of  trefpafs  on  their  jurifdiction,  although  the 
bill  was  for  a  reverfal  of  a  judgment  in  law.  By  this  act, 
which  is  in  the  fecond  of  William  and  Mary,  chap.  8,  the  quef- 
tion  of  forfeiture  of  that  charter  is  for  ever  taken  out  of  the 
power  of  any  court  of  law.  No  cognizance  can  be  taken  of  it 
except  in  parliament. 

Although  the  act  above-mentioned  has  declared  t"he  judgment 
againft  the  corporation  of  London  to  be  illegal;  yet  Blackftone 
makes  no 'fcruple  ofaflerting,  that  "perhaps  in  ftrictnefs  of 
*'  law,  the  proceedings  in  moft  of  them  [the  Quo  W.arranto 
"  caufes]  were  fufficiently  regular,"  leaving  it  in  doubt,  whe- 
ther this  regularity  did  not  apply  to  the  corporation  of  Lon- 
don, as  ^ell  as  to  any  of  the  reft ;  and  he  feems  to  blame  the 
proceeding  (as  moft  blameable  it  was)  not  fo  much  on  account 
of  illegality,  as  for  the  crown's  having  employed  a  legal  pro- 
ceeding for  political  purpofes.  He  calls  it  "  an  exertion  of  an 
aft  oflavj  for  the  pnrpofes  of  the  ftate. 

The  fame  fecurity  which  was  given  to  the  city  of  London, 
would  have  been  extended  to  all  the  corporations,  if  the  houfe 
6f  commons  could  have  prevailed.  But  the  bill  for  that  pur- 
pofe  pafled  bat  by  a  majority  of  one  in  the  lords;  and  it  was 
entirely  loft  by  a  prorogation,  which  is  the  act  of  the  crown. 
Small,  indeed,  was  the  fecurity  which  the  corporation  of  Lon- 
don 
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commons  has  frequently  attacked,  and  will  attack 
(and  they  truft,  in  the  end,  with  their  wonted  fuc- 

cefs) 

•don  enjoyed,  before  the  act  of  William  and  Mary,  and  which 
all  the  other  corporations  fecured  by  no  itatute,  enjoy  at  this 
hour,  if  ftrift  law  was  employed  againft  them.  The  ufe  of 
ftridl  law  has  always  been  rendered  very  delicate  by  the  fame 
means,  by  which  the  almoft  unmeafured  legal  powers  refiding, 
(and  in  many  inftances  dangeroufly  refiding)  in  the  crown,  are 
kept  within  due  bounds  ;  I  mean,  that  ftrong  fuperintending 
power  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  in.confi  derate  people 
have  been  prevailed  on  to  condemn  as  trenching  on  prerogative. 
Stri6fc  law  is  by  no  means  fuch  a  friend  to  the  rights  of  the  fub- 
jedl,  as  they  have  been  taught  to  believe.  They  who  have  been 
moft  converfant  in  this  kind  of  learning  will  be  moft  fenfible  of 
the  danger  of  fubmitttng  corporate  rights  of  high  political  im- 
portance to  thefe  fubordinate  tribunals.  The  general  heads  of  law 
on  that  fubject  are  vulgar  and  trivial.  On  them  there  is  not 
much  queftion.  Bat  it  is  far  from  eafy  to  determine  what  fpe- 
cial  acts,  or  what  fpecial  neglect  of  action,  ihall  fubject  corpo- 
rations to  a  forfeiture.  There  is  fo  much  laxity  in  this  doctrine, 
that  great  room  is  left  for  favourer  prejudice,  which  might  give 
to  the  crown  an  entire  dominion  over  thofe  corporations.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  every  fubordinate 
corporate  right  ought  to  be  fubject  to  controul ;  to  fuperior  di- 
rection ;  and  even  to  forfeiture  upon  juft  caufe.  In  this  reaibn 
and  law  agree.  In  every  judgment  given  on  a  corporate  right 
of  great  political  importance,  the  policy  and  prudence  make  no 
fmall  part  of  the  queftion.  To  thefe  considerations  a  court  of 
law  is  not  competent ;  and  indeed  an  attempt  at  the  leaft  inter- 
mixture of  fuch  ideas  with  the  matter  of  law,  could  have  no 
other  effect,  than  wholly  to  corrupt  the  judicial  character  of  the 
pourt,  in  which  fucli  a  caufe  (hould  come  to  be  tried.  It  is  be- 

D  3  fides 
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cefs)  that    is,    upon  thofe  which  are  corruptly 
and  oppreffively  adminiflered ;  and  this  houfe  do 

faithfully 

fides  to  be  remarked,  that  if  in  virtue  of  a  legal  procefs  a  forfei- 
ture ihould  be  adjudged,  the  court  of  law  has  no  power  to  mo- 
dify  or  mitigate.  The  whole  franchife  is  annihilated,  and  the 
Corporate  property  goes  into  the  hands  of  the  crown.  They 
•who  hold  the  new  doctrines  concerning  the  power  of  the  houte 
of  commons,  ought  well  to  confider  in  fuch  a  cafe  by  what 
means  the  corporate  rights  could  be  revived,  or  the  property 
could  be  recovered  out  of  the  hands  of  the  crown.  But  parlia- 
ment car}  do,  what  the  courts  neither  can  do  nor  ought  to  at" 
tempt.  Parliament  is  competent  to  give  due  weight  to  all  po- 
litical confiderations.  It  may  modify;  it  may  mitigate;  and  it 
may  render  perfectly  fecure  all  that  it  does  not  think  fit  to  take 
away.  It  is  not  likely  that  parliament  will  ever  draw  to  itfelf 
the  cognizance  of  queftions  concerning  ordinary  corporations, 
farther  than  to  protect  them  in  cafe  attempts  are  made  to  in? 
duce  a  forfe'ture  of  their  franchifes. 

The  cafe  of  the  Eaft  India  company  is  different  even  from  that 
of  the  greateft  of  theie  corporations.  No  monopoly  of  trade,  be- 
yond their  own  limits,  is  vefted  in  the  corporate  body  of  any 
town  or  city  in  the  kingdom.  Even  within  thefe  limits  the  mo- 
liopoly  is  not  general.  The  company  has  the  monopoly  of  the 
trade  of  half  the  world.  The  firft  corporation  of  the  kingdom, 
has  for  the  object  6'f  its  jurifdiction  only  a  few  matters  of fub- 
prdinate  police.  The  Eaii  India  company  governs  an  empire 
through  all  its  concerns,  and  all  its  departments,  from  the  lo welt 
office  of  oeconomy  to  the  higheft  councils  of  itate, — an  empire  to 
which  Great  Britain  is  in  companion  but  a  refpectable  province. 
To  leave  thefe  concerns  without  fuperior  cognizance  would  be 
madnefs  ;  to  leave  them  to  be  judged  in  the  courts  below  on  the 
principles  of  a  confined  jurisprudence,  would  be  folly.  It  is  well 

if 
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faithfully  affure  his  majefty,  that  we  will  correct, 
and,  if  neceflary  for  the  purpofe,as  far  as  in  us  lies, 
will  wholly  deftroy  every  fpecies  of  power  and 
authority  exercifed  by  Britifli  fubje&s  to  the  op* 
preflion,  wrong,  and  detriment  of  the  people,  and 
to  the  impoverishment  and  defolation  of  the  coun- 
tries fubjeft  to  it. 

The  propagators  of  the  calumnies  againft  that 
houfe  of  parliament  have  been  indefatigable  in  ex- 
aggerating the  fuppofed  injury  done  to  the  Eaft 
India  company  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  authori* 
ties  which  they  have,  in  every  inftance,  abufed ; 

if  the  whole  legiflative  power  is  competent  to  the  correction  of 
abufes,  which  are  commenfurate  to  the  immenfity  of  the  object 
they  affect.  The  idea  of  an  abfolute  power  has  indeed  its  ter- 
rors ;  but  that  objection  lies  to  every  parliamentary  proceeding  ; 
and  as  no  other  can  regulate  the  abufes  of  fuch  a  charter,  it  is 
fitteft  that  ibvereign  authority  fhould  be  exercifed,  where  it  is 
moft  likely  to  be  attended  with  the  moft  effectual  correctives. 
Thefe  correctives  are  furniihed  by  the  nature  and  couiie  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings,  and  by  the  infinitely  diversified  charac- 
ters who  compofe  the  two  houfes.  In  effect  and  virtually  they 
form  a  vaft  number,  variety,  and  fucceffion  of  judges  and  jurors. 
The  fulnefs,  the  freedom,  and  publicity  of  difcullion,  leaves  it 
eafy  to  diftinguifh  what  are  acts  of  power,  and  what  the  deter- 
minations of  equity  and  reafon.  There  prejudice  corrects  pre- 
judice, and  the  different  afperities  of  party  zeal  mitigate  and  neu- 
tralize each  other.  So  far  from  violence  being  the  general  cha- 
racteriftick  of  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  whatever  the  be- 
ginnings of  any  parliamentary  procefs  may  be,  its  general  fault 
in  the  end  is,  that  it  is  found  incomplete  and  ineffectual. 

D  4  as 
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as  if  power  had  been  wrefted,  by  wrong  and  vio- 
lence, from  jufl;  and  prudent  hands ;  but  they 
have,  with  equal  care,  concealed  the  weighty 
grounds  and  reafons  on  which  that  houfe  had 
adopted  the  moft  rhoderate  of  all  poffible  expe^ 
clients  for  refcuing  the  natives  of  India  from  opr 
preffion,  and  for  faving  the  interefls  of  the  real  and 
honeft  proprietors  of  their  ftock,  as  well  as  that 
great  national,  commercial  concern,  from  immi? 
nent  ruin. 

The  minifters  aforefaid  have  alfo  caufed  it  to  be 
reported,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  have  confifr 
cated  the  property  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  It 
is  the  reverfe  of  truth.  The  whole  management 
was  a  truft  for  the  proprietors,  under  their  own 
infpedion  (and  it  was  fo  provided  for  in  the  bill) 
and  under  the  infpection  of  parliament.  That  bill, 
fo  far  from  confiscating;  the  company's  property, 
was  the  only  one  which,  for  feveral  years  pad,  did 
not,  in  fome  lhape  or  other,  affect  their  property, 
pr  reftrain  them  in  the  difpofition  of  it. 

It  is  proper  that  his  majefty  and  all  his  people 
fhould  be  informed,  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
have  proceeded,  with  regard  to  the  Eaft  India 
company,  with  a  degree  of  care,  circumfpeclion, 
and  deliberation,  which  has  not  been  equalled  in 
the  hiftory  of  parliamentary  proceedings..  For 
fixteen  years  the  ftate  and  condition  of  that  body 
has  never  been  wholly  out  of  their  view :  in  the 

year 


SPEECH  FROM  THE  THRONE.  4! 

year  1767  the  houfe  took  thofe  objects  into  con* 
^deration,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe : 
the  bulinefs  was  purfued  in  the  following  year : 
in  the  year  1772,  two  committees  were  appointed 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  which  examined  into  their 
affairs  with  much  diligence,  and  made  very  ample 
reports :  in  the  year  1 7 73, the  proceedings  were  car- 
ried to  an  act  of  parliament,  which  proved  inef- 
fectual to  its  purpofe ;  the  oppreffions  and  abufes  in 
India  have  lince  rather  increafed  than  dimimfhed, 
on  account  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  temptations  and 
Convenience  of  the  opportunities,  which  got  the 
better  of  the  legislative  provilions  calculated  againft 
ill  practices,  then  in  their  beginnings :  infomuch 
that,  in  1781,  two  committees  were  again  infti- 
tuted,  who  have  made  feventeen  reports.  It  was 
upon  the  moft  minute,  exact,  and  laborious  col- 
lection and  difcuilion  of  facts,  that  the  late  houfe 
of  commons  proceeded  in  the  reform  which  they 
attempted  in  the  adminiftration  of  India,  but 
which  has  been  fruftrated  by  ways  and  means  the 
moft  difhonourable  to  his  majefty's  government, 
and  the  moft  pernicious  to  the  conftitution  of  this 
kingdom.  His  majefty  was  fo  fenlible  of  the  dif- 
orders  in  the  company's  adminiftration,  that  the 
coniideration  of  that  fubject  was  no  lefs  than  fix 
times  recommended  to  this  houfe  in  fpeeches  from 
the  throne. 

f  he  refult  of  the  parliamentary  enquiries  has 

been, 
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been,  that  the  Eaft  India  company  was  found  to- 
tally corrupted,  and  totally  perverted  from  the 
purpofes  of  its  inilitution,  whether  political  or 
commercial ;  that  the  powers  of  war  and  peace 
given  by  the  charter  had  been  abufed,  by  kindling 
hoftilities  in  every  quarter  for  the  purpofes  of  ra- 
pine j  that  almoft  all  the  treaties  of  peace  they  have 
made,  have  only  given  caufe  to  fo  many  breaches 
of  publick  faith  ;  that  countries  once  the  moft  flou- 
riihing  are  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  indigence,  de- 
cay, and  depopulation,  to  the  diminution  of  our 
ftrength,  and  to  the  infinite  difhonour  of  our  na- 
tional character ;  that  the  laws  of  this  kingdom 
are  notoriouily,  and  almoft  in  every  inftance,  de- 
ipifed ;  that  the  fervants  of  the  company,  by  the 
purchafe  of  qualifications  to  vote  in  the  general 
court,  and,  at  length,  by  getting  the  company  it- 
ielf  deeply  in  their  debt,  have  obtained  the  entire 
and  abfolute  maftery  in  the  body,  by  which  they 
ought  to  have  been  ruled  and  coerced.  Thus 
their  malverfations  in  office  are  fupported  inftead 
of  being  checked  by  the  company.  The  whole  of 
the  affairs  of  that  body  are  reduced  to  a  moft  pe-. 
rilous  fituation  ;  and  many  millions  of  innocent 
and  deferving  men,  who  are  under  the  protection 
of  this  nation,  and  who  ought  to  be  protected  by 
it,  are  opprefTed  by  a  moft  defpotick  and  rapacious 
tyranny.  The  company  and  their  fervants  have 
ftrengthened  themfclves  by  this  confederacy,  have 

fet 
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fct  at  defiance  the  authority  and  admonitions  of 
this  houfe  employed  to  reform  them ;  and  when 
this  houfe  had  felected  certain  principal  delin- 
quents, whom  they  declared  it  the  duty  of  the 
company  to  recall,  the  company  held  out  its  legal 
privileges  againft  all  reformation ;  poiitively  re- 
fufed  to  recall  them ;  and  fupported  thofe  who 
had  fallen  under  the  juft  cenfure  of  this  houfe, 
with  new  and  ftronger  marks  of  countenance  and 
approbation. 

The  late  houfe  difcovering  the  reverfed  fitua- 
tion  of  the  company,  by  which  the  nominal  fer- 
vants  are  really  the  matters,  and  the  offenders  are 
become  their  own  judges,  thought  fit  to  examine 
into  the  ftate  of  their  commerce ;  and  they  have 
alfo  difcovered  that  their  commercial  affairs  are  in 
the  greateft  diforder,  that  their  debts  have  accu- 
mulated beyond  any  prefent  or  obvious  future 
means  of  payment,  at  leaft  under  the  actual  ad- 
miniftration  of  their  affairs  ;  that  this  condition  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  has  begun  to  affect  the 
finking  fund  itfelf,  on  which  the  publick  credit  of 
the  kingdom  refts,  a  million  and  upwards  being 
due  to  the  cuftoms,  which  that  houfe  of  commons, 
whofe  intentions  towards  the  company  have  been 
fo  grofsly  mifreprefented,  were  indulgent  enough 
to  refpite.  And  thus,  inftead  of  conliicating  their 
property,  the  company  received  without  intereft 
(which  in  fuch  a  cafe  had  been  before  charged) 

the 
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the  ufe  of  a  very  large  fum  of  the  public  money. 
The  revenues  are  under  the  peculiar  care  of  this 
houfe,  not  only  as  the  revenues  originate  from  us, 
but  as,  on  every  failure  of  the  funds  fet  apart  for 
fupport  of  the  national  credit,  or  to  provide  for 
the  national  ftrength  and  fafety,  the  tafk  of  fup- 
plying  every  deficiency  falls  upon  his  majefty's 
faithful  commons,  this  houfe  muft,  in  effect,  tax 
the  people.  The  houfe  therefore,  at  every  mo- 
ment, incurs  the  hazard  of  becoming  obnoxious  to 
its  conftituents. 

The  enemies  of  the  late  houfe  of  commons  re? 
folved,  if  pofliblc,  to  bring  on  that  event.  They 
therefore  endeavoured  to  mifreprefent  the  provi- 
dent means  adopted  by  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
keeping  off  this  invidious  neceflity,  as  an  attack 
on  the  rights  of  the  Eaft  India  company  ;  for  they 
well  knew  that  on  the  one  hand  if,  for  want  of 
proper  regulation  and  relief,  the  company  fliould 
become  infolvent,  or  even  ilop  payment,  the  na- 
tional credit  and  commerce  would  fuftain  an  heavy 
blow ;  and  that  calamity  would  be  juftly  imputed 
to  parliament,  which  after  fuch  long  enquiries, 
and  fuch  frequent  admonitions  from  his  majefty, 
had  neglected  fo  elTential  and  fo  urgent  an  article 
of  their  duty  :  on  the  other  hand  they  knew,  that, 
wholly  corrupted  as  the  company  is,  nothing  ef? 
fectual  could  be  done  to  preferve  that  intereft  from 
ruin,  without  taking  for  a  time  the  national  obr 

jefts. 
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jecls  of  their  trufc  out  of  their  hands  ;  and  then  a 
cry  would  be  induftriouily  raifed  againft  the  houfe 
of  commons,  as  depriving  Britilh  fubje&s  of  their 
legal  privileges.  The  reftraint,  being  plain  and 
iimple,  muft  be  eafily  underftood  by  thofe  who 
would  be  brought  with  great  difficulty,  to  com- 
prehend the  intricate  detail  of  matters  of  fact, 
which  render  this  fufpeniion  of  the  adminiftration 
of  India  abfolutely  neceffary  on  motives  of  jufiice, 
of  policy,  of  publick  honour,  and  publick  fafety. 

The  houfe  of  commons  had  not  been  able  to  de- 
vife  a  method,  by  which  the  redrefs  of  grievances 
could  be  effected  through  the  authors  of  thofe 
grievances  ;  nor  could  they  imagine  how  corrup- 
tions could  be  purified  by  the  corrupters  and  the 
corrupted ;  nor  do  we  conceive,  how  any  refor- 
mation can  proceed  from  the  known  abettors  and 
fupporters  of  the  perfons  who  have  been  guilty  of 
the  mifdemeanors  which  parliament  has  repro- 
bated, and  who  for  their  own  ill  purpofes  have 
given  countenance  to  a  falfe  and  delufive  ftate  of 
the  company's  affairs,  fabricated  to  miilead  parlia- 
ment, and  to  impofe  upon  the  nation.* 

Your 

*  The  purpofe  of  the  mifreprefentat'.on  being  now  completely 
anfwered,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  committee  in  this  parlia- 
ment, appointed  by  the  minifters  themfelves,  will  juftify  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  laft  parliament  proceeded;  and  will  lay 
open  to  the  world,  the  dreadful  ftate  of  the  company's  aff.iir?, 

and 
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Your  commons  feel,  with  a  juft  refentment,  the 
inadequate  eftimate  which  your  minifters  have 
formed  of  the  importance  of  this  great  concern. 
They  call  on  us  to  aft  upon  the  principles  of  thofe 
who  have  not  enquired  into  the  fubject ;  and  to 
condemn  thofe  who,  with  the  moft  laudable  dili- 
gence, have  examined  and  fcrutinized  every  part 
of  it.  The  deliberations  of  parliament  have  been 
broken  ;  the  feafon  of  the  year  is  unfavourable  ; 
many  of  us  are  new  members,  who  muft  be  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  fubject.,  which  lies  remote 
from  the  ordinary  courfe  of  general  informa- 
tion. 

We  are  cautioned  againft  an  infringement  of 
the  conftitution ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  know, 
what  the  fecret  advifers  of  the  crown,  who  have 
driven  out  the  late  minifters  for  their  conduct  in 
parliament,  and  have  diffolved  the  late  parliament 
for  a  pretended  attack  upon  prerogative,  will  con- 
fider  as  fuch  an  infringement.  We  are  not  fur- 
niflied  with^  a  rule,  the  obfervance  of  which  can' 
make  us  fafe  from  the  refentment  of  the  crown, 
even  by  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
the  minifters  who  have  advifed  that  fpeech :  we 

and  the  groflhefs  of  their  own  calumnies  upon  this  head.  By 
delay  the  new  aiTembly  is  come  into  the  difgraceful  fituation  of 
allowing  a  dividend  of  eight  per  cent,  by  act  of  parliament, 
without  the  Icaft  matter  before  them  to  juftify  the  granting  of 
any  dividend  at  all. 

know 
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know  not  how  foon  tliofe  minifters  may  be  dif- 
avowed  j  and  how  foon  the  members  of  this  houfe, 
for  our  very  agreement  with  them,  may  be  con- 
iidered  as  objects  of  his  majefty's  difpleafure. 
Until  by  his  majefty's  goodnefs  and  wifdom  the 
late  example  is  completely  done  away,  we  are  not 
free. 

We  are  well  aware,  in  providing  for  the  affairs 
of  the  eaft,  with  what  an  adult  ftrength  of  abufe, 
and  of  wealth  and  influence  growing  out  of  that 
abufe,  his  majefty's  commons  had,  in  the  laft  par- 
liament, and  we  flill  have,  to  ftruggle.  We  are 
feniible  that  the  influence  of  that  wealth,  in  a 
much  larger  degree  and  meafure  than  at  any  for- 
mer period,  may  have  penetrated  into  the  very 
quarter  from  whence  alone  any  real  reformation 
can  be  expected.* 

if, 

*  This  will  be  evident  to  tliofe  who  confider  the  number  and 
defcription  of  directors  and  fervants  of  the  Eaft  India  company, 
choien  into  the  prefent  parliament.  The  light  in  which  the  pre- 
lent  minifters  hold  the  labours  of  the  houle  of  commons,  in 
fearching  into  the  difordcrs  in  the  Indian  adminiftration,  and  all 
its  endeavours  for  the  reformation  of  the  government  there,  with- 
out any  diftin&ion  of  times,  or  of  the  perfons  concerned,  will 
appear  from  the  following  extradt  from  a  fpeech  of  the  preft  nt 
lord  chancellor.  After  making  an  high-flown  panegyrick  on 
thofe  whom  the  houfe  of  commons  had  condemned  by  their  re- 
folutions,  he  faid — "  Let  us  not  b§  mi  (led  by  reports  from  com- 
mittees of  anntber  houfe,  to  which,  I  again  repeat,  I  pay  as  much 
attention,  as  I  would  do  to  the  hi/toy  of  Robinfon  Crufoe.  Let  the 

conduct 
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If,  therefore,  in  the  arduous  affairs  recommend* 
cd  to  us,  our  proceedings  mould  be  ill  adapted^ 
feeble,  and  ineffecl^ial ;  if  no  delinquency  Ihould 
be  prevented,  and  no  delinquent  mould  be  called 
to  account ;  if  every  perfon  fliould  be  carefTed, 
promoted,  and  railed  in  power,  in  proportion  to 
the  Enormity  of  his  offences ;  if  no  relief  mould 
be  given  to  any  of  the  natives  unjuflly  difpoffeffed 
of  their  rights,  jurifdictions,  and  properties  ;  if  na 
cruel  and  unjuft  exactions  fliall  be  forborne ;  if  the 
fource  of  no  peculation,  or  oppreffive  gain  mould 
be  cut  off ;  if,  by  the  omiflion  of  the  opportuni- 
ties that  were  in  our  hands,  our  Indian  empire, 
mould  fall  into  ruin  irretrievable,  and  in  its  fall 
crulh  the  credit,  and  overwhelm  the  revenues  of 
this  country,  we  ftand  acquitted  to  our  honour 
and  to  our  confcience,  who  have  reluctantly  feen 
the  weightieft  interefts  of  our  country,  at  times 
the  moft  critical  to  its  dignity  and  fafety,  rendered 
the  fport  of  the  inconfiderate  and  unmeafured  am- 

conducT:  of  the  Eaft  India  company  be  fairly  and  fully  enquired 
into ;  let  it  be  acquitted  or  condemned  by-  evidence  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  houfe.  Without  entering  very  deep  into  the  fub- 
ject,  let  me  reply  in  a  few  words  to  an  obfervation  which  fell 
from  a  noble  and  learned  lord,  that  the  company's  finances  are 
diftreffed,  and  that  they  owe  at  this  moment,  a  million  fterling, 
to  the  nation.  When  fuch  a  charge  is  brought,  will  parliament 
in  its  juftice  forget,  that  the  company  is  reftricted  from  em- 
ploying that  credit^  ivhicb  its  great  and  flourijbing  situation  gives 
to  it;" 

bitiore 
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bition  of  individuals,  and  by  that  means  the  wif- 
dom  of  his  majefty's  government  degraded  in  the 
publick  efKmation,  and  the  policy  and  character  of 
this  renowned  nation  rendered  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe. 

It  palled  in  the  negative. 


VOL.  V.  E  SUB- 
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OF 

MR.  BURKE'S  SPEECH 
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DEBATE  ON  THE  ARMY  ESTIMATES, 
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On  Tuefday,  the  9th  Day  of  February,  1790. 

COMPREHENDING 

I 

A  DISCUSSION  OP  THE  PRESENT  SITUATION  OP 
AFFAIRS  IN  FRANCE. 


SUBSTANCE 


OF 


THE    SPEECH, 


MR.  BURKE'S  fpeech  on  the  report  of  the 
army  has  not  been  correctly  ftated  iri 
fome  of  the  publick  papers.  It  is  of  confequence' 
to  him  not  to  be  mifunderftood.  The  matted 
which  incidentally  came  into  difcuffion  is  of  the 
moft  ferious  importance*  It  is  thought  that  the1 
heads  and  fubftance  of  the  fpeech  will  anfwer  the 
purpofe  fufficiently.  If  in  making  the  abftraft, 
through  defect  of  memory,  in  the  perfon  who  now 
gives  it,  ahy  difference  at  all  mould  be  perceived 
from  the  fpeech  as  it  was  fpoken,  it  will  not,  the 
editor  imagines,  be  found  in  any  thing  which  may 
amount  to  a  retraction  of  the  opinions  he  then 
maintained,  or  to  any  foftening  in  the  expreflions 
in  which  they  were  conveyed. 

Mr.  Burke  fpoke  a  conliderable  time  in  anfwer 
to  various  argumehts  which  had  been  inlifted  upon 
by  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Pitt,  for  keeping  an  in* 
creafed  peace  eftablifhment,  and  againft  an  impro- 
per jcaloufy  of  the  minifters,  in  whom  a  full  con- 

E  3  fidence, 
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fidence,  fubjecl  to  refponfibility,  ought  to  be  placed, 
on  account  of  their  knowledge  of  the  real  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs ;  the  exact  ftate  of  which  it  fre- 
quently happened,  that  they  could  not  difclofe, 
without  violating  the  conftitutional  and  political 
fecrecy,  neceffary  to  the  well-being  of  their  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  Burke  faid  in  fubflance,  That  confidence 
might  become  a  vice,  and  jealoufy  a  virtue,  ac- 
cording to  circumftances.  That  confidence,  of  all 
publick  virtues,  was  the  molt  dangerous,  and  jea- 
loufy in  an  houfe  of  commons,  of  all  publick  vices, 
the  moil  tolerable ;  efpecially  where  the  number 
and  the  charge  of  {landing  armies,  in  time  of  peace, 
was  the  queflion. 

That  in  the  annual  mutiny  bill,  the  annual  army 
was  declared  to  be  for  the  purpofe  of  preferring 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe-  The  propriety 
of  its  being  larger  or  fmaller  depended,  therefore, 
upon  die  true  ftate  of  that  balance-  If  the  in- 
creafe  of  peace  eflablifhments  demanded  of  par- 
liament agreed  with  the  manifefl  appearance  of  the 
balance,  confidence  in  minifters,  as  to  the  particu- 
lars, would  be  very  proper-  If  the  increafe  was 
not  at  all  fupported  by  any  fuch  appearance,  he 
thought  great  jealoufy  might,  and  ought  to  be, 
entertained  on  that  fubjecl.. 

.  That  he  did  not  find,  on  a  review  of  all  Europe, 
that,  politically,  we  flood  in  the  fmallefl  degree  of 

danger 
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danger  from  any  one  ftate  or  kingdom  it  con* 
tained ;  nor  that  any  other  foreign  powers  than 
our  own  allies  were  likely  to  obtain  a  confiderable 
preponderance  in  the  fcale. 

That  France  had  hitherto  been  our  firft  object, 
in  all  confiderations  concerning  the  balance  of 
power.  The  prefence  or  abfence  of  France  totally 
varied  every  fort  of  fpeculation  relative  to  that 
balance. 

That  France  is,  at  this  time,  in  a  political  light, 
to  be  confidered  as  expunged  out  of  the  fyftem  of 
Europe.  Whether  fhe  could  ever  appear  in  it 
again,  as  a  leading  power,  was  not  eafy  to  deter* 
mine :  but  at  prefent  he  conlidered  France  as  not 
politically  exifting ;  and  moft  affuredly  it  would 
take  up  much  time  to  reftore  her  to  her  forme? 
active  exiftence- — Gallos  quoque  in  bellis  floruijje  au« 
divimus,  might  poffibly  be  the  language  of  the 
rifmg  generation.  He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that 
it  was  our  duty  to  keep  our  eye  on  that  nation, 
and  to  regulate  our  preparation  by  the  fymptoms 
of  her  recovery. 

That  it  was  to  her  ftrength,  not  to  her  form  of 
government  which  we  were  to  attend ;  becaufe  re- 
publicks,  as  well  as  monarchies,  were  fufceptible  of 
ambition,  jealoufy,  and  anger,  the  ufual  caufes  of 

war. 

But  if,  while  France  continued  in  this  fwoon, 

we  fhould  go  on   increafing  our  expences,  we 

K  fhould 
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ihould  certainly  make  ourfelves  lefs  a  match  for 
her,  when  it  became  our  concern  to  arm. 

It  was  faid,  that  as  fhe  had  fpeedily  fallen,  me 
might  fpeedily  rife  again.  He  doubted  this.  That 
the  fall  from  an  height  was  with  an  accelerated 
velocity  ;  but  to  lift  a  weight  up  to  that  height 
again  was  difficult,  and  oppofed  by  the  laws  of 
phyfica!  and  political  gravitation. 

In  a  political  view,  France  was  low  indeed.  She 
had  loft  every  thing,  even  to  her  name. 


ingens  littore  tntncus, 
«'  Avolfumque  bumeris  caput,  etfme  nomine  corpus"* 

He  was  aftonimed  at  it  —  he  was  alarmed  at  it  — 
he  trembled  at  the  uncertainty  of  all  human  great- 
nefs. 

Since  the  houfe  had  been  prorogued  in  the  fum- 
mer  much  work  was  done  in  France.   The  French 

*  Mr.  Burke,   probably,   had  in  his  mind  the  remainder  of 
the  pafTage,  and  was  filled  with  fom/e  congenial  apprehenfions  : 

"  Haec  finis  Priami  fatorum;  hie  exitus  ilium 

**  Sorte  tulit,  Trojam  incenfam,  &  prolapia  videntem 

'*  Pergama;  tot  quondam  populis,  terrifque,  fuperbunx 

"  Regnatorem  Afiae.     Jacet  ingens  littore  truncus, 

*'  Avolfumque  humeris  caput,  &  fine  nomine  corpus. 

<e  At  me  tarn  primum  faevus  circumftetit  horror; 

**  Obftupui  :  fubilt  cbari  ge  nitoris  imago1  '•    • 

had 
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had  flicwn  themfelves  the  ableft  architects  of  ruin 
that  had  hitherto  exifted  in  the  world.  In  that 
very  fhort  fpace  of  time  they  had  completely  pull- 
ed down  to  the  ground,  their  monarchy ;  tnoir 
church;  their  nobility ;  their  law;  their  revenue; 
their  army;  their  navy;  their  commerce;  their 
arts;  and  their  manufactures.  They  had  done 
their  buiinefs  for  us  as  rivals,  in  a  way  in  which 
twenty  Ramilies  or  Blenheims  could  never  have 
done  it.  Were  we  abfolute  conquerors,  and  France 
to  lie  proftrate  at  our  feet,  we  fhould  be  aihamed 
to  fend  a  commiffion  to  fettle  their  affairs,  which 
could  impofe  fo  hard  a  law  upon  the  French,  and 
fo  destructive  of  all  their  confequence  as  a  nation, 
as  that  they  had  impofed  upon  themfelves. 

France,  by  the  mere  circumftance  of  its  vicinity, 
had  been,  and  in  a  degree  always  muft  be,  an  ob- 
ject of  our  vigilance,  either  with  regard  to  her 
actual  power,  or  to  her  influence  and  example. 
As  to  the  former,  he  had  fpoken  ;  as  to  the  latter, 
(her  example)  he  mould  fay  a  few  words  :  for  by 
this  example  our  friendihip  and  our  intercourfe 
with  that  nation  had  once  been,  and  might  again, 
become  more  dangerous  to  us  than  their  worft 
hoftility. 

In  the  laft  century,  Louis  the  Fourteenth  had 
eftablifhed  a  greater  and  better  difciplined  mili- 
tary force  than  ever  had  been  before  feen  in  Eu- 
rope, 
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rope,  and  with  it  a  perfect  defpotifm.  Though 
that  defpotifm  was  proudly  arrayed  in  manners, 
gallantry,  fplendour,  magnificence,  and  even  co- 
vered over  with  the  impofing  robes  of  fcience,  lite- 
rature, and  arts,  it  was,  in  government, nothing  bet- 
ter than  a  painted  and  gilded  tyranny;  in  religion, 
an  hard,  ftcrn  intolerance,  the  fit  companion  and 
auxiliary  to  the  defpotick  tyranny  which  prevailed 
in  its  government.  The  fame  character  of  defpo- 
tifm infmuated  itfelf  into  every  court  of  Europe 
•—the  fame  fpirit  of  difproportioned  magnificence 
*— the  fame  love  of  ftanding  armies,  above  the  abi- 
lity of  the  people.  In  particular,  our  then  fove- 
reigns,  King  Charles  and  King  James,  fell  in  love 
with  the  government  of  their  neighbour,  fo  flat- 
tering to  the  pride  of  kings.  A  fimilarity  of  fen- 
timents  brought  on  connections  equally  dangerous 
to  the  interefts  and  liberties  of  their  country.  It 
were  well  that  the  infection  had  gone  no  farther 
than  the  throne.  The  admiration  of  a  government 
flouriming  and  fuccefsful,  unchecked  in  its  opera- 
rations,  and  feeming  therefore  to  compafs  its  ob- 
jects more  fpeedily  and  effectually,  gained  fome- 
thing  upon  all  ranks  of  people.  The  good  patriots 
of  that  day,  however,  ftruggled  againit  it.  They 
fought  nothing  more  anxiouily  than  to  break  off 
all  communication  with  France,  and  to  beget  a 
total  alienation  from  its  councils  and  its  example  j 

which, 
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,  by  the  animolity  prevalent  between  the 
abettors  of  their  religious  fyftem  and  the  aflertors 
of  ours,  was,  in  fome  degree,  effected. 

This  day  the  evil  is  totally  changed  in  France : 
but  there  is  an  evil  there.  The  difeafe  is  altered  j 
but  the  vicinity  of  the  two  countries  remains,  and 
muft  remain ;  and  the  natural  mental  habits  of 
mankind  are  fuch,  that  the  prefent  diftemper  of 
France  is  far  more  likely  to  be  contagious  than  the 
old  one ;  for  it  is  not  quite  eafy  to  fpread  a  paf- 
fion  for  fervitude  among  the  people:  but  in  all 
evils  of  the  oppolite  kind  our  natural  inclinations 
are  flattered.  In  the  cafe  of  defpotifm  there  is  the 
fo>dum  crimen  fervitutis ;  in  the  laft  thtfalfa  fpecies 
libertatis ;  and  accordingly,  as  the  hiftorian  fays, 
fronts  auribus  accipitur.  • 

In  the  laft  age  we  were  in  danger  of  being  en- 
tangled by  the  example  of  France  in  the  net  of  a 
relentlefs  defpotifm.  It  is  not  neceffary  to  fay  any 
thing  upon  that  example.  It  exifts  no  longer. 
Our  prefent  danger  from  the  example  of  a  people, 
whofe  character  knows  no  medium,  is,  with  re- 
gard to  government,  a  danger  from  anarchy ;  a, 
danger  of  being  led  through  an  admiration  of  fuc- 
cefsful  fraud  and  violence,  to  an  imitation  of  the 
excefles  of  an  irrational,  unprincipled,  profcribing, 
confifcating,  plundering,  ferocious,  bloody,  and 
tyrannical  democracy.  On  the  fide  of  religion-^ 
the  danger  of  their  example  is  no  longer  from  in- 
tolerance, 
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tolerance,  but  from  atheifm ;  a  foul,  unnatural 
vice,  foe  to  all  the  dignity  and  confolation  of  man- 
kind ;  which  feems  in  France,  for  a  long  time,  to 
have  been  embodied  into  a  faction,  accredited,  and 
almoft  avowed. 

Thefe  are  our  prefent  dangers  from  France :  but, 
in  his  opinion,  the  very  worft  part  of  the  example 
fet  is,  in  the  late  afiumption  of  citizenfhip  by  the 
army,  and  the  whole  of  the  arrangement,  or  ra- 
ther difarrangement  of  their  military. 

He  was  forry  that  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  dropped  even  a  word  expreffive  of 
exultation  on  that  circumftance ;  or  that  he  feemed 
of  opinion  that  die  objection  from  ftanding-armies 
was  at  all  lefTened  by  it.     He  attributed  this  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Fox  entirely  to  his  known  zeal  for 
the  beft  of  all  caufes,  Liberty.     That  it  was  with 
a  pain  inexpreffible  he  was  obliged  to  have  even 
the  fhadow  of  a  difference  with  his  friend,  whofe 
authority  would  be  always  great  with  him,  and 
with  all  thinking  people — Qua  maxima  fempcr  cen- 
fetur  nobis^  ct  erit  qua,  maxima  fcmper — His  confi- 
dence in  Mr.  Fox  was  fuch,  and  fo  ample,  as  to  be 
almoft  implicit.  That  he  was  not  afhamed  to  avow 
that  degree  of  docility.     That  when  the  choice  is 
Well  made,  it  ftrengthens  inftead  of  opprefling  our 
intellect.    That  he  who  calls  in  the  aid  of  an  equal 
underftanding  doubles  his  own.     He  who  profits 

of  a  fuperior  underftanding,  raifes  his  powers  to  a 

level 
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level  with  the  height  of  the  fuperior  underftand- 
ing  he  unites  with.  He  had  found  the  benefit  of 
fuch  a  junction,  and  would  not  lightly  depart 
from  it.  He  wiihed  almoft,  on  all  occafions,  that 
his  fentiments  were  underftood  to  be  conveyed  in 
Mr.  Fox's  words ;  and  that  he  wifhed,  as  amongft 
the  greateft  benefits  he  could  wifh  the  country, 
an  eminent  (hare  of  power  to  that  right  honour- 
able gentleman ;  becaufe  he  knew  that,  to  his  great 
and  mafterly  underftanding,  he  had  joined  the 
greateft  poflible  degree  of  that  natural  moderation, 
which  is  the  beft  corrective  of  power ;  that  he  was 
of  the  moft  artlefs,  candid,  open,  and  benevolent 
difpoiition ;  difinterefted  in  the  extreme ;  of  a 
temper  mild  and  placable,  even  to  a  fault ;  with- 
out one  drop  of  gall  in  his  whole  conftitution. 

That  the  houfe  muft  perceive,  from  his  coming 
forward  to  mark  an  expreflion  or  two  of  his  beft 
friend,  how  anxious  he  was  to  keep  the  diftemper 
of  France  from  the  leaft  countenance  in  England, 
where  he  was  fure  fome  wicked  perfons  had  fhewn 
a  ftrong  difpofition  to  recommend  an  imitation  of 
the  French  fpirit  of  reform.  He  was  fo  ftrongly 
oppofed  to  any  the  leaft  tendency  towards  the 
means  of  introducing  a  democracy  like  theirs,  as 
well  as  to  the  end  itfelf,  that  much  as  it  would  af- 
flict him,  if  fuch  a  thing  could  be  attempted,  and 
that  any  friend  of  his  could  concut  in  fuch  mea- 
fures,  (he  was  far,  very  far,  from  believing  they 

could); 
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could) ;  he  would  abandon  his  beft  friends,  and 
join  with  his  worft  enemies  to  oppofe  either  the 
means  or  the  end ;  and  to  refift  all  violent  exer- 
tions of  the  fpirit  of  innovation,  fo  diftant  from 
all  principles  of  true  and  fafe  reformation ;  a  fpirit 
well  calculated  to  overturn  ftates,  but  perfectly 
unfit  to  amend  them. 

That  he  was  no  enemy  to  reformation.  Almoft 
every  bufmefs  in  which  he  was  much  concerned, 
from  the  firft  day  he  fat  in  that  houfe  to  that 
hour,  was  a  bufmefs  of  reformation;  and  when  he 
had  not  been  employed  in  correcting,  he  had  been 
employed  in  refilling  abufes.  Some  traces  of  this 
fpirit  in  him  now  ftand  on  their  ftatute  book.  In 
his  opinion,  any  thing  which  unneceiTarily  tore  to 
pieces  the  contexture  of  the  ftate,  not  only  pre- 
vented all  real  reformation,  but  introduced  evils 
which  would  call,  but,  perhaps,  call  in  vain,  for 
new  reformation. 

That  he  thought  the  French  nation  very  unwife. 
What  they  valued  themfelves  on ,  was  a  difgracc 
to  them.  TneY  had  gloried  (and  fome  people  in 
England  had  thought  fit  to  take  ihare  in  that 
glory)  in  making  a  revolution ;  as  if  revolutions 
were  good  things  in  themfelves.  All  the  horrors, 
and  all  the  crimes  of  the  anarchy  which  led  to 
their  revolution,  which  attend  its  progrefs,  and 
•which  may  virtually  attend  it  in  its  eftablimment, 
pafs  for  nothing  with  the  lovers  of  revolutions. 

The 
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The  French  have  made  their  way  through  the  de- 
ftruction  of  their  country,  to  a  bad  conftitution, 
when  they  were  abfolutely  in  poffeilion  of  a  good 
one.  They  were  in  poffeilion  of  it  the  day  the 
flates  met  in  feparate  orders.  Their  bufmefs,  had 
they  been  either  virtuous,  or  wife,  or  had  been 
left  to  their  own  judgment,  was  to  fecure  the  lia- 
bility and  independence  of  the  ftates,  according  to 
thofe  orders,  under  the  monarch  on  the  throne* 
It  was  then  their  duty  to  icdrefs  grievances. 

Inftead  of  redreffing  grievances,  and  improving 
the  fabrick  of  their  ftate,  to  which  they  were  called 
by  their  monarch,  and  fent  by  their  country,  they 
were  made  to  take  a  very  different  courfe.  They 
firft  deftroyed  all  the  balances  and  counterpoifes 
which  ferve  to  fix  the  ftate,  and  to  give  it  a  fteady 
direction  ;  and  which  furnim  fure  correctives  to 
any  violent  fpirit  which  may  prevail  in  any  of  the 
orders.  Thefe  balances  exifted  in  their  oldeft  con- 
ftitution ;  and  in  the  conftitution  of  this  country ; 
and  in  the  conftitution  of  all  the  countries  in  Eu- 
rope. Thefe  they  rafhly  deftroyed,  and  then  they 
melted  down  the  whole  into  one  incongruous,  ill- 
connected  mafs. 

When  they  had  done  this,  they  inftantly,  and 
with  the  moft  atrocious  perfidy  and  breach  of 
all  faith  among  men,  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of  all 
property,  and  confequently  of  all  national  profpe- 
rity,  by  the  principles  they  eftablifiied,  and  the 

example 
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example  they  fet,  in  confifcating  all  the  pofieflions 
of  the  church.  They  made  and  recorded  a  fort  of 
inftitute  and  digeft  of  anarchy,  called  the  rights  of 
man,  in  fuch  a  pedantick  abufe  of  elementary  prin- 
ciples as  would  have  difgraced  boys  at  fchool ;  but 
this  declaration  of  rights  was  worfe  than  trifling 
and  pedantick  in  them ;  as  by  their  name  and  au- 
thority they  fyflematically  deftroyed  every  hold 
of  authority  by  opinion,  religious  or  civil,  on  the 
minds  of  the  people.  By  this  mad  declaration 
they  fubverted  the  ftate;  and  brought  on  fuch 
calamities  as  no  country,  without  a  long  war,  has 
ever  been  known  to  fuffer,  and  which  may  in  the 
end  produce  fuch  a  war,  and,  perhaps,  many  fuch. 

With  them  the  queftion  was  not  between  def- 
potifm  and  liberty.  The  facrifice  they  made  of 
the  peace  and  power  of  their  country  was  not 
made  on  the  altar  of  freedom.  Freedom,  and  a 
better  fecurity  for  freedom  than  that  they  have 
taken,  they  might  have  had  without  any  facrifice 
at  all.  They  brought  themfelves  into  all  the  ca- 
lamities they  fuflfer,  not  that  through  them  they 
might  obtain  a  Britiili  conftitution  ;  they  plunged 
themfelves  headlong  into  thofe  calamities,  to  pre- 
vent themfelves  from  fettling  into  that  conftitu- 
tion, or  into  any  thing  refembling  it. 

That  if  they  mould  perfectly  fucceevl  in  what 
they  propofe,  as  they  are  likely  enough  to  do,  and 
eftablifli  a  democracy,  or  a  mob  of  democracies, 
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in  a  country  circumftanced  like  France,  they  will 
eftablifh  a  very  bad  government — a  very  bad  fpe- 
cies  of  tyranny. 

That,  the  worft  effect  of  all  their  proceeding 
was  on  their  military,  which  was  rendered  an 
army  for  every  purpofe  but  that  of  defence. 
That,  if  the  queftion  was,  whether  foldiers  were 
to  forget  they  were  'citizens,  as  an  abftraft  pro- 
pofition,  he  could  have  no  difference  about  it ; 
though,  as  it  is  ufual,  when  abftract  principles  are 
to  be  applied,  much  was  to  be  thought  on  the 
manner  of  uniting  the  character  of  citizen  and  fol- 
dier.  But  as  applied  to  the  events  which  had  hap- 
pened in  France,  where  the  abftracl:  principle  was 
cloathed  with  its  circumftances,  he  thought  that 
his  friend  would  agree  with  him,  that  what  was 
done  there  furmihed  no  matter  of  exultation, 
cither  in  the  act  or  the  example.  Thefe  foldiers 
were  not  citizens;  but  bafe  hireling  mutineers, 
and  mercenary  fordid  deferters,  wholly  deftitute 
of  any  honourable  principle.  Their  conduct  was 
One  of  the  fruits  of  that  anarchick  fpirit,  from  the 
evils  of  which  a  democracy  itfelf  was  to  be  refort- 
ed  to  by  thofe  who  were  the  leaft  difpofed  to  that 
form  as  a  fort  of  refuge.  It  was  not  an  army  in 
corps  and  with  difcipline,  and  embodied  under 
the  refpectable  patriot  citizens  of  the  ftate  in  re- 
ifting  tyranny.  Nothing  like  it.  It  was  the  cafe 
)f  common  foldiers  deferting  from  their  officers, 

VOL.  V.  F  "  to 
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to  join  a  furious,  licentious  populace.  It  was  a  de- 
fertion  to  a  caufc,  the  real  object  of  which  was  to 
level  all  thofe  institutions,  and  to  break  all  thoic 
connections,  natural  and  civil,  that  regulate  and 
hold  together  the  community  by  a  chain  of  fub- 
ordination ;  to  raife  foldicrs  againft  their  officer^; 
fervants  againft  their  mafters ;  tradefmen  againft: 
their  cuflomers;  artificers  againft  their  "employers; 
tenants  againft  their  landlords ;  curates  againft 
their  bifhops ;  and  children  againft  their  parents. 
That  this  caufe  of  theirs  was  not  an  enemy  to  fer- 
yitude,  but  to  fociety. 

He  wifhed  the  houfe  to  confider,  how  the  mem- 
bers would  like  to  have  their  manfions  pulled 
down  and  pillaged,  their  perfons  abufed,  infulted, 
and  deftroyed ;  their  title  deeds  brought  out  and 
burned  before  their  faces,  and  themfelves  and 
their  families  driven  to  feek  refuge  in  every  na- 
tion throughout  Europe,  for  no  other  reafon  than 
this  ;  that  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  they  were 
born  gentlemen,  and  men  of  property,  and  were 
fufpected  of  a  defire  to  preferve  their  coniideration 
and  their  eftates.  The  defertion  in  France  was  to- 
aid  an  abominable  fedition,  the  very  profefled  prin- 
ciple of  which  was  an  implacable  hoftility  to  no- 
bility and  gentry,  and  whole  favage  war-hoop  was 
"  a  rAriftocrate"  by  which  fenfelefs,  bloody  cry,' 
they  animated  one  another  to  rapine  and  murder; 
whilft  abetted  by  ambitious  men  of  another  clafs, 

they 


Ott  THE  ARMY  ESTIMATES,   1790.  6f 

they  were  crufhing  every  thing  refpectable  and 
virtuous  in  their  nation,  and  to  their  power  dif- 
gracing  almoft  every  name,  by  which  we  formerly 
knew  there  was  fuch  a  country  in  the  world  as 
France. 

He  knew  too  well,,  and  he  felt  as  much  as  any  man, 
how  difficult  it  was  to  accommodate  a  Handing  ar- 
my to  a  free  conftitution,  or  to  any  conftitution. 
An  armed,  difciplined  body  is,  in  its  efience,  dan- 
gerous to  liberty ;  undifciplined,  it  is  ruinous  to  fo- 
ciety.  Its  component  parts  are,  in  the  latter  cafe,  nei- 
ther good  citizens  nor  good  foldiers.    What  have 
they  thought  of  in  France,  under  fuch  a  difficulty  as 
almoft  puts  the  human  faculties  to  a  ftand?  They 
have  put  their  army  under  fuch  a  variety  of  prin- 
ciples of  duty,  that  it  is  more  likely  to  breed  liti- 
gants, pettifoggers,  and  mutineers,  than  foldiers  *. 
They  have  fet  up,  to  balance  their  crown  army, 
another  army,  deriving  under  another  authority, 
called  a  municipal  army — a  balance  of  armies,  not 
of  orders.     Thefe  latter  they  have  deftroyed  with 
every  mark  of  infult  and  oppreflion.    States  may, 
and  they  will  beft,  exift  with  a  partition  of  civil 
powers.     Armies  cannot  exift  under  a   divided 
command.     This  ftate  of  things  he  thought,  in 
effect,  a  ftate  of  war,  or,  at  beft,  but  a  truce  inftead 
of  peace,  in  the  country. 

*  They  are  fworn  to  obey  the  king,  the  nation,  and  the  law. 

F  2  What 
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What  a  dreadful  thing  is  a  ftanding  army,  for 
the  conduct  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  which.) 
no  man  is  refponfible !  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
French  crown  army,  is  the  crown  refponfible  for 
the  whole  of  it  ?  Is  there  any  general  who  can  be 
refponfible  for  the  obedience  of  a  brigade  ?  Any 
colonel  for  that  of  a  regiment  ?  Any  captain  for 
that  of  a  company  ?  And  as  to  the  municipal  army, 
reinforced  as  it  is  by  the  new  citizen-deferters, 
under  whofe  command  are  they  ?  Have  we  not 
feen  them,  not  led  by,  but  dragging  their  nominal 
commander  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  when  they, 
or  thofe  whom  they  accompanied,  proceeded  to 
the  moft  atrocious  acts  of  treafon  and  murder  ? 
Are  any  of  thefe  armies  ?  Are  any  of  thefe  citizens? 

We  have  in  fuch  a  difficulty  as  that  of  fitting 
z  ftanding  army  to  the  ftate,  he  conceived,  done 
much  better.  We  have  not  diffracted  our  army 
by  divided  principles  of  obedience.  We  have  put 
them  under  a  fingle  authority,  with  a  fimple  (our 
common)  oath  of  fidelity ;  and  we  keep  the  whole 
under  our  annual  infpection.  This  was  doing  all 
that  could  be  fafely  done. 

He  felt  fome  concern  that  this  ftrange  thing, 
called  a  Revolution  in  France,  mould  be  compared 
with  the  glorious  event,  commonly  called  the  Re- 
volution in  England  ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  fol- 
diery,  on  that  occafion,  compared  with  the  behavi- 
our of  fome  of  the  troops  of  France  in  the  prc- 

lent 
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fent  inftance.  At  that  period  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
a  prince  of  the  blood  royal  in  England,  was  called 
in  by  the  flower  of  the  Englifli  ariftocracy  to  de- 
fend its  antient  conftitution,  and  not  to  level  all 
diftin&ions.  To  this  prince,  fo  invited,  the  arifto- 
cratick  leaders  who  commanded  the  troops  went 
over  with  their  feveral  corps,  in  bodies,  to  the  de- 
liverer of  their  country.  Ariftocratick  leaders 
brought  up  the  corps  of  citizens  who  newly  en- 
lifted  in  this  caufe.  Military  obedience  changed  its 
objecT; ;  but  military  difcipline  was  not  for  a  mo- 
ment interrupted  in  its  principle.  The  troops  were 
ready  for  war,  but  indifpofed  to  mutiny. 

But  as  the  conduct  of  the  Englifli  armies  was 
different,  fo  was  that  of  the  whole  Englifli  nation 
at  that  time.  In  truth,  the  circumftances  of  our 
revolution  (as  it  is  called)  and  that  of  France  are 
juft  the  reverfe  of  each  other  in  almoft  every  par- 
ticular, and  in  the  whole  fpirit  of  the  tranfaction. 
With  us  it  was  the  cafe  of  a  legal  monarch  at- 
tempting arbitrary  power — in  France  it  is  the  cafe 
of  an  arbitrary  monarch,  beginning,  from  what- 
ever caufe,  to  legalife  his  authority.  The  one  was 
to  be  refifted,  the  other  was  to  be  managed  and 
directed  ;  but  in  neither  cafe  was  the  order  of  the 
ftate  to  be  changed,  left  government  might  be 
ruined,  which  ought  only  to  be  corrected  and  le- 
galifed.  With  us  we  got  rid  of  the  man,  and  pre- 
ferved  the  conftituent  parts  of  the  ftate.  There 
F  3  they 
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they  get  rid  of  the  conftituent  parts  of  the  ftate, 
and  keep  the  man.  What  we  did  was  in  truth  and 
fubftance,  and  in  a  constitutional  light,  a  revolu- 
tion, not  made,  but  prevented.  We  took  folid 
fecurities  ;  we  fettled  doubtful  queftions  ;  we  cor- 
rected anomalies  in  our  law.  In  the  (table  fun- 
damental parts  of  our  conftitution  we  made  no 
revolution ;  no,  nor  any  alteration  at  all.  We  did 
not  impair  the  monarchy.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
fhewn  that  we  ftrengthened  it  very  confiderably. 
The  nation  kept  the  fame  ranks,  the  fame  orders, 
the  fame  privileges,  the  fame  franchifes,  the  fame 
rules  for  property,  the  fame  fubordinations,  the 
fame  order  in  the  law,  in  the  revenue,  and  in  the 
magiftracy;  the  fame  lords,  the  fame  commons, 
the  fame  corporations,  the  fame  electors. 

The  church  was  not  impaired.  Her  eftates, 
her  majeicy,  her  fplendour,  her  orders  and  grada- 
tions continued  the  fame.  She  was  preferved  in 
her  full  efficiency,  and  cleared  only  of  a  certain 
intolerance,  which  was  her  weaknefs  and  difgrace. 
The  church  and  the  ftate  were  the  fame  after  the 
revolution  that  they  were  before,  but  better  fe- 
cured  in  every  part. 

Was  little  done  becaufe  a  revolution  was  not 
made  in  the  conftitution  ?  No !  Every  thing  was 
done ;  becaufe  we  commenced  with  reparation  not 
with  ruin.  Accordingly  the  ftate  flourtfhed.  In- 
ftead  of  lying  as  dead,  in  *  fort  of  trance,  or  ex- 

pofed 
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pofed  as  fome  others,  in  an  epileptick  fit,  to  the 
pity  or  derilion  of  the  world,  for  her  wild,  ridicu- 
lous, convulfive  movements,  impotent  to  every 
purpofe  but  that  of  darning  out  her  brains  againft 
the  pavement,  Great  Britain  rofe  above  the  ftand- 
ard,  even  of  her  former  felf.  An  aera  of  a  more 
improved  domeftick  profperity  then  commenced, 
andftill  continues,  not  only  unimpaired, but  grow- 
ing, under  the  wafting  hand  of  time.  All  the 
energies  of  the  country  were  awakened.  England 
never  prefented  a  firmer  countenance,  or  a  more 
vigorous  arm,  to  all  her  enemies,  and  to  all  her 
rivals.  Europe  under  her  refpired  and  revived. 
Every  where  ihe  appeared  as  the  protector,  afTer- 
tor,  or  avenger,  of  liberty,  A  war  was  made  and 
fupported  againft  fortune  itfelf.  The  treaty  of 
Ryfwick,  which  firft  limited  the  power  of  France, 
was  foon  after  made  :  the  grand  alliance  very 
(hortly  followed,  which  ihook  to  the  foundations 
the  dreadful  power  which  menaced  the  indepen- 
dence of  mankind.  The  ftates  of  Europe  lay 
happy  under  the  ihade  of  a  great  and  free  mo- 
narchy, which  knew  how  to  be  great  without  en- 
dangering its  own  peace  at  home,  or  the  internal 
or  external  peace  of  any  of  its  neighbours. 

Mr.  Burke  faid  he  mould  have  felt  very  unplea- 
fantly  if  he  had  not  delivered  thefe  fentiments.  He 
was  near  the  end  of  his  natural,  probably  ftill 
nearer  to  the  end  of  his  political  career ;  that  he 

F  4  was 
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was  weak  and  weary ;  and  wiflied  for  reft.  That 
he  was  little  difpofed  to  controveriies,  or  what  is 
called  a  detailed  oppofition.  That  at  his  time  of 
life,  if  he  could  not  do  fomething  by  fome  fort  of 
weight  of  opinion,  natural  or  acquired,  it  was  ufe- 
lefs  and  indecorous  to  attempt  any  thing  by  mere 
ftruggle.  Turpc  fcnex  miles.  That  he  had  for 
that  reafon  little  attended  the  army  buiinefs,  or 
that  of  the  revenue,  or  almoft  any  other  matter 
of  detail  for  fome  years  paft.  That  he  had,  how- 
ever, his  talk.  He  was  far  from  condemning  fuch 
oppofition  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  moft  highly  ap- 
plauded it,  where  a  juft  occafion  exifted  for  it, 
and  gentlemen  had  vigour  and  capacity  to  purfue 
it.  Where  a  great  occafion  occurred,  he  was,  and 
while  he  continued  in  parliament,  would  be 
amongft  the  moft  a,clive  and  the  moft  earneft,  as 
he  hoped  he  had  fhewn  on  a  late  event.  With 
refpect  to  the  conftitution  itfelf,  he  wifhed  few  al- 
terations in  it.  Happy  if  he  left  it  not  the  worfe 
for  any  mare  he  had  taken  in  its  fervice. 

Mr.  Fox  then  rofe,  and  declared,  in  fubftance, 
that  fo  far  as  regarded  the  French  army,  he  went 
no  farther  than  the  general  principle,  by  which 
that  army  {hewed  itfelf  indifpofed  to  be  an  inftru- 
ment  in  the  fervitude  of  their  fellow  citizens,  but 
did  not  enter  into  the  particulars  of  their  con- 
duct. He  declared,  that  he  did  not  affect  a  de- 
mocracy. That  he  always  thought  any  of  the 

fimple. 
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pie,  unbalanced  governments  bad;  fimple  mo* 
narchy,  limple  ariftocracy,  fimple  democracy ;  he 
held  them  all  imperfect  or  vicious :  all  were  bad 
by  themfelves  :  the  compoiition  alone  was  good. 
That  thefe  had  been  always  his  principles,  in  which 
he  had  agreed  with  his  friend  Mr.  Burke,  of 
whom  he  faid  many  kind  and  flattering  things, 
which  Mr.  Burke,  I  take  it  for  granted,  will  know 
himfelf  too  well  to  think  he  merits,  from  any 
thing  but  Mr.  Fox's  acknowledged  good-nature. 
Mr.  Fox  thought,  however,  that,  in  many  cafes 
Mr.  Burke  was  rather  carried  too  far  by  his  hatred 
to  innovation. 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  well  knew  that  thefe  had 
been  Mr.  Fox's  invariable  opinions ;  that  they 
were  a  fure  ground  for  the  confidence  of  his  coun- 
try. But  he  had  been  fearful,  that  cabals  of  very 
different  intentions,  would  be  ready  to  make  ufe 
of  his  great  name,  againft  his  character  and  fenti«- 
ments,  in  order  to  derive  a  credit  to  their  deftruc- 
tive  machinations. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  then  rofe,  and  made  a  lively  and 
eloquent  fpeech  againft  Mr.  Burke  ;  in  which, 
among  other  things,  he  faid  that  Mr.  Burke  had 
libelled  the  national  aflembly  of  France,  and  had 
caft  out  reflections  on  fuch  characters  as  thofe  of 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  Mr.  Bailly. 

Mr.  Burke  faid, that  he  did  not  libel  the  national 
aflembly  of  France,  whom  he  confidered  very 

little 
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little  in  the  difcufiion  of  thefe  matters.  That  he 
thought  all  the  fubftantial  power  refided  in  the 
republick  of  Paris,  whofe  authority  guided,  or 
whofe  example  was  followed  by  all  the  republicks 
of  France.  The  republick  of  Paris  had  an  army 
under  their  orders,  and  not  under  thofe  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly. 

N.  B.  As  to  the  particular  gentlemen,  I  do  not 
remember  that  Mr.  Burke  mentioned  either  of 
them— certainly  not  Mr.  Bailly.  He  alluded,  un- 
doubtedly, to  the  cafe  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette  ;  but  whether  what  he  afferted  of  him  be  a 
libel  on  him,  muft  be  left  to  thofe  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  the  debate  with  becoming 
gravity  and  dignity,  and  a  referve  on  both  fides  of 
the  queftion,  as  related  to  France,  fit  for  a  perfon 
in  a  minifterial  fituation.  He  faid,  that  what  he 
had  fpoken  only  regarded  France  when  me  mould 
unite,  which  he  rather  thought  me  foon  might, 
with  the  liberty  me  had  acquired,  the  bleflings  of 
law  and  order.  He,  too,  faid  feveral  civil  things 
concerning  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Burke,  as  ap- 
plied to  this  country. 
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IT  may  not  be  unneceffary  to  inform  the  Reader, 
that  the  following  Reflections  had  their  origin 
in  a  correfpondence  between  the  Author  and  a 
very  young  gentleman  at  Paris,  who  did  him  the 
honour  of  deiiring  his  opinion  upon  the  important 
tranfaclions,  which  then,  and  ever  fince,  have  fo 
much  occupied  the  attention  of  all  men.  An  an- 
fwer  was  written  fome  time  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober 17895  but  it  was  kept  back  upon  prudential 
conliderations.  That  letter  is  alluded  to  in  the 
beginning  of  the  following  fheets.  It  has  been 
fince  forwarded  to  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
drefled.  The  reafons  for  the  delay  in  fending  it 
were  afligned  in  a  ftiort  letter  to  the  fame  gentle- 
man. This  produced  on  his  part  a  new  and  pref- 
ling  application  for  the  Author's  fentiments. 

The  Author  began  a  fecondand  more  full  difcuf- 
fion  on  the  fubjech  This  he  had  fome  thoughts  of 
publifhing  early  in  the  laft  fpringj  but  the  matter 
gaining  upon  him,  he  found  that  what  he  had  un- 
dertaken not  only  far  exceeded  the  meafure  of  a 
letter,  but  that  its  importance  required  rather  a 
more  detailed  confideration  than  at  that  time  he 
had  any  leifure  to  beftow  upon  it.  However,  hav- 
ing thrown  down  his  firft  thoughts  in  the  form  of 

a  letter, 
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a  letter,  and  indeed  when  he  fat  down  to  write, 
having  intended  it  for  a  private  letter,  he  found  it 
difficult  to  change  the  form  of  addrefs,  when  his 
fentiments  had  grown  into  a  greater  extent,  and 
had  received  another  direction.  A  different  plan, 
he  is  fenfible,  might  be  more  favourable  to  a  com- 
modious divifion  and  diftribution  of  his  matter. 


REFLEC* 


HEFLECTIONS, 


DEAR  SIR, 

YOU  are  pleafed  to  call  again,  and  with  fome 
earneftnefs,  for  my  thoughts  on  the  late  pro- 
ceedings in  France.  I  will  not  give  you  reafon  to 
imagine,  that  I  think  my  fentiments  of  fuch  value 
as  to  wilh  myfelf  to  be  folicited  about  them.  They 
are  of  too  little  confequence  to  be  very  anxioufly 
either  communicated  or  withheld.  It  was  from 
attention  to  you,  and  to  you  only,  that  I  helitated 
at  the  time,  when  you  firft  defired  to  receive  them. 
In  the  firft  letter  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you, 
and  which  at  length  I  fend,  I  wrote  neither  for  nor 
from  any  defcription  of  men  ;  nor  fhall  I  in  this. 
My  errors,  if  any,  are  my  own.  My  reputation 
alone  is  to  anfwer  for  them. 

You  fee,  Sir,  by  the  long  letter  I  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  you,  that  though  I  do  moft  heartily  wifli 
that  France  may  be  animated  by  a  fpirit  of  rational 
liberty,  and  that  I  think  you  bound,  in  all  honeft 
policy,  to  provide  a  permanent  body,  in  which 
that  fpirit  may  refide,  and  an  effectual  organ,  by 
which  it  may  ad,  it  is  my  misfortune  to  entertain 

great 
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great  doubts  concerning  feveral  material  points  in 
your  late  tranfacHons. 

You  imagined,  when  you  wrote  laft,  that  I 
might  poflibly  be  reckoned  among  the  approvers 
of  certain  proceedings  in  France,  from  the  folemn 
publick  feal  of  fanction  they  have  received  from 
two  clubs  of  gentlemen  in  London,  called  the  Gon- 
Ititutional  Society,  and  the  Revolution  Society. 

I  certainly  have  the  honour  to  belong  to  more 
clubs  than  one*  in  which  the  conftitulion  of  this 
kingdom,  and  the  principles  of  the  glorious  revoj 
hition,  are  held  in  high  reverence:  and  I  reckon 
myfelf  among  the  moft  forward  in  my  zeal  for 
maintaining  that  conftitution  and  thofe  principles 
in  their  utmoft  purity  and  vigour.  It  is  becaufe  I 
do  fo,  that  I  think  it  neceflkry  for  me,  that  there* 
fliould  be  no  miftake.  Thofe  who  cultivate  the 
memory  of  our  revolution,  and  thofe  who  are  at- 
tached to  the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  will 
take  good  care  how  they  are  involved  with  per- 
fons  who,  under  the  pretext  of  zeal  towards  the 
revolution  and  conftitution,  too  frequently  wan- 
der from  their  true  principles ;  and  are  ready  on 
every  occaiion  to  depart  from  the  firm  but  cauti- 
ous and  deliberate  fpirit  which  produced  the  one, 
and  which  prefides  in  the  other.  Before  I  proceed 
to  anfwer  the  more  material  particulars  in  your 
letter,  I  {hall  beg  leave  to  give  you  fuch  informa- 
tion as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  the  two  clubs' 

which 
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which  have. thought  proper,  as  bodies,  to  interfere 
in  the  concerns  of  France  ;  firft  affuringj  you,  that 
I  am  not,  and  that  I  have  never  been,  a  member 
of  either  of  tliofe  focieties. 

The  firft,  calling  itfelf. the  Conflitutlonal  Society, 
or  Society  for  Conititutional  Information,  or  by 
fome  inch  title,  is,  I  believe,  of  feven  or  eisjht  years 
{landing.  The  inilitu.tion  of  this  fociety  appears 

to  be  of  a  charitable,  and.fo  far  of  a  laudable,  na- 

• 

ture  :  it  was  intended  for  the  circulation,  at  the 

'  i 

expence  of  the  members,  of  many  books,  which 
few  others  would  be  at  the  expence  of  buying  ; 
and  which  might  .lie  on  the  hands  of  the_  bookfel- 
lers,  to  the  great  lofs  of  an  ufeful  body  of  men. 
Whether  the  books  fo  charitably  circulated,  were 
ever  as  charitably  read,  is  more  than  I,  know.  Pof- 
fibly  feveral  of  them  have  been  exported  to 
France  ;  and,  like  goods  not  in  requeft  here,  may 
with  you  have  found  a  market.  I  have  heard 
much  talk  of  the  lights  to  be  drawn  from  books 

that  are,  fent  from  hence.     What  improvements 

• 

they  have  had  in  their. paflaffe  (as  it  is  laid  fome 

*  A  O          V 

liquors  are  meliorated  by  eroding  the  Tea)  ,1  can- 
not tell :  but  I  never  heard  a  man  of  common 
judgment,  or  the  leail  degree  of  information,  fpeak 
a  word  in  praife  of  the  greater  part  of  the  publi- 
cations circulated  by  that  fociety  ;  nor  have  their 
proceedings  been  accounted,  except  by  fome  of 
themfelves,  as  of  any  ferious  confequence. 

VOL.  V.  G  Your 
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Your  national  afiembly  feems  to  entertain  much 
t  he  fame  opinion  that  I  do  of  this  poor  charitable 
club.     As  a  nation,  you  referved  the  whole  ftock 
of  your  eloquent  acknowledgments  for  the  Revo- 
lution Society  ;  when  their  fellows  in  the  Confti- 
tutional  were,  in  equity,  entitled  to  fome  mare. 
Since  you  have  feleclcd  the  Revolution  Society  as 
the  great   object  of  your   national  thanks   and 
praifes,  you  will  think  me  excufeable  in  making  its 
late  conduct  the  fubject  of  my  obfervations.     The 
national  afiembly  of  France  has  given  importance 
to  thefe  gentlemen  by  adopting  them  ;    and  they 
return  the  favour,  by  acting  as  a  committee  in 
England  for  extending  the  principles  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly.     Henceforward  we  muft  conlider 
them  as  a  kind  of  privileged  perfons ;  as  no  in- 
confiderable  members  in  the  diplomatick  body. 
This  is  one  among  the  revolutions  which  have 
given  fplcndour  to  obfcurity,  and  diftinction  to  un- 
difccrned  merit.     Until  very  lately  I  do  not  re- 
collect to  have  heard  of  this  club.  I  am  quite  fure 
that  it  never  occupied  a  moment  of  my  thoughts ; 
nor,  I  believe,  thofe  of  any  perfon  out  of  their 
own  fet.     I  find,  upon  enquiry,  that  on  the  anni- 
verfary  of  the  revolution  in  1688,  a  club  of  diflen- 
ters,  but  of  what  denomination  I  know  not,  have 
long  had  the  cuftom  of  hearing  a  fermon  in  one 
of  their  churches  ;   and  that  afterwards  they  fpent 
the  day  cheerfully,  as  other  clubs  do,  at  the  ta- 
vern. 
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vern.  But  I  never  heard  that  any  publick  mea- 
re,  or  political  fyftem,  much  lefs  that  the  merits 
of  the  conftitution  of  any  foreign  nation,  had 
been  the  fubject  of  a  formal  proceeding  at  their 
feftivals ;  until,  to  my  inexpreflible  furprize,  I 
found  them  in  a  fort  of  publick  capacity,  by  a 
congratulatory  addrefs,  giving  an  authoritative 
fanction  to  the  proceedings  of  the  national  afTem- 
bly  in  France. 

In  the  antient  principles  and  conduct  of  the 
club,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  they  were  declared,  I  fee  no- 
thing to  which  I  could  take  exception.  I  think  it 
very  probable,  that  for  fome  purpofe,  new  mem- 
bers may  have  entered  among  them ;  and  that 
fome  truly  chriftiah  politicians,  who  love  to  dif- 
penfe  benefits,  but  are  careful  to  conceal  the  hand 
which  diftributes  the  dole,  may  have  made  them 
the  inftruments  of  their  pious  defigns.  What- 
ever I  may  have  reafon  to  fufpect  concerning  pri- 
vate management,  I  {hall  fpeak  of  nothing  as  of  a 
certainty  but  what  is  publick. 

For  one,  I  mould  be  forry  to  be  thought,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  concerned  in  their  proceed- 
ings. I  certainly  take  my  full  mare,  along  with 
the  reft  of  the  world,  in  my  individual  and  pri- 
vate capacity,  in  fpeculating  on  what  has  been 
done,  or  is  doing,  on  the  publick  ftage  ;  in  any 
place  antient  or  modern ;  in  the  republick  of 
Rome,  or  the  republick  of  Paris  j  but  having  no 
G  2  general 
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general  apoftolical  miflion,  being  a  citizen  of 'a 
particular  ftate,  and  being  bound  up  in  a  confider- 
able  degree,  by  its  publick  will,  I  fhould  think  it  at 
leaft  improper  arid  irregular  for  me  to  open  a  for- 
mal publick  correfpondence  with  the  actual  go- 
vernment of  a  foreign  nation,  without  the  exprefs. 
"  authority  of  the  government  under  which  I  live. 

I  mould  be  {till  more  'unwilling  to  enter  into 
that  correfpondence,  under  any  thing  like  an  equi- 
vocal defcription,  which  to  many,  unacquainted 
with  our  ufages,  might  make  the  addrefs,  in  which 
I  joined,  appear  as  the  act  of  perfons  in  fome  fort 
of  corporate  capacity,  acknowledged  by' the  laws 
of  this  kingdom,  and  authorized  to  fpeak  the 

fenfe  of  fome  part  of  it.     On  account  of  the  am- 

. 
~biguity  and  uncertainty  of  unauthorized  general 

descriptions,  and  of  the  deceit  which  may  be  prac- 
tifed  under  them,  and  not  from  mere  formality,, 
the  houfe  of  commons  would  reject  the  moft 
fneaking  petition  for  the  moft  trifling  object,  un- 
der that  mode  of  iignature  to  which  you  have 
thrown  open  the  folding-doors  of  your  prefence 
chamber,  and  have  ufhered  into  your  national  af- 
fembly,  with  as  much  ceremony  and  parade,  and 
with  as  great  a  buftle  of  applaufe,  as  if  you  had 
been  vifited  by.  the  whole  reprefentative  majefty  of 
the  whole  Englifh  nation.  If  what  this  fociety 
has  thought  proper  to  fend  forth  had  been  a  piece 
of  argument,  it  would  have  fignified  tittle  who'fe 

argument 
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argument  it  was.  It  would  be  neither  the  more 
nor  the  lefs  convincing  on  account  of  the  party  it 
came  from.  But  this  is  only  a  vote  and  refolutioru 
It  ftands  foleiy  on  authority  ;  and  in  this  cafe  it  is 
the  mere  authority  of  individuals,  few  of  whom 
appear.  Their  lignatures  ought,  in  my  opinion, 
to  have  been  annexed  to  their  inftrument.  The 
world  would  then  have  the  means  of  knowing 
how  many  they  are ;  who  they  are  ;  and  of 
what  value  their  opinions  may  be,  from  their  per- 
fonal  abilities,  from  their  knowledge,  their  expe- 
rience, or  their  lead  and  authority  in  this  ftate. 
To  me,  who  am  but  a  plain  man,  the  proceeding 
looks  a  little  too  refined,  and  too  ingenious ;  it  has 
too  much  the  air  of  a  political  ftratagem,  adopt- 
ed for  the  fake  of  giving,  under  an  high-found- 
ing name,  an  importance  to  the  publick  declara- 
tions of  this  chjb,  which,  when  the  matter  came  to 
be  clofely  infpected,  they  did  not  altogether  fo 
well  deferve.  It  is  a  policy  that  has  very  much 
the  complexion  of  a  fraud. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  love  a  manly  %  moral,  re- 
gulated liberty  as  well  as  any  gentleman,  of  that 
fociety,  be  he  who  he  will ;  and  perhaps  I  have 
given  as  good  proofs  of  my  attachment  to  that 
caufe,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  my  publick  conduct. 
I  think  I  envy  liberty  as  little  as  they  do,  to  any 
other  nation.  But  I  cannot  ftand  forward,  ancl 
give  praife  or  blame  to  any  thing  which  relates  to 
G  3  .human 
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human  actions,  and  human  concerns,  on  a  fimple 
view  of  the  object,  as  it  ftands  ftripped  of  every 
relation,  in  all  the  nakednefs  and  folitude  of 
metaphyfical  abftraction.  Circumftances  (which 
with  fome  gentlemen  pafs  for  nothing)  give  in  re- 
ality to  every  political  principle  its  diflinguiming 
colour,  and  difcriminating  effect.  The  circum- 
ftances  are  what  render  every  civil  and  political 
fcheme  beneficial  or  noxious  to  mankind.  Ab- 
ftracledly  fpeaking,  government,  as  well  as  liberty, 
is  good  ;  yet  could  I,  in  common  fenfe,  ten  years 
ago,  have  felicitated  France  on  her  enjoyment  of 
a  government  (for  me  then  had  a  government) 
without  enquiry  what  the  nature  of  that  govern- 
ment was,  or  how  it  was  adminiftered  ?  Can  I 
now  congratulate  the  fame  nation  upon  its  free- 
dom ?  Is  it  becaufe  liberty  in  the  abftracl  may  be 
clafled  amongft  the  bleffings  of  mankind,  that  I 
am  ferioufly  to  felicitate  a  mad-man,  who  has  ef- 
caped  from  the  protecting  reftraint  and  wholefome 
darknefs  of  his  cell,  on  his  reftoration  to  the  en- 
joyment of  light  and  liberty  ?  Am  I  to  congratu- 
late an  highwayman  and  murderer,  who  has  broke 
prifon,  upon  the  recovery  of  his  natural  rights  ? 
This  would  be  to  act  over  again  the  fcene  of  the 
criminals  condemned  to  the  gallics,  and  their  he- 
roick  deliverer,  the  mctaphyfick  knight  of  the  for- 
rowful  countenance. 

When  I  fee  the  fpirit  of  liberty  in  action,  I  fee  a 

ftrong 
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trong  principle  at  work ;  and  this,  for  a  while,  is 
all  I  can  poflibly  know  of  it.  The  wild  gas,  the 
fixed  air  is  plainly  broke  loofe :  but  we  ought  to 
fufpend  our  judgment  until  the  firft  effervefcence 
is  a  little  fubfided,  till  the  liquor  is  cleared,  and  un- 
til we  fee  fomething  deeper  than  the  agitation  of 
a  troubled  and  frothy  furface.  I  muft  be  tolerably 
fure,  before  I  venture  publickly  to  congratulate 
men  upon  a  bleffing,  that  they  have  really  re- 
ceived one.  Flattery  corrupts  both  the  receiver 
and  the  giver  ;  and  adulation  is  not  of  more  fer- 
vice  to  the  people  than  to  kings.  I  mould  there- 
fore fufpend  my  congratulations  on  the  new  li- 
berty of  France,  until  I  was  informed  how  it  had 
been  combined  with  government;  with  publick 
force ;  with  the  difcipline  and  obedience  of  ar- 
mies :  with  the  collection  of  an  effective  and  well- 
diftributed  revenue  j  with  morality  and  religion  ; 
with  folidity  and  property ;  with  peace  and  or- 
der ;  with  civil  and  focial  manners.  All  thefe  (in 
their  way)  are  good  things  too  ;  and,  without 
them,  liberty  is  not  a  benefit  whilft  it  lafts,  and  is 
not  likely  to  continue  long.  The  effect  of  liberty 
to  individuals  is,  that  they  may  do  what  they 
pleafe  :  we  ought  to  fee  what  it  will  pleafe  them  to 
do,  before  we  rifque  congratulations,  which  may 
be  foon  turned  into  complaints.  Prudence  would 
dictate  this  in  the  cafe  of  feparate  infulated  private 
men;  but  liberty,  when  men  act  in  bodies,  is 
G  4  power. 
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poiver.  Coniiderate  people,  before  they  declare 
themfelves,  will  obferve  the  ufe -which  is  made  of 
power ;  and  particularly  of  fo  trying  a  thing  as 
nciu  power  in  new  perfons,  of  whofe  principles, 
tempers,  and  difpofitions,  they  have  little  or  no 
experience,  and  in  lituatkms  where  thofe  who  ap- 
pear the  moil  ftirring  in  the  fcene  may  poffibly'not 
be  the  real  movers. 

All  thefe  coniiderations  however  were  below  the 
tranfcendental  dignity  of  the  revolution  fociety. 
Whilft  I  continued  in  the  country,  from  whence 
I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you,  I  had  but  an 
imperfect  idea  of  their  tranfactions.  On  my  com- 
ing to  town,  I  fent  for  an  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, which  had  been  published  by  their  au- 
thority, containing  a  fermon  of  Dr.  Price,  with 
the  Duke  de  Rochefaucault's  and  the  Archbifhop 
of  Aix's  letter,  and  feveral  other  documents  an- 
nexed. The  whole  of  that  publication,  with  the 
manifelt  defign  of  connecting  the  affairs  of  France 
with  thofe  of  England,  by  drawing  us  into  an 
imitation  of  the  conduct  of  the  national  affembly, 
gave  me  a  conliderable  degree  of  uneaiinefs.  The 
effect  of  that  conduct  upon  the  power,  credit,  prof- 
perity,  and  tranquillity  of  France,  became  every 
day  more  evident.  The  form  of  conftitution  to 
be  fettled,  for  its  future  polity,  became"  more  clear. 
We  arc  now  in  a  condition  to  difcern,  with  toler- 
able exactnefs,  the  true  nature  of  the  object  held 

up 
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up  to  our  imitation.  If  the  prudence  of  referve 
and  decorum  dictates  filence  in  fome  circumftances, 
in  others  prudence  of  an  higher  order  may  juftify 
us  in  fpeaking  our  thoughts.  The  beginnings  of 
confuiion  with  us  in  England  are  at  prefent  feeble 
enough  ;  but  with  you,  we  have  feen  an  infancy 
flill  more  feeble,  growing  by  moments  into  a 
ftrength  to  heap  mountains  upon  mountains,  and 
to  wage  war  with  heaven  itfelf.  Whenever  our 
neighbour's  houfe  is  on  fire,  it  cannot  be  amifs  for 
the  engines  to  play  a  little  on  our  own.  Better  to 
be  defpifed  for  too  anxious  apprehenfions,  than 
ruined  by  too  confident  a  fecurity. 

Solicitous  chiefly  for  the  peace  of  my  own  coun- 
try, but  by  no  means  .unconcerned  for  your's,  I 
wilh  to  communicate  more  largely,  what  was  at 
firft  intended  only  for  your  private  fatisfaclion. 
I  ihall  flill  keep  your  affairs  in  my  eye,  and  con- 
tinue to  addrefs  myfelf  to  you.  Indulging  myfelf 
in  the  freedom  of  epiftolary  intercourfe,  I  beg 
leave  to  throw  out  my  thoughts,  and  exprefs  my 
feelings,  juft  as  they  arife  in  my  mind,  with  very 
little  attention  to  formal  method.  I  fet  out  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  revolution  fociety  ;  but  I 
fhall  not  confine  myfelf  to  them.  Is  it  poflible  I 
mould  ?  It  looks  to  me  as  if  I  were  in  a  great  cri- 
fis,  not  of  the  affairs  of  France  alone,  but  of  all 
Europe,  perhaps  of  more  than  Europe.  All  cir- 
cumftances taken  together,  the  French  revolution 

is 
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18  the  moft  aftoniming  that  has  hitherto  happened 
in  the  world.  The  moft  wonderful  things  are 
brought  about  in  many  inftances  by  means  the 
moft  abfurd  and  ridiculous  ;  in  the  moft  ridicu- 
lous modes  ;  and  apparently,  by  the  moft  con- 
temptible inftruments.  Every  thing  feems  out  of 
nature  in  this  ftrange  chaos  of  levity  and  ferocity, 
and  of  all  forts  of  crimes  jumbled  together  with 
all  forts  of  follies.  In  viewing  this  monftrous  tragi- 
comick  fcene,  the  moft  oppoiite  pailions  necef- 
farily  fucceed,  and  fometimes  mix  with  each  other 
in  the  mind ;  alternate  contempt  and  indignation ; 
alternate  laughter  and  tears  ;  alternate  fcorn  and 
horror. 

It  cannot  however  be  denied,  that  to  fome  this 
ftrange  fcene  appeared  in  quite  another  point  of 
view.  Into  them  it  infpired  no  other  fentiments 
than  thofe  of  exultation  and  rapture.  They  faw 
nothing  in  what  has  been  done  in  France,  but  a 
firm  and  temperate  exertion  of  freedom  ;  fo  con- 
fiftent,  on  the  whole,  with  morals  and  with  piety, 
as  to  make  it  deferving  not  only  of  the  fecular  ap- 
plaufe  of  dafhing  Machiavelian  politicians,  but  to 
render  it  a  fit  theme  for  all  the  devout  effufions  of 
facred  eloquence. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  4th  of  November  laft, 
Doctor  Richard  Price,  a  non-conforming  minifter 
of  eminence,  preached  at  the  diflenting  meeting- 
houfe  of  the  Old  Jewry,  to  his  club  or  fociety,  a 

very 
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very  extraordinary  mifcellaneous  fermon,  in  which 
there  are  fome  good  moral  and  religious  feriti- 
ments,  and  not  ill  expreffed,  mixed  up  with  a  fort 
of  porridge  of  various  political  opinions  and  re- 
flections :  but  the  revolution  in  France  is  the 
grand  ingredient  in  the  cauldron.  I  conlider  the 
addrefs  tranfmitted  by  the  revolution  fociety  to 
the  national  affembly,  through  Earl  Stanhope,  as 
originating  in  the  principles  of  the  fermon,  and  as 
a  corollary  from  them.  It  was  moved  by  the 
preacher  of  that  difcourfe.  It  was  paffed  by  thofe 
who  came  reeking  from  the  effect  of  the  fermon, 
without  any  cenfure  or  qualification,  expreffed  or 
implied.  If,  however,  any  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
cerned mall  wifh  to  feparate  the  fermon  from  the 
refolution,  they  know  how  to  acknowledge  the 
one,  and  to  difavow  the  other.  They  may  do  it: 
I  cannot. 

For  my  part,  I  looked  on  that  fermon  as  the 
publick  declaration  of  a  man  much  connected  with 
literary  caballers,  and  intriguing  philofophers ; 
with  political  theologians,  and  theological  politi- 
cians, both  at  home  and  abroad.  I  know  they 
fet  him  up  as  a  fort  of  oracle ;  becaufe,  with  the 
beft  intentions  in  the  world,  he  naturally  philip- 
pizes,  and  chaunts  his  prophetick  fong  in  exact 
unifon  with  their  defigns. 

That  fermon  is  in  a,  ftrain  which  I  believe  has 
not  been  heard  in  this  kingdom,  in  any  of  the 

pulpits 
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pulpits  which  are  tolerated  or  encouraged  in  it, 
iince.  the  year  1648,  when  a  predeceffor  of  Dr. 
Price,  the  Reverend  Hugh  Peters,  made  the  vault 
of  the  king's  own  chapel  at  St.  James's  ring  with 
the  honour  and  privilege  of  the  faints,  who,  with 
the  "  high  praifes  of  God  in  their  moXiths,  and  a 
"  /u>0-edged  fword  in  their  hands,  were  to  exe- 
"  cute  judgment  on  the  heathen,  and  punifh- 
"  ments  upon  the  people  j  to  bind  their  kings  with 
"  chains,  and  their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron*." 
Few  harangues  from  the  pulpit,  except  in  the  days 
of  your  league  in  France,  or  in  the  days  of  our 
folemn  league  and  covenant  in  England,  have  ever 
breathed  lefs  of  the  fpirit  of  moderation  than  this 
lecture  in  the  Old  Jewry.  Suppofing,  however, 
that  fomething  like  moderation  were  vifible  in 
this  political  iermon  ;  yet  politicks  and  the  pulpit 
are  terms  that  have  little  agreement.  No  found 
ought  to  be  heard  in  the  church  but  the  healing 
voice  of  chriftian  charity.  The  caufe  of  civil  li- 
berty and  civil  government  gains  as  little  as  that 
of  religion  by  this  confufion  of  duties;  Thofe 
who  quit  their  proper  character,  to  affume  what 
does  not  belong  to  them,  are,  for  the  greater  part, 
ignorant  .both  of  the  character  they  leave,  and  of 
the  character  they  affume.  Wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  world  in  which  they  are  fo  fond  of  med- 

' 

*  Pialra  cjslix.    • 

dling. 
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dling,  and  inexperienced  in  all  its  affairs,  on 
hich  they  pronounce  with  fo  much  confidence, 
they  have  nothing  of  politicks  but  the  paiTions  they 
excite.  Surely  the  church  is  a  place  where  one 
day's  truce  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  diffeniions 
and  animofities  of  mankind. 

This  pulpit  ftyle,  revived  after  fo  long  a  difcon- 
tinuance,  had  to  me  the  air  of  novelty,  and  of  a 
•  novelty  not  wholly  without  danger.  I  do  not 
charge  this  danger  equally  to  every  part  of  the 
difcourfe.  The  hint  given  to  a  noble  and  reve- 
rend lay-divine,  who  is  fuppofed  high  in  office  in 
one  of  Our  univeriities,*  and  other  lay-divines 
"  of  rank  and  literature,"  may  be  proper  and  fea- 
fonable,  though  fomewhat  new.  If  the  noble 
Seekers  mould  find  nothing  to  fatisfy  their  pious 
fancies  in  the  old  ftaple  of  the  national  church, 
or  in  all  the  rich  variety  to  be  found  in  the  well- 
afforted  warehoufes  of  the  diffenting  congrega- 
tions, Dr.  Price  advifes  them  to  improve  upon 
non-conformity;  and  to  fet  up,  each  of  them,  a 
feparate  meeting-houfe  upon  his  own  particular 
principles.!  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  this 

reverend 

*  Difcourfe  on  the  Lore  of  our  country,   Nov.  4,  1739>  ty" 
Dr.  Richard  Price,  3d  edition,  p.  17  and  18. 

t  *'  .Thofe  who  diilike  that  mode  of  worfli'.p  which  is  pre- 
"  fcribeu  by  publick  authority  ought,  if  they  can  find  no  worfliip 
*'  out  of  the  church  which  they  approve,  to  fet  up  afaparate  ewor- 
themftlves ;  and  by  doing  this,  and  giving  an  example  of 

"  a  rational 
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reverend  divine  fliould  be  ib  carneft  for  felting 
up  new  churches,  and  fo  perfectly  indifferent  con- 
cerning the  doctrine  which  may  be  taught  in 
them.  His  zeal  is  of  a  curious  character.  It  is 
not  for  the  propagation  of  his  own  opinions,  but 
of  any  opinions.  It  is  not  for  the  diffufion  of 
truth,  but  for  the  fpreading  of  contradiction.  Let 
the  noble  teachers  but  diffent,  it  is  no  matter  from 
whom  or  from  what.  This  great  point  once  le- 
cured,  it  is  taken  for  granted  their  religion  will 
be  rational  and  manly.  I  doubt  whether  religion 
would  reap  all  the  benefits  which  the  calculating 
divine  computes  from  this  "  great  company  of 
great  preachers.'*  It  would  certainly  be  a  valu- 
able addition  of  non-defcripts  to  the  ample  collec- 
tion of  known  claffes,  genera  and  fpecies,  which  at 
prefent  beautify  the  hortusficcus  of  diffent.  A  fer- 
mon  from  a  noble  duke,  or  a  noble  marquis,  or  a 
noble  earl,  or  baron  bold,  would  certainly  increafe 
and  diverfify  the  amufements  of  this  town,  which 
begins  to  grow  fatiated  with  the  uniform  round 
of  its  vapid  diifipations.  I  mould  only  ftipulate 
that  thefe  new  Mefs-Johns  in  robes  and  coronets 
fliould  keep  fome  fort  of  bounds  in  the  democra- 
tick  and  levelling  principles  which  are  expected 
from  their  titled  pulpits.  The  new  evangelifts  will, 

"  a  rational  and  manly  worfhip,  men  of  weight  from  their  rank 
"  and  literature  may  do  the  greateft  fervice  to  fociety  and  the 
"  world."  P.  18.  Dr.  Price's  Sermon. 

I  dare 
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I  dare  fay,  difappoint  the  hopes  that  are  conceived 
of  them.  The'y  will  not  become,  literally  as  well  as 
figuratively,  polemick  divines,  nor  be  difpofed  fo 
to  drill  their  congregations  that  they  may,  as  in 
former  blefled  times,  preach  their  doctrines  to  re- 
giments of  dragoons,  and  corps  of  infantry  and 
artillery.  Such  arrangements,  however  favour- 
able to  the  cuife  of  compulfory  freedom,  civil  and 
religious,  may  not  be  equally  conducive  to  the  na- 
tional tranquillity.  Thefc  few  reflrietions  I  hope 
are  no  great  ftrctches  of  intolerance,  no  very  vio- 
lent exertions  of  defpotifm. 

But  I  may  fay  of  our  preacher,  "  ufhtam  nugis 
"  tota  ilia  dcdiffet  tcmpora  fevita" — All  things  in 
this  his  fulminating  bull  are  not  of  fo  innoxious  a 
tendency.  His  doctrines  affect  our  conftitution  m 
its  vital  parts.  He  tells  the  revolution  fociety,  in 
this  political  fermon,  that  his  majefty  "  is  almoft 
"  the  only  lawful  king  in  the  world,  becaufe  the 
"  only  one  who  owes  his  crown  to  the  choice  of  Ms 
" people"  As  to  the  kings  of  the  world,  all  of 
whom  (except  one)  this  archpontiffof  the  rights  of 
men,  with  all  the  plenitude,  and  with  more  than 
the  boldnefs  of  the  papal  depoling  power  in  its 
meridian  fervour  of  the  twelfth  century,  puts  into 
one  fweeping  claufe  of  ban  and  anathema,  and 
proclaims  ufurpers  by  circles  of  longitude  and  la- 
titude, over  the  whole  globe,  it  behoves  them  to 
confider  how  they  admit  into  their  territories 

thefe 
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thcfe  apoftolick  miffionaries,  who  are  to  tell  their 
fubj eels  they  are  not  lawful  kings.  'That  is  their 
concern.  It  is  ours,  as  a  domeftick  intereit  of  fome 
moment,  fcrioufly  to  confider  the  folidity  of  the 
only  principle  upon  which  thefe  gentlemen  ac- 
knowledge a  king  of  Great  Britain  to  be  entitled 
to  their  allegiance. 

This  doctrine,  as  applied  to  the  prince  now  on 
the  Britim  throne,  either  is  nonfenfe,  and  there- 
fore neither  true  nor  falfe,  or  it  affirms  a  moft  un- 
founded, dangerous,  illegal,  and  unconftitutional 
position.  According  to  this  fpiritual  doctor  of  po- 
liticks, if  his  majeily  does  not  owe  his  crown  to  the 
choice  of  his  people,  he  is  no  lawful  king.  Now 
nothing  can  be  more  untrue  than  that  the  crown 
of  this  kingdom  is  fo  held  by  his  majefly.  There- 
fore if  you  follow  their  rule,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  who  moft  certainly  does  not  owe  his  high 
office  to  any  form  of  popular  election,  is  in  no  re- 
fpect  better  than  the  reft  of  the  gang  of  ufurpers, 
who  reign,  or  rather  rob,  all  over  the  face  of  this 
"our  miferable  world,  without  any  fort  of  right  or 
title  to  the  allegiance  of  their  people.  The  policy 
of  this  general  doctrine,  fo  qualified,  is  evident 
enough.  The  propagators  of  this  political  gofpel 
are  in  hopes  their  abftract  principle  (their  principle 
that  a  popular  choice  is  neceilary  to  the  legal  ex- 
iftence  of  the  fovereign  magiftracy)  would  be  over- 
looked, whilft  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  not 

affected 
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affected  by  it.  In  the  mean  time  the  ears  of  their 
congregations  would  be  gradually  habituated  to 
it,  as  if  it  were  a  firft  principle  admitted  without 
difpute.  For  the  prefent  it  would  only  operate  as 
a  theory,  pickled  in  the  preferving  juices  of  pulpit 
eloquence,  and  laid  by  for  future  ufe.  Condo  et 
compono  qua  mox  depromere  pojjlm.  By  this  policy  j 
whilft  our  government  is  foothed  with  a  referva- 
tion  in  its  favour,  to  which  it  has  no  claim,  the  fe- 
curity,  which  it  has  in  common  with  all  govern- 
ments, fo  far  as  opinion  is  fecurity,  is  taken  away. 

Thus  thefe  politicians  proceed,  whilft  little  no- 
tice is  taken  of  their  doctrines;  but  when  they 
come  to  be  examined  upon  the  plain  meaning  of 
their  words,  and  the  direct  tendency  of  their  doc- 
trines, then  equivocations  and  flippery  conftruc- 
tions  come  into  play.  When  they  fay  the  king 
owes  his  crown  to  the  choice  of  his  people,  and 
is  therefore  the  only  lawful  fovereign  in  the  world, 
they  will  perhaps  tell  us  they  mean  to  fay  no  more 
than  that  fome  of  the  king's  predeceffors  have  been 
called  to  the  throne  by  fome  fort  of  choice ;  and 
therefore  he  owes  his  crown  to  the  choice  of  his 
people.  Thus,  by  a  miferable  fubterfuge,  they 
hope  to  render  their  proportion  fafe,  by  rendering 
it  nugatory.  They  are  welcome  to  the  afylum 
they  feek  for  their  offence,  fince  they  take  refuge 
in  their  folly.  For,  if  you  admit  this  interpreta- 
tion, how  does  their  idea  of  election  differ  from 

VOL.  V.  H  our 
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our  idea  of  inheritance  ?    And  how  does  the  fettlc- 
ment  of  the  crown  in  the  Brunfwick  line  derived 
from  James  the  lirft,  come  to  legalize  our  monar- 
chy, rather  than  that  of  any  of  the  neighbouring 
countries  ?     At  fome  time  or  other,  to  be  fure, 
all  the  beginners  of  dynafties  were  chofen  bythofe 
who  called  them  to  govern.     There  is  ground 
enough  for  the  opinion  that  all  the  kingdoms  of 
Europe  were  at  a  remote  period,  elective,  with 
more  or  fewer  limitations  in  the  objects  of  choice ; 
but  whatever  kings  might  have  been  here  or  elfe- 
where,   a   thoufand  years  ago,  or   in  whatever 
manner  the  ruling  dynafties  of  England  or  France 
may  have  begun,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  is  at 
this  day  king  by  a  fixed  rule  of  fucceflion,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  his  country :  and  whilft  the  le- 
gal conditions  of  the  compact  of  fovereignty  are 
performed  by  him  (as  they  are  performed)  he  holds 
his  crown  in  contempt  of  the  choice  of  the  revolu- 
tion fociety,  who  have  not  a  fingle  vote  for  a  king 
amongft  them,  either  individually  or  collectively ; 
though  I  make  no  doubt  they  would  foon  erect 
themfelves  into  an  electoral  college,  if  things  were 
ripe  to  give  effect  to  their  claim.     His  majefty's 
heirs  and  iucceiiors,  each  in  his.  time  and  order, 
will  come  to  the  crown  with  the  fame  contempt 
of  their  choice  with  which  his  majefty  has  fuc- 
ctvdcd  to  that  he  wears. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fuccefs  of  evafion,  in  ex- 
plaining 
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plaining  away  the  grofs  error  of  faff,  which  fup* 
pofes  that  his  majefty  (though  he  holds  it  in  con* 
currence  with  the  wiflies)  owes  his  crown  to  the 
choice  of  his  people,  yet  nothing  can  evade  their 
full  explicit  declaration,  concerning  the  principle 
of  a  right  in  the  people  to  choofe,  which  right  is 
directly  maintained,  and  tenacioufly  adhered  to. 
All  the  oblique  infinuations  concerning  election 
bottom  in  this-propofition,  and  are  referable  to  it. 
Left  the  foundation  of  the  king's  exclufive  legal 
title  mould  pafs  for  a  mere  rant  of  adulatory  free- 
dom, the  political  divine  proceeds  dogmatically  to 
aflert,*  that  by  the  principles  of  the  revolution 
the  people  of  England  have  acquired  three  funda- 
mental rights,  all  of  which,  with  him,  compofe 
one  fyftem,  and  lie  together  in  one  fhort  fentence; 
namely,  that  we  have  acquired  a  right 

1.  "  To  choofe  our  own  governors." 

2.  "  To  cafhier  them  for  mifconduct." 

3.  "  To  frame  a  government  for  ourfelves." 
This  new,  and  hitherto  unheard-of  bill  of  rights, 
though  made  in  the  name  of  the  whole  people, 
belongs  to  thofe  gentlemen  and  their  faction  only. 
The  body  of  the  people  of  England  have  no  mare 
in  it.     They  utterly  difclaim  it.     They  will  refill 
the  practical  aflertion  of  it  with  their  lives  and 


*  P.  34,  Difcourfe  on  the  Love  of  our  Country,  by  Dr. 
Price. 

H  2  fortunes. 
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fortunes.  They  are  bound  to  do  fo  by  the  laws 
of  their  country,  made  at  the  time  of  that  very 
revolution,  which  is  appealed  to  in  favour  of  the 
fictitious  rights  claimed  by  the  fociety  which 
abufes  its  name. 

Thefe  gentlemen  of  the  Old  Jewry,  in  all  their 
reafonings  on  the  revolution  of  1688,  have  a  re- 
volution which  happened  in  England  about  forty 
years  before,  and  the  late  French  revolution,  fo 
much  before  their  eyes,  and  in  their  hearts,  that 
they  are  conftantly  confounding  all  the  three  to- 
gether. It  is  ncceffary  that  we  mould  feparate 
what  they  confound.  We  muft  recall  their  err- 
ing fancies  to  the  afts  of  the  revolution  which  we 
revere,  for  the  difcovery  of  its  true  principles.  If 
the  principles  of  the  revolution  of  1688  are  any 
where  to  be  found,  it  is  in  the  ftatute  called  the 
Declaration  of  Right.  In  that  moft  wife,  fober, 
and  confiderate  declaration,  drawn  up  by  great 
lawyers  and  great  ftatefmen,  and  not  by  warm 
and  inexperienced  enthufiafts,  not  one  word  is 
liiid,  nor  one  fuggcftion  made,  of  a  general  right 
"  to  choofe  our  own  governors-,  to  cafliier  them 
"  for  mifconduct  ;  aad  to  form  a  government  for 


This  declaration  of  right  (the  act  of  the  ift  of 
William  and  Mary,  feff.  2.  ch.  2.)  is  the  corner- 
ftone  of  our  conftitution,  as  reinforced,  explained, 
improved,  and  in  its  fundamental  principles  for 


ever 
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ever  fettled.  It  is  called  "  An  act  for  declaring 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubject,  and  for 
fettling  the  fiiccejjion  of  the  crown."  You  will 
obferve,  that  thefe  rights  and  this  fuccefllon  are 
declared  in  one  body,  and  bound  indiffolubly  to- 
gether. » 

A  few  years  after  this  period,  a  fecond  oppor- 
tunity offered  for  afferting  a  right  of  election  to 
the  crown.  On  the  profpect  of  a  total  failure  of 
iflue  from  king  William,  and  from  the  Princefs, 
afterwards  Queen  Anne,  the  confideration  of  the 
fettlement  of  the  crown,  and  of  a  further  fecurity 
for  the  liberties  of  the  people,  again  came  before 
the  legiflature.  Did  they  this  fecond  time  make 
any  provision  for  legalizing  the  crown  on  the 
fpurious  revolution  principles  of  the  Old  Jewry  ? 
No.  They  followed  the  principles  which  prevailed 
in  the  declaration  of  right ;  indicating  with  more 
precifion  the  perfons  who  were  to  inherit  in  the 
proteftant  line.  This  act  alfo  incorporated,  by 
the  fame  policy,  our  liberties,  and  an  hereditary 
fucceilion  in  the  fame  act.  Inftead  of  a  right  to 
choofe  our  own  governors,  they  declared  that  the 
fuccejjion  in  that  line  (the  proteftant  line  drawn 
from  James  the  firft)  was  abfolutely  neceflary  "  for 
"  the  peace,  quiet,  and  fecurity  of  the  realm," 
and  that  it  was  equally  urgent  on  them  "  to  main*- 
"  tain  a  certainty  in  the  fucceffion  thereof,  to  which 
"  the  fubjects  may  fafely  have  recourfp  fpr  their 

H  "  pro- 
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"  protection."  Both  thefe  afts,  in  which  arc 
heard  the  unerring,  unambiguous  oracles  of  revo- 
lution policy,  inftead  of  countenancing  the  delu- 
five,  gipfey  predictions  of  a  "  right  to  choofe  our 
"  governors,'*  prove  to  a  demonftration  how  to- 
tally adverfe  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  was  from 
turning  a  cafe  of  neceffity  into  a  rule  of  law. 

Unqueftionably  there  was  at  the  revolution,  in 
the  perfon  of  King  William,  a  fmall  and  a  tempo- 
rary deviation  from  the  ftrict  order  of  a  regular 
hereditary  fucceflion ;  but  it  is  againft  all  genuine 
principles  of  jurifprudence  to  draw  a  principle 
from  a  law  made  in  a  fpecial  cafe,  and  regarding 
an  individual  perfon.  Privilegium  non  tranfit  in 
exemplum.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  favourable  for 
eftablifhing  the  principle,  that  a  king  of  popular 
choice  was  the  only  legal  king,  without  all  doubt 
it  was  at  the  revolution.  Its  not  being  done  at 
that  time  is  a  proof  that  the  nation  was  of  opi- 
nion it  ought  not  to  be  done  at  any  time.  There 
is  no  perfon  fo  completely  ignorant  of  our  hiftory, 
as  not  to  know,  that  the  majority  in  parliament 
of  both  parties  were  fo  little  difpofed  to  any  thing 
refembling  that  principle,  that  at  firft  they  were 
determined  to  place  the  vacant  crown,  not  on  the 
head  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  but  on  that  of  his 
wife  Mary,  daughter  of  King  James,  the  eldeft 
born  of  the  iffue  of  that  king,  which  they  acknow- 
ledged as  undoubtedly  his.  It  would  be  to  repeat 

a  very 
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a  very  trite  ftory,  to  recall  to  your  memory  all 
thofe  circumftances  which  demonftrated  that  their 
accepting  King  William  was  not  properly  a  choice ; 
but  to  all  thofe  who  did  not  wifh,  in  effect  to  re- 
call King  James,  or  to  deluge  their  country  in 
blood,  and  again  to  bring  their  religion,  laws,  and 
liberties  into  the  peril  they  had  juft  efcaped,  it  was 
an  act  of  neceffity,  in  the  ftricteft  moral  fenfe  in 
which  neceflity  can  be  taken. 

In  the  very  act,  in  which  for  a  time,  and  in  a 
(ingle  cafe,  parliament  departed  from  the  Uriel 
order  of  inheritance,  in  favour  of  a  prince,  who, 
though  not  next,  was  however  very  near  in  the 
line  of  fucceflion,  it  is  curious  to  obferve  how 
Lord  Somers,  who  drew  the  bill  called  the  Decla- 
ration of  Right,  has  comported  himfelf  on  that 
delicate  occafion.  It  is  curious  to  obferve  with 
what  addrefs  this  temporary  folution  of  continuity 
is  kept  from  the  eye, ;  whilft  all  that  could  be 
found  in  this  act  of  neceflity  to  countenance  the 
idea  of  an  hereditary  fucceflion  is  brought  for- 
ward, and  foftered,  and  made  the  mod  of,  by  this 
great  man,  and  by  the  legiflature  who  followed 
him.  Quitting  the  dry,  imperative  flyle  of  an 
act  of  parliament,  he  makes  the  lords  and  com- 
mons fall  to  a  pious,  legiflative  ejaculation,  ancj 
declare,  that  they  confider  it  "  as  a  marvellous 
"  providence,  and  merciful  goodnefs  of  God  to 
*'  this  nation,  to  preferve  their  laid  majefties  royal 
H  4  "  perfons, 
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"  perfons,  moft  happily  to  reign  over  us  on  the 
"  throne  of  their  ancejlors^  for  which,  from  thebot- 
"  torn  of  their  hearts,  they  return  their  humbleft 
"  thanks  and  praifes." — The  legiflature  plainly 
had  in  view  the  ad  of  recognition  of  the  firft  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  chap.  3d,  and  of  that  of  James 
the  firft,  chap,  ift,  both  acts  ftrongly  declaratory 
of  the  inheritable  nature  of  the  crown,  and  in 
many  parts  they  follow,  with  a  nearly  literal  pre- 
cifion,  the  words  and  even  the  form  of  thankf- 
giving  which  is  found  in  thefe  old  declaratory  fta- 
tutes. 

The  two  houfes  in  the  act  of  King  William, 
did  not  thank  God  that  they  had  found  a  fair  op- 
portunity to  aflert  a  right  to  choofe  their  own 
governors,  much  lefs  to  make  an  election  the  only 
lawful  title  to  the  crown.  Their  having  been  in 
condition  to  avoid  the  very  appearance  of  it,  as 
much  as  poflible,  was  by  them  confidered  as  a 
providential  efcape.  They  threw  a  politick,  well- 
wrought  veil  over  every  circumftance  tending  to 
weaken  the  rights,  which  in  the  meliorated  order 
of  fucceflion  they  meant  to  perpetuate ;  or  which 
might  furnifh  a  precedent  for  any  future  depar- 
ture from  what  they  had  then  fettled  for  ever. 
Accordingly,  that  they  might  not  relax  the  nerves 
of  their  monarchy,  and  that  they  might  preferve 
a  clofe  conformity  to  the  practice  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  as  it  appeared  in  the  declaratory  ftatutes  of 

Queen 
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Queen  Mary*  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  next 
claufe  they  veft,  by  recognition,  in  their  majefties, 
all  the  legal  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  declaring, 
"  that  in  them  they  are  moft  fully ,  rightfully,  and 
"  intirely  invefted,  incorporated,  united,  and  an- 
**  nexed."  In  the  claufe  which  follows,  for  pre- 
venting queftions,  by  reafon  of  any  pretended  titles 
to  the  crown,  they  declare  (obferving  alfo  in  this 
the  traditionary  language,  along  with  the  tradi- 
tionary policy  of  the  nation,  and  repeating  as  from 
a  rubrick  the  language  of  the  preceding  acts  of  Eli- 
zabeth and  James)  that  on  the  preferving  "  a  cer- 
"  tainty  in  the  SUCCESSION  thereof,  the  unity, 
"  peace,  and  tranquillity  of  this  nation  doth,  un- 
"  der  God,  wholly  depend." 

They  knew  that  a  doubtful  title  of  fucceffion 
would  but  too  much  refemble  an  election ;  and 
that  an  election  would  be  utterly  deftructive  of 
the  "  unity,  peace,  and  tranquillity  of  this  na- 
"  tion,"  which  they  thought  to  be  confiderations 
of  fome  moment.  To  provide  for  thefe  objects, 
and  therefore  to  exclude  for  ever  the  Old  Jewry 
doctrine  of  "  a  right  to  choofe  our  own  gover- 
*'  nors,"  they  follow  with  a  claufe,  containing  a 
moft  folemn  pledge,  taken  from  the  preceding  act 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  folemn  a  pledge  as  ever 
was  or  can  be  given  in  favour  of  an  hereditary 

*  1ft  Maty,feff.  3.  ch.  1. 

fucceflion, 
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fucceflion,  and  as  folemn  a  renunciation  as  could 
be  made  of  the  principles  by  this  fociety  imputed 
to  them.  "  The  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
"  commons,  do,  in  the  name  of  all  the  people 
"  aforefaid,  moft  humbly  and  faithfully  fubmit 
**  thcmf elves )  their  heirs  and  pofterities  for  ever;  and 
"  do  faithfully  promife,  that  they  will  iland  to, 
"  maintain,  and  defend  their  faid  majefties,  and 
*'  allb  the  limitation  of  the  crown,  herein  fpecified 
"  and  contained,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  powers," 
&c.  &c. 

So  far  is  it  from  being  true,  that  we  acquired  a 
right  by  the  revolution  to  elecl:  our  kings,  that  if 
we  had  poffeffed  it  before,  the  Englim  nation  did 
at  that  time  moft  folemnly  renounce  and  abdicate 
it,  for  themfelves,  and  for  all  their  ^pofterity  for 
ever.  Thefe  gentlemen  may  value  themfelves  as 
much  as  they  pleafe  on  their  whig  principles ;  but 
I  never  defire  to  be  thought  a  better  whig  than 
Lord  Somers  ;  or  to  underftand  the  principles  of 
the  revolution  better  than  thofe  by  whom  it  was 
brought  about;  or  to  read  in  the  declaration  of 
right  any  myfteries  unknown  to  thofe  whofe  pe- 
netrating ftyle  has  engraved  in  our  ordinances, 
and  in  our  hearts,  the  words  and  fpirit  of  that 
immortal  law. 

It  is  true  that,  aided  with  the  powers  derived 
from  force  and  opportunity,  the  nation  was  at 
that  time,  in  fome  fenfe,  free  to  take  what  courfe 

it 
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it  pleafed  for  filling  the  throne ;  but  only  free  to 
do  fo  upon  the  fame  grounds  on  which  they 
might  have  wholly  aboliflied  their  monarchy,  and 
every  other  part  of  their  conftitution.  However 
they  did  not  think  fuch  bold  changes  within  their 
commifllon.  It  is  indeed  difficult,  perhaps  impof- 
lible,  to  give  limits  to  the  mere  abftract  compe- 
tence of  the  fupreme  power,  fuch  as  was  exercifed 
by  parliament  at  that  time ;  but  the  limits  of  a 
moral  competence,  fubjecting,  even  in  powers  more 
indifputably  fovereign,  occaiional  will  to  perma- 
nent reafon,  and  to  the  fteady  maxims  of  faith, 
juftice,  and  fixed  fundamental  policy,  are  perfectly 
intelligible,  and  perfectly  binding  upon  thofe  who 
exercife  any  authority,  under  any  name,  or  under 
any  title,  in  the  flate.  The  houfe  of  lords,  for  in- 
ftance,  is  not  morally  competent  to  diflblve  the 
houfe  of  commons ;  no,  nor  even  to  diffolve  it- 
felf,  nor  to  abdicate,  if  it  would,  its  portion  in  the 
legislature  of  the  kingdom.  Though  a  king  may 
abdicate  for  his  own  perfon,  he  cannot  abdicate 
for  the  monarchy.  By  as  ftrong,  or  by  a  ftronger 
reafon,  the  houfe  of  commons  cannot  renounce 
its  mare  of  authority.  The  engagement  and  pact 
of  fociety,  which  generally  goes  by  the  name  of 
the  conftitution,  forbids  fuch  invafion  and  fuch 
furrender.  The  conftituent  parts  of  a  ftate  are 
obliged  to  hold  their  publick  faith  with  each  other, 
and  with  all  thofe  who  derive  any  ferious  intereft 

under 
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under  their  engagements,  as  much  as  the  whole 
ftate  is  bound  to  keep  its  faith  with  feparate  com- 
munities. Otherwife  competence  and  power  would 
foon  be  confounded,  and  no  law  be  left  but  the 
will  of  a  prevailing  force.  On  this  principle  the 
fucceilion  of  the  crown  has  always  been  what  it 
now  is,  an  hereditary  iiicceflion  by  law :  in  the  old 
line  it  was  a  fucceflion  by  the  common  law ;  in  the 
new  by  the  ftatute  law,  operating  on  the  principles 
of  the  common  law,  not  changing  the  fubftance, 
but  regulating  the  mode,  and  defcribing  the  per- 
fons.  Both  thefe  defcriptions  of  law  are  of  the 
fame  force,  and  are  derived  from  an  equal  autho- 
rity, emanating  from  the  common  agreement  and 
original  compact  of  the  ftate,  conummi  fp on/tone  rei- 
publics,  and  as  fuch  are  equally  binding  on  king, 
and  people  too,  as  long  as  the  terms  are  obferved, 
and  they  continue  the  fame  body  politick. 

It  is  far  from  impoflible  to  reconcile,  if  we  do 
not  iuffer  ourfelves  to  be  entangled  in  the  mazes  of 
metaphyfick  fophiftry,  the  ufe  both  of  a  fixed  rule 
and  an  occalional  deviation ;  the  facrednefs  of  an 
hereditary  principle  of  fuccefiion  in  our  govern- 
ment, with  a  power  of  change  in  its  application  in 
cafes  of  extreme  emergency.  Even  in  that  extre- 
mity (if  we  take  the  meafure  of  our  rights  by  our 
exercife  of  them  at  the  revolution)  the  change  is 
to  be  confined  to  the  peccant  part  only;  to  the 
part  which  produced  the  necefiary  deviation ;  and 

even 
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even  then  it  is  to  be  effected  without  a  decompoil- 
tion  of  the  whole  civil  and  political  mafs,  for  the 
purpofe  of  originating  a  new  civil  order  out  of 
the  liril  elements  of  ibciety. 

A  ftate  without  the  means  of  fome  change  is 
without  the  means  of  its  confervation.  Without 
fuch  means  it  might  even  rifque  the  lofs  of  that 
part  of  the  conftitution  which  it  wifhed  the  moft 
religioufly  to  preferve.  The  two  principles  of 
confervation  and  correction  operated  ftrongly  at 
the  two  critical  periods  of  the  reiteration  and  re- 
volution, when  England  found  itfelf  without  a 
king.  At  both  thofe  periods  the  nation  had  loft 
the  bond  of  union  in  their  ancient  edifice;  they 
did  not,  however,  diflblve  the  whole  fabrick.  On 
the  contrary,  in  both  cafes  they  regenerated  the 
deficient  part  of  the  old  conftitution  through  the 
parts  which  were  not  impaired.  They  kept  thefe 
old  parts  exactly  as  they  were,  that  the  part  re- 
covered might  be  fuited  to  them.  They  acted  by 
the  ancient  organized  ftates  in  the  ihape  of  their 
old  organization,  and  not  by  the  organick  molecule 
of  a  diibanded  people.  At  no  time,  perhaps,  did 
the  fovereign  legiflature  manifeft  a  more  tender 
regard  to  that  fundamental  principle  of  Britifli 
conftitutional  policy,  than  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
volution, when  it  deviated  from  the  direct  line  of 
hereditary  fuccefllon.  The  crown  was  carried 
ibmewhat  out  of  the  line  in  which  it  had  before 

moved  $ 
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moved ;  but  the  new  line  was  derived  from  the 
fame  flock.  It  was  ftill  a  line  of  hereditary  de- 
fcent ;  ftill  an  hereditary  defcent  in  the  fame  blood, 
though  an  hereditary  defcent  qualified  with  pro- 
teftantifm.  When  the  legiflature  altered  the  di- 
rection, but  kept  the  principle,  they  mewed  that 
they  held  it  inviolable. 

On  this  principle,  the  law  of  inheritance  had 
admitted  fome  amendment  in  the  old  time,  and 
long  before  the  sera  of  the  revolution.  Some  time 
after  the  conqueft  great  queftions  arofe  upon  the 
legal  principles  of  hereditary  defcent.  It  became 
a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  the  heir  per  capita  or 
the  heir  per  ftirpcs  was  to  fucceed ;  but  whether 
the  heir  per  capita  gave  way  when  the  heirdom 
perftirpes  took  place,  or  the  catholick  heir  when 
the  proteftant  was  preferred,  the  inheritable  prin- 
ciple furvived  with  a  fort  of  immortality  through 
all  tranfmigrations — multofque  per  annos  Jiat  fortima 
domus  et  avi  numerantur  avorum.  This  is  the  fpirit 
of  our  conftitution,  not  only  in  its  fettled  courfe, 
but  in  all  its  revolutions.  Whoever  came  in,  or 
however  he  came  in,  whether  he  obtained  the 
crown  by  law,  or  by  force,  the  hereditary  fuccef- 
iion  was  either  continued  or  adopted. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  fociety  for  revolutions  fee 
nothing  in  that  of  1688  but  the  deviation  from 
the  conftitution;  and  they  take  the  deviation 
from  the  principle  for  the  principle.  They  have 

little 
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little  regard  to  the  obvious  confequences  of  their 
doctrine,  though  they  may  fee,  that  it  leaves  pofi- 
tive  authority  in  very  few  of  the  politive  inftitu- 
tions  of  this  country.  When  fuch  an  unwarran- 
table maxim  is  once  eftabliihed,  that  no  throne 
is  lawful  but  the  elective,  no  one  act  of  the 
princes  who  preceded  this  aera  of  fictitious  election 
can  be  valid.  Do  thefe  theorifts  mean  to  imitate 
fome  of  their  predeceffors,  who  dragged  the  bodies 
of  our  ancient  fovereigns  out  of  the  quiet  of  their 
tombs  ?  Do  they  mean  to  attaint  and  difable  back- 
wards all  the  kings  that  have  reigned  before  the 
revolution,  and  confequently  to  ftain  the  throne 
of  England  with  the  blot  of  a  continual  ufurpa- 
tion  ?  Do  they  mean  to  invalidate,  annul,  or  to 
call  into  queftion,  together  with  the  titles  of  the 
whole  line  of  our  kings,  that  great  body  of  our 
ftatute  law  which  patted  under  thofe  whom  they 
treat  as  ufurpers  ?  to  annul  laws  of  ineltimable 
value  to  our  liberties — of  as  great  value  at  leaft  as 
any  which  have  pafled  at  or  fince  the  period  of 
the  revolution  ?  If  kings,  who  did  not  owe  their 
crown  to  the  choice  of  their  people,  had  no  title 
to  make  laws,  what  will  become  of  the  ftatute  de 
tcllagio  non  ccncedendo?  of  the  petition  of  right?  of 
the  act  of  habeas  corpus  ?  Do  thefe  new  doctors 
of  the  rights  of  men  prefume  to  aflert,  that  King 
James  the  fecond,  who  came  to  the  crown  as  next 
of  Uood,  according  to  the  rules  of  a  then  unqua- 
lified 
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lifted  fucceflion,  was  not  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes  a  lawful  king  of  England,  before  he  had 
done  any  of  thofe  acts  which  were  juftly  conftrued 
into  an  abdication  of  his  crown  ?  If  he  was  not, 
much  trouble  in  parliament  might  have  been  faved 
at  the  period  thefe  gentlemen  commemorate.  But 
King  James  was  a  bad  king  with  a  good  title,  and 
not  an  ufurper.  The  princes  who  fucceeded  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  parliament  which  fettled  the 
crown  on  the  electrefs  Sophia  and  on  her  defcend- 
ants,  being  Proteftants,  came  in  as  much  by  a  title 
of  inheritance  as  King  James  did.  He  came  in 
according  to  the  law,  as  it  flood  at  his  acceffion  to 
the  crown  ;  and  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Brunf- 
wick  came  to  the  inheritance  of  the  crown,  not  by 
election,  but  by  the  law,  as  it  ftood  at  their  feve- 
ral  acceflions  of  Proteftant  defcent  and  inheri- 
tance, as  I  hope  I  have  fliewn  fufficiently. 

The  law  by  which  this  royal  family  is  fpecifically 
deftined  to  the  fucceflion,  is  the  ad  of  the  1 2th 
and  1 3th  of  King  William.  The  terms  of  this  act 
bind  "  us  and  our  heirs,  and  our  pofterity,  to  them, 
"  their  heirs,  and  \beucpqfterity"  being  Proteftants, 
to  the  end  of  time,  in  the  fame  words  as  the  de- 
claration of  right  had  bound  us  to  the  heirs  of 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary.  It  therefore  fe- 
cures  both  an  hereditary  crown  and  an  hereditary 
allegiance.  On  what  ground,  except  the  confti- 
tutional  policy  of  forming  an  eftablifhment  to  fe- 

cure 
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cure  that  kind  of  fucceflion  which  is  to  preclude 
a  choice  of  the  people  for  ever,  could  the  legifla- 
ture  have  faftidiouiiy  rejected  the  fair  and  abun- 
dant choice  which  our  own  country  prefented  to 
them,  and  fearched  in  ftrange  lands  for  a  foreign 
princefs,  from  whofe  womb  the  line  of  our  future 
rulers  were  to  derive  their  title  to  govern  millions 
of  men  through  a  feries  of  ages  ? 

The  Princefs  Sophia  was  named  in  the  act  of 
fettlenient  of  the  1 2th  and  1 3th  of  King  William, 
for  a  'flock  and  root  of  inheritance  to  our  kings, 
and  not  for  her  merits  as  a  temporary  adminiftra- 
trix  of  a  power,  which  flie  might  not,  and  in  fact 
did  not,  herfelf  ever  exercife.  She  was  adopted 
for  one  reafon,  and  for  one  only,  becaufe,  fays  the 
acl,  "  the  moft  excellent  Princefs  Sophia,  Ele&refs 
"-and  Dutchefs  Dowager  of  Hanover,  is  daughter 
*'  of  the  moft  excellent  Princefs  Elizabeth,  late 
*'  Queen  of  Bohemia,  daughter  of  our  Iztefovereign 
"  lord  King  James  the  Firft,  of  happy  memory, 
"  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  next  mfuccef- 
"  Jion  in  the  Proteftant  line,"  &c.  &c. ;  "  and  the 
"  crown  mall  C9ntinue  to  the  heirs  of  her  body, 
u  being  Proteftants."  This  limitation  was  made 
by  parliament,  that  through  the  Princefs  Sophia 
an  inheritable  line,  not  only  was  to  be  continued 
in  future,  but  (what  they  thought  very  material) 
that  through  her  it  was  to  be  connected  with  the 
}ld  ftock  of  inheritance  in  King  James  the  Firftj 

VOL.  V.  1  -  in 
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in  order  that  the  monarchy  might  prcferve  an  un-> 
broken  unity  through  all  ages,  and  might  be  pre- 
ferved  (with  fafety  to  our  religion)  in  the  old  ap- 
proved mode  by  dcfcent,  in  which,  if  our  liber- 
ties had  been  once  endangered,  they  had  often, 
through  all  ftorms  and  ftruggles  of  prerogative 
and  privilege,  been  preferved.  They  did  well. 
No  experience  has  taught  us,  that  in  any  other 
courfe  or  method  than  that  of  an  hereditary  crown, 
our  liberties  can  be  regularly  perpetuated  and  pre- 
ferved facr'ed  as  our  hereditary  right.  An  irregu- 
lar, convulfive  movement  may  be  neceflary  to 
throw  off  an  irregular,  convulfive  difeafe.  But 
the  courfe  of  fucceflion  is  the  healthy  habit  of  the 
Britiih  conftitution.  Was  it  that  the  legiflature 
wanted,  at  the  act  for  the  limitation  of  the  crown 
in  the  Hanoverian  line,  drawn  through  the  female 
defendants  of  James  the  Firft,  a  due  fenfe  of  the 
inconveniencies  of  having  two  or  three,  or  pof- 
iibly  more,  foreigners  in  fucceflion  to  the  Britiih 
throne?  No! — they  had  a  due  fenfe  of  the  evils 
which  might  happen  from  fuch  foreign  rule,  and 
more  than  a  due  fenfe  of  them.  But  a  more  de- 
cifive  proof  cannot  be  given  of  the  full  conviction 
of  the  Britifh  nation,  that  the  principles  of  the  re- 
volution did  not  authorize  them  to  elect  kings  at 
their  pleafure,  and  without  any  attention  to  the 
antient  fundamental  principles  of  our  government, 
than  their  continuing  to  adopt  a  plan  of  heredi- 
tary 
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tary  Proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  old  line,  with  all 
the  dangers  and  all  the  inconveniencies  of  its  being 
a  foreign  line  full  before  their  eyes,  and  operating 
with  the  utmoft  force  upon  their  minds. 

A  few  years  ago  I  Ihould  be"  alhamed  to  over- 
load a  matter,  fo  capable  of  fupporting  itfelf,  by 
the  then  unneceffary  fupport  of  any  argument ; 
but   this   feditious,   unconftitutional  doctrine    is 
now  publickly  taught,  avowed,  and  printed*  The 
diilike  I  feel  to  revolutions,  the  fignals  for  which 
have  fo  often  been  given  from  pulpits  j  the  fpirit 
of  change  that  is  gone  abroad;  the  total  contempt 
which  prevails  with  you,  and  may  come  to  pre- 
vail with  us,  of  all  antient  inftitutionSj  when  fet 
in  oppofition  to  a  prefent  fenfe  of  convenience,  or 
to  the  bent  of  a  prefent  inclination  :  all  thefe  con- 
fiderations  make  it  not  unadvifeable,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  call  back  our  attention  to  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  our  own  domeftick  laws  j  that  you,  my 
French  friend,  mould  begin  to  know$  and  that 
we  Ihould  continue  to  cherifh  them.     We  ought 
hot,  on  either  fide  of  the  water,  to  fuffer  our- 
felves  to  be  hnpofed  upon  by  the  counterfeit  wares 
which  fome  perfons,  by  a  double  fraud,  export  to 
you  in   illicit  bottoms,  as   raw   commodities  of 
Britifh  growth  though  wholly  alien  to  our  foil, 
in  order  afterwards  to  fmuggle  them  back  again 
into  this  country,  manufactured  after  the  neweft 
Paris  fafliion  of  an  improved  liberty. 

I  2  The 
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The  people  of  England  will  not  ape  the  famions 
they  have  never  tried  :  nor  go  back  to  thofe 
which  they  have  found  mifchievous  on  triaL 
They  look  upon  the  legal  hereditary  fucceiiion  of 
their  cvown  as  among  their  rights,  not  as  among 
their  wrongs  ;  as  a  benefit,  not  as  a  grievance  ;  as- 
a  fecurity  for  their  liberty,  not  as  a  badge  of  fervi- 
tude.  They  look  on  the  frame  of  their  common- 
wealth, fitch  as  it  Jtands,  to  be  of  ineftimable  va- 
lue j  and  they  conceive  the  undifturbed  fuccef- 
fion  of  the  crown  to  be  a  pledge  of  the  liability 
and  perpetuity  of  all  the  other  members  of  our 
conftitution, 

I  mall  beg  leave,  before  I  go  any  further,  to 
take  notice*  of  fome  paltry  artifices,  which  the 
abettors  of  election  as  the  only  lawful  title  to  the 
crown,  are  ready  to  employ,  in  order  to  render 
the  iupport  of  the  juil  principles  of  our  conftitu- 
tion  a  talk  fomewhat  invidious.  Thefe  fophifters 
fubftitute  a  fictitious  caufe,and  feigned  perfenagcs, 
in  whofe  favour  they  fuppofe  you  engaged,  when- 
ever you  defend  the  inheritable  nature  of  the 
crown.  It  is  common  with  them  to  difpute  as  if 
they  were  in  a  conflict  with  fame  of  thofe  ex- 
ploded fanaticks-  of  flavery,  who  formerly  main- 
tained, what  I  believe  no  creature  now  maintains, 
**  that  the  crown  is  held  by  divine,  hereditary^ 
"  and  indefeafible  right."— Thefe  old  fanaticks  of 
fingle  arbitrary  power  dogmatized  as  if  hereditary 

royalty" 
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royalty  was  the  only  lawful  government  in  the 
world,  juft  as  our  new  fanaticks  of  popular  arbi- 
trary power,  maintain  that  a  popular  election  is 
the  fole  lawful  fource1  of  authority.  The  old  pre- 
rogative enthufiafls,  it  is  true,  did  fpeculate  fool- 
iflily,  and  perhaps  impioufly  too,  as  if  monarchy 
had  more  of  a  divine  fanclion  than  any  other 
mode  of  government ;  and  as  if  a  right  to  go- 
vern by  inheritance  were  in  ftrictnefs  indefeafible 
in  every  perfon,  who  fhould  be  found  in  the  fuc- 
ceflion  to  a  throne,  and  under  every  circumftance, 
which  no  civil  or  political  right  can  be.  But  an 
abfurd  opinion  concerning  the  king's  hereditary 
right  to  the  crown  does  not  prejudice  one  that  is 
rational,  and  bottomed  upon  folid  principles  of 
law  and  policy.  If  all  the  abfurd  theories  of  lawr 
yers  and  divines  were  to  vitiate  the  objects  in 
which  they  are  converfant,  we  mould  have  no 
law,  and  no  religion,  left  in  the  world.  But  an  ab- 
furd theory  on  one  fide  of  a  queftion  forms  no 
juftification  for  alledging  a  falfe  fact,  or  'promul- 
gating mifchievous  maxims  on  the  other. 

The  fecond  claim  of  the  revolution  fociety  is 
"  a  right  of  calhiering  their  governors  for  mifcon- 
"  duct."  Perhaps  the  apprehenfions  our  ancef- 
tors  entertained  of  forming  fuch  a  precedent  as 
that  "  of  caftiiering  for  mifconduct,"  was  the 
caufe  that  the  declaration  of  the  act  which  im- 
plied the  abdication  of  King  James,  was,  if  it  had 

I  3  any 
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any  fault,  rather  too  guarded,  and  too  circumftan- 
tial.  *  But  all  this  guard,  and  all  this  accumula- 
tion of  circumftances,  ferves  to  mew  the  fpirit  of 
caution  which  predominated  in  the  national  coun- 
cils, in  a  lituation  in  which  men  irritated  by  op- 
preilion,  and  elevated  by  a  triumph  over  it,  are  apt 
to  abandon  themfelves  to  violent  and  extreme 
courfes :  it  {hews  the  anxiety  of  the  great  men 
who  influenced  the  conduct  of  affairs  at  that  great 
event,  to  make  the  revolution  a  parent  of  fettle- 
ment,  and  not  a  nurfery  of  future  revolutions. 

NO  government  could  ftand  a  moment,  if  it 
could  be  blown  down  with  any  thing  fo  loofe  and 
indefinite  as  an  opinion  of  "  mifconduft"  They 
who  led  at  the  revolution,  grounded  their  virtual 
abdication  of  King  James  upon  no  fuch  light  and 
uncertain  principle.  They  charged  him  with  no- 
thing lefs  than  a  defign,  confirmed  by  a  multitude 
of  illegal  overt  acts,  tofubvert  the  Proteftant  church 
and  Jlate.,  and  their  fundamental,  unqueftipnable 
laws  and  liberties:  they  charged  "him  with  having 
broken  the  original  contrad  between  king  and  peo- 
ple. This  was  more  than  mifcwdufl.  A  grave  and 

*  "  That  King  James  the  Second,  having  endeavoured  tofub- 
"  i-crt  the  csnjiituticn  of  the  kingdom,  by  breaking  the  original 
**  contraft  between  king  and  people,  an4  by  the  advice  of  jel'uits, 
il  rind  other  wicked  perfons,  having  violated  ti\tfundamentatK&is> 
"  and  having  •a&krlr'afUM  him/elf  cut  of  the  kingdom,  hath  abdicated 
u  the  government,  and  the  throne  is  thereby  vacant." 

over- 
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overruling  neceflity  obliged  them  to  take  the  ftep 
they  took,  and  took  with  infinite  reluctance,  as 
under  that  moft  rigorous  of  all  laws,  Their  truft 
for  the  future  prefervation  of  the  conftitution  was 
not  in  future  revolutions.  The  grand  policy  of  all 
their  regulations  was  to  render  it  almoft  impracti- 
cable for  any  future  fovereign  to  compel  the  ftates 
pf  the  kingdom  to  have  again  recourfe  to.  thofe 
violent  remedies.  They  left  the  crown  what,  in 
the  eye  and  eftimation  of  law,  it  had  ever  been, 
perfectly  irrefponiible.  In  order  to  lighten  the 
crown  ftill  further,  they  aggravated  refponfibility 
on  minifters  of  ftate.  By  the  ftatute  of  the  ift 
of  King  William,  felT.  ad,  callecj  «?  the  aft  for  de- 
"  daring  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjecJ,  and 
^  for  fettling  the  fuccejfion  of  the  crown"  they 
enacted,  that  the  minifters  fhpuld  ferve  the  crown 
on  the  terms  pf  that  declaration.  They  fecured 
foon  after  the  frequent  meetings  of  parliament^  by 
which  the  whole  government  would  be  under  the 
conftant  infpection  and  active  controul  of  the  po- 
pular reprefentative  and  of  the  magnates  of  the 
kingdom.  In  the  next  great  conftitutional  act, 
that  of  the  1 2th  and  i3th  of  King  William,  for  the 
further  limitation  of  the  crown,  and  better  fecur- 
ing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubject,  they 
provided,  "  that  no  pardon  under  the  great  feal 
"  of  England  mould  be  pleadable  to  an  impeach- 
^  ment  by  the  commons  in  parliament."  The  rule 

I  4  laid 
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laid  down  for  government  in  the  declaration  of 
right,  the  conftant  infpefbion  of  parliament,  the 
practical  claim  of  impeachment,  they  thought  in- 
finitely a  better  fecurity  not  only  for  their  conili- 
tutional  liberty,  but  againft  the  vices  of  admini- 
ftration,  than  the  refervation  of  a  right  fo  difficult 
in  the  practice,  fo  uncertain  in  the  iilue,  and  of- 
ten fo  mifchievous  in  the  confequences,  as  that  of 
"  cafhiering  their  governors.'* 

Dr.  Price,  in  this  fennon  *,  condemns  very  pro- 
perly the  practice  of  grofs,  adulatory  addrefies  to 
kings.  Inftead  of  this  fulfome  ftyle,  he  propofes 
that  his  majeily  mould  be  told,  on  occafions  of 
congratulation,  that  "  he  is  to  conlider  himfelf  as 
"  more  properly  the  fervant  than  the  fovereigri 
"  of  his  people."  For  a  compliment,  this  new 
form  of  addrefs  does  not  feem  to  be  very  foothing. 
Thofe  who  are  fervants,  in  name,  as  well  as  in  ef- 
fect, do  not  like  to  be  told  of  their  fituation,  their 
duty,  and  their  obligations.  The  Have,  in  the  old 
play,  tells  his  mafter,  "  Hac  commemoratio  eft  quaji 
*'  exprobratio"  It  is  not  pleafant  as  compliment  j 
it  is  not  wholefome  as  inftruction.  After  all,  if 
the  king  were  to  bring  himfelf  to  echo  this  new 
kind  of  addrefs,  to  adopt  it  in  terms,  and  even  to 
take  the  appellation  of  Servant  of  the  People  as 
his  royal  ityle,  how  either  he  or  we  fliould  be 

*  P.  22,23,24. 

much 
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much  mended  by  it,  I  cannot  imagine.  I  have 
feen  very  affuming  letters,  figned,  Your  moil  obe- 
dient, humble  fervant.  The  proudeft  domination 
that  ever  was  endured  on  earth  took  a  title  of 
flill  greater  humility  than  that  which  is  now  pro- 
pofed  for  fovereigns  by  the  Apoftle  of  Liberty, 
Kings  and  nations  were  trampled  upon  by  the 
foot  of  one  calling  himfelf  "  the  Servant  of  Ser- 
"  vants  ;"  and  mandates  for  depoling  fovereigns 
were  fealed  with  the  lignet  of  "  the  Fimerman." 

I  mould  have  coniidered  all  this  as  no.  more  than 
a  fort  of  flippant  vain  difcourfe,  in  which,  as  in 
an  unfavoury  fume,  feveral  perfons  fuffer  tlie  fpirit 
of  liberty  to  evaporate,  if  it  were  not  plainly  in 
fupport  of  the  idea,  and  a  part  of  the  fcheme  of 
"  caihiering  kings  for  mifconduci."  In  that  light 
it  is  worth  fome  obfervation. 

Kings,  in  one  fenfe,  are  undoubtedly  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  people,  becaufe  their  power  has  no" 
other  rational  end  than  that  of  the  general  advan- 
tage ;  but  it  is  not  true  that  they  are,  in  the  or- 
dinary fenfe  (by  our  conftitution,  at  leaft)  any 
thing  like  fervants ;  the  eflence  of  whofe  lituation 
is  to  obey  the  commands  of  fome  other,  and  to  be 
removeable  at  pleafure.  But  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  obeys  no  other  perfon  ;  all  other  perfons 
are  individually,  and  collectively  too,  under  him, 
and  owe  to  him  a  legal  obedience.  The  law, 
which  knows  neither  to  flatter  nor  to  infult,  calls 

this 
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this  high  magiilrate,  not  our  fervant,  as  this  hum* 
ble  Divine  calls  him,  but  "  our  fovereign  Lord  the 
"  King ;"  and  we,  on  our  parts,  have  learned  to 
fpeak  only  the  primitive  language  of  the  law,  and 
not  the  confufed  jargon  of  their  Babylonian  pul- 
pits. 

As  he  is  not  to  obey  us,  but  as  we  are  to  obey 
the  law  in  him,  pur  conftitution  has  made  no  fort 
of  provifion  towards  rendering  him,  as  a  fervant, 
in  any  degree  refponfible.  Our  conftitution  knows 
nothing  of  a  magiftrate  like  the  Jufticia  of  Arra- 
gon  j  nor  of  any  court  legally  appointed,  nor  of 
any  procefs  legally  fettled  for  fubmitting  the  king 
to  the  refponfibility  belonging  to  all  fervants.  In 
this  he  is  not  diftinguimed  from  the  commons  and 
the  lords  ;  who,  in  their  feveral  publick  capaci- 
ties, can  never  be  called  to  an  account  for  their 
conduct ;  although  the  revolution  fociety  ehoofes 
to  aflert,  in  direct  oppofition  to  one  of  the  wifeft 
and  moft  beautiful  parts  of  our  conftitution,  that 
"  a  king  is  no  more  than  the  firft  fervant  of  the 
"  publick,  created  by  it,  and  refponfible  to.  it." 

Ill  would  our  anceftors  at  the  revolution  have 
deferved  their  fame  for  wifdom,  if  they  had  found 
no  fecurity  for  their  freedom,  but  in  rendering 
their  government  feeble  in  its  operations,  and  pre- 
carious in  its  tenure  ;  if  they  had  been  able  to 
contrive  no  better  remedy  againft  arbitrary  power 
than  civil  confufion.  Let  thefe  gentlemen  ftate 

who 
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who  that  reprefent ati*ve  publick  is  to  whom  they 
will  affirm  the  king,  as  a  fervant,  to  be  refponfible. 
It  will  be  then  time  enough  for  me  to  produce 
to  them  the  poiitive  ilatute  law  which  affirms  that 
he  is  not. 

The  ceremony  of  cafhiering  kings,  of  which 
thefe  gentlemen  talk  fo  much  at  their  eafe,  can 
rarely,  if  ever,  be  performed  without  force.  It 
then  becomes  a  cafe  of  war,  and  not  of  conftitu- 
tion.  Laws  are  commanded  to  hold  their  tongues 
amongft  arms  ;  and  tribunals  fall  to  the  ground 
with  the  peace  they  are  no  longer  able  to  uphold. 
The  revolution  pf  1688  was  obtained  by  a  juft 
war,  in  the  only  cafe  in  which  any  war,  and 
much  more  a  civil  war,  can  be  juft.  "  Jufta  bella 
"  quibus  necejjaria?*  The  queftion  of  dethroning, 
or,  if  thefe  gentlemen  like  the  phrafe  better, 
"  calhiering  kings,"  will  always  be,  as  it  has  al- 
ways been,  an  extraordinary  queftion  of  ftate,  and 
wholly  out  of  the  law  ;  a  queftion  (like  all  other 
queftions  of  ftate)  of  difpofitions,  and  of  means, 
and  of  probable  confluences,  rather  than  of  po- 
fitive  rio-hts.  As  it  was  not  made  for  common 

o 

abufes,  fo  it  is  not  to  be  agitated  by  common 
minds.  The  fpeculative  line  of  demarcation, 
where  obedience  ought  to  end,  and  reliftance 
muft  begin,  is  faint,  obfcure,  and  not  ealily  defin- 
able. It  is  not  a  fingle  acl,  or  a  iingle  event, 
which  determines  it.  Governments  muft  be 

abufed 
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abufed  and  deranged  indeed,  before  it  can  be 
thought  of ;  and  the  profpect  of  the  future  muft 
be  as  bad  as  the  experience  of  the  paft.  When 
things  are  in  that  lamentable  condition,  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe  is  to  indicate  the  remedy  to 
thofe  whom  nature  has  qualified  to  adminifter  in 
extremities  this  critical,  ambiguous,  bitter  potion 
to  a  diftempered  ftate.  Times  and  occafions,  and 
provocations,  will  teach  their  own  leflbns.  The 
wife  will  determine  from  the  gravity  of  the  cafe  ; 
the  irritable  from  fenfibility  to  oppreilipn ;  the 
high-minded  from  difdain  and  indignation  at  abu- 
live  power  in  unworthy  hands ;  the  brave  and 
bold  from  the  love  of  honourable  danger  in  a  ge- 
nerous caufe  :  but,  with  or  without  right,  a  re- 
volution will  be  the  very  laft  refource  of  the 
thinking  and  the  good. 

The  third  head  of  right,  afferted  by  the  pulpit 
of  the  Old  Jewry,  namely,  the  "  right  to  form  a 
"  government  for  ourfelves,"  has,  at  leaft,  as  little 
countenance  from  any  thing  done  at  the  revolu- 
tion, either  in  precedent  or  principle,  as  the  two 
firft  of  their  claims.  The  revolution  was  made 
to  preferve  our  antient  indifputable  laws  and  liber- 
ties, and  that  antient  conftitution  of  government 
which  is  our  only  fecurity  for  law  and  liberty.  If 
you  are  defirous  of  knowing  the  fpirit  of  our  con- 
ftitution, and  the  policy  which  predominated  in 
that  great  period  which  has  fecured  it  to  this  hour, 
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pray  look  for  both  in  our  hiftories,  in  our  records, 
in  our  acts  of  parliament,  and  journals  of  parlia- 
ment, and  not  in  the  fermons  of  the  Old  Jewry, 
and  the  after-dinner  toafts  of  the  revolution  fo- 
ciety.  In  the  former  you  will  find  other  ideas  and 
another  language.  Such  a  claim  is  as  ill-fuited  to 
our  temper  and  wifhes  as  it  is  unsupported  by  any 
appearance  of  authority.  The  very  idea  of  the  fa- 
brication of  a  new  government,  is  enough  to  fill  us 
with  difguft  and  horror.  We  wilhed  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  revolution,  and  do  now  wifli,  to  derive 
all  we  poiTefs  as  an  inheritance  from  our  forefathers, 
Upon  that  body  and  ftock  of  inheritance  we  have 
taken  care  not  to  inoculate  any  fcion  alien  to  the 
nature  of  the  original  plant.  All  the  reformations 
we  have  hitherto  made,  have  proceeded  upon  the 
principle  of  reference  to  antiquity  ;  and  I  hope, 
nay  I  am  perfuaded,  that  all  thofe  which  poffrbly 
may  be  made  hereafter,  will  be  carefully  formed 
upon  analogical  precedent,,  authority,  and  example. 
Our  oldeft  reformation  is  that  of  Magna  Charta. 
You  will  fee  that  Sir  Edward  Coke,  that  great 
oracle  of  our  law,  and  indeed  all  the  great  men 
who  follow  him,  to  Blackftone*,  are  induftrious 
to  prove  the  pedigree  of  our  liberties.  They  en- 
deavour to  prove,  that  the  antient  charter,  the 
a  charta  of  King  John,  was  connected  with 


*  Se£  Blackftorit's  Magna  Churfa,  printed  at  Oxford,  1759. 
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another  pofitive  charter  from  Henry  I.  and  that 
both  the  one  and  the  other  were  nothing  more 
than  a  rv-aftlrmance  of  the  ftill  more  antient  ftand- 
ing  law  of  the  kingdom.  In  the  matter  of  fact, 
for  the  greater  part,  thefe  authors  appear  to  be  in 
the  right ;  perhaps  not  always  :  but  if  the  lawyers 
miftake  in  fome  particulars,  it  proves  my  pofition 
ftill  the  more  ftrongly ;  becaufe  it  demonftrates 
the  powerful  prepofieffion  towards  antiquity,  with 
which  the  minds  of  all  our  lawyers  and  legiflators, 
and  of  all  the  people  whom  they  wifti  to  influ- 
ence, have  been  always  filled  ;  and  the  ftationary 
policy  of  this  kingdom  in  confidering  their  moft 
facred  rights  and  franchises  as  an  inheritance. 

In  the  famous  law  of  the  3d  of  Charles  I.  called - 
the  Petition  of  Right,  the  parliament  fays  to  the 
king,  "Your  fubjects  have  inherited  this  freedom/' 
claiming  their  franchifes  not  on  abftract  principles 
"  as  the  rights  of  men,"  but  as  the  rights  of  Eng- 
limmen,  and  as  a  patrimony  derived  from  their 
forefathers.  Selden,  and  the  other  profoundly 
learned  men,  who  drew  this  petition  of  right, 
were  as  well  acquainted,  at  leaft,  with  all  the  ge- 
neral theories  concerning  the  "  rights  of  men/' 
as  any  of  the  difcourfers  in  our  pulpits,  or  on  your 
tribune  ;  full  as  well  as  Dr.  Price,  or  as  the  Abbe 
Syeyes.  But,  for  reafons  worthy  of  that  practical 
wifdom  which  fuperfeded  their  theoretick  fcience, 
they  preferred  this  pofitive,  recorded,  hereditary 
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title  to  all  which  can  be  dear  to  the  man  and  the 
citizen,  to  that  vague  fpeculative  right,  which  ex- 
pofed  their  fure  inheritance  to  be  fcr ambled  for 
and  torn  to  pieces  by  every  wild  litigious  fpirit. 

The  fame  policy  pervades  all  the  laws  which 
have  fince  been  made  for  the  prefervation  of  our 
liberties.  In  the  ift  of  William  and  Mary,  in  the 
famous  ftatute,  called  the  Declaration  of  Right,  the 
two  houfes  utter  not  a  fy liable  of  "  a  right  to 
"  frame  a  government  for  themfelves."  You  will 
fee,  that  their  whole  care  was  to  fecure  the  reli* 
gion,  laws,  and  liberties,  that  had  been  long  pof- 
fefled,  and  had  been  lately  endangered.  "  Tak- 
"  ing  *  into  their  moft  ferious  coniideration  the 
"  bejl  means  for  making  fuch  an  eftablifhment^ 
"  that  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  might  not 
"  be  in  danger  of  being  again  fubyerted,"  they 
aufpicate  all  their  proceedings,  by  ftating  as  fome 
of  thofe  beft  means,  "  in  theyfry?  place"  to  do  "  as 
"  their  ancejlors  In  like  cafes  have  nfually  done  for 
"  vindicating  their  antlent  rights  and  liberties,  to 
"  declare ;" — and  then  they  pray  the  king  and, 
queen,  "  that  it  may  be  declared  and  enacted,  that 
"  all  and  Jingular  the  rights  and  liberties  ajjerted 
"  and  declared  are  the  true  antient  and  indubitable 
"  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  king- 
"  dom.'J 

You  will  obferve,  that  from  magna  charta  to 

*   I  W.-andM. 
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the  declaration  of  right,  it  has  been  the  uniform 
policy  of  our  constitution  to  claim  and  aflert  our 
liberties,  as  an  entailed  inheritance  derived  to  us 
from  our  forefathers,  and  to  be  traiifknitted  to  our 
pofterity ;  as  an  eftate  fpeeially  belonging  to  the 
people  of  this  kingdom  without  any  reference 
whatever  to  any  other  more  general  or  prior  right* 
By  this  means  our  conftitution  preferves  an  unity 
in  fo  great  a  diversity  of  its  parts.  We  have  an 
inheritable  crown  ;  an  inheritable  peerage ;  and  an 
houfe  of  commons  and  a  people  inheriting  privi- 
leges, franchifes,  and  liberties,  from  a  long  line  of 
anceftors. 

This  policy  appears  to  me  to  be  the  refult  of  pro- 
found reflection ;  or  rather  the  happy  effect  of 
following  nature,  which  is  wifdom  without  re- 
flection, and  above  it. ,  A  fpirit  of  innovation  is 
generally  the  refult  of  a  fdfiih  temper  and  con-^ 
fined  views.  People  will  not  look  forward  to  pof- 
terity, who  never  look  backward  to  their  ancef- 
tors. Beiides,  the  people  of  England  well  know, 
that  the  idea  of  inheritance  furniihes  a  fure  prin-< 
ciple  of  confer vation,  and  a  fure  principle  of  tranf- 
miilion  ;  without  at  all  excluding  a  principle  of  im-* 
provement.  It  leaves  acquifition  free  ;  but  it  fe* 
cures  what  it  acquires*  Wh&tever  advantages  are 
obtained  by  a  ftate  proceeding  on  thefe  maxims* 
are  locked  faft  as  in  a  fort  of  family  fettlement ; 
grafped  as  in  a  kind  of  mortmain  for  ever.  By  a 
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conftitutional  policy,  working  after  the  pattern  of 
nature,  we  receive,  we  hold,  we  tranfmit  our  go- 
vernment and  our  privileges,  in  the  fame  manner 
in  which  we  enjoy  and  tranfmit  our  property  and 
our  lives.  The  inftitutions  of  policy,  the  goods 
of  fortune,  the  gifts  of  Providence,  are  handed 
down,  to  us  and  from  us,  in  the  fame  courfe  and 
order*  Our  political  fyftem  is  placed  in  a  juft 
correfpondence  and  fymmetry  with  the  order  of 
the  world,  and  wi.th  the  mode  of  exiftence  de- 
creed to  a  permanent  body  compofed  of  tranlitory 
parts  ;  wherein,  by  the  difpofition  of  a  flUpendous 
wifdom,  moulding  together  the  great  myfterious 
incorporation  of  the  human  race,  the  whole,  at 
one  timej  is  never  old,  or  middle-aged,  or  young* 
but  in  a  condition  of  unchangeable  conftancy^ 
moves  on  through  the  varied  tenor  of  perpetual 
decay*  fall,  renovation,  and  progreffion*  Thus* 
by  preferving  the  method  of  nature  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  ftate,  in  what  we  improve  we  are 
never  wholly  new ;  in  what  we  retain,  we  are 
never  wholly  obfolete,  By  adhering  in  this  man- 
ner and  on  thofe  principles  to  our  forefathers,  we 
are  guided  not  by  the  fuperftition  of  antiquarians, 
but  by  the  fpirit  of  philofophick  analogy.  In  this 
choice  of  inheritance  we  have  owen  to  our  frame 

O 

of  polity  the  image  of  a  relation  in  blood  j  bind- 
ing up  the  conftitution  of  our  country  with  our 
deareft  domeftick  ties ;  adopting  our  fundamen- 
VOL.  V,  K  tal 


130  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE> 

tal  laws  into  the  bofom  of  our  family  affections  ; 
keeping  infeparablc,  and  cherifhing  with  the 
warmth  of  all  their  combined  and  mutually  re- 
flected charities,  our  ftate,  our  hearths,  our  fepul- 
chres,  and  our  altars* 

Through  the  fame  plan  of  a  conformity  to  na- 
ture in  our  artificial  iniKtutions,  and  by  calling  in 
the  aid  of  her  unerring  and  powerful  inftincts^ 
to  fortify  the  fallible  and  feeble  contrivances  of  our 
feafon,  we  have  derived  feveral  other,  and  thofc 
no  fmall  benefits,  from  ccnfidering  our  liberties 
irt  the  light  of  an  inheritance.  Always  acting  as 
if  in  the  prefence  of  canonized  forefathers,  the 
fpirit  of  freedom,  leading  in  itfclf  to  mifrule  and 
excefs,  is  tempered  with  an  awful  gravity.  This 
idea  of  a  liberal  defcent  infpires  us  with  a  fenfe  of 
habitual  native  dignity,  which  prevents  that  up- 
ftart  infolence  almoft  inevitably  adhering  to  and 
difgracing  thofe  who  are  the  firft  acquirers  of  any 
diftinclion.  By  this  means  our  liberty  becomes  a 
noble  freedom.  It  carries  an  impofing  and  ma- 
jeftick  afpect.  It  has  a  pedigree  and  illuftrating  an- 
ceftors.  It  has  its  bearings  and  its  enfigns  armo- 
rial. It  has  its  gallery  of  portraits ;  its  monu- 
mental infcriptions ;  its  records,  evidences,  and 
titles.  We  procure  reverence  to  our  civil  inftitu- 
tions  on  the  principle  upon  which  nature  teaches 
us  to  revere  individual  men  ;  on  account  of  their 
age ;  and  on  account  of  thofe  from  whom  they 

are 
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are  defcendech  All  your  fophifters  cannot  pro- 
duce  any  thing  better  adapted  to  preferve  a  ra- 
tional and  manly  freedom  than  the  courfe  that  we 
have  purfued,  who  have  chofen  our  nature  rather 
than  our  fpeculations,  our  breads  rather  than  our 
inventions,  for  the  great  confervatories  and  ma- 
gazines of  our  rights  arid  privileges. 

You  might,  if  you  pleafed,  have  profited  of  our 
example,  and  have  given  to  your  recovered  free- 
dom a  correfpondent  dignity.  Your  privileges, 
though  difcontinued,  were  not  loft  to  memory. 
Your  conftitution,  it  is  true,  whilft  you  were  out 
of  pofleffion,  fuffered  wafte  and  dilapidation  5  but 
you  poffefled  in  fome  parts  the  walls,  and  in  all 
the  foundations  of  a  noble  and  venerable  caftle. 
You  might  have  repaired  thofe  walls  $  you  might 
have  built  on  thofe  old  foundations.  Your  con- 
ftitution was  fufpended  before  it  was  perfected  ; 
but  you  had  the  elements  of  a  conftitution  very 
nearly  as  good  as  could  be  wifhed.  In  your  old 
ftates  you  poffefled  that  variety  of  parts  corre- 
fponding  with  the  various  defcriptions  of  which 
your  community  was  happily  compofed ;  you  had 
all  that  combination,  and  all  that  oppofition  of  in- 
terefts,  you  had  that  action  and  counteraction 
which,  in  the  natural  and  in  the  political  world, 
from  the  reciprocal  ftmggle  of  difcordant  powers, 
draws  out  the  harmony  of  the  univerfe.  Thefe 
oppofed  and  conflicting  interefts,  which  you  con- 
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fidered  as  fo  great  a  blemim  in  your  old  arrc( 
in  our  prefent  conftitution,  interpofe  a  falutary 
check  to  all  precipitate  refolutions.  They  render 
deliberation  a  matter  not  of  choice,  but  of  ne- 
eeflity;  they  make  all  change  a  fubjecl:  of  compro* 
mife,  which  naturally  begets  moderation ;  they  pro- 
duce temperaments  ^  preventing  the  fore  evil  of  harfh, 
crude,  unqualified  reformations;  and  rendering 
all  the  headlong  exertions  of  arbitrary  power,  in 
the  few  or  in  the  many,  for  ever  impracticable. 
Through  that  diverfity  of  members  and  interefts, 
general  liberty  had  as  many  fecurities  as  there  were 
feparate  views  in  the  feveral  orders  ;  whilfl  by 
prefling  down  the  whole  by  the  weight  of  a  real 
monarchy,  the  feparate  parts  would  have  been 
prevented  from  warping  and  ftarting  from  their 
allotted  places. 

You  had  all  thefe  advantages  in  your  antient 
ftates  j  but  you  chofe  to  acl  as  if  you  had  never 
been  moulded  into  civil  fociety,  and  had  every 
thing  to  begin  anew.  You  began  ill,  becaufe  you 
began  by  defpiiing  every  thing  that  belonged  to 
you.  You  fet  up  your  trade  without  a  capital. 
If  the  laft  generations  of  your  country  appeared 
without  much  luftre  in  your  eyes,  you  might 
have  paffed  them  by,  and  derived  your  claims 
from  a  more  early  race  of  anceftors.  Under  a  pious 
predilection  for  thofe  anceftors,  your  imagina- 
tions would  have  realized  in  them  a  ftandard  of 
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virtue  and  wifdom,  beyond  the  vulgar  pra&ice  of 
the  hour  :  and  you  would  have  rifen  with  the  ex- 
ample to  whofe  imitation  you  afpired.     Refpect- 
ing  your  forefathers,  you  would  have  been  taught 
to  refpeft  yourfelves.  You  would  not  have  chofen 
to  confider  the  French  as  a  people  of  yefterday,  as 
a  nation   of  low-born  fervile  wretches  until  the 
emancipating  year  of  1789.     In  order  tofurniih, 
at  the  expence  of  your  honour,  an  excufe  to  your 
apologifts  here  for  feveral  enormities  of  yours, 
you  would  not  have  been  content  to  be  reprefented 
as  a  gang  of  Maroon  flaves,  fuddenly  broke  loofe 
from  the  houfe  of  bondage,  and  therefore  to  be  par- 
doned for  your  abufe  of  the  liberty  to  which  you 
were  not  accuftomed  and  ill  fitted.     Would  it 
not,  my  worthy  friend,  have  been  wifer  to  have 
you  thought,  what   I,  for  one,  always  thought 
you,  a  generous  and  gallant  nation,  long  milled 
to  your  difedvantage  by  your  high  and  romantick 
fentiments  of  fidelity,  honour,  and  loyalty ;  that 
events  had  been  unfavourable  to  you,  but  that 
you  were  not  enflaved  through  any  illiberal  or  fer- 
vile difpolition  ;   that  in  your  moft  devoted  fub- 
miffion,  you  were  actuated  by  a  principle  of  pub- 
lick  fpirit,  and  that  it  was  your  country  you  wor- 
(hipped,  in  the  perfon  of  your  king?  Had  you 
made  it  to  be  underftood,  that  in  the  delulion  of 
this  amiable  error  you  had  gone  further  than  your 
wife  anceftors  j  that  you  were  refolved  to  refume 
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your  antient  privileges,  whilft  you  preferved  the 
fpirit  of  your  antient  and  your  recent  loyalty  and 
honour;  or,  if  diffident  of  yourfelves,  and  not 
clearly  difcerning  the  almoft  obliterated  conftitur 
tion  of  your  anceflors,  you  had  looked  to  your 
neighbours  in  this  land,  who  had  kept  alive  the 
antient  principles  and  models  of  the  old  common 
law  of  Europe  meliorated  and  adapted  to  its  pre- 
fent  ftate — by  following  wife  examples  you  would 
have  given  new  examples  of  wifdom  to  the  world. 
You  would  have  rendered  the  caufe  of  liberty  ve? 
nerable  in  the  eyes  of  every  worthy  mind  in  every 
nation.  You  would  have  fhamed  defpotifm  from 
the  earth,  by  mewing  that  freedom  was  not  only 
reconcileable,  but  as,  when  well  difcipiined,  it  is, 
auxiliary  to  law.  You  would  have  had  an  unop? 
preffive  but  a  productive  revenue.  You  would 
have  had  a  flouriming  commerce  to  feed  it.  You 
would  have  had  a  free  conilitution  ;  a  potent  mo- 
narchy ;  a  difcipiined  army  ;  a  reformed  and  ver 
nerated  clergy  ;  a  mitigated  but  fpirited  nobility, 
to  lead  your  virtue,  not  to  overlay  it ;  you  would 
have  had  a  liberal  order  of  commons,  to  emulate 
and  to  recruit  that  nobility  ;  you  would  have  had 
a  protected,  fatisfietl,  laborious,  and  obedient  peo- 
ple, taught  to  feek  and  to  recognize  the  happinefs 
that  is  to  be  found  by  virtue  in  all  conditions ;  in 
which  confifts  the  true  moral  equality  of  mankind, 
and  not  in  that  monftrous  fiction,  which,  by  in- 
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ipiring  falfe  ideas  and  vain  expectations  into  men 
deftined  to  travel  in  the  obfcure  walk  of  laborious 
jife,  ferves  only  to  aggravate  and  imbitter  that 
real  inequality,  which  it  never  can  remove;  and 
which  the  order  of  civil  life  eftabliihes  as  much 
for  the  benefit  of  thofe  whom  it  muft  leave  in  an 
humble  ftate,  as  thofe  whom  it  is  able  to  exalt  to  a 
condition  more  fplendid,  but  not  more  happy. 
You  had  a  fmooth  and  eafy  career  of  felicity  and 
glory  laid  open  to  you,  beyond  any  thing  recorded 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  world ;  but  you  have  fliewn 
that  difficulty  is  good  for  man. 

Compute  your  gains :  fee  what  is  got  by  thofe 
extravagant  and  prefumptuous  fpeculations  which 
have  taught  your  leaders  to  defpife  all  their  pre- 
deceffors,  and  all  their  contemporaries,  and  even 
to  defpife  themfelves,  until  the  moment  in  which 
they  became  truly  defpicable.  By  following  thofe 
falfe  lights,  France  has  bought  undifguifed  calar 
niilies  at  a  higher  price  than  any  nation  has  pur- 
chafed  the  moil  unequivocal  bleflings  !  France  has 
bought  poverty  by  crime !  France  has  not  facri- 
ficed  her  virtue  to  her  intereft ;  but  fhe  has  abanr 
doned  her  intereft,  that  me  might  proftitute  her 
virtue.  All  other  nations  have  begun  the  fabrick 
'  of  a  new  government,  .or  the  reformation  of  an 
old,  by  eflabliming  originally,  or  by  enforcing 
with  greater  exaclnefs  fome  rites  or  other  of  reli? 
gion.  All  other  people  have  laid  the  foundations 
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of  civil  freedom  in  feverer  manners,  and  a  fyftem. 
of  a  more  auflere  and  mafculine  morality,  France, 
when  fhe  let  loofe  the  reins  of  regal  authority, 
doubled  the  licence,  of  a  ferocious  difiblutenefs  in 
manners,  and  of  an  infolent  irreligion  in  opinions 
and  practices  ;  and  has  extended  through  all  ranks 
of  life,  as  if  flic  were  communicating  fome  privi- 
lege, or  laying  open  fome  fecluded  benefit,  all  the 
unhappy  corruptions  that  ufually  were  the  difeafe 
of  wealth  and  power.  This  is  one  of  the  new 
principles  of  equality  in  France. 

France,  by  the  perfidy  of  her  leaders,  has  utterly 
difgraced  the  tone  of  lenient  council  in  the  cabi- 
nets of  princes,  and  difarmed  it  of  its  moft  potent 
topicks.  She  has  fanclified  the  dark  fufpicious 
maxims  of  tyrannous  diftruft  ;  and  taught  kings 
to  tremble  at  (what  will  hereafter  be  called)  the 
delulive  plaufibilities,  of  moral  politicians.  So- 
vereigns will  confider  thofe  who  advife  them  to 
place  an  unlimited  confidence  in  their  people,  as 
fubverters  of  their  thrones  ;  as  traitors  who  aim 
at  their  deftruction,  by  leading  their  eafy  good- 
nature, under  fpecious  pretences,  to  admit  combir 
nations  of  bold  and  faithlefs  men  into  a  participa- 
tion of  their  power.  This  alone  (if  there  were 
nothing  elfe)  is  an  irreparable  calamity  to  you  and 
to  mankind.  Remember  that  your  parliament  of 
Paris  told  your  king,  that  in  calling  the  ftates  to- 
gether, he  had  nothing  to  fear  but  the  prodigal 

excefs 
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cxcefs  of  their  zeal  in  providing  for  the  fupport  of 
the  throne.  It  is  right  that  thcfe  men  mould  hide 
their  heads.  It  is  right  that  they  fhould  bear  their 
part  in  the  ruin  which  their  counfel  has  brought 
on  their  fovereign  and  their  country.  Such  fan- 
guine  declarations  tend  to  lull  authority  afleep; 
to  encourage  it  rafhly  to  engage  in  perilous  ad- 
ventures of  untried  policy;  to  neglect  thofe  pro- 
vifions,  preparations,  and  precautions,  which  dif- 
tinguim  benevolence  from  imbecillity ;  and  with- 
out which  no  man  can  anfwer  for  the  falutary  ef- 
fect of  any  abftract  plan  of  government  or  of  free- 
dom. For  want  of  thefe,  they  have  feen  the  me- 
dicine of  the  ftate  corrupted  into  its  poifon.  They 
have  feen  the  French  rebel  againfl  a  mild  and  law- 
ful monarch,  with  more  fury,  outrage,  and  infult, 
than  ever  any  people  has  been  known  to. rife  againft 
the  moft  illegal  ufurper,  or  the  moil  fanguinary 
tyrant.  Their  refiftance  was  made  to  conceilion  ; 
their  revolt  was  from  protection  ;  their  blow  was 
aimed  at  an  hand  holding  out  graces,  favours,  and 
immunities. 

This  was  unnatural.  The  reft  is  in  order.  They 
have  found  their  punimment  in  their  fuccefs, 
Laws  overturned ;  tribunals  fubverted ;  induftry 
without  vigour ;  commerce  expiring ;  the  reve- 
nue unpaid,  yet  the  people  impoverimed ;  a  church 
pillaged,  and  a  ftate  not  relieved;  civil  and  mili- 
tary anarchy  made  the  conftitution  of  the  king- 
dom; 
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•dom  ;  every  thing  human  and  divine  facrificed  to 
the  idol  of  publick  credit,  and  national  bankruptcy 
the  confequence ;  and  to  crown  all,  the  paper  fe- 
curities  of  new,  precarious,  tottering  power,  the 
difcredited  paper  fecurities  of  impoverifhed  fraud, 
and  beggared  rapine,  held  out  as  a  currency  for 
the  fupport  of  an  empire,  in  lieu  of  the  two  great 
recognized  fpecies  that  reprefent  the  lafting  con- 
ventional credit  of  mankind,  which  difappeared 
and  hid  themfelves  in  the  earth  from  whence  they 
came,  when  the  principle  of  poverty,  whofe  crea* 
tures  and  ;\  j.rcfcntatives  they  are,  was  fyftemati- 
cally  fubverted. 

Were  all  thefe  dreadful  things  neceffary?  were 
they  the  inevitable  refults  of  the  defperate  ftruggle 
of  determined  patriots,  compelled  to  wade  through 
blood  and  tumult,  to  the  quiet  ihore.  of  a  tranquij. 
and  profperous  liberty?  No!  nothing  like  it.  The 
frelh  ruins  of  France,  which  mock  our  feelings 
wherever  we  can  turn  our  eyes,  are  not  the  devafta-r 
tion  of  civil  war ;  they  are  the  fad  but  inftrucrive 
monuments  of  rafh  and  ignorant  counfel  in  time 
of  profound  peace.  They  are  the  difplay  of  in- 
confiderate  and  prefumptuous,  becaufe  unrelifted 
and  irreiiftible  authority.  The  perfons  who  have 
thus  fquandered  away  the  precious  treafiirc  of 
their  crimes,  the  perfons  who  have  made  this  pro- 
digal and  wild  wafte  of  publick  evils  (the  laffc  flake 
referved  for  the  ultimate  ranfom  of  the  ftate)  have 

met 
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met  in  their  progrefs  with  little,  or  rather  with  no 
oppolition  at  all.  Their  whole  march  was  more 
like  a  triumphal  proceffion  than  the  progrefs  of  a 
war.  Their  pioneers  have  gone  before  them,  and 
demolifhed  and  laid  every  thing  level  at  their  feet. 
Not  one  drop  of  their  blood  have  they  flied  in  the 
caufe  of  the  country  they  have  ruined.  They 
have  made  no  facrifices  to  their  projects  of  greater 
confequence  than  their  flioe-buckles,  whilft  they 
were  imprifoning  their  king,  murdering  their  fel- 
kr.v-citizens,  and  bathing  in  tears,  and  plunging  in 
poverty  and  diflrefs,  thoufands  of  worthy  men  and 
worthy  families.  Their  cruelty  has  not  even  been 
the  bafe  refult  of  fear.  It  has  been  the  effect  of 
their  fenfe  of  perfect  fafety,  in  authorizing  trea- 
fons,  robberies,  rapes,  affaffinat^ons,  {laughters,  and 
burnings,  throughout  their  harafled  land.  But  the 
caufe  of  all  was  plain  from  the  beginning. 

This  unforced  choice,  this  fond  election  of  evil, 
would  appear  perfectly  unaccountable,  if  we  did 
not  confider  the  compofition  of  the  national  afFem- 
bly :  I  do  not  mean  its  formal  conftitution,  which 
as  it  now  ftands,  is  exceptionable  enough,  but  the 
materials  of  which  in  a  great  meafure  it  is  com- 
pofed,  which  is  of  ten  thoufand  times  greater  con- 
fequence than  all  the  formalities  in  the  world.  If 
we  were  to  know  nothing  of  this  affembly  but  by 
its  title  and  function,  no  colours  could  paint  to  the 
imagination  any  thing  more  venerable.  In  that 

light 
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light  the  mind  of  an  enquirer,  fubdued  by  fuch  an 
awful  image  as  that  of  the  virtue  and  wifdom  of 
a  whole  people  collected  into  one  focus,  would 
p:iufe  and  hefitate  in  condemning  things  even  .of 
the  very  worft  afpect.  Inftead  of  blameable,  they 
would  appear  only  myfterious.  But  no  name,  no 
power,  no  function,  no  artificial  inftitution  what- 
foever,  can  make  the  men  of  whom  any  fyftem  of 
authority  is  compofed,  any  other  than  God,  and 
nature,  and  education,  and  their  habits  of  life  have 
made  them.  Capacities  beyond  thefe  the  people 
have  not  to  give.  Virtue  and  wifdom  may  be 
the  objects  of  their  choice ;  but  their  choice  con- 
fers neither  the  one  nor  the  other  on  thofe  upon 
whom  they  lay  their  ordaining  hands.  They  have 
not  the  engagement  of  nature,  they  have  not  the 
promife  of  revelation  for  any  fuch  powers. 

After  I  had  read  over  the  lift  of  the  perfons 
and  defcriptions  elected  into  the  Tiers  Etat,  no- 
thing which  they  afterwards  did  could  appear 
aftonHhing.  Among  them,  indeed,  I  faw  fome  of 
known  rank ;  fome  of  fhining  talents ;  but  of  any 
practical  experience  in  the  ftate,  not  one  man  was 
to  be  found.  The  beft  were  only  men  of  theory. 
But  whatever  the  diitinguiflied  few  may  have 
been,  it  is  the  fubftance  and  mafs  of  the  body 
which  conftitutes  its  character,  and  muft  finally 
determine  its  direction.  In  all  bodies,  thofe  who 
will  lead,  muft  alfo,  in  a  coniiderable  degree,  fol- 
low. 
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low.  They  muft  conform  their  proportions  to 
the  tafte,  talent,  and  difpofition  of  thofe  whom 
they  wifh  to  conduct :  therefore,  if  an  aflembly  is 
vicioufly  or  feebly  compofed  in  a  very  great  part 
of  it,  nothing  but  fuch  a  fupreme  degree  of  vir- 
tue as  very  rarely  appears  in  the  world,  and  for 
that  reafon  cannot  enter  into  calculation,  will  pre- 
vent the  men  of  talents  difleminated  through  it 

o 

from  becoming  only  the  expert  inftruments  of  ab- 
furd  projects !  If  what  is  the  more  likely  event, 
inftead  of  that  unufual  degree  of  virtue,  they 
ihould  be  actuated  by  finifter  ambition,  and  a  luft 
of  meretricious  glory,  then  the  feeble  part  of  the 
aflembly,  to  whom  at  firft  they  conform,  becomes 
in  its  turn  the  dupe  and  inftrument  of  their  de- 
iigns.  In  this  political  traffick  the  leaders  will  be 
obliged  to  bow  to  the  ignorance  of  their  followers,, 
and  the  followers  to  become  fubfervient  to  the 
worft  defigns  of  their  leaders. 

To  fecure  any  degree  of  fobriety  in  the  propofi- 
tions  made  by  the  leaders  in  any  publick  affembiy,, 
they  ought  to  refpect,  in  fome  degree  perhaps  to 
fear,  thofe  whom  they  conduct.  To  be  led  any 
otherwife  than  blindly,  the  followers  muft  be  qua- 
lified, if  not  for  actors,  at  lead  for  judges ;  they 
muft  alfo  be  judges  of  natural  weight  and  autho- 
rity. Nothing  can  fecure  a  fteady  and  moderate 
conduct  in  fuch  affemblies,  but  that  the  body  of 
them  mould  be  refpectably  compofed,  in  point  of 

condition 
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condition  in  life,  of  permanent  property,  of  edu* 
cation,  and  of  fuch  habits  as  enlarge  and  liberalize 
the  underftanding. 

In  the  calling  of  the  ftates  general  of  France,  the 
firft  thing  that  ftruck  me,  was  a  great  departure 
from  the  antient  courfe.  I  found  the  reprefenta- 
tion  for  the  third  eftate  compofed  of  fix  hundred 
perfons.  They  were  equal  in  number  to  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  both  the  other  orders.  If  the  or- 
ders were  to  act  feparately,  the  number  would  not, 
beyond  the  confide  ration  of  the  expence,  be  of 
much  moment.  But  when  it  became  apparent 
that  the  three  orders  were  to  be  melted  down  into 
one,  the  policy  and  neceffary  effect  of  this  nume- 
rous reprefentation  became  obvious.  A  very  fmall 
defertion  from  either  of  the  other  two  orders 
muft  throw  the  power  of  both  into  the  hands  of 
the  third.  In  fact,  the  whole  power  of  the  ftate 
was  foon  refolved  into  that  body.  Its  due  com- 
pofition  became  therefore  of  infinitely  the  greater* 
importance. 

Judge,  Sir,  of  my  furprize,  when  I  found  that 
a  very  great  proportion  of  the  aifembly  (a  majo- 
rity, I  believe,  of  the  members  who  attended)  was 
compofed  of  practitioners  in  the  law.  It  was 
compofed  not  of  diftinguifhed  magiftrates,  who 
had  given  pledges  to  their  country  of  their  fcience, 
prudence,  and  integrity  j  not  of  leading  advocates, 
the  glory  of  the  bar;  not  of  renowned  profeffors 

in 
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la  univerfities ; — but  for  the  far  greater  part,  as 
it  muft  in  fuch  a  number,  of  the  inferior,  unlearn- 
ed, mechanical,  merely  inftrumental  members  of 
the  profeflion.  There  were  diftinguifhed  excep- 
tions ;  but  the  general  coinpofition  was  of  obfcure 
provincial  advocates,  of  ftewards  of  petty  local 
jurifdiclions,  country  attornies,  notaries,  and  the 
whole  train  of  the  minifters  of  municipal  litiga- 
tion, the  fomentors  and  conductors  of  the  petty 
war  of  village  vexation.  From  the  moment  I 
read  the  lift  I  faw  diftinctly,  and  very  nearly  as  it 
has  happened,  all  that  was  to  follow. 

The  degree  of  eftimation  in  which  any  profet- 
lion  is  held  becomes  the  ftandard  of  the  eftima- 
tion in  which  the  profeffors  hold  themfelves. 
Whatever  the  perfonal  merits  of  many  individual 
lawyers  might  have  been,  and  in  many  it  was  un- 
doubtedly very  conliderable,  in  that  military  king- 
dom, no  part  of  the  profeilion  had  been  much  re- 
garded, except  the  higheft-  of  all,  who  often  united 
to  their  profefiional  ofiices  great  family  fplendour, 
and  were  invefted  with  great  power  and  autho- 
rity. Thefe  certainly  were  highly  refpecled,  and 
even  with  no  fmall  degree  of  awe.  The  next  rank 
was  not  much  efteemed ;  the  mechanical  part  was 
in  a  very  low  degree  of  repute. 

Whenever  the  fupreme  authority  is  veiled  in  a 
body  fo  compofed,  it  muft  evidently  produce  the 
confequences  of  fupreme  authority  placed  in  the 

hands 
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hands  of  men  not  taught  habitually  to  refpecfc 
themfelves  ;  who  had  no  previous  fortune  in  cha- 
racter at  ftake ;  who  could  not  be  expected  to  bear 
with  moderation,  or  to  conduct  with  difcretion,  a 
power  which  they  themfelves,  more  than  any 
others,  muft  be  furprifed  to  find  in  their  hands. 
Who  could  flatter  himfelf  that  thefe  men,  fud- 
denly,  and,  as  it  were,  by  enchantment,  fnatched 
from  the  humbleft  rank  of  fubordination,  would 
not  be  intoxicated  with  their  unprepared  great-* 
nefs  ?  WJio  could  conceive,  that  men  who  are 
habitually  meddling,  daring,  fubtle,  active,  of  liti- 
gious difpofitions  and  unquiet  minds,  would  ealily 
fall  back  into  their  old  condition  of  obfcure  con-* 
tention,  and  laborious,  low,  and  unprofitable  chi- 
cane ?  Who  could  doubt  but  that,  at  any  expence 
to  the  ftate,  of  which  they  underftood  nothing, 
they  muft  pUrfue  their  private  interefts,  which 
they  underftood  but  too  well  ?  It  was  not  an 
event  depending  on  chance  or  contingency.  It  was 
inevitable  ;  it  was  necefiary ;  it  was  planted  in  the 
nature  of  things.  They  muft  join  (if  their  capa- 
city did  not  permit  them  to  lead}  in  any  project 
which  could  procure  to  them  a  litigious  conjiitution ; 
which  could  lay  open  to  them  thofe  innumerable 
lucrative  jobs  which  follow  in  the  train  of  all  great 
convulfions  and  revolutions  in  the  ftate,  and  par- 
ticularly in  all  great  and  violent  permutations  of 
property.  Was  it  to  be  expected  that  they  would 

attend 
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attend  to  the  {lability  of  property,  whbfe  exiftence 
had  always  depended  upon  whatever  rendered 
property  queftionabie,  ambiguous,  and  infecure  ? 
Their  objects  would  be  enlarged  with  their  eleva- 
tion, but  their  difpoiition  and  habitSj  and  mode 
of  accomplilhing  their  defigns,  rnuft  remain  the 
lame. 

Well !  but  thefe  men  were  to  be  tempered  and 
reftramed  by  other  defcriptions,  of  more  fober 
minds,  and  more  enlarged  underftandings.  Were 
they  then  to  be  awed  by  the  fuper-eminent  autho- 
rity and  awful  dignity  of  an  handful  of  country- 
clowns  who  have  feats  in  that  affembly,  fome  of 
whom  are  faid  not  to  be  able  to  read  and  write  ? 
and  by  not  a  greater  number  of  traders,  who, 
though  fomewhat  more  inftrufted,  and  more  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  order  of  fociety,  had  never  known 
any  thing  beyond  their  counting-houfe  ?  No  1 
both  thefe  defcriptions  were  more  formed  to  be 
overborne  and  fwayed  by  the  intrigues  and  arti- 
lices  of  lawyers,  than  to  become  their  counter- 
poife.  With  fuch  a  dangerous  difproportion,  the 
whole  muft  needs  be  governed  by  them.  To  the 
faculty  of  law  was  joined  a  pretty  coniiderable  pro- 
portion of  the  faculty  of  medicine.  This  faculty 
had  not,  any  more  than  that  of  the  law,  pofTeffed 
in  France  its  juft  eftimation*  Its  profefTors  there- 
fore muft  have  the  qualities  of  men  not  habituated 
to  fentiments  of  dignity.  But  fuppofmg  they  had 
Vor .  V.  L  ranked 
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ranked  as  they  ought  to  do,  and  as  with  us  they 
do  actually,  the  fides  of  fickbeds  are  not  the  aca- 
demies for  forming  ftatefmen  and  legiflators.  Then 
eame  the  dealers  in  ftocks  and  funds,  who  muft 
be  eager,  at  any  expence,  to  change  their  ideal 
paper  wealth  for  the  more  folid  fubftance  of  land. 
To  thefe  were  joined  men  of  other  defcriptions, 
from  whom  as  little  knowledge  of  or  attention  to 
the  interefts  of  a  great  ftate  was  to  be  expected, 
and  as  little  regard  to  the  liability  of  any  inftitu- 
tion;  men  formed  to  be  instruments  not  controls. 
Such  in  general  was  the  competition  of  the  Tiers- 
Etat  in  the  national  afTembly ;  in  which  was  fcarcely 
to  be  perceived  the  flighted  traces  of  what  we  call 
the  natural  landed  intereft  of  the  country. 

We  know  that  the  Britifti  houfe  of  commons, 
without  {hutting  its  doors  to  any  merit  in  any 
elafs,  is,  by  the  fure  operation  of  adequate  caufes, 
filled  with  every  thing  illuftrious  in  rank,  in  de- 
fcent,  in  hereditary  and  in  acquired  opulence,  in 
cultivated  talents,  in  military,  civil,  naval  and  po- 
litick diftincHon,  that  the  country  can  afford.  But 
fuppofing,  what  hardly  can  be  fuppofed  as  a  cafe, 
that  the  houfe  of  commons  mould  be  compofed  in 
the  fame  manner  with  the  Tiers  Etat  in  France, 
would  this  dominion  of  chicane  be  borne  with  pa- 
tience, or  even  conceived  without  horror  ?  God 
forbid  I  mould  infmuate  any  thing  derogatory  to- 
that  profeffion,  which  is  another  prieilhood,  ad- 

nainiftering 
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miniftering  the  rites  of  facred  juftice.  But  whilft 
I  revere  men  in  the  functions  which  belong  to 
them,  and  would  do,  as  much  as  one  man  can  do, 
to  prevent  their  exclufion  from  any,  I  cannot,  to 
flatter  them,  give  the  lie  to  nature.  They  are 
,good  and  ufeful  in  the  compofition ;  they  muft  be 
mifchievous  if  they  preponderate  fo  as  -virtually  to 
become  the  whole.  Their  very  excellence  in  their 
.peculiar  functions  may  be  far  from  a  qualification 
for  others.  It  cannot  efcape  obfervation,  that 
when  men  are  too  much  confined  to  profeffional 
and  faculty  habits,  and,  as  it  were,  inveterate  ia 
the  recurrent  employment  of  that  narrow  circle, 
they  are  rather  difabled  than  qualified  for  what- 
ever depends  on  the  knowledge  of  mankind,  on 
experience  in  mixed  affairs,  on  a  comprehenfive 
connected  view  of  the  various  complicated  exter- 
nal and  internal  interefts  which  go  to  the  forma- 
tion of  that  multifarious  thing  called  a  ftate. 

After  all,  if  the  houfe  of  commons  were  to  have 
an  wholly  profeflional  and  faculty  compofition, 
"what  is  the  power  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  cir- 
cumfcribed  and  fhut  in  by  the  immoveable  bar- 
riers of  laws,  ufages,  pofitive  rules  of  doctrine  and 
practice,  counterpoized  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  and 
every  moment  of  its  exiftence  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  crown  to  continue,  prorogue,  or  dhTolve  us  ? 
The  power  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  direct  or  in- 
direct, is  indeed  great ;  and  long  may  it  be  able 
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to  prcferve  its  great nefs,  and  the  fpirit  belonging 
to  true  greatncfs,  at  the  full ;  and  it  will  do  fo,  as 
long  as  it  can  keep  the  breakers  of  law  in  India 
from  becoming  the  makers  of  law  for  England. 
The  power,  however,  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
when  leaft  dhrnniihed,  is  as  a  drop  of  water  in 
the  ocean,  compared  to  that  refiding  in  a  fettled 
majority  of  your  national  afTembly.  That  affem- 
bly,  fince  the  deftruction  of  the  orders,  has  no  fun- 
damental law,  no  ftrict  convention,  no  refpected 
ufage  to  reftrain  it.^  Inftead  of  finding  themfelves 
obliged  to  conform  to  a  fixed  conftitution,  they 
have  a  power  to  make  a  conftitution  which  mall 
conform  to  their  defigns.  Nothing  in  heaven  or 
upon  earth  can  ferve  as  a  controul  on  them.  What 
ought  to  be  the  heads,  the  hearts,  the  difpoiitions, 
that  are  qualified,  or  that  dare,  not  only  to  make 
laws  under  a  fixed  conftitution,  but  at  one  heat  to 
ftrike  out  a  totally  new  conftitution  for  a  great 
kingdom,  and  in  every  part  of  it,  from  the  mo- 
narch on  the  throne  to  the  veftry  of  a  parifli? 
But — "fools  rujh  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread" 
In  fuch  a  ftate  of  unbounded  power,  for  undefined 
and  undefmable  purpofes,  the  evil  of  a  moral  and 
almoft  phyfical  inaptitude  of  the  man  to  the  func- 
tion muft  be  the  greateft  we  can  conceive  to  hap- 
pen in  the  management  of  human  affairs. 

Having  confidered  the  compofition  of  the  third 
eftate  as  it  ftood  in  its  original  frame,  I  took  a 

view 
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view  of  the  reprefentatives  6f  the  clergy.  There 
too  it  appeared,  that  full  as  little  regard  was  had 
to  the  general  fecurity  of  property,  or  to  the  apti- 
tude of  the  deputies  for  their  publick  purpofes,  in 
the  principles  of  their  election.  That  election  was 
fo  .contrived  as  to  fend  a  very  large  proportion 
of  mere  country  curates  to  the  great  and  arduous 
work  of  new-modelling  a  ftate ;  men  who  never 
had  feen  the  ftate  fo  much  as  in  a  picture ;  men 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  world  beyond  the 
bounds  of  an  obfcure  village  ;  who,  immerfed  in 
hopelefs  poverty,  could  regard  all  property,  whe- 
ther fecular  or  eccleiiaftical,  with  no  other  eye 
than  that  of  envy ;  among  whom  muft  be  many, 
who,  for  the  fmalleft  hope  of  the  meaneft  dividend 
in  plunder,  would  readily  join  in  any  attempts 
upon  a  body  of  wealth,  in  which  they  could 
hardly  look  to  have  any  {hare,  except  in  a  general 
fcramble.  Inftead  of  balancing  the  power  of  the 
active  chicaners  in  the  other  affembly,  thefe  cu- 
rates muft  neceffarlly  become  the  active  coadju- 
tors, or  at  beft  the  paffive  inftruments  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  had  been  habitually  guided  in  their 
petty  village  concerns.  They  too  could  hardly 
be  the  rnoft  confcientious  of  their  kind,  who,  pre- 
fuming  upon  their  incompetent  underftanding, 
could  intrigue  for  a  truft  which  led  them  from 
their  natural  relation  to  their  flocks,  and  their  na- 
tural fpheres  of  action,  to  undertake  the  regenera- 
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tion  of  kingdoms.  This  preponderating  weight 
being  added  to  the  force  of  the  body  of  chicane 
in  the  Tiers  Etat,  compleated  that  momentum  of 
ignorance,  rafhnefs,  prefumption,  and  luft  of  plun- 
der, which  nothing  has  been  able  to  refift. 

To  obferving  men  it  muft  have  appeared  from 
the  beginning,  that  the  majority  of  the  Third 
Eftate,  in  conjunction  with  fuch  a  deputation  from 
the  clergy  as  I  have  defcribed,  whilft  it  purfued 
the  deftruction  of  the  nobility,  would  inevitably 
become  fubfervient  to.  the  worft  deftgns  of  indi- 
viduals in  that  clafs.  In  the  fpoil  and  humiliation 
of  their  own  order  thefe  individuals  would  poffefs 
a  fure  fund  for  the  pay  of  their  new  followers. 
To  fquander  away  the  objects  which  made  the 
happinefs  of  their  fellows,  would  be  to  them  no 
facrifice  at  all.  Turbulent,  difcontented  men  of 
quality,  in  proportion  as  they  are  puffed  up  with 
perfonal  pride  and  arrogance,  generally  defpife 
their  own  order.  One  of  the  firft  fymptoms  they 
difcover  of  a  felfifh  and  mifchievous  ambition,  is 
a  profligate  difregard  of  a  dignity  which  they  par- 
take with  others.  To  be  attached  to  the  fubdi- 
vilion,  to  love  the  little  platoon  we  belong  to  in 
fociety,  is  the  firft  principle  (the  germ  as  it  were) 
of  publick  affections.  It  is  the  firft  link  in  the  feries 
by  which  we  proceed  towards  a  love  to  our  coun- 
try and  to  mankind.  The  interefts  of  that  por- 
tion of  fccial  arrangement  is  a  truft  in  the  hands 

of 
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of  all  thofe  who  compofe  it ;  and  as  none  but  bad 
men  would  juftify  it  in  abufe,  none  but  traitors 
would  barter  it  away  for  their  own  perfonal  ad- 
vantage. 

There  were,  in  the  time  of  our  civil  troubles  ifi 
England  (I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  any 
fuch  in  your  aflembly  in  France)  feveral  perfons, 
like  the  then  earl  of  Holland,  who  by  themfelves 
or  their  families  had  brought  an  odium  on  the 
throne,  by  the  prodigal  difpenfation  of  its  boun- 
ties towards  them,  who  afterwards  joined  in  the 
rebellions  arifing  from  the  difcontents  of  which 
they  were  themfelves  the  caufe  ;  men  who  helped 
to  fubvert  that  throne  to  which  they  owed,  fome 
of  them,  their  exiftence,  others  all  that  power 
which  they  employed  to  ruin  their  benefactor. 
If  any  bounds  are  fet  to  the  rapacious  demands  of 
that  fort  of  people,  or  that  others  are  permitted  to 
partake  in  the  objects  they  would  engrofs,  revenge 
and  envy  foon  fill  up  the  craving  void  that  is  left 
in  their  avarice.  Confounded  by  the  complica- 
tion of  diftempered  pafiions,  their  reafon  is  dif- 
turbed;  their  views  become  vaft  and  perplexed; 
to  others  inexplicable;  to  themfelves  uncertain. 
They  find,  on  all  fides,  bounds  to  their,  unprin- 
cipled ambition  in  any  fixed  order  of  things.  But 
in  the  fog  and  haze  of  confufion  all  is  enlarged, 
and  appears  without  any  limit. 
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When  men  of  rank  facrificc  all  ideas  of  dignity 
to  an  ambition  without  a  diftinct  object,  and  work 
with  low  initruments  and  for  low  ends,  the  whole 
compoiition  becomes  low  and  bafe.  Does  not 
fomething  like  this  now  appear  in  France  ?  Does 
it  not  produce  fomething  ignoble  and  inglorious  ? 
a  kind  of  meannefs  in  all  the  prevalent  policy  ?  a 
tendency  in  all  that  is  done  to  lower  along  with 
individuals  all  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the 
ftate?  Other  revolutions  have  been  conducted  by 
perfons,  who  whilft  they  attempted  or  effected 
changes  in  the  commonwealth,  fanctified  their  anir 
bition  by  advancing  the  dignity  of  the  people 
whofe  peace  they  troubled.  They  had  long'views. 
They  aimed  at  the  rule,  not  at  the  deftruction  of 
their  country.  They  were  men  of  great  civil,  and 
great  military  talents,  and  if  the  terror,  the  orna-r 
ment  of  their  age.  They  were  not  like  Jew  bro- 
kers contending  with  each  other  who  could  beft 
remedy  with  fraudulent  circulation  and  depre- 
ciated paper  the  wretchednefs  and  ruin  brought 
on  their  country  by  their  degenerate  councils. 
The  compliment  made  to  one  of  the  great  bad 
men  of  the  old  flamp  (Cromwell)  by  his  kinfman, 
a  favourite  poet  of  that  time,  {hews  what  it  was 
he  propofed,  and  what  indeed  to  a  great  degree 
&e  accomplifhed  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  ambition  : 

«'  Still 
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**  S//7/  as  you  r//?>,  the  Rztc^  exalted  too, 

*<  Finds  no  dijhmpcr  ivbift  'tis  cbang'd  by  you; 

"  Changed  like  the  world's  great  fccnc^  ivbeu  . 

"  noife 
*'  The  rifmgfun  ?2?g.bt's  vulgar  lights 


Thefe  difturbers  were  not  fo  much  like  men 
ufurping  power,-  as  aflerting  their  natural  place  in 
fociety,  Their  rifing  was  to  illuminate  and  beau* 
tify  the  world.  Their  conqueft  over  their  com- 
petitors was  by  outmining  them.  The  hand  that, 
like  a  deftroying  angel,  fmote  the  country,  com-? 
municated  to  it  the  force  and  energy  under  which. 
it  fufFered.  I  do  not  fay  (God  forbid)  I  do  not 
fay,  that  the  virtues  of  fuch  men  were  to  be  taken 
as  a  balance  to  their  crimes  ;  but  they  were  fome 
corrective  to  their  effects.  Such  was,  as  I  faid, 
our  Cromwell.  Such  were  your  whole  race  of 
Guifes,  Condes,  and  Colignis.  Such  the  Rich.- 
lieus,  who  in  more  quiet  times  acted  in  the  fpirit 
of  a  civil  war.  Such,  as  better  men,  and  in  a  lefs 
(dubious  caufe,  were  your  Henry  the  Fourth  and 
your  Sully,  though  nurfed  in  civil  confuiions,  and 
not  wholly  without  fome  of  their  taint.  It  is  a 
thing  to  be  wondered  at,  to  fee  how  very  foon 
France,  when  me  had  a  moment  to  refpire,  re- 
covered and  emerged  from  the  longeft  and  mofl 
dreadful  civil  war  that  ever  was  known  in  any  na- 
Why  ?  Becaufe,  among  all  their  mailacres, 

they 
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they  had  not  flam  the  mind  in  their  country. 
A  conicious  dignity,  a  noble  pride,  a  generous 
f'cnfe  of  glory  and  emulation,  was  not  extinguifh- 
ed.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  kindled  and  inflam- 
ed. The  organs  alto  of  the  ftate,  however  fliat- 
tered,  exifted.  All  the  prizes  of  honour  and  vir- 
tue, all  the  rewards,  all  the  diftinctions,  remained. 
But  your  preient  confufion,  like  a  palfy,  has  at- 
tacked the  fountain  of  life  itfelf.  Every  perfon  in 
your  country,  in  a  iituation  to  be  actuated  by  a 
principle  of  honour,  is  difgraced  and  degraded, 
and  can  entertain  no  fenfation  of  life,  except  in  a 
mortified  and  humiliated  indignation.  But  this 
generation  will  quickly  pafs  away.  The  next  ge- 
neration of  the  nobility  will  refemble  the  artificers 
and  clowns,  and  money-jobbers,  ufurers,  and  Jews, 
who  will  be  always  their  fellows,  fometimes  their 
mailers.  Believe  me,  Sir,  thofe  who  attempt  to 
level,  never  equalize.  In  all  focieties,  confuting 
of  various  defcriptions  of  citizens,  fome  defcrip- 
tion  muft  be  uppermoft.  The  levellers  therefore 
only  change  and  pervert  the  natural  order  of 
things  ;  they  load  the  edifice  of  fociety,  by  fetting 
up  in  the  air  what  the  folidity  of  the  uru&ure  re- 
quires to  be  on  the  ground.  The  aflbciations  of 
taylors  and  carpenters,  of  which  the  republick  (of 
Paris,  for  inftance)  is  compofed,  cannot  be  equal 
to  the  fituation,  into  which,  by  the  worft  of  ufur- 
pations,  an  ufurpation  on  the  prerogatives  of  na- 
ture, you  attempt  to  force  them. 
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The  chancellor  of  France  at  the  opening  of  the 
flates,  {aid,  in  a  tone  of  oratorial  fiourilh,  that  all 
occupations  were  honourable.  If  he  meant  only, 
that  no  honeft  employment  was  difgraceful,  he 
would  not  have  gone  beyond  the  truth.  But  in 
aflerting,  that  any  thing  is  honourable,  we  imply1 
fome  diftinction  in  its  favour.  The  occupation  of 
an  hair-dreffer,  or  of  a  working  tallow-chandler, 
cannot  be  a  matter  of  honour  to  any  perfon — to 
fay  nothing  of  a  number  of  other  more  fervile 
employments.  Such  defcriptions  of  men  ought 
not  to  fuffer  oppreflion  from  the  ftate ;  but  the 
ftate  fuffers  oppreflion,  if  fuch  as  they,  either  indi- 
vidually or  collectively,  are  permitted  to  rule.  In 
this  you  think  you  are  combating  prejudice,  but 
you  are  at  war  with  nature.* 

I  do 

*  Ecclefiafticus,  chap,  xxxviii.  verfe  24,  25.  "  The  wifdom. 
**  of  a  learned  man  cometh  by  opportunity  of  leifure :  and  he 
*'  that  hath  little  bufmefs  {hall  become  wife." — '*  How  can  he 
*'  get  wifdom  that  holdeth  the  plough,  and  that  glorieth  in  the 
"  goad ;  that  driveth  oxen ;  and  is  occupied  in  their  labours ; 
"  and  whofe  talk  is  of  bullocks  ?" 

Ver.  27.  "  So  every  carpenter  and  work-mafter  that  laboureth 
"  night  and  day,"  &c. 

Ver.  33.  '<  They  {hall  not  be  fought  for  in  publick  counfei, 
"  nor  fit  high  in  the  congregation :  they  {hall  not  lit  on  the  judges 
**  feat,  nor  underftand  the  fentence  of  judgment:  they  cannot 
*'  declare  juftice  and  judgment,  and  they  fliall  not  be  found 
"  where  parables  are  fpoken." 

Ver.  34.  "  But  they  will  maintain  the  ftate  of  the  world." 

Ido 
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1  do  not,  my  dear  Sir,  conceive  you  to  be  of 
that  fophiftical  captious  ipirit,  or  of  that  uncandid 
dulnels,  as  to  require,  for  every  general  obfcrva- 
tion  or  fentiment,  an  explicit  detail  of  the  correc- 
tives and  exceptions,  which  reaibn  will  prefume 
to  be  included  in  all  the  general  proportions  which 
come  from  reafonable  men.  You  do  not  imagine, 
that  I  wifh  to  confine  power,  authority,  and  dif- 
tinction  to  blood,  and  names,  and  titles.  No,  Sir. 
There  is  no  qualification  for  government  but  vir- 
tue and  wifdorn,  actual  or  prefumptive.  ••  Where- 
ever  they  are  actually  found,  they  have,,  in  what- 
ever ftate,  condition,  profeflion  or  trade,  the  paiT- 
port  of  Heaven  to  human  place  and  honour.  Woe 
to  the  country  which  would  madly  and  impiouily 
reject  the  fervice  of  the  talents  and  virtues,  civil, 
military,  or  religious,  that  are  given  to  grace  and 
to  ferve  it  j  and  would  condemn  to  obfcurity  every 
thing  formed  to  difFufe  luftre  and  glory  around  a 
,  ftate.  Woe  to  that  country  too,  that  paffing  into 
the  oppofite  extreme,  confiders  a  low  education,  a 
mean  contracted  view  of  things,  a  fordid,  merce- 
nary occupation,  as  a  preferable  title  to  command. 
Every  thing  ought  to  be  open  ;  but  not  indiffe- 
rently to  every  man.  No  rotation ;  no  appoint- 

I  do  not  determine  whether  this  book  be  canonical,  as  the 
Galilean  church  (till  lately)  has  coniidered  it,  or  apocryphal,  as 
here  it  is  taken.  I  am  fure  it  contains  a  great  deal  of  fenfe,  and 
truth. 

ment 
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merit  by  lot ;  no  mode  of  election  operating  in 
the  fpirit  of  fortition  or  rotation,  can  be  gene- 
rally good  in  a  government  converfant  in  exten- 
iive  objects.  Becaufe  they  have  no  tendency,  di- 
rect or  indirect,  to  felect  the  man  with  a  view  to 
the  duty,  or  to  accommodate  the  one  to  the  other. 
I  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  the  road  to  eminence 
and  power,  from  obfcure  condition,  ought  not  to 
be  made  too  eafy,  nor  a  thing  too  much  of  courfe. 
If  rare  merit  be  the  rareft  of  all  rare  things,  it 
ought  to  pafs  through  fome  fort  of  probation. 
The  temple  of  honour  ought  to  be  feated  on  an 
eminence.  If  it  be  opened  through  virtue,  let  it 
be  remembered  too,  that  virtue  is  never  tried  but 
by  fome  difficulty,  and  fome  ftruggle. 

Nothing  is  a  clue  and  adequate  reprefentation 
of  a  ftate,  that  does  not  reprefent  its  ability,  as 
well  as  its  property.  But  as  ability  is  a  vigorous 
and  active  principle,  and  as  property  is  fluggifh, 
inert  and  timid,  it  never  can  be  fafe  from  the  in^ 
vafions  of  ability,  unlefs  it  be,  out  of  all  propor- 
tion, predominant  in  the  reprefentation.  It  muft 
be  reprefented  too  in  great  mafles  of  accumulation, 
or  it  is  not  rightly  protected.  The  characteriftick 
eflence  of  property,  formed  out  of  the  combined 
principles  of  its  acquifition  and  confervation,  is  to 
be  unequal.  The  great  malfes  therefore  which  ex- 
cite envy,  and  tempt  rapacity,  muft  be  put  out  of 
the  poflibility  of  danger,  TJien  they  form  a  naturaj^ 

rampart 
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rampart  about  the  IcfTer  properties  in  all  their  gra> 
Nations.  The  fame  quantity  of  property,  which  is 
by  the  natural  courfe  of  things  divided  among 
many,  has  not  the  fame  operation.  Its  defenfive 
power  is  weakened  as  it  is  diffufed.  In  this  diffu- 
fion  each  man's  portion  is  lefs  than  what,  in  the 
eagernefs  of  his  defires,  he  may  flatter  himfelf  to 
obtain  by  diffipating  the  accumulations  of  others. 
The  plunder  of  the  few  would  indeed  give  but  a. 
fliare  inconceivably  fmall  in  the  diftribution  to  the 
many.  But  the  many  are  not  capable  of  making 
this  calculation  ;  and  thofe  who  lead  them  to  ra- 
pine, never  intend  this  diftribution. 

The  power  of  perpetuating  our  property  in  our 
families  is  one  of  the  moil  valuable  and  interefting 
circumftances  belonging  to  it,  and  that  which  tends 
the  mod  to  the  perpetuation  of  fociety  itfelf.  It 
makes  our  weaknefs  fubfervient  to  our  virtue  ;  it 
grafts  benevolence  even  upon  avarice.  The  pof« 
-feffors  of  family  wealth,  and  of  the  diftinction 
'which  attends  hereditary  poffeffion  (as  moft  con- 
cerned in  it)  are  the  natural  fecurities  for  this 
tranfmiilion.  With  us,  the  houfe  of  peers  is  formed 
upon  this  principle.  It  is  wholly  compofed  of  he- 
Teditary  property  and  hereditary  diftinclion  ;  and 
made  therefore  the  third  of  the  legislature ;  and 
in  the  laft  event,  the  fole  judge  of  all  property  in 
all  its  fubdivifions.  The  houfe  of  commons  too, 
•though  not  necefiarily,  yet  in  fad,  is  always  fb 
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ccmpofed  in  the  far  greater  part.  Let  thofe  large 
proprietors  be  what  they  will,  and  they  have  their 
chance  of  being  amongft  the  beft,  they  are  at  the 
very  worft,  the  ballaft  in  the  vefTel  of  the  com- 
monwealth. For  though  hereditary  wealth,  and 
the  rank  which  goes  with  it,  are  too  much  ido- 
lized by  creeping  fycophants,  and  the  blind  abjecl: 
admirers  of  power,  they  are  too  raflily  flighted  in 
(hallow  fpeculations  of  the  petulant,  affuming, 
fhort-iighted  coxcombs  of  philofophy.  Some  de- 
cent regulated  pre-eminence,  fome  preference  (not 
excluftve  appropriation)  given  to  birth,  is  neither 
unnatural,  nor  unjufl,  nor  impolitick. 

It  is  faid,  that  twenty-four  millions  ought  to 
prevail  over  two  hundred  thoufand.  True  ;  if  the 
conftitution  of  a  kingdom  be  a  problem  of  arith- 
metick.  This  fort  of  difcourfe  does  well  enough 
with  the  lamp-poft  for  its  fecond:  to  men  who 
may  reafon  calmly,  it  is  ridiculous.  The  will  of 
the  many,  and  their  intereft,  muft  very  often  dif- 
fer ;  and  great  will  be  the  difference  when  they 
make  an  evil  choice.  A  government  of  live  hun- 
dred country  attornies  and  obfcure  curates  is  not 
good  for  twenty-four  millions  of  men,  though  it 
were  chofen  by  eight  and  forty  millions ;  nor  is  it 
the  better  for  being  guided  by  a  dozen  of  perfons 
of  quality,  who  have  betrayed  their  truft  in  order 
to  obtain  that  power.  At  prefent,  you  feem  in 
every  thing  to  have  flrayed  out  of  the  high-road 
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of  nature.  The  property  of  France  does  not  ga* 
vern  it.  Of  courfe  property  is  deftroyed,  and  ra- 
tional liberty  has  no  exiftence.  All  you  have  got 
for  die  prefent  is  a  paper  circulation,  and  a  ftock- 
jobbing  conftitution  :  and  as  to  the  future,  do  you 
ferioufly  think  that  the  territory  of  France,  upon 
the  republican  fyftem  of  eighty-three  independent 
municipalities  (to  fay  nothing  of  the  part.s  that 
compofe  them)  can  ever  be  governed  as  one  body^ 
or  can  ever  be  fet  in  motion  by  the  impulfe  of 
one  mind  ?  When  the  national  afTembly  has  com- 
pleted its  work,  it  will  have  accompliftied  its  ruin. 
Thefe  commonwealths  will  not  long  bear  a  ftatc 
of  fubjection  to  the  republick  of  Paris.  They  will 
not  bear  that  this  one  body  mould  monopolize  the 
captivity  of  the  king,  and  the  dominion  over  the 
affembly  calling  itfelf  national.  Each  will  keep  its 
own  portion  of  the  fpoil  of  the  church  to  itfelf  ? 
and  it  will  not  fuffer  either  that  fpoil,  or  the  more 
juft  fruits  of  their  induftry,  or  the  natural  produce 
of  their  foil,  to  be  fent  to  fwell  the  infolence,  or 
pamper  the  luxury  of  the  mechanics  of  Paris.  In 
this  they  will  fee  none  of  the  equality,  under  the 
pretence  of  which  they  have  been  tempted  to  throw 
off  their  allegiance  to  their  fovereign,  as  well  as 
the  antient  conftitution  of  their  country.  There 
can  be  no  capital  city  in  fuch  a  conftitution  as  they 
have  lately  made.  They  have  forgot,  that  when 
they  framed  cjemocratick  governments,  they  had 
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virtually  difmembered  their  country.  The  perfon 
whom  they  perfevere  in  calling  king,  has  not 
power  left  to  him  by  the  hundredth  part  fuffi- 
cient  to  hold  together  this  collection  of  republicks- 
The  republick  of  Paris  will  endeavour  indeed  to 
compleat  the  debauchery  of  the  army,  and  illegally 
to  perpetuate  the  afiembly,  without  refort  to  its 
conftituents,  as  the  means  of  continuing  its  defpo- 
tifm.  It  will  make  efforts,  by  becoming  the  heart 
of  a  boundlefs  paper  circulation,  to  draw  every 
thing  to  itfelf;  but  inj.vain.  All  this  policy  in 
the  end  will  appear  as  feeble  as  it  is  now  violent. 

If  this  be  your  actual  lituation,  compared  to  the 
fituation  to  which  you  were  called,  as  it  were  by 
the  voice  of  God  and  man,  I  cannot  find  it  in  my 
heart  to  congratulate  you  on  the  choice  you  have 
made,  or  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  your  en- 
deavours. I  can  as  little  recommend  to  any  other 
nation  a  conduct  grounded  on  fuch  principles,  and 
productive  of  fuch  effects.  That  I  muft  leave  to 
thofe  who  can  fee  further  into  your  affairs  than  I 
am  able  to  do,  and  who  beft  know  how  far  your 
actions  are  favourable  to  their  defigns.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  the  revolution  fociety,  who  were  fo  early 
in  their  congratulations,  appear  to  be  ftrongly  of 
opinion  that  there  is  fome  fcheme  of  politicks  rela- 
tive to  this  country,  in  which  your  proceedings 
may,  in  fome  way,  be  ufeful.  For  your  Dr.  Price, 
who  feems  to  have  fpeculated  himfelf  into  no  fmall 
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degree  of  fervour  upon  this  fubjecT:,  addrefies 
his  auditors  in  the '  following  very  remarkable 
words :  "  I  cannot  conclude  without  recalling  par- 
"  ticularly  to  your  recollection  a  confideration 
"  which  I  have  more  than  once  alluded  to,  and  which 
"  probably  your  thoughts  have  been  all  along  anti- 
"  cipating;  a  confideration  with  which  my  mind  is 
"  impreffed  more  than  I  can  exprefs.  I  mean  the  con- 
"  fideration  of  the  favourablenefs  of  the  prefent 
"  times  to  all  exertions  in  the  caitfe  of  liberty.'" 

It  is  plain  that  the  mind  of  this  political  preacher 
was  at  the  time  big  with  fome  extraordinary  de- 
fign  ;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that  the  thoughts  of 
his  audience,  who  underftood  him  better  than  I 
do,  did  all  along  run  before  him  in  his  reflection, 
and  in  the  whole  train  of  confequences  to  which 
it  led. 

Before  I  read  that  fermon,  I  really  thought  I 
had  lived  in  a  free  country  ;  and  it  was  an  error 
I  cherifhed,  becaufe  it  gave  me  a  greater  liking  to 
the  country  I  lived  in.  I  was  indeed  aware,  that 
a  jealous,  ever-waking  vigilance,  to  guard  the  trea- 
fure  of  our  liberty,  not  only  from  invafion,  but 
from  decay  and  corruption,  was  our  beft  wifdom 
and  our  firft  duty.  However,  I  confidered  that 
treafure  rather  as  a  pofleffion  to  be  fecured  than  as 
a  prize  to  be  contended  for.  I  did  not  difcern 
how  the  prefent  time  came  to  be  fo  very  favour- 
able to  all  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  freedom.  The 
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prefent  time  differs  from  any  other  only  by  the 
circumftance  of  what  is  doing  in  France.     If  the 
example  of  that  nation  i^  to  have  an  influence  on 
this,  I  can  eafily  conceive  why  fome  of  their  pro- 
ceedings which  have  an  unpleafant  afpect,  and  are 
not  quite  reconcileable  to  humanity,  generofity^ 
good  faith,  and  juftice,  are  palliated  with  fo  much 
milky  good-nature  towards  the  actors,  and  borne 
with  fo  much  heroick  fortitude  towards  the  fuf- 
ferers.     It  is  certainly  not  prudent  to  difcredit  the 
authority  of  an  example  we  mean  to  follow.   But 
allowing  this,  we  are  led  to  a  very  natural  quef- 
tion; — What  is  that  caufe  of  liberty,  and  what  are 
thofe  exertions  in  its  favour,  to  which  the  example 
of  France  is  fo  lingularly  aufpicious?  Is  our  mo- 
narchy to  be  annihilated,  with  all  the  laws,  all  the 
tribunals,  and  all  the  antient  corporations  of  the 
kingdom  ?  Is  every  land-mark  of  the  country  to 
be  done  away  in  favour  of  a  geometrical  and  arith- 
metical conftitution  ?  Is  the  houfe  of  lords  to  be 
voted  ufelefs?  Is  epifcopacy  to  be  abolifhed?  Are 
the  church-lands  to  be  fold  to  Jews  and  jobbers  ; 
or  given  to  bribe  new-invented  municipal  repub- 
lickslnto  a  participation  in  facrilege  ?  Are  all  the 
taxes  to  be  voted  grievances,  and  the  revenue  re- 
duced to  a  patriotick  contribution,  or  patriotick 
prefents  ?  Are  filver  fhoe-buckles  to  be  fubftituted 
in  the  place  of  the  land  tax  and  the  malt  tax,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  naval  ftrength  of  this  kingdom  ? 
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Are  all  orders,  ranks,  and  diftinctions  to  be  con- 
founded, that  out  of  univerfal  anarchy,  joined  to 
national  bankruptcy,  three  or  four  thoufand  de- 
mocracies mould  be  formed  into  eighty-three,  and 
that  they  may  all,  by  fome  fort  of  unknown  at- 
tractive power,  be  organized  into  one  ?  For  this 
great  end,  is  the  army  to  be  feduced  from  its  dif- 
cipline  and  its  fidelity,  firft  by  every  kind  of  de- 
bauchery, and  then  by  the  terrible  precedent  of  a 
donative  in  the  encreafe  of  pay  ?  Are  the  curates 
to  be  feduced  from  their  bifhops,  by  holding  out 
to  them  the  delufive  hope  of  a  dole  out  of  the 
fpoils  of  their  own  order  ?  Are  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don to  be  drawn  from  their  allegiance,  by  feeding 
them  at  the  expence  of  their  fellow-fubjects  ?  Is  a 
compulfory  paper  currency  to  be  fubftituted  in 
the  place  of  the  legal  coin  of  this  kingdom  ?  Is 
what  remains  of  the  plundered  ftock  of  pub- 
lick  revenue  to  be  employed  in  the  wild  project  of 
maintaining  two  armies  to  watch  over  and  to 
fight  with  each  other  ?  If  thefe  are  the  ends  and 
means  of  the  revolution  fociety,  I  admit  they  are 
well  afforted ,;  and  France  may  furnilh  them  for 
both  with  precedents  in  point. 

I  fee  that  your  example  is  held  out  to  fhame  us. 
I  know  that  we  are  fuppofed  a  dull  fluggifh  race, 
rendered  paflive  by  finding  our  fituation  tolerable; 
and  prevented  by  a  mediocrity  of  freedom  from 
ever  attaining  to  its  full  perfection.  Your  leaders 
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in  France   began  by  affecting  to  admire,  almoft 
to  adore,  the  Britifh  conftitution  ;   but  as  they  ad- 
vanced, they  came  to  look  upon  it  with  a  fove- 
reign  contempt.     The  friends  of  your  national  af- 
fembly  amongft  us  have  full  as  mean  an  opinion 
of  what  was  formerly  thought  the  glory  of  their 
country.     The  revolution  fociety  has  difcovered 
that  the  Englifli  nation  is  not  free.    They  are  con- 
vinced that  the  inequality  in  our  reprefentation  is 
a  "  defect  in   our  conftitution  fo  grofs  and  pal- 
"  pable,  as  to  make  it  excellent  chiefly  in  form  and 
"  theory.*"     That  a  reprefentation  in  the  legifla- 
ture  of  a  kingdom  is  not  only  the  bafis  of  all  con- 
ftitutional  liberty  in  it,  but  of  "  all  legitimate  go- 
"  vernment;  that  without  it  a  government  is  no- 
"  thing  but  an  nfurpation  ;" — that  "  when  the  re- 
"  prefentation  is  partial,  the  kingdom  poffeffes  li- 
"  berty  only  partially;    and  if  extremely  partial, 
"  it  gives  only  a  femblance ;  and  if  not  only  ex- 
"  tremely  partial,  but   corruptly  chofen,   it  be- 
"  comes  a  nuifance."     Dr.  Price  confiders  this  ina- 
dequacy of  reprefentation  as  our  fundamental  griev- 
ance; and  though,  as  to  the  corruption  of  this 
femblance  of  reprefentation,  he  hopes  it  is  not  yet 
arrived  to  its  full  perfection  of  depravity ;  he  fears 
that  "  nothing  will  be  done  towards  gaining  for 
"  us  this  effential  bkjjlng^  until  fome  great  abufe  of 

*  Difcourfe  on  the  Love  of  our  Country,  3d  edit.  p.  39. 
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"  power  again  provokes  our  refentment,  or  fome 
"  great  calamity  again  alarms  our  fears,  or  perhaps 
"  till  the  acquifition  of  a  pure  and  equal  reprefenta- 
"  ilon  by  other  countries,  whilft  we  are  ?nockcd  with 
"  the  foadow^  kindles  our  fhame."  To  this  he 
fubjoins  a  note  in  thefe  words.  "  A  reprefenta- 
"  tion,  chofen  chiefly  by  the  treafury,  and  a  few 
'*  thousands  of  the  dregs  of  the  people,  who  are 
"  generally  paid  for  their  votes." 

You  will  finite  here  at  the  confiftency  of  thofe 
democratifts,  who,  when  they  are  not  on  their 
guard,  treat  the  humbler  part  of  the  community 
with  the  greateft  contempt,  whilft,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  pretend  to  make  them  the  depolitories 
of  all  power.  It  would  require  a  long  difcourfe 
to  point  out  to  you  the  many  fallacies  that  lurk  in 
the  generality  and  equivocal  nature  of  the  terms 
"  inadequate  reprefentatiori."  I  fhall  only  fay 
here,  in  juftice  to  th^t  old-fa£hioned  conftitution, 
under  which  we  have  long  profpered,  that  our  re- 
prefentation  has  been  found  perfectly  adequate  to 
all  the  purpofes  for  which  a  reprefentation  of  the 
people  can  be  delircd  or  devifed.  I  defy  the  ene- 
mies of  our  conftitution  to  ihew  the  contrary.  To 
detail  the  particulars  in  which  it  is  found  fo  well 
to  promote  its  ends,  would  demand  a  treatife  on 
our  praclical  conftitution.  I  ftate  here  the  doc- 
trine of  the  revolutionifts,  only  that  you  and 
others  may  fee,  what  an  opinion  thefe  gentlemen 
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entertain  of  the  conftitution  of  their  country,  and 
why  they  feem  to  think  that  fome  great  abufe  of 
power,  or  fome  great  calamity,  as  giving  a  chance 
for  the  bleffing  of  a  conftitution  according  to  their 
ideas,  would  be  much  palliated,  to  their  feelings  ; 
you  fee  why  they  are  fo  much  enamoured  of  your 
fair  and  equal  reprefentation,  which  being  once 
obtained,  the  fame  effects  might  follow.  You  fee 
they  conlider  our  houfe  of  commons  as  only  "  a 
"  femblance,"  "  a  form,"  "  a  theory,"  "  a  iha- 
"  dow,"  "  a  mockery,"  perhaps  "  a  nuifance." 

Thefc  gentlemen  value  themfelves  on  being  fyf- 
tematick ;  and  not  without  reafon.  They  muft 
therefore  look  on  this  grofs  and  palpable  defect  of 
reprefentation,  this  fundamental  grievance  (fo 
they  call  it)  as  a  thing  not  only  vicious  in  itfelf, 
but  as  rendering  our  whole  government  abfolutely 
illegitimate.,  and  not  at  all  better  than  a  downright 
ufurpation.  Another  revolution,  to  get  rid  of  this 
illegitimate  and  ufurped  government,  would  of 
courfe  be  perfectly  juftifiable,  if.  not  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary.  Indeed  their  principle,  if  you  obferve  it 
with  any  attention,  goes  much  further  than  to  an 
alteration  in  the  election  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons ;  for,  if  popular  reprefentation,  or  choice,  is 
neceffary  to  the  legitimacy  of  all  government,  the 
houfe  of  lords  is,  at  one  ftroke,  baftardized  and 
corrupted  in  blood.  That  houfe  is  no  reprefen- 
tative  of  the  people  at  all,  even  in  "  femblance  or 

M  4  "in 


l68  REFLECTIONS    ON    THE 

"  in  form."  The  cafe  of  the  crown  ife  altogether 
as  bad.  In  vain  the  crown  may  endeavour  to 
fcreen  itfelf  againft  thefe  gentlemen  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  eftablifhment  made  on  the  revolution. 
The  revolution  which  is  reforted  to  for  a  title,  on 
their  fyftem,  wants  a  title  itfelf.  The  revolution 
is  built,  according  to  their  theory,  upon  a  ban's 
not  more  folid  than  our  prefent  formalities,  as  it 
was  made  by  an  houfe  of  lords  not  reprefenting 
any  one  but  themfelves ;  and  by  an  houfe  of  com- 
mons exactly  fuch  as  the  prefent,  that  is',  as  they 
term  it,  by  a  mere  "  fhadow  and  mockery"  of 
reprefentation. 

Something  they  muft  deftroy,  or  they  feem  to 
themfelves  to  exift  for  no  purpofe.  One  fet  is  for 
deftroying  the  civil  power  through  the  ecclefi- 
aftical ;  another  for  demoliihing  the  ecclefiaftick 
through  the  civil.  They  are  aware  that  the  worft 
confequences  might  happen  to  the  publick  in  ac- 
compliming  this  double  ruin  of  church  and  ftate  ; 
but  they  are  fo  heated  with  their  theories,  that 
they  give  more  than  hints,  that  this  ruin,  with  all 
the  mifchiefs  that  muft  lead  to  it  and  attend  it, 
and  which  to  themfelves  appear  quite  certain, 
would  not  be  unacceptable  to  them,  or  very  re- 
mote from  their  wifh.es.  A  man  amongft  them  of 
great  authority,  and  certainly  of  great  talents, 
fpeaking  of  a  fuppofed  alliance  between  church 
and  ftate,  fays,  w  perhaps  ive  muft  wait  for  the  fall 
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of  the  civil  powers  before  this  moft  unnatural  al- 
liance  be  broken.  Calamitous  no  doubt  will 
"  that  time  be.  But  what  convulfion  in  the  po- 
"  litical  world  ought  to  be  a  fubject  of  lamenta- 
"  tion,  if  it  be  attended  with  fo  defirable  an  ef- 
"  fed  ?"  You  fee  with  what  a  fteady  eye  thefe 
gentlemen  are  prepared  to  view  the  greateft  cala- 
mities which  can  befall  their  country! 

It  is  no  wonder  therefore,  that  with  thefe  ideas 
of  every  thing  in  their  conftitution  and  govern- 
ment at  home,  either  in  church  or  ftate,  as  illegi- 
timate and  ufurped,  or,  at  belt  as  a  vain  mockery, 
they  look  abroad  with  an  eager  and  paflionate  en- 
thuliafm.  Whilft  they  are  poffefied  by  thefe  no- 
tions, it  is  vain  to  talk  to  them  of  the  practice  of 
their  anceftors,  the  fundamental  laws  of  their 
country,  the  fixed  form  of  a  conftitution,  whofe 
merits  are  confirmed  by  the  folid  teft  of  long  ex- 
perience, and  an  encreafing  publick  ftrength  and 
national  profperity.  They  defpife  experience  as 
the  wifdom  of  unlettered  men;  and  as  for  the  reft, 
they  have  wrought  under-ground  a  mine  that  will 
blow  up  at  one  grand  explofion  all  examples  of  an- 
tiquity, all  precedents,  charters,  and  a&s  of  parlia- 
ment. They  have  "  the  rights  of  men."  Againft 
thefe  there  can  be  no  prefcription ;  againft  thefe 
no  argument  is  binding :  thefe  admit  no  tempera- 
ment, and  no  compromife :  any  thing  withheld 
from  their  full  demand  is  fo  much  of  fraud  and 
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injuftice.  Againft  thefe  their  rights  of  men  let  no 
government  look  for  fecurity  in  the  length  of  its 
continuance,  or  in  the  juftice  and  lenity  of  its  ad- 
miniftration.  The  objections  of  thefe  fpeculatifts, 
if  its  forms  do  not  quadrate  with  their  theories, 
are  as  valid  againft  fuch  an  old  and  beneficent  go- 
vernment as  againft  the  moft  violent  tyranny,  or 
the  greeneft  ufurpation.  They  are  always  at  iffue 
with  governments,  not  on  a  queftion  of  abufe, 
but  a  queftion  of  competency,  and  a  queftion  of 
title.  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  the  clumfy  fubtilty 
of  their  political  metaphyficks.  Let  them  be  their 
amufement  in  the  fchools. — "  llhfejatfet  in  aula — 
"  Mains,  et  claufo  mentor  urn  car  cere  regnet." — But  let 
them  not  break  prifon  to  burft  like  a  Levanter, 
to  fweep  the  earth  with  their  hurricane,  and  to 
break  up  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  to  over- 
whelm us. 

Far  am  I  from  denying  in  theory ;  full  as  far  is 
my  heart  from  withholding  in  practice  (if  I  were 
of  power  to  give  or  to  withhold)  the  real  rights  of 
men.  In  denying  their  falfe  claims  of  right,  I  do 
not  mean  to  injure  thofe  which  are  real,  and  are 
fuch  as  their  pretended  rights  would  totally  de- 
ftroy.  If  civil  fociety  be  made  for  the  advantage 
of  man,  all  the  advantages  for  which  it  is  made 
become  his  right.  It  is  an  inftitution  of  benefi- 
cence ;  and  law  itfelf  is  only  beneficence  acting  by 
a  rule.  Men  have  a  right  to  live  by  that  rule ; 

they 
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they  have  a  right  to  juftice ;  as  between  their  fel- 
lows, whether  their  fellows  are  in  politick  function 
or  in  ordinary  occupation.  They  have  a  right  to 
the  fruits  of  their  induftry ;  and  to  the  means  of 
making  their  induftry  fruitful.  They  have  a  right 
to  the  acquifitions  of  their  parents  ;  to  the  nou- 
riihment  and  improvement  of  their  offspring ;  to 
inftruction  in  life,  and  to  confolation  in  death. 
Whatever  each  man  can  feparately  do,  without 
trefpafling  upon  others,  he  has  a  right  to  do  for 
himfelf ;  and  he  has  a  right  to  a  fair  portion  of  all 
which  fociety,  with  all  its  combinations  of  fkill 
and  force,  can  do  in  his  favour.  In  this  partner- 
fhip  all  men  have  equal  rights;  but  not  to  equal 
things.  He  that  has  but  five  {hillings  in  the  part- 
nerfhip,  has  as  good  a  right  to  it,  as  he  that  has 
five  hundred  pound  has  to  his  larger  proportion. 
But  he  has  not  a  right  to  an  equal  dividend  in  the 
product  of  the  joint  flock  ;  and  as  to  the  mare  of 
power,  authority,  and  direction  which  each  indi- 
vidual ought  to  have  in  the  management  of  the 
ftate,  that  I  muft  deny  to  be  ambngft  the  direct 
original  rights  of  man  in  civil  fociety ;  for  I  have 
in  my  contemplation  the  civil  focial  man,  and  no 
Other.  It  is  a  thing  to  be  fettled  by  convention. 

If  civil  fociety  be  the  offspring  of  convention, 
that  convention  muft  be  its  law.  That  conven-* 
tion  muft  limit  and  modify  all  the  defcriptions  of 
conftitution  which  are  formed  under  it.  Every 

fort 
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fort  of  legiflative,  judicial,  or  executory  power 
are  its  creatures.  They  can  have  no  being  in  any 
other  ftate  of  things ;  and  how  can  any  man  claim, 
under  the  conventions  of  civil  fociety,  rights 
which  do  not  fo  much  as  fuppofe  its  exiftence  ? 
Rights  which  are  abfolutely  repugnant  to  it  ?  One 
of  the  firft  motives  to  civil  fociety,  and  which  be- 
comes one  of  its  fundamental  rules,  is,  that  no  man 
Jhould  be  judge  in  his  own  caufe.  By  this  each  per- 
fon  has  at  once  divefted  himfelf  of  the  firft  funda- 
mental right  of  uncovenanted  man,  that  is,  to 
judge  for  himfelf,  and  to  affert  his  own  caufe.  He 
abdicates  all  right  to  be  his  own  governor.  He 
inclufively,  in  a  great  meafure,  abandons  the  right 
of  felf-defence,  the  firft  law  of  nature.  Men  can- 
not enjoy  the  rights  of  an  uncivil  and  of  a  civil 
ftate  together.  That  he  may  obtain  juftice,  he 
gives  up  his  right  of  determining  what  it  is  in 
points  the  moft  efiential  to  him.  That  he  may  fe- 
cure  fome  liberty,  he  makes  a  furrender  in  truft  of 
the  whole  of  it. 

Government  is  not  made  in  virtue  of  natural 
rights,  which  may  and  do  exift  in  total  independ- 
ence of  it;  and  exift  in  much  greater  clearnefs, 
and  in  a  much  greater  degree  of  abftracl  perfec- 
tion :  but  their  abftracl:  perfection  is  their  practical 
defect.  By  having  a  right  to  every  thing  they 
want  every  thing.  Government  is  a  contrivance 
of  human  wifdom  to  provide  for  human  wants. 

Men 
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Men  have  a  right  that  thefe  wants  fliould  be  pro- 
vided for  by  this  wifdom.  Among  thefe  wants 
is  to  be  reckoned  the  want,  out  of  civil  fociety,  of 
a  fufficient  reftraint  upon  their  paffions.  Society 
requires  not  only  that  the  paffions  of  individuals 
mould  be  fubjected,  but  that  even  in  the  mafs  and 
body  as  well  as  in  the  individuals,  the  inclinations 
of  men  mould  frequently  be  thwarted,  their  will 
controlled,  and  their  paffions  brought  into  fubjec- 
tion.  This  can  only  be  done  by  a  power  out  of  them- 
felves ;  and  not,  in  the  exercife  of  its  function,  fub- 
jec~b  to  that  will  and  to  thofe  paffions  which  it  is  its 
office  to  bridle  and  fubdue.  In  this  fenfe  the  re- 
ftraints  on  men,  as  well  as  their  liberties,  are  to  be 
reckoned  among  their  rights.  But  as  the  liberties 
and  the  reftrictions  vary  with  times  and  circum- 
ftances,  and  admit  of  infinite  modifications,  they 
cannot  be  fettled  upon  any  abftraft  rule;  and  no- 
thing is  fo  fooliih  as  to  difcufs  them  upon  that 
principle. 

The  moment  you  abate  any  thing  from  the  full 
rights  of  men,  each  to  govern  himfelf,  and  fuflfer 
any  artificial  pofitive  limitation  upon  thofe  rights, 
from  that  moment  the  whole  organization  of  go- 
vernment becomes  a  confideration  of  convenience. 
This  it  is  which  makes  the  conftitution  of  a  ftate, 
and  the  due  diftribution  of  its  powers,  a  matter 
of  the  moft  delicate  and  complicated  {kill.  It  re- 
quires a  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  hu- 
man 
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man  neceflities,  and  of  the  things  which  facilitate 
or  obftruft  the  various  ends  which  are  to  be  pur- 
fued  by  the  mechanifm  of  civil  inftitutions.  The 
ftate  is  to  have  recruits  to  its  ftrength,  and  reme- 
dies to  its  diftempers.  What  is  the  ufe  of  difcuf- 
fing  a  man's  abftract  right  to  food  or  medicine  ? 
The  queftion  is  upon  the  method  of  procuring  and 
adminiftering  them.  In  that  deliberation  I  mall 
always  advife  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  farmer  and 
the  phyfician,  rather  than  the  profeffor  of  meta- 
phy  licks. 

The  fcience  of  conftructing  a  commonwealth, 
or  renovating  it,  or  reforming  it,  is,  like  every 
other  experimental  fcience,  not  to  be  taught  apri~ 
ori.  Nor  is  it  a  fhort  experience  that  can  inftrudl 
us  in  that  practical  fcience  ;  becaufe  the  real  effects 
of  moral  caufes  are  not  always  immediate;  but 
that  which  in  the  firft  inftance  is  prejudicial  may 
be  excellent  in  its  remoter  operation ;  and  its  ex- 
cellence may  arife  even  from  the  ill  effects  it  pro- 
duces in  the  beginning.  The  reverfe  alfo  happens ; 
and  very  plaufible  fchemes,  with  very  pleafing 
commencements,  have  often  fliameful  and  lament- 
able conclufions.  In  ftates  there  are  often  fome 
obfcure  and  almoft  latent  caufes,  things  which  ap- 
pear at  firft  view  of  little  moment,  on  which  a  very 
great  part  of  its  profperity  or  adverfity  may  moft 
efientially  depend.  The  fcience  of  government 
being  therefore  fo  practical  in  itfelf,  and  intended 

for 
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for  fuch  practical  purpofes,  a  matter  which  re- 
quires experience,  and  even  more  experience  than 
any  perfon  can  gain  in  his  whole  life,  however  fa- 
gacious  and  obferving  he  may  be,  it  is  with  infi- 
nite caution  that  any  man  ought  to  venture  upon 
pulling  down  an  edifice  which  has  anfwered  in  any 
tolerable  degree  for  ages  the  common  purpofes  of 
fociety,  or  on  building  it  up  again,  without  hav- 
ing models  and  patterns  of  approved  utility  before 
his  eyes. 

Thefe  metaphyfick  rights  entering  into  com- 
mon life,  like  rays  of  light  which  pierce  into  a 
denfe  medium,  are,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  refract- 
ed from  their  ftraight  line.  Indeed  in  the  grofs 
and  complicated  mafs  of  human  paflions  and  con- 
cerns, the  primitive  rights  of  men  undergo  fuch  a 
variety  of  refractions  and  reflections,  that  it  be- 
comes abfurd  to  talk  of  them  as  if  they  continued 
in  the  iimplicity  of  their  original  direction.  The 
nature  of  man  is  intricate  j  the  objects  of  fociety 
are  of  the  greateft  poffible  complexity ;  and  there- 
fore no  fimple  difpofition  or  direction  of  power 
can  be  fuitable  either  to  man's  nature,  or  to  the 
quality  of  his  affairs.  When  I  hear  the  fimplicity 
of  contrivance  aimed  at  and  boafted  of  in  any 
new  political  conftitutions,  I  am  at  no  lofs  to  de- 
cide that  the  artificers  are  grofsly  ignorant  of  their 
trade,  or  totally  negligent  of  their  duty.  The 
iimple  governments  are  fundamentally  defective, 

to 
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to  fay  no  worfe  of  them.  If  you  were  to  con- 
template fociety  in  but  one  point  of  view,  all 
thefe  fimple  modes  of  polity  are  infinitely  capti- 
vating. In  effect  each  would  anfwer  its  fmgle  end 
much  more  perfectly  than  the  more  complex  is 
able  to  attain  all  its  complex  purpofes.  But  it  is 
better  that  the  whole  mould  be  imperfectly  and 
anomaloufly  anfwer ed,  than  that,  while  fome 
parts  are  provided  for  with  great  exactnefs,  others 
might  be  totally  neglected,  or  perhaps  materially 
injured,  by  the  over-care  of  a  favourite  member. 

The  pretended  rights  of  thefe  theorifts  are  all 
extremes ;  and  in  proportion  as  they  are  metaphy- 
fically  true,  they  are  morally  and  politically  falfe. 
The  rights  of  men  are  in  a  fort  of  middle,  incapable 
of  definition,  but  not  impoflible  to  be  difcerned. 
The  rights  of  men  in  governments  are  their  ad- 
vantages ;  and  thefe  are  often  in  balances  between 
differences  of  good ;  in  compromifes  fometimes 
between  good  and  evil,  and  fometimes,  between 
evil  and  evil.  Political  reafon  is  a  computing  prin- 
ciple; adding,  fubtracting,  multiplying,  and  divid- 
ing, morally  and  not  metaphyfically  or  mathema- 
tically, true  moral  denominations. 

By  thefe  theorifts  the  right  of  the  people  is  al- 
moft  always  fophiftically  confounded  with  their 
power.  The  body  of  the  community,  whenever 
it  can  come  to  act,  can  meet  with  no  effectual  re- 
fiftance  j  but  till  power  and  right  are  the  fame, 

the 
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the  whole  body  of  them  has  no  right  inconfiftent 
with  virtue,  and  the  firft  of  all  virtues,  prudence. 
Men  have  no  right  to  what  is  not  reafonable,  and 
to  what  is  not  for  their  benefit  ;  for  though  a 
pleafant  writer  faid,  Liceat  perire  poctis,  when  one 
of  them,  in  cold  blood,  is  faid  to  have  leaped  into 
the  flames  of  a  volcanick  revolution,  Ardeniemfri- 
gldus  JfLtnam  infiluit,  I  confider  fuch  a  frolick  ra- 
ther as  an  unjustifiable  poetick  licence,  than  as  one 
of  the  franchifes  of  Parnaffus ;  and  whether  he 
were  poet  or  divine,  or  politician,  that  chofe  to 
cxercife  this  kind  of  right,  I  think  that  more  wife, 
becaufe  more  charitable  thoughts  would  urge  me 
rather  to  fave  the  man,  than  to  preferve  his  brazen 
flippers  as  the  monuments  of  his  folly. 

The  kind  of  anniverfary  fermons,  to  which  a 
great  part  of  what  I  write  refers,  if  men  are  not 
ihamed  out  of  their  prefcnt  courfe,  in  commemo- 
rating the  fact,  will  cheat  many  out  of  the  prin- 
ciples, and  deprive  them  of  the  benefits  of  the  re- 
volution they  commemorate.  I  confefs  to  you, 
Sir,  I  never  liked  this  continual  talk  of  reiiftance 
and  revolution,  or  the  practice  of  making  the  ex- 
treme medicine  of  the  coniKtution  its  daily  bread. 
It  renders  the  habit  of  focicty  dangeroufly  vale- 
tudinary :  it  is  taking  periodical  dofes  of  mercury 
fublimate,  and  fwallowing  down  repeated  provo- 
catives of  cantharides  to  our  love  of  liberty. 
This  diftemper  of  remedy,  grown  habitual,  re- 
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laxes  and  wears  out,  by  a  vulgar  and  proftituted 
tife,  the  fpring  of  that  fpirit  which  is  to  be  exerted 
on  great  occaiions.     It  was  in  the  moft  patient 
period  of  Roman  fervitude  that  themes  of  tyranni- 
cide made  the  ordinary  exercife  of  boys  at  fchool 
« — cum  pcr'nnit  fa-vcs  claffis  numerofa  tyrannos.    In  the 
ordinary  ftate  of  things,  it  produces  in  a  country 
like  ours  the  worft  effects,  even  on  the  caufe  of 
that  liberty  which  it  abufes  with  the  diffolutenefs 
of  an  extravagant  fpeculation,      Almoft  all  the 
high-bred  republicans  of  sny  time  have,  after  a 
fhort  fpace,  become  the  moft  decided,  thorough- 
paced courtiers ;  they  foon  left  the  bufinefs  of  a 
tedious,  moderate,  but  practical  refiftancc  to  thofe 
of  us  whom,  in  the  pride  and  intoxication  of  their 
theories,  they  have  flighted  as  not  much  better 
than  tories.     Hypocrify,  of  eourfe,  delights  in  the 
moft  fublime  fpeculations ;  for,  never  intending  to 
go  beyond  fpeculation,  it  cofts  nothing  to  have  it 
magnificent.     But  even  in  cafes  where  rather  le- 
vity than  fraud  was  to  be  fufpected  in  thefe  rant- 
-  uag  fpeculations,  the  iffue  has  been  much  the  fame. 
Thefe  profeffors,  finding  their  extreme  principles 
not  applicable  to  cafes  which  call  only  for  a  quali- 
fied, or,  as  I  may  fay,  civil  and  legal  refiftance,  in 
fuch  cafes  employ  no  refiftance  at  all.     It  is  with 
them  a  war  or  a  revolution,  or  it  is  nothing.  Find- 
ing their  fchemes  of  politicks  not  adapted  to  the. 
ftate  of  the  world  in  which  they  live,  they  often 

come 
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tome  to  think  lightly  of  all  publick  principle  ;  and 
are  ready,  on  their  part,  to  abandon  for  a  very 
trivial  intereft  what  they  find  of  very  trivial  value. 
Some  indeed  are  of  more  fteady  and  perfevering 
natures ;  but  thefe  are  eager  politicians  out  of  par- 
liament, who  have  little  to  tempt  them  to  abandon 
their  favourite  projects.  They  have  feme  change 
in  the  church  or  ftate,  or  both,  conftantly  in  their 
view.  When  that  is  the  cafe,  they  are  always  bad 
citizens,  and  perfectly  unfure  connections.  For, 
confidering  their  fpeculative  defigns  as  of  infinite 
value,  and  the  actual  arrangement  of  the  ftate  as 
of  no  eftimation,  they  are  at  beft  indifferent  about 
it.  They  fee  no  merit  in  the  goodj  and  no  fault 
in  the  vicious  management  of  publick  affairs ;  they 
rather  rejoice  in  the  latter,  as  more  propitious  to 
revolution.  They  fee  no  merit  or  demerit  in  any 
man,  or  any  action,  or  any  political  principle,  any 
further  than  as  they  may  forward  or  retard  their 
defign  of  change :  they  therefore  take  up,  one 
day,  the  moft  violent  and  ftretched  prerogative,- 
and  another  time  the  wildeft  democratick  ideas  of 
freedom,  and  pafs  from  the  one  to  the  other  with- 
out any  fort  of  regard  to  caufe,  to  perfon,  or  to 
party; 

In  France  you  are  now  in  the  crifis  of  a  revolu- 
tion, and  in  the  tf  anlit  from  one  form  of  govern- 
ment to  another— you  cannot  fee  that  character 
of  men  exactly  in  the  fame  fituation  in  which  we 
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fee  it  in  this  country.  With  us  it  is  militant ;. 
with  you  it  is  triumphant ;  and  you  know  how  it 
can  act  when  its  power  is  commenfuratc  to  its 
will-  I  would  not  be  fuppofcd  to  confine  thofe 
ebfcFvaUons  to  any  defcription  of  men,  or  to  com- 
prehend all  men  of  any  defcription  within  them 
— No  I  far  from  it.  I  am  as  incapable  of  that  in- 
juftice,  #s  I  am  of  keeping  terms  with  thofe  who- 
profefs  principles,  of  extremes  j  and  \vho  under  the 
name  of  religion,  teach  little  elfe  than  wild  and 
dangerous  politicks.  The  worft  of  thefe  politicks 
of  revolution  is  this  ;  they  temper  and  harden  the 
breaft,  in  order  to  prepare  it  for  the  defperate 
ftrokes  which  are  Sometimes  ufed  in  extreme  oc- 
cafions.  But  as  thefe  occa-fions  may  never  arrive* 
the  mind  receives  a  gratuitous  taint ;  and  the  mo- 
ral fentiments  fuffer  not  a  little,  when  no  political 
purpofe  is  ferved  by  the  depravation.  This  fort 
«f  people  are  fo  taken  up  with  their  theories  about 
the  rights  of  man,  that  they  have  totally  forgot 
his  nature.  Without  opening  one  new  avenue  to* 
the  under ftanding,  they  have  fuccecded  in  flop- 
ping up  thole  that  lead  to  the  heart.  They  have 
perverted  in  themielves,  and  in  thofe  that  attend 
to  them,  all  the  well-placed  Sympathies  of  the  hu- 
man breaft. 

Tills  famous  fermon  of  the  Old  Jewry  breathes 
nothing  but  thisfpirit  through  all  the  political  part. 
Plots,'  maffacres,  afiaifinations,  fcem  to  forne  people 
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a  trivial  price  for  obtaining  a  revolution.  A  cheap5 
bloodlefs  reformation,  a  guiltlefs  liberty,  appear 
flat  and  vapid  to  their  tafte.  There  muft  be  a 
_great  change  of  fcene  ;  there  muft  be  a  magnifi- 
cent ftage  effect  4  there  -rraift  be  a  grand  fpecbacle 
to  rouze  the  imagination,  grown  torpid  with  the 
lazy  enjoyment  of  frxty  years  fecurity,  and  the  ftill 
unanimatiflg  re-pole  of  publick  profperity.  The 
-preacher  found  them  ail  in  the  French  revolution, 
IThis  infpires  a  juvenile  warmth  t»iroug$i  ids  whole 
frame.  His  -enthufia&n  kindles  as  he  advances  j 
and  when  he  arrives  at  Ms  peroration;,  it  is  in  a 
full  blaze.  Then  viewing,  from  the  Pifgah  of  his 
,pulpit,  the  free,  moral,  happy,  fleurKhing,  and 
glorious  ftate  of  France,  as  in  a  bird-eye  landicape 
of  a  promifed  land,  he  breaks  out  into  the  follow* 
ing  rapture : 

"  What  an  eventful  period  is  this  !  I  am  tJjank- 
<c  fid  that  I  have  lived  to  it ;  I  could  almoft  fay, 
*'  Lord,  now  let t eft  thou  thy  fervaat  depart  in  peace, 
"for  ml  tie  eyes  ha-v£  feen  thy  fahaficn. — I  have  lived 
*e  to  fee  a  dijfu/ion  of  knowledge,  which  has  under- 
<c  mined  fuperftition  and  error, — I  have  lived  to 
"  fee  the  rights  of  men  better  underftoo:-  than  ever ; 
*'  and  nations  panting  for  liberty  which  feemed 
"  to  have  loft  the  idea  of  it. — I  have  lived  to  fee 
*c  thirty  millions  of  people,  indignant  and  rcfolute, 
•"  fpurning  at  flavery,  and  demanding  liberty  with 
*e  an  irreiiftible  voice.  Their  king  led  in  triumph, 
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"  and  an  arbitrary  monarch  furrendering  himfelf  fa. 
"  his  fubjefis."* 

Before  I  proceed  further,  I  have  to  remark,  that 
Dr.  Price  feems  rather  to  overvalue  the  great  ac- 
quifitions  of  light  which  he  has  qbtained  and  dif- 
fufed  in  this  age.  The  laft  century  appears  to  me 
to  have  been  quite  as  much  enlightened.  It  had, 
though  in  a  different  place,  a  triumph  as  memo- 
rable as  that  of  Dr.  Price  ;  and  fome  of  the  great 
preachers  of  that  period  partook  of  it  as  eagerly  as 
he  has  done  in  the  triumph  of  France.  On  the 
trial  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  Peters  for  high  treafon,  it 
was  depofed,  that  when  King  Charles  was  brought 
to  London  for  his  trial,  the  Apoftle  of  Liberty  in 
that  day  conducted  the  triumph.  "  I  few,"  fays 
the  witnefs,  "  his  majefly  in  the  coach  with  fix 
"  horfes,  and  Peters  riding  before  the  king  tri- 
?'  wnphing"  Dr.  Price,  when  he  talks  as  if  he  had 
rnade  a  difcovery,  only  follows  a  precedent ;  for, 
after  the  commencement  of  the  king's  trial,  this 
precurfor,  the  fame  Dr.  Peters,  concluding  a  long 

*  Another  of  thefe  reverend  gentlemen,  who  was  witnefs  to 
fome  of  the  fpectacles  which  Paris  has  lately  exhibited — c,\pn-f'~ 
fes  himfelf  thus  :  "  A  king  dragged  in  fubmijjrve  triumph  by  his 
"  conquering  fitbjefts  is  one  of  thole  appearances  of  grandeur 
*'  which  feldom  rife  in  the  profpec~t  of  human  affairs,  and 
«'  which,  during  the  remainder  of  my  life,  I  (hall  think  of  with 
««  wonder  and  gratification."  Tbeie  gentlemen  agree  marvel- 
louily  in  their  feelings. 
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prayer  at  the  royal  chapel  at  Whitehall,  (he  had 
very  triumphantly  chofen  his  place)  faid,  "  I  have 
"  prayed  and  preached  thefe  twenty  years ;  and 
"  now  I  may  fay  with  old  Simeon,  Lord.,  noiv  letteji 
"  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace ',  for  mine  eyes  have 
"  feen  thy  fahation"*  Peters  had  net  the  fruits 
of  his  prayer ;  for  he  neither  departed  fo  foon  as 
he  wifhed,  'nor  in  peace.  He  became  (what  I 
heartily  hope  none  of  his  followers  may  be  in  this 
country)  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  the  triumph  which 
he  led  as  pontiff.  They  dealt  at  the  reftoration, 
perhaps,  too  hardly  with  this  poor  good  man. 
But  we  owe  it  to  his  memory  and  his  Bufferings, 
that  he  had  as  much  illumination,  and  as  much 
zeal,  and  had  as  effectually  undermined  all  the  fu- 
psrftition  and  error  which  might  -impede  -the  great 
bufinefs  he  was  engaged  in,  as  any  who  follow  and 
repeat  after  him,  in  this  age,  which  would  affume 
to  itfelf  an  esclufive  title  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
rights  of  men,  and  all  the  glorkms  confequences 
of  that  knowledge. 

After  this  {ally  of  the  preacher  of  the  Old  Jewry, 
which  differs  only  in  place  and  time,  but  agrees 
perfectly  with  the  fpirit  and  letter  of  the  rapture 
of  1648,  the  revolution  fociety,  the  fabricators  of 
governments,  the  heroick  band  of  cajhlffers  of  ;;/0- 
zarchs,  electors  of  fovereigns,  and  leaders  of  kings 

•-*  State  Trials,  vol.  ii.  p.  360,  3G3. 
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in  triumph,  ftrutting  with  a  proud  confcioufnefs 
of  the  diifufion  of  knowledge,  of  which  every  mem- 
ber had  obtained  fo  large  a  mare  in  the  donative, 
were  in  hafte  to  make  a  generous  difFuiion  of  the 
knowledge  they  had  thus  gratuitoufly  received. 
To  make  this  bountiful  communication,  they  ad- 
journed from  the  church  in  the  Old  Jewry,  to  the 
London  Tavern ;  where  the  fame  Dr.  Price,  in 
whom  the  fumes  of  his  oracular  tripod  were  not 
entirely  evaporated,  moved  and  carried  the  refolu- 
tion,  or  addrefs  of  congratulation,  tranfmitted  by 
Lord  Stanhope  to  the  national  aflembly  of  France. 
I  find  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel  profaning  the 
beautiful  and  prophetick  ejaculation,  commonly 
called  "  mine  dimittis,"  made  on  the  firft  prefenta- 
tion  of  our  Saviour  in  the  temple,  and  applying  it, 
with  an  inhuman  and  unnatural  rapture,  to  the 
moft  horrid,  atrocious,  and  afflicting  fpectacle^ 
that  perhaps  ever  was  exhibited  to  the  pity  and 
indignation  of  mankind.  This  "  leading  in  frit 
"  umph"  a  thing  in  its  beft  form  unmanly  and 
irreligious,  which  fills  our  preacher  with  fuch  un- 
hallowed tranfports.,  muft  Ihock,  I  believe,  the 
moral  tafte  of  every  well-born  mind.  Several 
Englifh  were  the  ftupified  and  indignant  fpecla- 
tors  of  that  triumph.  It  was  (uniefs  we  have  been 
ftrangely  deceived)  a  fpectacle  more  refembling  a 
proceflion  of  American  favages,  entering  into. 
Onondaga,  after  fome  of  their  murders  called 
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'victories,  and  leading  into  hovels  hung  round 
with  fcalps,  their  captives,  overpowered  with  the 
feoffs  and  buffets  of  women  as  ferocious  as  them? 
lilves,  much  more  than  it  refembled  the  triumphal 
pomp  of  a  civilized  martial  nation  ; — if  a  civilized 
nation,  or  any  men  who  had  a  fenfe  of  generofity, 
were  capable  of  a  perfonal  triumph  over  the  fallen 
and  afflicted. 

This,  my  dear  Sir,  was  not  the  triumph  of 
France.  I  rnuft  believe  that,  as  a  nation,  it  over- 
whelmed you  with  ihame  and  horror.  I  muft  be-c 
Jieve  that  the  national  affembly  find  themfelves  ia 
a  ftate  of  the  greateft  humiliation,  in  not  being 
able  to  puniih  the  authors  of  this  triumph,  or  the 
actors  in  it ;  and  that  they  are  in  a  fituation  in 
which  any  enquiry  they  may  make  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  muft  be  deftitute  even  of  the  appearance  of 
liberty  or  impartiality.  The  apology  of  that  af- 
fembly is  found  in  their  fituation  ;  but  when  we 
approve  what  they  miift  bear,  it  is  in  us  the  dege* 
nerate  choice  of  a  vitiated  mind. 

,  With  a  compelled  appearance  of  .deliberation, 
they  vote  under  the  dominion  of  a  ftern  neceility. 
They  lit  in  the  heart,  as  it  were,  of  a  foreign  repub- 
lick :  they  have  their  refidence  in  a  city  whofe  con- 
ftituticn  has  emanated  neither  from  the  charter  of 
their  king,  nor  from  their  legiflative  power.  There 
they  are  furrounded  by  an  army  not  raifed  either 
by  the  authority  of  their  crown,  or  by  their  com- 
mand j 


mand ;  and  which,  if  they  mould  order  to  diffolve 
itfelf,  would  inftantly  diffolve  them.     There  they 
fit,  after  a  gang  of  aflaffins  had  driven  away  fbme 
hundreds  of  the  members ;  whilft  thofe  who  held 
the  fame  moderate  principles,  with  more  patience 
or  better  hope,  continued  every  day  expofed  to 
cutrageous  infults  and  murderous  threats.    There 
a  majority,  fometimes  real,  fometimes  pretended, 
captive  itfelf,  compels  a  captive  king  to  iffue  as 
royal  edicts,  at  third  hand,  the  polluted  nonfenfe 
of  their  moft  licentious  and  giddy  coffee-houfes. 
It  is  notorious,  that  all  their  meafures  are  decided 
before  they  are  debated.    It  is  beyond  doubt,  that 
under  the  terror  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  lamp- 
poft,  and  the  torch  to  their  houfes,  they  are  ob- 
liged to  adopt  all  the  crude  and  defperate  mea- 
fures fuggefted  by  clubs  compofed  of  a  monftrous 
medley  of  all  conditions,  tongues,  and  nations. 
Among  thefe  are  found  perfons,  in  comparifon  of 
whom  Catiline  would  be  thought  fcrupulous,  and 
Cethegus  a  man  of  fobriety  and  moderation.  Nor 
is  it  in  thefe  clubs  alone  that  the  publick  meafures 
are  deformed  into  monfters.    They  undergo  a  pre.- 
vious  diftortion  in  academies,  intended  as  fo  many 
feminaries  for  thefe  clubs,  which  are  fet  up  in  all 
the  places  of  publick  refort.     In  thefe  meetings  of 
all  forts,  every  counfel,  in  proportion  as  it  is  dar- 
ing, and  violent,  and  perfidious,  is  taken  for  the 
mark  of  fuperior  genius.    Humanity  .and  coro- 
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pji£ion  are  ridiculed  as  the  fruits  of  fuperftition 
and  ignorance.  Tendernefs  to  individuals  is  con- 
jfidered  as  treafon  to  the  publick-  Liberty  is  al- 
ways to  be  eftimated  perfect  as  property  is  ren- 
dered infecure.  Amidft  affaiTmation,  rnaffacre,  and 
qonfifcaticvLi,  perpetrated  or  meditated,  they  are 
forming  plans  for  the  good  order  of  future  for 
ciety.  Embracing  in  their  arms  the  carcafcs  of 
bafe  criminals,  and  promoting  their  relations  on 
the  title  of  thejr  offences,  they  drive  hundreds  of 
virtuous  perfons  to  the  fame  end,  by  forcing  then* 
to  fubfift  by  beggary  or  by  crime. 

The  affembly,  their  organ,  acts  before  them  the 
farce  of  deliberation  with  as  little  decency  as  li- 
berty. They  act  like  the  comedians  of  a  fair  be- 
fore a  riotous  audience ;  they  act  amidft  the  tu- 
multuous cries  of  a  mixed  mob  of  ferocious  men, 
and  of  women  loft  to  fliame,  who,  according  to 
their  infolent  fancies.,  direct,  controul,  applaud,  ex- 
plode them ;  and  fometimes  mix  and  take  their 
feats  amongft  them ;  domineering  over  them  with 
a  ftrange  mixture  of  fervile  petulance  and  proud 
prefumptuous  authority.  As  tnev  nave  inverted 
order  in  all  things,  the  gallery  is  in  the  place  of 
the  houfe.  This  aflembly,  which  overthrows  kings 
and  kingdoms,  has  not  even  the  phyliognomy  and 
afpect  of  a  grave  legiflative  body — nee  color  imperil, 
nee  from  erat  ulla  fenatus.  They  have  a  power 
given  to  them,  like  that  of  the  evil  principle,  to 

fubvert 
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fubvert  and  deftroy  ;  but  none  to  conftrucr,  ex- 
ccpt  fiich  machines  as  may  be  fitted  for  further 
fubverfion  and  further  deftruction. 

Who  is  it  that  admires  and  from  the  heart  is 
attached  to  national  reprefentative  affemblies,  but 
muft  turn  with  horror  and  difguft  from  fuch  a 
profane  burlefque,  and  abominable  perverfion  of 
that  facred  inftitute  ?  Lovers  of  monarchy,  lovers 
of  republicks,  muft  alike  abhor  it.  The  members 
of  your  affembly  muft  themfelves  groan  under  the 
tyranny  of  which  they  have  all  the  fhame,  none  of 
the  direction,  and  little  of  the  profit.  I  am  fure 
many  of  the  members  who  compofe  even  the  ma- 
jority of  that  body  muft  feel  as  I  do,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  applaufes  of  the  revolution  fociety. 
Miferable  king  !  miferable  affembly  J  How  muft 
that  affembly  be  filently  fcandalized  with  thofe  of 
their  members,  who  could  call  a  day  which  feemed 
to  blot  the  fun  out  of  heaven,  **  un  beau  jour  !"* 
How  muft  they  be  inwardly  indignant  at  hearing 
others,  who  thought  fit  to  declare  to  them,  "  that 
"  the  veffel  of  the  ftate  would  fly  forward  in  her 
"  courfe  towards  regeneration  with  more  fpeed 
"  than  ever,"  from  the  ftiff  gale  of  treafon  and 
murder,  which  preceded  our  preacher's  triumph  ! 
What  muft  they  have  felt,  whilft  with  outward 
patience  and  inward  indignation  they  heard  of 
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the  flaughter  of  innocent  gentlemen  in  their  houfes, 
that  "  the  blood  fpilled  was  not  the  moft  pure  ?" 
What  muft  they  have  felt,  when  they  were  be- 
fieged  by  complaints  of  diforders  which  ihook 
their  country  to  its  foundations,  at  being  com- 
pelled coolly  to  tell  the  complainants,  that  they 
were  under  the  protection  of  the  law,  and  that 
they  would  addrefs  the  king  (the  captive  king) 
to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  enforced  for  their  protec- 
tion ;  when  the  enflaved  minifters  of  that  captive 
king  had  formally  notified  to  them,  that  there 
were  neither  law,  nor  authority,  nor  power  left 
to  protect  ?  What  muft  they  have  felt  at  being 
obliged,  as  a  felicitation  on  the  prefent  new  year, 
to  requeft  their  captive  king  to  forget  the  ftormy 
period  of  the  laft,  on  account  of  the  great  good 
which  be  was  likely  to  produce  to  his  people  ;  to 
the  complete  attainment  of  which  good  they  ad- 
journed the  practical  demonftrations  of  their  loy- 
alty, afluring  him  of  their  obedience,  when  he 
ihould  no  longer  poffefs  any  authority  to  com- 
mand ? 

This  addrefs  was  made  with  much  good-nature 
and  affection,  to  be  fure.  But  among  the  revolu- 
tions in  France  muft  be  reckoned  a  conliderable 
revolution  in  their  ideas  of  politenefs.  In  Eng- 
land we  are  faid  to  learn  manners  at  fecond-hand 
from  your  fide  of  the  water,  and  that  we  drefs 
our  behaviour  in  the  frippery  of  France.  If  fo,. 

we 
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we  are  ftill  in  the  old  cut ;  and  have  not  fo  far  con- 
formed to  the  new  Parifian  mode  of  good-breed- 
ing, as  to  think  it  quite  in  the  moft  refined  ftrain 
of  delicate  compliment  (whether  in  condolence 
or  congratulation)  to  fay,  to  the  moft  humiliated 
creature  that  crawls  upon  the  earth,  that  great  pub- 
Jick  benefits  are  derived  from  the  murder  of  his 
fervants,  the  attempted  aflaflination  of  himfelf  and 
of  his  wife,  and  the  mortification,  difgrace,  and 
degradation,  that  he  has  perfonally  fuffered.  It  is  a 
topick  of  confolation  which  our  ordinary  of  New- 
gate would  be  too  humane  to  ufe  to  a  criminal  at 
the  foot  of  the  gallows.  I  mould  have  thought 
that  the  hangman  of  Paris,  now  that  he  is  libe- 
ralized by  the  vote  of  the  national  affembly,  and 
is  allowed  his  ranjc  and  arms  in  the  herald's  col- 
lege of  the  rights  of  men,  would  be  too  generous, 
too  gallant  a  man,  too  full  of  the  fenfe  of  his  new 
dignity,  to  employ  that  cutting  confolation  to  any 
of  the  perfons  whom,  the  leze  nation  might  bring 
under  the  adminiftration  of  his  executive  powers. 

A  man  is  fallen  indeed,  when  he  is  thus  flattered. 
The  anodyne  draught  of  oblivion,  thus  drugged, 
is  well  calculated  to  preferve  a  galling  wakefulnefs,- 
and  to  feed  the  living  ulcer  of  a  corroding  me- 
mory. Thus  to  adminifter  the  opiate  potion  of 
amnefty,  powdered  with  all  the  ingredients  of 
fcorn  and  contempt,  is  to  hold  to  Ms  lips,  inftead 
of  "  the  balm  of  hurt  minds,"  the  cup  of  human 
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niifery  full  to  the  brim,  and  to  force  him  to  drink 
it  to  the  dregs. 

Yielding  to  reafons,  at  leaft  as  forcible  as  thofe 
which  were  fo  delicately  urged  in  the  compliment 
on  the  new  year,  the  king  of  France  will  probably 
endeavour  to  forget  thefe  events  and  that  compli- 
ment. But  Hiftory,  wha  keeps  a  durable  record 
of  all  our  acts,  and  exercifes  her  awful  cenfure  over 
the  proceedings  of  all  forts  of  fovereigns,  will  not 
forget  either  thofe  events,  or  the  sera  of  this  libe- 
ral refinement  in  the  intercourfe  of  mankind. 
Hiftory  will  record,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  of  October  1789,  the  king  and  queen  of  France, 
after  a  day  of  confufion,  alarm,  difmay,  and  flaugh- 
ter,  lay  down,  under  the  pledged  fecurity  of  pub- 
lick  faith,  to  indulge  nature  in  a  few  hours  of  re- 
fpite,  and  troubled  melancholy  repofe.  From  this 
fleep  the  queen  was  firft  ftartled  by  the  voice  of 
the  centinel  at  her  door,  who  cried  out  to  her,  to 
fave  herfelf  by  flight — that  this  was  the  laft  proof 
of  fidelity  he  could  give — that  they  were  upon  ( 
him,  and.  he  was  dead.  Inftantly  he  was  cut  down. 
A  band  of  cruel  ruffians  and  affaflins,  reeking  with 
his  blood,  rumed  into  the  chamber  of  the  queen, 
and  pierced  with  an  hundred  ftrokes  of  bayonets 
and  poniards  the  bed,  from  whence  this  perfecuted 
woman  had  but  juft  time  to  fly  almoft  naked,  and 
through  ways  unknown  to  the  murderers  had 
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efcapcd  to  fcek  refuge  at  the  feet  of  a  king  and 
hufband,  not  fecure  of  his  own  life  for  a  moment. 
This  king,  to  fay  no  more  of  him,  and  this 
queen,  and  their  infant  children  (who  once  would 
have  been  the  pride  and  hope  of  a  great  and  ge- 
nerous people)  were  then  forced  to  abandon  the 
fanchiary  of  the  molt  fplendid  palace  in  the  world, 
which  they  left  fwimming  in  blood,  polluted  by 
mailacre,  and  ftrewed  with  fcattered  limbs  and 
mutilated  carcafes.  Thence  they  were  conducted 
into  the  capital  of  their  kingdom.  Two  had  been 
{'elected  from  the  unprovoked,  unrefifled,  promif- 
cuous  flaughter,  which  was  made  of  the  gentle- 
men of  birth  and  family  who  compofed  the  king's 
body  guard.  Thefe  two  gentlemen,  with  all  the 
parade  of  an  execution  of  juftice,  were  cruelly  and 
publickly  dragged  to  the  block,  and  beheaded  in 
the  great  court  of  the  palace.  Their  heads  were 
ituck  upon  fpears,  and  led  the  proceflion  ;  whilfl 
the  royal  captives  who  followed  in  the  train  were 
ilowly  moved  along,  amidft  the  horrid  yells,  and 
fiirilling  fcreams,  and  frantick  dances,  and  infa- 
mous contumelies,  and  all  the  unutterable  abomi- 
nations of  the  furies  of  hell,  in  the  abufed  fliape 
of  the  vileft  of  women.  After  they  had  been  made 
to  tafte,  drop  by  drop,  more  than  the  bitternefs  of 
death,  in  the  flow  torture  of  a  journey  of  twelve 
miles,  protracted  to  fix  hours,  they  were,  under  a 
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guard,  compofed  of  thofe  very  foldiers  who  had 
thus  conducted  them  through  this  famous  tri- 
umph, lodged  in  one  of  the  old  palaces  of  Paris, 
now  converted  into  a  Baftile  for  kings. 

Is  this  a  triumph  to  be  confecrated  at  altars  ? 
to  be  commemorated  with  grateful  thankfgiving  ? 
to  be  offered  to  the  divine  humanity  with  fervent 
prayer  and  enthuiiaftick  ejaculation  ? — Thefe  The- 
ban  and  Thracian  orgies,  acted  in  France,  and  ap- 
plauded only  in  the  Old  Jewry,  I  affure  you,  kindle 
prophetick  enthuliafm  in  the  minds  but  of  very 
few  people  in  this  kingdom ;  although  a  faint  and 
apoftle,  who  may  have  revelations  of  his  own,  and 
who  has  fo  completely  vanquifhed  all  the  mean 
fuperftitions  of  the  heart,  may  incline  to  think  it 
pious  and  decorous  to  compare  it  with  the  en- 
trance into  the  world  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  pro- 
claimed in  an  holy  temple  by  a  venerable  fage, 
and  not  long  before  not  worfe  announced  by  the 
voice  of  angels  to  the  quiet  innocence  of  fhep- 
herds. 

At  firft  I  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  this  fit  of 
Unguarded  tranfport.  I  knew,  indeed,  that  the 
fufferings  of  monarehs  make  a  delicious  repaft  to 
fome  fort  of  palates.  There  were  reflections  which 
might  ferve  to  keep  this  appetite  within  fome 
bounds  of  temperance.  But  when  I  took  one 
circumftance  into  my  conlideration,  I  was  obliged 
to  confefs,  that  much  allowance  ought  to  be  made 
.  VOL.  V.  O  for 
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for  the  fociety,  and  that  the  temptation  was  too 
ftrong  for  common  difcretion ;  I  mean,  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  lo  Paean  of  the  triumph,  the  ani- 
mating cry  which  called  "  for  all  the  BISHOPS 
*'  to  be  hanged  on  the  lamp-pofts,"*  might  well 
have  brought  forth  a  burft  of  enthufiafm  on  the 
forefeen  confequences  of  this  happy  day.  I  allow 
to  fo  much  enthuliafm  fome  little  deviation  from 
prudence.  I  allow  this  prophet  to  break  forth 
into  hymns  of  joy  and  thankfgiving  on  an  event 
which  appears  like  the  precurfor  of  the  Millenium, 
and  the  projected  fifth  monarchy,  in  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  ah1  church  eftabliftiments.  There  was, 
however,  (as  in  all  human  affairs  there  is)  in  the 
midft  of  this  joy  fomething  to  exercife  the  pa- 
tience of  thefe  worthy  gentlemen,  and  to  try  the 
long-fuffering  of  their  faith.  The  actual  murder 
of  the  king  and  queen,  and  their  child,  was  want- 
ing to  the  other  aufpicious  circumftances  of  this 
*c  beautiful  day"  The  aclual  nyurder  of  the  bi- 
ihops,  though  called  for  by  fo  many  holy  ejacula- 
tions, was  alfo  wanting.  A  groupe  of  regicide  and 
facrilegious  flaughter,  was  indeed  boldly  fketched, 
but  it  was  only  iketched.  It  unhappily  was  left 
unfinimed,  in  this  great  hiftory-piece  of  the  maf- 
facre  of  innocents.  What  hardy  pencil  of  a  great 
mafter,  from  the  fchool  of  the  rights  of  men,  will 

*  Tous  les  Eveques  a  la  lanterne. 

finifh 
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flnifh  it,  is  to  be  feen  hereafter.  The  age  has  not 
yet  the  compleat  benefit  of  that  diffufion  of  know- 
ledge that  has  undermined  fuperftition  and  error  j 
and  the  king  of  France  wants  another  object  or 
two,  to  confign  to  oblivion,  in  confideration  of  all 
the  good  which  is  to  arife  from  his  own  fuffer- 
ings,  and  the  patriotick  crimes  of  an  enlightened 
age.* 

Although 

*  It  is  proper  here  to  refer  to  a  letter  written  upon  this  fub- 
jcft  by  an  eye-witnefs.  That  eye-witnefs  was  one  of  the  moil 
honeft,  intelligent,  and  eloquent  members  of  the  national  aflem- 
bly,  one  of  the  mod  aftive  and  zealous  reformers  of  the  ftate. 
He  was  obliged  to  fecede  from  the  aflembly ;  and  he  afterwards 
became  a*voluntary  exile,  on  account  of  the  horrors  of  this  pious 
triumph,  and  the  difpolitions  of  men,  who,  profiting  of  crimes, 
if  not  cauling  them,  have  taken  the  lead  in  public  affairs. 

Extract  of  M.  de  Lally  Tollendal's  Second  Letter  to  a  Friend. 

"  Parlons  du  parti  que  j*ai  pris ;  il  eft  bien  juftifie  dans  ma 
confcience. — Ni  cette  ville  coupable,  ni  c'ette  aflemblee  plus 
coupable  encore,  ne  meritoient  que  je  me  juftifie  ;  rriais  j'ai 
a  coeur  qiie  vous,  et  les  perfonnes  qui  penfent  comme  vous,  ne 
me  condamnent  pas.— Ma  fante,  je  vous  jure,  me  rendoit  mes 
fonclions  impoffibles  ;  mais  meme  en  les  mettant  de  cote  il  a 
etc  au-ddfus  de  mes  forces  de  fupporter  plus  longtems  1'horreur 
que  me  caufoit  ce  fangj-^-ces  tetes — cette  reine  prefque  igorgee,—=- 
ce  roi,— amene  efclave, — entrant  a  Paris,  au  milieu  de  fes  af- 
faffins,  et  precede  des  tetes  de  fes  malheureux  gardes. — Ces  per- 
fides  junniffaires,  ces  aflaifins,  ces  femmes  cannibales,  ce  cri  de 
Tous  i  ES  SVEQUES  A  LA  LANTERNE,  dans  le  moment  ou  le  roi 
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Although   this   work   of  our  new  light   and 
knowledge,  did  not  go  to  the  length  that  in  all 

probability 

entre  fa  capitale  avec  deux  eveques  de  fon  confeil  dans  fa  voiturc. 
Un  coup  defujily  que  j'ai  vu  tirer  dans  un  des  caroffes  de  la  reine. 
M.  Bailly  appelant  cela  un  beau  jour.  L'aflemblee  ayant  declare 
froidement  le  matin,  qu'il  n'eteit  pas  de  fa  dignite  d'aller  toute 
entiere  environner  le  roi.  M.  Mirabeau  difant  impunement 
dans  cette  afiemblee,  que  le  vaifleau  de  1'etat,  loin  d'etre  ar- 
rete  dans  fa  courfe,  s'elanceroit  avec  plus  derapidite  que  jamais 
vers  fa  regeneration.  M.  Barnave,  riant  avec  lui,  quand  deb 
flots  de  fang  couloient  autour  de  nous.  Le  vertueux  Mounier* 
echnppant  par  miracle  a.  vingt  affaffins,  qui  avoient  voulu  faire 
de  fa  tete  un  trophee  de  plus. 

"  Voil^  ce  qui  me  fit  j'-irer  de  ne  plus  mettre  le  pied  dans  cette 
caverne  if  Antropopbage.s  [the  national  aflembly]  ou  je  n'avois 
plus  de  force  d'elever  la  voix,  ou  depuis  fix  femaines  je  1'avois 
elevee  en  vain.  Moi,  Mounier,  et  tous  les  honnetes  gens,  ont 
]e  dernier  effort  a  faire  pour  le  bien  etoit  d'en  fortir.  Aucune 
idee  de  crainte  ne  s'eft  approchee  de  moi.  Je  rougirois  de  m'en 
defendre.  J'avois  encore  regu  fur  la  route  de  la  part  de  ce  peu- 
ple,  moins  coupable  que  ceux  qui  1'oHt  enivre  de  fureur,  de? 
acclamations,  et  dcs  appkiudiflcmcnts,  dont  d'autres  auroient 
cte  flattea,  et  qui  m'ont  fait  fremir.  C'ell  al'lndigaatioa,  c'eft 
a  1'horreur,  c'eft  aux  convuHions  phyfiques,  que  le  feul  afpecl: 
du  fang  me  fait  eprouver  que  j'ai  cede.  On  brave  une  feule 
mort ;  on  la  brave  plufieurs  ibis,  quand  elle  peut  etre  utile. 
Mais  aucune  pmflance  fous  le  ciel,  mais  aucune  opiuion  publi- 
que  ou  privee  n'ont  le  droit  de  me  condamner  a  fouffrir  inutile- 


*  N.  B.  Mr.  Mounier  was  then  fpcakcr  of  the  national  affembly.  He  has 
fince  been  obliged  to  live  in  exile,  though  one  of  the  firmed  afTertors  of 
liberty. 

meat 
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probability  it  was  intended  it  mould  be  carried; 
yet  I  muft  think,  that  fuch  treatment  of  any  hu- 
man creatures  muft  be  mocking  to  any  but  thofe 
who  are  made  for  accompliftiing  revolutions.  But 
I  cannot  ftop  here.  Influenced  by  the  inborn  feel- 
ings of  my  nature,  and  not  being  illuminated  by 
a  fmgle  ray  of  this  new-fprung  modern  light,  I 
confefs  to  you,  Sir,  that  the  exalted  rank  of  the 
perfons  fuffering,  and  particularly  the  fex,  the 
beauty,  and  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  defcend- 
ant  of  fo  many  kings  and  emperors,  with  the  ten- 
der age  of  royal  infants,  infenfible  only  through 
infancy  and  innocence  of  the  cruel  outrages  to 
which  their  parents  were  expofed,  inflead  of  being 
a  fubjecl:  of  exultation,  adds  not  a  little  to  my 
fenfibility  on  that  moft  melancholy  occalion. 

I  hear  that  the  auguft  perfon,  who  was  the 
principal  object  of  our  preacher's  triumph,  though 
he  fupported  himfelf,  felt  much  on  that  mameful 

ment  mille  fupplices  par  minute,  et  a  perir  de  defefpoir,  de  rage, 
au  milieu  des  triatnpbes,  du  crime  que  je  n'ai  pu  arreter.  Ils  me 
profcriront,  ils  confifqueront  mes  biens.  Je  iabourerai  la  tcrre, 
et  je  ne  les  verrai  plus.  Voila  ma  ju unification.  Vous  pourrez 
la  lire,  la  montrer,  la  lairTer  copier  ;  taut  pis  pour  ceux  qui  ne 
la  comprendront  pas ;  ce  ne  fcra  alors  moi  qui  auroit  eu  tort  de 
la  leur  donner." 

This  military  man  1ml  not  fo  good  nerves  as  the  peaceable 
gentleman  of  the  Old  Jewry. — See  IvTonf.  Mounier's  narrative 
ofthefe  tranfactions  ;  a  man  ;>.llb  of  honour  and  virtue,  and  ta- 
lents, and  therefore  a  fugitive. 

O   ^  occafion. 
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occafion.  As  a  man,  it  became  him  to  feel  for 
his  wife  and  his  children,  and  the  faithful  guards 
of  his  perfon,  that  were  maffacred  in  cold 
blood  about  him  ;  as  a  prince,  it  became  him  to 
feel  for  the  ftrange  and  frightful  transformation 
of  his  civilized  fubjecl's,and  to  be  more  grieved  for 
them,  than  folicitous  for  himfelf.  It  derogates 
little  from  his  fortitude,  while  it  adds  infinitely 
to  the  honour  of  his  humanity.  I  am  very  forry 
to  fay  it,  very  forry  indeed,  that  fuch  perfonages 
are  in  a  fituation  in  which  it  is  not  unbecoming  in 
us  to  praife  the  virtues  of  the  great. 

I  hear,  and  I  rejoice  to  hear, that  the  great  lady, 
the  other  object  of  the  triumph,  has  borne  that 
day  (one  is  interefted  that  beings  made  for  fuffer- 
ing  mould  fufFer  well)  and  that  me  bears  all  the 
fucceeding  days,  that  flie  bears  the  imprifonment 
of  her  hufband,  and  her  own  captivity,  and  the 
exile  of  her  friends,  and  the  infulting  adulation  of 
addreffes,  and  the  whole  weight  of  her  accumu- 
lated wrongs,  with  a  ferene  patience,  in  a  man- 
ner fuited  to  l^er  rank  and  race,  and  becoming 
the  offspring  of  a  fovercign  diRinguifhed  for  her 
piety  and  her  courage ;  that  like  her  me  has  lofty 
fentiments ;  that  fhe  feels  with  the  dignity  of  a 
Roman  matron;  that  in  the  laft  extremity  me 
will  fave  herfelf  from  the  laft  difgrace,  and  that  if 
me  mud  fall,  flic  will  fall  by  no  ignoble  hand. 

It  is  now  fixteen  or  feventeen  years  fmce  I  faw 

the 
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the  queen  of  France,  then  the  dauphinefs,  at  Ver- 
failles ;  and  furely  never  lighted  on  this  orb, 
which  me  hardly  feemed  to  touch,  a  more  delight- 
ful vifion.  I  faw  her  juft  above  the  horizon,  de- 
corating and  cheering  the  elevated  fphere  fhe  juft 
began  to  move  in, — glittering  like  the  morning- 
ftar,  full  of  life,  and  fplendour,  and  joy.  Oh ! 
what  a  revolution !  and  what  an  heart  muft  I 
have,  to  contemplate  without  emotion  that  eleva- 
tion and  that  fall !  Little  did  I  dream  when  fhe 
added  titles  of  veneration  to  thofe  of  enthuliaftick, 
diftant,  refpeclful  love,  that  me  mould  ever  be 
obliged  to  carry  the  (harp  antidote  againft  difgrace 
.concealed  in  that  boibm ;  little  did  I  dream  that  I 
mould  have  lived  to  fee  fuch  difafters  fallen  upon 
her  in  a  nation  of  gallant  men,  in  a  nation  of  men 
of  honour  and  of  cavaliers.  I  thought  ten  thou- 
fand  fwords  muft  have  leaped  from  their  fcabbards 
to  avenge  even  a  look  that  threatened  her  with  inr 
fult.  But  the  age  of  chivalry  is  gone.  That  of 
fophifters,  ceconomifts,  and  calculators,  has  fuc- 
ceeded;  and  the  glory  of  Europe  is  extinguished 
for  ever.  Never,  never  more,  mail  we  behold  that 
generous  loyalty  to  rank  and  fex,  that  proud  fub- 
miflion,  that  dignified  obedience,  that  fubordina- 
tion  of  the  heart>  which  kept  alive,  even  in  fervi- 
tude  itfelf,  the  fpirit  of  an  exalted  freedom.  The 
unbought  grace  of  life,  the  cheap  defence  of  r.a- 
O  4  tions, 
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tions,  the  nurfe  of  manly  ientiment  and  heroick 
cnterprize  is  gone  !  It  is  gone,  that  fenfibility  of 
principle,  that  chaftity  of  honour,  which  felt  a 
ftain  like  a  wound,  which  infpired  courage  whilft 
it  mitigated  ferocity,  which  ennobled  whatever  it 
touched,  and  under  which  vice  itfelf  loft  half  its 
evil,  by  lofmg  all  its  grofTnefs. 

This  mixed  fyftem  of  opinion  and  fentiment 
had  its  origin  in  the  antient  chivalry ;  and  the 
principle,  though  varied  in  its  appearance  by  the 
varying  ftate  of  human  affairs,  fubfifted  and  in- 
fluenced through  a  long  fucceflion  of  generations, 
even  to  the  time  we  live  in.  If  it  fhould  ever  be 
totally  extinguifhed,  the  lofs  I  fear  will  be  great, 
It  is  this  which  has  given  its  character  to  modern 
Europe.  It  is  this  which  has  diftinguimed  it  un- 
der  all  its  forms  of  government,  and  diftinguimed 
it  to  its  advantage,  from  the  ftates  of  Afia,  and 
poflibly  from  thofe  ftates  which  flouriihed  in  the 
moft  brilliant  periods  of  the  antique  world.  It 
was  this,  which,  without  confounding  ranks,  had 
produced  a  noble  equality,  and  handed  it  down 
through  all  the  gradations  of  focial  life.  It  was 
this  opinion  which  mitigated  kings  into  compa- 
nions, and  raifed  private  merj  to  be  fellows  with 
kings.  Without  force,  or  oppo/ition,  it  fubdued 
the  fiercenefs  of  pride  ancl  power ;  it  obliged  fo- 
yereigns  to  fubmit  to  the  foft  collar  of  focial 

efteeiTij 
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efteem,  compelled  ftern  authority  to  fubmit  to  ele- 
gance, and  gave  a  domination  vanquisher  of  laws, 
to  be  fubdued  by  manners. 

But  now  all  is  to  be  changed.  All  the  pleafmg 
illulions,  which  made  power  gentle,  and  obedience 
liberal,  which  harmonized  the  different  Ihades  of 
life,  and  which,  by  a  bland  aflimilation,  incorpo- 
rated into  politicks  the  fentiments  which  beautify 
and  foften  private  fociety,  are  to  be  diffolved  by 
this  new  conquering  empire  of  light  and  reafon. 
All  the  decent  drapery  of  life  is  to  be  rudely  torn 
off.  All  the  fuper added  ideas,  fur  mined  from  the 
wardrobe  of  a  moral  imagination,  which  the  heart 
owns,  and  the  underftanding  ratines,  as  neceffary 
to  cover  the  defects  of  our  naked  fhivering  na- 
ture, and  to  raife  it  to  dignity  in  our  own  eftima- 
tion,  are  to  be  exploded  as  a  ridiculous,  abfurd, 
and  antiquated  faihion. 

On  this  fcheme  of  things,  a  king  is  but  a  man, 
a  queen  is  but  a  woman  j  a  woman  is  but  an  ani- 
mal ;  and  an  animal  not  of  the  higheft  order.  All 
homage  paid  to  the  fex  in  general  as  fuch,  and 
without  diftincT:  views,  is  to  be  regarded  as  ro- 
mance and  folly.  Regicide,  and  parricide,  and 
facrilege,  are  but  fictions  of  fuperftition,  corrupt- 
ing jurifprudence  by  deftroying  its  limplicity. 
The  murder  of  a  king,  or  a  queen,  or  a  bilhop,  or 
a  father,  are  only  common  homicide ;  and  if  the 
people  are  by  any  chance,  or  in  any  way  gainers 

by 
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by  it,  a  fort  of  homicide  much  the  moft  pardon- 
able, and  into  which  we  ought  not  to  make  too 
fevere  a  fcrutiny. 

On  the  fcheme  of  this  barbarous  philofophy, 
which  is  the  offspring  of  cold  hearts  and  muddy 
under  ftandings,  and  which  is  as  void  of  foltd  wif- 
dom,  as  it  is  deftitute  of  all  tafte  and  elegance, 
Laws  are  to  be  fupported  only  by  their  own  ter- 
rors, and  by  the  concern,  which  each  individual 
may  find  in  them,  from  his  own  private  fpecula- 
tions,  or  can  fpare  to  them  from  his  own  private 
interefts.  In  the  groves  of  their  academy,  at  the 
end  of  every  vifto,  you  fee  nothing  but  the  gal- 
lows. Nothing  is  left  which  engages  the  affections 
on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth.  On  the  princi- 
ples of  this  mcchanick  philofophy,  our  inftitutions 
can  never  be  embodied,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expref- 
fion,  in  perfons  ;  fo  as  to  create  in  us  love,  vene- 
ration, admiration,  or  attachment.  But  that  fort 
of  reafon  which  banifhes  the  affections  is  incapa- 
ble of  filling  their  place,  thefe  publick  affections, 
combined  with  manners,  are  required  fometimes  as 
Supplements,  fometimes  as  correctives,  always  as 
aids  to  law.  The  precept  given  by  a  wife  man,  as  well 
as  a  great  critic,  for  the  conftruction  of  poems,  is 
equally  true  as  to  ftates.  Non  fat  is  ejl  pulchra  effe 
pocmata,  dulda  Junto.  There  ought  to  be  a  fyftem 
of  manners  in  every  nation  which  a  well-formed 
mind  would  be  difpofed  to  rcliih.  To  make  us 
love  our  country,  our  country  ought  to  be  lovely. 
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But  power,  of  fome  kind  or  other,  will  furvive 
the  fhock  in  which  manners  and  opinions  perifh ; 
and  it  will  find  other  and  worfe  means  for  its  fup- 
port.  The  ufurpation  which,  in  order  to  fubvert 
antient  inftitutions,  has  deftroyed  antient  princi- 
ples, will  hold  power  by  arts  fimilar  to  thofe  by 
which  it  has  acquired  it.  When  the  old  feudal 
and  chivalrous  fpirit  of  fealty  which,  by  freeing 
kings  from  fear,  freed  both  kings  and  fubjefts 
from  the  precautions  of  tyranny,  mall  be  extinct 
in  the  minds  of  men,  plots  and  aiTailinations  will 
be  anticipated  by  preventive  murder  and  preven- 
tive confifcation,  and  that  long  roll  of  grim  and 
bloody  maxims,  which  form  the  political  code  of 
all  power,  not  ftanding  on  its  own  honour,  and 
the  honour  of  thofe  who  are  to  obey  it.  Kings 
will  be  tyrants  from  policy  when  fubjecls  are  re- 
bels from  principle. 

When  antient  opinions  and  rules  of  life  are 
taken  away,  the  lofs  cannot  poffibly  be  eftimatecl. 
From  that  moment  we  have  no  compafs  to  go- 
vern us  ;  nor  can  we.  know  diftinctly  to  what  port 
we  fteer.  Europe  undoubtedly,  taken  in  a  mafs, 
was  in  a  flourifhing  condition  the  day  on  which 
your  revolution  was  compleated.  How  much  of 
that  profperous  ftate  was  owing  to  the  fpirit  of  our 
old  manners  and  opinions  Is  not  eafy  to  fay  ;  but 
as  fuch  caufes  cannot  be  indifferent  in  their  opera- 
tion, 
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tion,  we  muft  prefume,  that,  on  the  whole,  their 
operation  was  beneficial. 

We  are  but  too  apt  to  confider  things  in  the 
ftate  in  which  we  find  them,  without  fufficiently 
adverting  to  the  caufes  by  which  they  have  been 
produced,  and  poflibly  may  be  upheld.  Nothing 
is  more  certain,  than  that  our  manners,  our  civi- 
lization, and  all  the  good  things  which  are  con- 
nected with  manners,  and  with  civilization,  have, 
in  this  European  world  of  ours,  depended  for  ages 
upon  two  principles  ;  and  were  indeed  the  refult 
of  both  combined  ;  I  mean  the  fpirit  of  a  gentle- 
man, and  the  fpirit  of  religion.  The  nobility  and 
the  clergy,  the  one  by  profeflion,  the  other  by  pa- 
tronage, kept  learning  in  exiflence,  even  in  the 
midft  of  arms  and  confufions,  and  whilft  govern- 
ments were  rather  in  their  caufes  than  formed. 
Learning  paid  back  what  it  received  to  nobility 
and  to  priefthood  ;  and  paid  it  with  ufury,  by  en- 
larging their  ideas,  and  by  furniming  their  minds. 
Happy  if  they  had  all  continued  to  know  their  in^ 
(diffoluble  union,  and  their  proper  place !  Happy  if 
learning,  not  debauched  by  ambition,  had  been 
fatisfied  to  continue  the  inflructor,  and  not  afpired 
to  be  the  matter !  Along  with  its  natural  pro- 
tectors and  guardians,  learning  will  be  caft  into, 
the  mire,  and  trodden  down  under  the  hoofs  of  a 
fwinifli  multitude. 

if, 
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If,  as  I  fufpeft,  modern  letters  owe  more  than 
they  are  always  willing  to  own  to  antient  man- 
ners, fo  do  other  interefts  which  we  value  full  as 
much  as  they  are  worth.  Even  commerce,  and 
trade,  and  manufacture,  the  gods  of  our  oecono- 
mical  politicians,  are  themfelves  perhaps  but  crea- 
tures ;  are  themfelves  but  effects,  which,  as  firil 
caufes,  we  choofe  to  worfliip.  They  certainly 
grew  under  the  fame  made  in  which  learning 
flourished.  They  too  may  decay  with  their  na- 
tural protecting  principles.  With  you,  for  the 
prefent  at  leaft,  they  all  threaten  to  difappear  to- 
gether. Where  trade  and  manufactures  are  want- 
ing to  a  people,  and  the  fpirit  of  nobility  and  re- 
ligion remains,  fentiment  fupplies,  and  not  always 
ill  fupplies  their  .place;  but  if  commerce  and  the 
arts  Ihould  be  loft  in  an  experiment  to  try  how 
well  a  ftate  may  ftand  without  thefe  old  funda- 
mental principled,  what  fort  cf  a  thing  muft  be  a 
nation  of  grofs,  ftupid,  ferocious,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  poor  and  fordid  barbarians,  deftitute  of  re- 
ligion, honour,  or  manly  pride,  poiTefling  nothing 
at  prefent,  and  hoping  for  nothing  hereafter  ? 

I  wifli  you  may  not  be  going  faft,  and  by  the 
morteil  cut,  to  that  horrible  and  difs;uilful  fitua- 

O 

tion.  Already  there  appears  a  poverty  of  concep- 
tion, a  coarfenefs  and  vulgarity  in  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  affembly  and  of  all  their  inftructors. 

Their 
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Their  liberty  is  not  liberal.  Their  fcienee  is  pre- 
fumptuous  ignorance.  Their  humanity  is  favage 
and  brutal. 

It  is  not  clear,  whether  in  England  we  learned 
thofe  grand  and  decorous  principles,  and  man- 
ners, of  which  confiderable  traces  yet  remain, 
from  you,  or  whether  you  took  them  from  us. 
But  to  you,  I  think,  we  trace  them  beft.  You 
feem  to  me  to  be — gentis  incunabula  noftr<z.  France 
has  always  more  or  lefs  influenced  manners  in 
England  ;  and  when  your  fountain  is  choaked  up 
and  polluted,  the  ftream  will  not  run  long,  or  not 
run  clear  with  us,  or  perhaps  with  any  nation. 
This  gives  all  Europe,  in  my  opinion,  but  too 
clofe  and  connected  a  concern  in  what  is  done  in 
France.  Excufe  me,  therefore,  if  I  have  dwelt 
too  long  on  the  atrocious  fpedacle  of  the  fixth  of 
October  1789,  or.  have  given  too  much  fcope  to 
the  reflections  which  have  arifen  in  my  mind  on 
occafion  of  the  moft  important  of  all  revolutions, 
which  may  be  dated  from  that  day,  I  mean  a  re- 
volution in  fentiments,  manners,  and  moral  opi- 
nions. As  things  now  ftand,  with  every  thing 
refpeclable  deftroyed  without  us,  and  an  attempt 
to  deftroy  within  us  every  principle  of  refpecl,  one 
is  almoft  forced  to  apologize  for  harbouring  the 
common  feelings  of  men. 

Why  do  I  feel  fo  differently  from  the  Reverend 

Dr. 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  2O/ 

Dr.  Price,  and  thofe  of  his  lay  flock,  who  will 
choofe  to  adopt  the  fentiments  of  his  difcourfe  ? — 
for  this  plain  reafon — becaufe  it  is  natural  I  fhould ; 
becaufe  we  are  fo  made  as  to  be  affected  at  fuch 
fpectacles  with  melancholy  fentiments  upon  the 
unftable  condition  of  mortal  profperity,  and  the 
tremendous  uncertainty  of  human  grcatnefs  ;  be- 
caufe in  thofe  natural  feelings  we  learn  great  lef- 
fons;  becaufe  in  events  like  tltefe  our  paffions  in- 
ftruct  our  reafon  ;  becaufe  when  kings  are  hurled 
from  their  thrones  by  the  Supreme  Director  of 
this  great  drama,  and  become  the-  objects  of  in- 
fult  to  the  bafe,  and  of  pity  to  the  good,  we  be- 
hold fuch  difafters  in  the  moral,  as  we  mould  be- 
hold a  miracle  in  the  phyiical  order  of  things. 
We  are  alarmed  into  reflection;  our  minds  (as  it 
has  long  fince  been  obfervcd)  are  purified  by  ter- 
ror and  pity;  our  weak  unthinking  pride  is  hum- 
bled, under  the  difpenfations  of  a  myfterious  wif- 
dom.  Some  tears  might  be  drawn  from  me,  if 
fuch  a  fpectacle  were  exhibited  on  the  ftage.  I 
fliould  be  truly  afliamed  of  finding  in  myfelf  that 
fuperficial,  theatrick  fenfe  of  painted  diflrefs,  whilft 
I  could  exult  over  it  in  real  life.  With  fuch  a 
perverted  mind,  I  could  never  venture  to  {hew  my 
face  at  a  tragedy.  People  would  think  the  tears 
that  Garrick  formerly,  or  that  Siddons  not  long 
fince,  have  extorted  from  me;  were  the  tears  ot 

hypocrify ; 
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hypocrify ;  I  mould  know  them  to  be  the  tears 
of  folly. 

Indeed  the  theatre  is  a  better  fchool  of  moral 
fentiments  than  churches,  where  the  feelings  of 
humanity  are  thus  outraged.  Poets  who  have 
to  deal  with  an  audience  not  yet  graduated  in  the 
fchool  of  the  rights  of  men,  and  who  muft  apply 
themfelves  to  the  moral  conftitution  of  the  heart, 
would  not  dare  to  produce  fuch  a  triumph  as  a 
matter  of  exultation.  There,  where  men  follow 
their  natural  impulfes,  they  would  not  bear  the 
odious  maxims  of  a  Machiavelian  policy,  whether 
applied  to  the  attainment  of  monarchial  or  de- 
mocratick  tyranny.  They  would  reject  them  on 
the  modern,  as  they  once  did  on  the  antient  ftage, 
where  they  could  not  bear  even  the  hypothetical 
proportion  of  fuch  wickednefs  in  the  mouth  of  a 
perfonatcd  tyrant,  though  fuitable  to  the  charac- 
ter he  fuftained.  No  theatrick  audience  in  Athens 
would  bear  what  has  been  borne,  in  the  midft  of 
the  real  tragedy  of  this  triumphal  day  ;  a  princi- 
pal aftor  weighing,  as  it  were  in  fcales  hung  in  a 
fliop  of  horrors, — fo  much  actual  crime  againft  fo 
much  contingent  advantage, — and  after  putting  in 
and  out  weights,  declaring  that  the  balance  was 
on  the  fide  of  the  advantages.  They  would  not 
bear  to  fee  the  crimes  of  new  democracy  pofted  as 
in  a  ledger  againft  the  crimes  of  old  defpotifm, 

and 
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and  the  book-keepers  of  politicks  finding  demo- 
cracy ftill  in  debt,  but  by  no  means  unable  or  un- 
willing to  pay  the  balance.  In  the  theatre,  the 
iirft  intuitive  glance,  without  any  elaborate  pro- 
cefs  of  reafoning,  would  mew,  that  this  method 
of  political  computation,  would  juftify  every  ex- 
tent of  crime.  They  would  fee,  that  on  thefe 
principles,  even  where  the  very  worft  acts  were 
not  perpetrated,  it  was  owing  rather  to  the  for- 
tune of  the  confpirators  than  to  their  parfimony 
in  the  expenditure  of  treachery  and  blood.  They 
would  foon  fee,  that  criminal  means  once  tole- 
rated are  foon  preferred.  They  prefent  a  fhofter- 
cut  to  the  object  than  through  the  highway  of 
the  moral  virtues.  Juftifying  perfidy  and  murder 
for  publick  benefit,  publick  benefit  would  foon  be- 
come the  pretext,  and  perfidy  and  murder  the 
end  j  until  rapacity,  malice,  revenge,  and  fear- 
more  dreadful  than  revenge,  could  fatiate  their  in- 
fatiable  appetites.  Such  muft  be  the  confequences 
of  lofing  in  the  fplendour  of  thefe  triumphs  of 
the  rights  of  men,  all  natural  fenfe  of  wrong  and 
right. 

But  the  reverend  paftor  exults  in  this  "  leading 
"  in  triumph,"  becaufe  truly  Louis  the  Sixteenth 
was  "  an  arbitrary  monarch  j"  that  is,  in  other 
words,  neither  more  nor  lefs,  than  becaufe  he  was 
Louis  the  Sixteenth,  and  becaufe  he  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  born  king  of  France,  with  the  prero- 

VOL.  V.  P  gatives 
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gativcs  of  which,  a  long  line  of  anccflors,  and  a 
long  acquiefcence  of  the  people,  without  any  act  of 
his,  had  put  him  in  poffeflion.  A  misfortune  it 
has  indeed  turned  out  to  him,  that  he  was  born 
king  of  France.  But  mis-fortune  is  not  crime^  nor 
is  indifcretion  always  the  greatcft  guilt.  I  lhall 
never  think  that  a  prince,  the  acts  of  whole  whole 
feign  were  a  fcries  of  concefiions  to  his  fubjecls, 
who  was  willing  to  relax  his  authority,  to  remit 
his  prerogatives,  to  call  his  people  to  a  {hare  of 
freedom,  not  known,  perhaps  not  defired  by  their 
.tnccftors  ;  fuch  a  prince,  though  he  fhould  be  fub- 
ject  to  the  common  frailties  attached  to  men  and 
to  princes,  though  he  mould  have  once  thought 
it  neceflary  to  provide  force  againft  the  defperate 
defigns  manifeftly  carrying  on  againft  his  perfon, 
itnd  the  remnants  of  his  authority  ;  though  all 
this  mould  be  taken  into  confideration,  I  mall  be 
led  with  great  difficulty  to  think  he  deferves  the 
cruel  and  infulting  triumph  of  Paris,  and  of  Dr. 
Price.  I  tremble  for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  from 
fuch  an  example  to  kings.  I  tremble  for  the  caufe 
of  humanity,  in  the  unpunifhed  outrages  of  the 
moft  wicked  of  mankind.  But  there  are  fome 
pteople  of  that  low  and  degenerate  fafliion  of  mind, 
that  they  look  up  with  a  fort  of  complacent  awe 
and  admiration  to  kings,  who  know  to  keep  firm 
in  their  feat,  to  hold  a  ft  rid  hand  over  their  fub- 
jects,  to  aflert  their  prerogative,  and  by  the  awa- 
kened 
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ened  vigilance  of  a  fevere  defpotifm,  to  .guard 
againft  the  very  firft  approaches  of  freedom. 
Againft  fuch  as  thefe  they  never  elevate  their 
voice.  Deferters  from  principle,  lifted  with  for* 
tune,  they  never  fee  any  good  in  fuffering  virtue, 
nor  any  crime  in  profperous  ufurpation. 

If  it  could  have  been  made  clear  to  me,  that  the 
king  and  queen  of  France  (thofe  I  mean  who  were 
fuch  before  the  triumph)  were  inexorable  and 
cruel  tyrants,  that  they  had  formed  a  deliberate 
fcheme  for  maffacring  the  national  aflembly  (I 
think  I  have  feen  fomething  like  the  latter  infinu- 
ated  in  certain  publications),  I  fhould  think  their 
captivity  juft.  If  this  be  true,  much  more  ought 
to  have  been  done,  but  done,  in  my  opinion,  in 
another  manner.  The  punifhment  of  real  tyrants 
is  a  noble  and  .awful  act  of  juftice ;  and  it  has  with 
truth  been  faid  to  be  confolatory  to  the  human 
mind.  But  if  I  were  to  punim  a  wicked  king,  I 
(hould  regard  the  dignity  in  avenging  the  crime. 
Juftice  is  grave  and  decorous,  and  in  its  puniih- 
ments  rather  feems  to  fubmit  to  a  neceflity,  than 
to  make  a  choice.  Had  Nero,  or  Agrippina,  or1 
Louis  the  Eleventh,  or  Charles  the  Ninth,  been 
the  fubjecl ;  if  Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden, 
after  the  murder  of  Patkul,  or  his  predeceflbr 
Chriftina,  after  the  murder  of  Monaldefchi,  had 
fallen  into  your  hands,  Sir,  or  into  mine,  I  am 

fure  our  conducl  would  have  been  different. 

Pa  If 
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If  the  French  king,  or  king  of  the  French,  (or 
by  whatever  name  he  is  known  in  the  new  vo- 
cabulary of  your  conftitution)  has  in  his  own  per- 
fon,  and  that  of  his  queen,  really  dcferved  thefe 
unavowed  but  unavenged  murderous  attempts, 
and  thofe  fubfequent  indignities  more  cruel  than 
murder,  fuch  a  perfon  would  ill  deferve  even  that 
fubordinate  executory  truft,  which  I  undcrftand 
is  to  be  placed  in  him  ;  nor  is  he  fit  to  be  called 
chief  in  a  nation  which  he  has  outraged  and  op- 
preffed.  A  worie  choice  for  fuch  an  office  in  a 
new  commonwealth,  than  that  of  a  depofed  ty- 
rant, could  not  pofiibly  be  made.  But  to  degrade 
and  infult  a  man  as  the  worft  of  criminals,  and  af- 
terwards to  truft  him  in  your  higheft  concerns,  as 
a  faithful,  honed,  and  zealous  fervant,  is  not  con- 
iiftent  in  reafoning,  nor  prudent  in  policy,  nor 
fafe  in  practice.  Thofe  who  could  make  fuch  an 
appointment  muft  be  guilty  of  a  more  flagrant 
breach  of  truft  than  any  they  have  yet  committed 
againft  the  people.  As  this  is  the  only  crime  in 
which  your  leading  politicians  could  have  acted 
incontinently,  I  conclude  that  there  is  no  fort  of 
ground  for  thefe  horrid  inilnuations.  I  think  no 
better  of  all  the  other  calumnies. 

In  England,  we  give  no  credit  to  them.  We 
are  generous  enemies  :  we  are  faithful  allies.  We 
fpurn  from  us  with  difguft  and  indignation  the 
flanders  of  thofe  who  bring  us  their  anecdotes 

with 
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with  the  atteftation  of  the  flower-de-luce  on  their 
fhoulder.  We  have  Lord  George  Gordon  faft  in 
Newgate  ;  and  neither  his  being  a  publick  profe- 
Jyte  to  Judaifm,  nor  his  having,  in  his  zeal  againft 
catholick  priefts  and  all  fort  of  ecclefiafticks,  raifed 
a  mob^excufe  the  term,  it  is  ftill  in  ufe  here) 
which  pulled  down  all  our  prifons,  have  preferved 
to  him  a  liberty,  of  which  he  did  not  render  him- 
felf  worthy  by  a  virtuous  ufe  of  it.  We  have  re- 
built Newgate,  and  tenanted  the  manfion.  We 
have  prifons  almoft  as  ftrong  as  the  Baftile,  for 
thofe  who  dare  to  libel  the  queens  of  France.  In 
this  fpiritual  retreat,  let  the  noble  libeller  remain. 
Let  him  there  meditate  on  his  Thalmud,  until  he 
learns  a  conduct  more  becoming  his  birth  and 
parts,  and  not  fo  difgraceful  to  the  antient  reli- 
gion to  which  he  has  become  a  profelyte  ;  or  until 
fome  perfons  from  your  fide  of  the  water,  to 
pleafe-your  new  Hebrew  brethren,  fhall  ranfom 
him.  He  may  then  be  enabled  to  purchafe,  with 
the  old  hoards  of  the  fynagogue,  and  a  very  fmall 
poundage,  on  the  long  compound  interefl  of  the 
thirty  pieces  of  filver  (Dr.  Price  has  {hewn  us  what 
miracles  compound  interefl  will  perform  in  1790 
years)  the  lands  which  are  lately  difcovered  to. 
have  been  ufurped  by  the  Gallican  church.  Send 
us  your  popifh  archbifhop  of  Paris,  and  we  will 
fend  you  our  proteftant  Rabbin.  We  fhall  treat 
the  perfon  you  fend  us  in  exchange  like  a  gentle- 

P  3  man 
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man  and  an  honeft  man,  as  he  is ;  but  pray  let  him 
bring  with  him  the  fund  of  his  hofpitality,  bounty, 
and  charity  ;  and,  depend  upon  it,  we  mall  never 
confifcate  a  milling  of  that  honourable  and  pious 
fund,  nor  think  of  enriching  the  treafury  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  poor-box. 

To  tell  you  the  truth,  my  dear  Sir,  I  think  the 
honour  of  our  nation  to  be  fomewhat  concerned 
in  the  difclaimer  of  the  proceedings  of  this  fociety 
of  the  Old  Jewry  and  the  London  Tavern.  I  have 
no  man's  proxy.  I  fpeak  only  for  myfelf ;  when 
I  difclaim,  as  I  do  with  all  poilible  earneftnefs,  all 
communion  with  the  actors  in  that  triumph,  or 
with  the  admirers  of  it.  When  I  affert  any  thing 
elfe,  as  concerning  the  people  of  England,  I  fpeak 
from  obfervation,  not  from  authority;  but  I  fpeak 
from  the  experience  I  have  had  in  a  pretty  exten- 
live  and  mixed  communication  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  kingdom,  of  all  defcriptions  and 
ranks,  and  after  a  courfe  of  attentive  obfervation, 
began  early  in  life,  and  continued  for  near  forty 
years.  I  have  often  been  aftoniihed,  confidcring 
that  we  are  divided  fronVyou  but  by  a  flender  dyke 
of  about  twenty-four  miles,  and  that  the  mutual 
intercourfe  between  the  two  countries  has  lately 
been  very  great,  to  find  how  little  you  feem  to 
know  of  us.  I  fufpecl:  that  this  is  owing  to  your 
forming  a  judgment  of  this  nation  from  certain 
publications,  which  do,  very  erroneoufly,  if  they 

do 
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do  at  all,  reprefent  the  opinions  and  difpofitions 
generally  prevalent  in  England.  The  vanity, 
reftleffnefs,  petulance,  and  fpirit  of  intrigue  of  fe- 
veral  petty  cabals,  who  attempt  to  hide  their  total 
want  of  confequence  in  buftle  and  noife,  and  puff- 
ing, and  mutual  quotation  of  each  other,  makes 
you  imagine  that  our  contemptuous  neglect  of 
their  abilities  is  a  mark  of  general  acquiefcence  in 
their  opinions.  No  iiich  thing,  1  allure  you.  Be- 
caufe  half  a  dozen  grafhoppers  under  a  fern  make 
the  field  ring  with  their  importunate  chink,  whilft 
thoufands  of  great  cattle,  repofed  beneath  the  fha- 
dow  of  the  Britiih  oak,  chew  the  cud  and  are 
filent,  pray  do  not  imagine,  that  thofe  who  make 
the  noife  are  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  field ;  that 
of  courfe,  they  are  many  in  number  ;  or  that, 
after  all,  they  are  other  than  the  'little  ihrivelled, 
meagre,  hopping,  though  loud  and  troublefome 
infects  of  the  hour. 

I  almoft  venture  to  affirm,  that  not  one  in  a 
hundred  amongft  us  participates  in  the  "  triumph" 
of  the  revolution  fociety.  If  the  king  and  queen 
of  France,  and  their  children,  were  to  fall  into  our 
hands  by  the  chance  of  war,  in  the  moft  acrimo- 
nious of  all  hoftilities  (I  deprecate  fuch  an  event, 
I  deprecate  fuch  hoftility)  they  would  be  treated 
with  another  fort  of  triumphal  entry  into  London. 
We  formerly  have  had  a  king  of  France  in  that 
lituation  ;  you  have  read  how  he  was  treated  by 
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the  victor  in  the  field ;  and  in  what  manner  he 
was  afterwards  received  in  England.  Four  hun- 
dred years  have  gone  over  us  ;  but  I  believe  we  are 
not  materially  changed  fince  that  period.  Thanks 
to  our  fullen  reiiftance  to  innovation,  thanks  to 
the  cold  fluggifhnefs  of  our  national  character, 
we  ftill  bear  the  flamp  of  our  forefathers.  We 
have  not  (as  I  conceive)  loft  the  gcnerofity  and 
dignity  of  thinking  of  the  fourteenth  century  ;  nor 
as  yet  have  we  fubtilized  ourfelves  into  iavages. 
We  are  not  the  converts  of  Rouffcau;  we  are  not 
the  difciples  of  Voltaire ;  Helvetius  has  made  no 
progrefs  amongft  us.  Atheifts  are  not  our  preach- 
ers ;  madmen  are  not  our  lawgivers.  We  know 
that  ive  have  made  no  difcoveries  ;  and  we  think 
that  no  difcoveries  are  to  be  made,  in  morality  ; 
nor  many  in  the  great  principles  of  government, 
nor  in  the  ideas  of  liberty,  which  were  under- 
ftood  long  before  we  were  born,  altogether  as 
well  as  they  will  be  after  the  grave  has  heaped  its 
mould  upon  our  prefumption,  and  the  iilent  tomb 
mall  have  impofed  its  law  on  our  pert  loquacity. 
In  England  we  have  not  yet  been  completely  em- 
bowelled  of  our  natural  entrails;  we  ftill  feel 
within  us,  and  we  cherifh  and  cultivate,  thole  in- 
bred fentiments  which  are  the  faithful  guardians, 
the  active  monitors  of  our  duty,  the  true  iup- 
porters  of  all  liberal  and  manly  morals.  We  have 
not  been  drawn  and  truffed,  in  order  that  we  may 

be 
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be  filled,  like  fluffed  birds  in  a  mufeum,  with 
chaff  and  rags,  and  paltry  blurred  fhiv  >;  paper 
about  the  rights  of  man.  We  prefer-  hole 

of  our  feelings  ftill  native  and  entire,  unf •,.  <ifti- 
cated  by  pedantry  and  infidelity.  We  have  real 
hearts  of  flefh  and  blood  beating  in  our  bofoms. 
We  fear  God ;  we  lookup  with  awe  to  kings; 
with  affection  to  parliaments  ;  with  duty  to  ma- 
giftrates ;  with  reverence  to  priefls  ;  and  with  re- 
fpecl  to  nobility.*  Why?  Becaufe  when  fuch 
ideas  are  brought  before  our  minds,  it  is  natural 
to  be  fo  affected ;  becaufe  all  other  feelings  are 
falfe  and  fpurious,  and  tend  to  corrupt  our  minds, 
to  vitiate  our  primary  morals,  to  render  us  unfit 
for  rational  liberty  ;  and  by  teaching  us  a  fervile, 
licentious,  and  abandoned  infolence,  to  be  our  low 
fport  for  a  few  holidays,  to  make  us  perfectly  fit 
for,  and  juftly  deferving  of  flavery,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  our  lives. 

*  The  Englifh  are,  I  conceive,  mifreprefented  in  a  letter  pub- 
limed  in  one  of  the  papers,  by  a  gentleman  thought  to  be  a  dif- 
fenting  minifter. — When  writing  to  Dr.  Price,  of  the  fpirit 
which  prevails  at  Paris,  he  fays,  "  The  fpirit  of  the  people  in 
"  this  place  has  aboli(hed  all  the  proud  diftinftions  which  the 
"  king  and  nobles  had  .ufurped  in  their  minds ;  whether  they  talk 
"  of  the  king,  the  noble,  or  the  priejl,  their  whole  language  is  that 
"  of  the  moft  enlightened  and  liberal  amongjt  ths  Englijh."  If 
this  gentleman  means  to  confine  the  terms  enlightened  and  libe- 
ral to  one  fet  of  men  in  England,  it  may  be  true.  It  is  not 
generally  fo. 

You 
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You  fee,  Sir,  that  in  this  enlightened  age  I  am 
bold  enough  to  confefs,  that  we  are  generally  men 
of  untaught  feelings-,  that  inftead  of  calling  away 
all  our  old  prejudices,  we  cherifh  them  to  a  very 
confiderable  degree,  and,  to  take  more  {hame  to 
ourfelves,  we  cherim  them  becaufe  they  are  pre- 
judices ;  and  the  longer  they  have  lafted,  and  the 
more  generally  they  have  prevailed,  the  more  we 
cherim  them.  We  are  afraid  to -put  men  to  live 
and  trade  each  on  his  own  private  ftock  of  rca- 
fon ;  becaufe  we  fufpect  that  this  ftock  in  each 
man  is  fmall,  and  that  the  individuals  would  do 
better  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  general  bank  and 
capital  of  nations,  and  of  ages.  Many  of  our  men 
of  fpeculation,  inftead  of  exploding  general  pre- 
judices, employ  their  fagacity  to  difcover  the  la- 
tent wifdom  which  prevails  in  them.  If  they 
find  what  they  feek,  and  they  feldom  fail,  they 
think  it  more  wife  to  continue  the  prejudice,  with 
the  reafon  involved,  than  to  caft  away  the  coat  of 
prejudice,  and  to  leave  nothing  but  the  naked 
reafon ;  becaufe  prejudice,  with  its  reafon,  has  a 
motive  to  give  action  to  that  reafon,  and  an  af- 
fection which  will  give  it  permanence.  Prejudice 
is  of  ready  application  in  the  emergency  ;  it  pre- 
vioufly  engages  the  mind  in  a  fteady  courfe  of 
wifdom  and  virtue,  and  does  not  leave  the  man 
hefiiating  in  the  moment  of  decifion,  fceptical, 
puzzled,  and  unrefolved.  Prejudice  renders  a 

man's 
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man's  virtue  his  habit ;  and  not  a  feries  of  un- 
connected acts.  Through  juft  prejudice,  his  duty 
becomes  a  part  of  his  nature. 

Your  literary  men,  and  your  politicians,  and  fo 
do  the  whole  clan  of  the  enlightened  among  us, 
effentially  differ  in  thefe  points.  They  have  no 
refpect  for  the  wifdom  of  others  ;  but  they  pay  it 
off  by  a  very  full  meafure  of  confidence  in  their 
own.  With  them  it  is  a  fuificient  motive  to  de- 
ftroy  an  old  fcheme  of  things,  becaufe  it  ;s  an 
old  one.  As  to  the  new,  they  are  in  no  fort  of 
fear  with  regard  to  the  duration  of  a  building 
run  up  in  hafte ;  becaufe  duration  is  no  object  to 
thofe  who  think  little  or  nothing  has  been  done 
before  their  time,  and  who  place  all  their  hopes  in 
difcovery.  They  conceive,  very  fyftematically, 
that  all  things  which  give  perpetuity  are  mifchie- 
vous,  and  therefore  they  are  at  inexpiable  war 
with  all  eftablifhments.  They  think  that  govern- 
ment may  vary  like  modes  of  drefs,  and  with  as 
little  ill  effecT:.  That  there  needs  no  principle  of 
attachment,  except  a  fenfe  of  prefent  conveniency, 
to  any  conftitution  of  the  ftate.  They  always 
fpeak  as  if  they  were  of  opinion  that  there  is  a 
iingular  fpecies  of  compact  between  them  and  their 
magiftrates,  which  binds  the  magillrate,  but  which 
has  nothing  reciprocal  in  it,  but  that  the  majefty 
of  the  people  has  a  right  to  diflblve  it  without  any 
reafon,  but  its  will.  Their  attachment  to  their 

country 
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country  itfelf,  is  only  fo  far  as  it  agrees  with  fome 
of  their  fleeting  projects  ;  it  begins  and  ends  with 
that  fcheme  of  polity  which  falls  in  with  their  mo- 
mentary opinion. 

Thefe  doctrines,  or  rather  fentiments,  feem  pre- 
valent with  your  new  ftatefmen.  But  they  are 
wholly  different  from  thofe  on  which  we  have  al- 
ways acted  in  this  country. 

I  hear  it  is  fometimes  given  out  in  France,  that 
what  is  doing  among  you  is  after  the  example  of 
England.  I  beg  leave  to  affirm,  that  fcarcely  any 
thing  done  with  you  has  originated  from  the  prac- 
tice or  the  prevalent  opinions  of  this  people,  ei- 
ther in  the  act  or  in  the  fpirit  of  the  proceeding. 
Let  me  add,  that  we  are  as  unwil1*'  o  learn  thefe 
leflbris  from  France,  as  we  aie  lure  that  we  never 
taught  them  to  that  nation.  The  cabals  here  who 
take  a  fort  of  fhare  in  your  tranfactions  as  yet 
confift  but  of  an  handful  of  people.  If  unfortu- 
nately by  their  intrigues,  their  fermons,  their  pub- 
lications, and  by  a  confidence  derived  from  an 
expected  union  with  the  counfels  and  forces  of  the 
French  nation,  they  mould  draw  confiderable 
numbers  into  their  faction,  and  in  confequence 
mould  ferioufly  attempt  any  thing  here  in  imita- 
tion of  what  has  been  done  with  you,  the  event, 
I  dare  venture  to  prophefy,  will  be,  that,  with 
•ibme  trouble  to  their  country,  they  will  foon  ac- 
tomplim  their  own  dcftructfon.  This  people  re- 

fufed 
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fufcd  to  change  their  law  in  remote  ages,  from  re- 
fpect  to  the  infallibility  of  popes;  and  they  will 
not  now  alter  it  from  a  pious  implicit  faith  in 
the  dogmatifm  of  philofophers ;  though  the  for- 
mer was  armed  with  the  anathema  and  crufade, 
and  though  the  latter  fhould  act  with  the  libel  and 

o 

the  lamp-iron. 

Formerly  your  affairs  were  your  own  concern 
only.  We  felt  for  them  as  men ;  but  we  kept 
aloof  from  them,  becaufe  we  were  not  citizens  of 
France.  But  when  we  fee  the  model  held  up  to 
ourfelves,  we  muft  feel  as  Englifhmen,  and  feel- 
ing, we  muft  provide  as  Englishmen.  Your  af- 
fairs, in  fpite  of  us,  are  made  a  part  of  our  in- 
tereft  ;  fo  far  at  leaft  as  to  keep  at  a  diftance  your 
panacea,  or  your  plague.  If  it  be  a  panacea,  we 
do  not  want  it.  We  know  the  confequences  of 
unnecellary  phylick.  If  it  be  a  plague  ;  it  is  fuch 
a  plague,  that  the  precautions  of  the  moil  fevere 
quarantine  ought  to  be  eftabliflied  againft  it. 

I  hear  on  all  hands  that  a  cabal,  calling  itfelf 
philofophick,  receives  the  glory  of  many  of  the 
late  proceedings;  and  that  their  opinions  and 
fyftems  are  the  true  actuating  fpirit  of  the  whole 
of  them.  I  have  heard  of  no  party  in  England, 
literary  or  political,  at  any  time,  known  by  fuch  a 
defcription.  It  is  not  with  you  compofed  of  thofe 
men,  is  it?  whom  the  vulgar,  in  their  blunt 
homely  ftyle,  commonly  call  Atheifts  and  Infidels? 

If 
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If  it  be,  I  admit  that  we  too  have  had  writers  of 
that  defcription,  who  made  fome  noife  in  their 
day.  At  prefent  they  repoie  in  lafting  oblivion. 
Who,  born  within  the  laft  forty  years,  has  read 
one  word  of  Collins,  and  Toland,  and  Tindal, 
and  Chubb,  and  Morgan,  and  that  whole  race 
who  called  themfelves  Freethinkers  ?  Who  now 
reads  Bolingbroke  ?  Who  ever  read  him  through  ? 
Afk  the  bookfellers  of  London  what  is  become  of 
all  thefe  lights  of  the  world.  In  as  few  years  their 
few  fuccefibrs  will  go  to  the  family  vault  of  "  all 
"  the  Capulets."  But  whatever  they  were,  or 
are,  with  us,  they  were  and  are  wholly  uncon- 
nected individuals.  With  us  they  kept  the  com- 
mon nature  of  their  kind,  and  were  not  gregari- 
ous. They  never  acted  in  corps,  nor  were  known 
as  a  faction  in  the  ftate,  nor  prefumed  to  influ- 
ence, in  that  name  or  character,  or  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  fuch  a  faction,  on  any  of  our  publick  con- 
cerns. .  Whether  they  ought  to  to  exift,  and  fo  be. 
permitted  to  act,  is  another  queftion.  As  fuch  ca- 
bals have  not  exifted  in  England,  fo  neither  has 
the  fpirit  of  them  had  any  influence  in  eftablifh- 
ing  the  original  frame  of  our  conftitution,  or  in 
any  one  of  the  feveral  reparations  and  improve- 
ments it  has  undergone.  The  whole  has  been 
done  under  the  aufpices,  and  is  confirmed  by  the 
fanctions  of  religion  and  piety.  The  whole  has 
emanated  from  the  fimplicity  of  our  national  cha- 
racter, 
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racier,  tfnd  from  a  fort  of  native  plainnefs  and  di- 
reccnefs  of  underftanding,  which  for  a  long  time 
characterized  thoie  men  who  have  fucceflively  ob- 
tained authority  among  us.  This  difpoiition  (till 
remains,  at  leaft  in  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

We  know,  and  what  is  better,  we  feel  inwardly, 
that  religion  is  the  bails  of  civil  fociety,  and  the 
fource  of  all  good  and  of  all  comfort.*  In  Eng- 
land we  are  fo  convinced  of  this,  that  there  is  no 
ruft  of  fuperilition,  with  which  the  accumulated 
abfurdity  of  the  human  mind  might  have  crufled 
it  over  in  the  courfe  of  ages,  that  ninety-nine  in 
an  hundred  of  the  people  of  England  would  not 
prefer  to  impiety.  'We  mall  never  be  fuch  fools 
as  to  call  in  an  enemy  to  the  fubftance  of  any  fyf- 
tem  to  remove  its  corruptions,  to  fupply  its  de- 
fects, or  to  perfect  its  conftruction.  If  our  religi- 
ous tenets  mould  ever  want  a  further  elucidation, 
we  mall  not  call  on  atheifm  to  explain  them.  We 
mall  not  light  up  our  temple  from  that  unhallowed 
fire.  It  will  be  illuminated  with  other  lights.  It 

Sit  igitur  hoc  ab  initio  perfuafum  civibus,  dominos  efle  om- 
nium rerum  ac  moderatores,  deos ;  eaque,  quae  gerantur,  eoruin 
y;eri  vi,  ditione,  ac  nutnine  ;  eofdemque  optime  de  genere  ho- 
minum  merer! ;  et  qualis  quiique  lit,  quid  agat,  quid  in  fe  ad- 
mittat,  qua  mente  qua  pietate  colat  religiones  intueri  :  piorum 
et  impiorum  habere  rationem.  His  enim  rebus  imbutae  mentes 
haud  fane  abhorrebunt  ab  utili  et  a  vera  fententia.  Cic.  de  Le- 
gibus,  1.  2. 

will 
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will  be  perfumed  with  other  incenfe,  than  the  in- 
fectious Huff  which  is  imported  by  the  fmugglers 
of  adulterated  metaphyficks.  If  our  eccleiiaftical 
eftablifhment  fliould  want  a  revifion,  it  is  not 
avarice  or  rapacity,  publick  or  private,  that  we 
{hall  employ  for  the  audit,  or  receipt,  or  applica- 
tion of  its  confecrated  revenue.  Violently  con- 
demning neither  the  Greek  nor  the  Armenian, 
nor,  fince  heats  are  fubfided,  the  Roman  fyftem  of 
religion,  we  prefer  the  Proteflant ;  not  becaufe 
we  think  it  has  lefs  of  the  Chriftian  religion  in  it, 
but  becaufe,  in  our  judgment,  it  has  more.  We 
are  proteftants,  not  from  indifference  but  from 
zeal. 

We  know,  and  it  is  our  pride  to  know,  that 
man  is  by  his  conftitution  a  religious  animal ;  that 
atheifm  is  againft,  not  only  our  reafon  but  our  in- 
ftincts ;  and  that  it  cannot  prevail  long.  But  if, 
in  the  moment  of  riot,  and  in  a  drunken  delirium 
from  the  hot  fpirit  drawn  out  of  the  alembick  of 
hell,  which  in  France  is  now  fo  furioufly  boiling, 
we  mould  uncover  our  nakednefs  by  throwing  off 
that  Chriftian  religion  which  has  hitherto  been 
our  boaft  and  comfort,  and  one  great  fource  of 
civilization  amongft  us,  and  among  many  other 
nations,  we  are  apprehenfive  (being  well  aware 
that  the  mind  will  not  endure  a  void)  that  fome 
uncouth,  pernicious,  and  degrading  fuperftition, 
might  take  place  of  it. 

For 
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For  that  reafon,  before  we  take  from  our  efta-^ 
blifhment  the  natural  human  means  of  eftimation, 
and  give  it  up  to  contempt,  as  you  have  done,  and 
in  doing  it  have  incurred  the  penalties  you  well 
deferve  to  fuffer,  we  defire  that  fome  other  may 
be  prefented  to  us  in  the  place  of  it.  We  mail 
then  form  our  judgment. 

On  thefe  ideas,  inftead  of  quarrelling  with  efta- 
blifhments,  as  fome  do,  who  have  made  a  philo- 
fophy  and  a  religion  of  their  hoftility  to  fuch  in-, 
ftitutions,  we  Cleave  clofely  to  them.  We  are  re- 
folved  to  keep  an  eftablilhed  church^  an  eftablilhed 
monarchy,  an  eftablilhed  ariftocracy,  and  an  efta- 
blifhed democracy,  each  in  the  degree  it  exifts, 
and  in  no  greater.  I  mail  mew  you  prefently 
how  much  of  each  of  thefe  we  poffefs. 

It  has  been  the  misfortune  (not  as  thefe  gentle-* 
men  think  it,  the  glory)  of  this  age,  that  every 
thing  is  to  be  difcuffed,  as  if  the  conftitution  of 
our  country  were  to  be  always  a  fubjecl  rather  of 
altercation  than  enjoyment*  For  this  reafon>  as 
well  as  for  the  fatisfaction  of  thofe  among  you  (if 
any  fuch  you  have  among  you)  who  may  wifh  to 
profit  of  examples,  I  venture  to  trouble  you  with 
a  few  thoughts  upon  each  of  thefe  eftablifhments; 
I  do  not  think  they  were  unwife  in  antient  Rome, 
who,  when  they  wifhed  to  new-model  their  laws, 
fent  commiffioners  to  examine  the  beft  conftituted 
republicks  within  their  reach. 

VOL.  V.  Q  Firft, 
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Firft,  I  beg  leave  to  fpeak  of  our  church  efh« 
blifhmcnt,  which  is  the-firft  of  our  prejudices,  not 
a  prejudice  deftitute  of  reafon,  but  involving  in  it 
profound  and  extenfive  wifdom.     I  fpeak  of  it 
tirft.     It  is  firft,  and  laft,  and  midft  in  our  minds. 
For,  taking  ground  on  that  religious  fyftem,  of 
which  we  are  now  in  pofleflion,  we  continue  to 
act  on  the  early  received,  and  uniformly  continued 
fcnfe  of  mankind.     That  fenfe  not  only,  like  a 
wife  architect,  hath  built  up  the  auguft  fabrick  of 
ftates,  but  like  a  provident  proprietor,  to  preferve 
the  ftruclure  from  prophanation  and  ruin,  as  a 
facred  temple,  purged  from  all  the  impurities  of 
fraud,  and  violence,  and  injuftice,  and  tyranny, 
hath  folemnly  and  for  ever  confecrated  the  com- 
monwealth, and  all  that  officiate  in  it.     This  con- 
fecration  is  made,  that  all  who  adminifter  in  the 
government  of  men,  in  which  they  ftand  in  the 
perfon  of  God  himfelf,  mould  have  high  and  wor- 
thy notions  of  their  function  and  destination ;  that 
their  hope  mould  be  full  of  immortality ;  that 
they  mould  not  look  to  the  paltry  pelf  of  the  mo- 
ment, nor  to  the  temporary  and  tranfient  praife 
of  the  vulgar,  but  to  a  folid,  permanent  exiftence, 
in  the  permanent  part  of  their  nature,  and  to  a 
permanent  fame  and  glory,  in  the  example  they 
leave  as  a  rich  inheritance  to  the  world. 

Such  fublime  principles  ought  to  be  infufed  into 
perfons  of  exalted  lituations;  and  religious  efta- 
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blimments  provided,  that  may  continually  revive 
and  enforce  them.  Every  fort  of  moral,  every 
fort  of  civil,  every  fort  of  politick  inftitution,  aid- 
ing the  rational  and  natural  ties  that  connect  the 
human  underftanding  and  affections  to  the  divine, 
are  not  more  than  neceffary,  in  order  to  build  up 
that  wonderful  ftructure,  Man;  whofe  preroga- 
tive it  is,  to  be  in  a  great  degree  a  creature  of  his 
own  making ;  and  who  when  made  as  he  ought 
to  be  made,  is  deftined  to  hold  no  trivial  place  in 
the  creation.  But  whenever  man  is  put  over 
men,  as  the  better  nature  ought  ever  to  prefide,  in 
that  cafe  more  particularly,  he  mould  as  nearly  as 
poflible  be  approximated  to  his  perfection. 

The  confecration  of  the  ftate,  by  a  ftate  rdi- 
gious  eftabliftiment,  is  neceffary  alfo  to  operate 
with  an  wholefome  awe  upon  free  citizens;  be- 
caufe,  in  order  to  fecure  their  freedom,  they  muft 
enjoy  fome  determinate  portion  of  power.  To 
them  therefore  a  religion  connected  with  the  ftate, 
and  with  their  duty  towards  it,  becomes  even 
more  neceffary  than  in  fuch  focieties,  where  the 
people  by  the  terms  of  their  fubjection  are  con- 
fined to  private  fentiments,  and  the  management 
of  their  own  family  concerns.  All  perfons  pof- 
fefling  any  portion  of  power  ought  to  be  ftrongly 
and  awfully  impreffed  with  an  idea  that  they  act 
in  truft ;  and  that  they  are  to  account  for  their 
Q  2  conduct 
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conduct  in  that  truft  to  the  one  great  mafter,  au- 
thor and  founder  of  fociety. 

This  principle  ought  even  to  be  more  ftrongly 
impreffed  upon  the  minds  of  thofe  who  compofe 
the  collective  .fovereignty  than  upon  thofe  of 
lingle  princes.  Without  inftruments,  thefe  princes 
can  do  nothing.  Whoever  ufes  inftruments,  in 
6nding  helps,  finds  alfo  impediments.  Their 
power  is  therefore  by  no  means  compleat;  nor  are 
they  fafe  in  extreme  abufe.  Such  perfons,  how- 
ever elevated  by  flattery,  arrogance,  and  felf-opi- 
nion,  muft  be  fenfible  that,  whether  covered  or  not 
by  pofitive  law,  in  fome  way  or  other  they  are 
accountable  even  here  for  the  abufe  of  their  truft. 
If  they  are  not  cut  off  by  a  rebellion  of  their  peo- 
ple, they  may  be  ftrangled  by  the  very  jamffaries 
kept  for  their  fecurity  againft  all  other  rebellion. 
Thus  we  have  feen  the  king  of  France  fold  by 
his  foldiers  for  an  encreafe  of  pay.  But  where 
popular  authority  is  abfolute  and  unreftrained,  the 
people  have  an  infinitely  greater,  becaufe  a  far 
better  founded  confidence  in  their  own  power. 
They  are  themfelves,  in  a  great  meafure,  their  own 
inftruments.  They  are  nearer  to  their  objects. 
Befides,  they  are  lefs  under  refponfibility  to  one  of 
the  greateft  controlling  powers  on  earth,  the  fenfe 
of  fame  and  eftimation.  The  mare  of  infamy  that 
is  likely  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  each  individual  in 

publick 
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publick  ads,  is  fmall  indeed ;  the  operation  of 
opinion  being  in  the  inverfe  ratio  to  the  number 
of  thofe  who  abufe  power.  Their  own  approba- 
tion of  their  own  ads  has  to  them  the  appearance 
of  a  publick  judgment  in  their  favour.  A  per- 
fect democracy  is  therefore  the  moft  mamelefs 
thing  in  the  world.  As  it  is  the  moft  ihamelefs, 
it  is  alfo  the  moft  fearlefs.  No  man  apprehends  in 
his  perfon  he  can  be  made  fubjed  to  punimment. 
Certainly  the  people  at  large  never  ought :  for  as 
all  punilhments  are  for  example  towards  the  con- 
fervation  of  the  people  at  large,  the  people  at  large 
can  never  become  the  fubjed  of  punimment  by 
any  human  hand.*  It  is  therefore  of  infinite  im- 
portance that  they  fhould  not  be  fuftered  to 
imagine  that  their  will,  any  more  than  that  of 
kings,  is  the  ftandard  of  right  and  wrong.  They 
ought  to  be  perfuaded  that  they  are  full  as  little 
entitled^  and  far  lefs  qualified,  with  fafety  to  them- 
felves,  to  ufe  any  arbitrary  power  whatfoever  ; 
that  therefore  they  are  not,  under  a  falfe  ihew  of 
liberty,  but,  in  truth,  to  exercife  an  unnatural  in- 
verted domination,  tyrannically  to  exad,  from 
thofe  who  officiate  in  the  ftate,  not  an  entire  devo- 
tion to  their  intereft,  which  is  their  right,  but  an 
abjed  fubmiffion  to  their  occafional  will ;  extin* 
guifliing  thereby,  in  all  thofe  who  ferve  them,  all 

*  Quicqmd  multis  peccatur  inultum. 
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moral  principle,  all  fcnfe  of  dignity,  all  ufe  of  judg-. 
ment,  and  all  confiftency  of  character,  whilft  by 
the  very  fame  procefs  they  give  themfelves  up  a 
proper,  a  fuitabie,  but  a  moft  contemptible  prey 
to  the  fervile  ambition  of  popular  fycophants  or 
courtly  flatterers. 

When  the  people  have  emptied  themfelves  of 
all  the  luft  of  felfifh  will,  which  without  religion 
it  is  utterly  impoflible  they  ever  mould,  when 
they  are  confcious  that  they  exercife,  and  exercife 
perhaps  in  an  higher  link  of  the  order  of  delega- 
tion, the  power,  which  to  be  legitimate  muft  be 
according  to  that  eternal  immutable  law,  in  which 
will  and  reafon  are  the  fame,  they  will  be  more 
careful  how  they  place  power  in  bafe  and  incapa- 
ble hands.  In  their  nomination  to  office,  they 
will  not  appoint  to  the  exercife  of  authority,  as  to 
a  pitiful  job,  but  as  to  an  holy  function  ;  not  ac- 
.cording  to  their  fordid  felfifli  intereft,  nor  to  their 
wanton  caprice,  nor  to  their  arbitrary  will ;  but 
they  will  confer  that  power  (which  any  man  may 
well  tremble  to  give  or  to  receive)  on  thofe  only, 
in  whom  they  may  difcern  that  predominant  pro- 
portion of  active  virtue  and  wifdom,  taken  toge- 
ther and  fitted  to  the  charge,  fuch,  as  in  the  great 
and  inevitable  mixed  mafs  of  human  imperfec- 
tions and  infirmities,  is  to  be  found. 

When  they  are  habitually  convinced  that  nq 
evil  can  be  acceptable,  either  in  the  act  or  the  per- 
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miffion,  to  him  whofe  eflence  is  good,  they  will  be 
better  able  to  extirpate  out  of  the  minds  of  all  ma- 
giftrates,  civil,  ecclefiaftical,  or  military,  any  thing 
that  bears  the  leaft  refemblance  to  a  proud  and 
lawlefs  domination. 

But  one  of  the  firft  and  moft  leading  principles 
on  which  the  commonwealth  and  the  laws  are 
confecrated,  is  left  the  temporary  poffeffors  and 
life-renters  in  it,  unmindful  of  what  they  have  re- 
ceived from  their  anceftors,  or  of  what  is  due  to 
their  pofterity,  mould  act  as  if  they  were  the 
entire  mafters ;  that  they  mould  not  think  it 
amongft  their  rights  to  cut  off  the  entail,  or  com- 
mit wafte  on  the  inheritance,  by  deftroying  at 
their  pleafure  the  whole  original  fabrick  of  their  fo- 
ciety ;  hazarding  to  leave  to  thofe  who  come  after 
them,  a  ruin  inftead  of  an  habitation — and  teach- 
ing thefe  fucceffors  as  little  to  refpecl  their  con- 
trivances, as  they  had  themfelves  refpected  the  in- 
ftitutions  of  their  forefathers.  By  this  unprin- 
cipled facility  of  changing  the  ftate  as  often,  and 
as  much,  and  in  as  many  ways  as  there  are  float- 
ing fancies  or  fafhions, '  the  whole  chain  and  con- 
tinuity of  the  common-wealth  would  be  broken. 
No  one  generation  could  link  with  the  other. 
Men  would  become  little  better  than  the  flies  of  a 
fummer. 

And  firft  of  all  the  fcience  of  jurifprudence, 
the  pride  of  the  human  intellect,  which,  with  all  its 
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defects,  redundancies,  and  errors,  is  the  collected 
reafon  of  ages,  combining  the  principles  of  original 
juftice  with  the  infinite  variety  of  human  concerns, 
as  a  heap  of  old  exploded  errors,  would  be  no 
longer  ftudied.  Perfonal  felf-fuiHciency  and  arro* 
gance  (the  certain  attendants  upon  all  thofe  who 
have  never  experienced  a  wifdoin  greater  than 
their  own)  would  ufurp  the  tribunal.  Of  courfe, 
no  certain  laws,  eftabli  filing  invariable  grounds  of 
hope  and  fear,  would  keep  the  actions  of  men  in 
a  certain  courfe,  or  direct  them  to  a  certain  end. 
Nothing  ftable  in  the  modes  of  holding  property, 
or  exercifing  function,  could  form  a  iblid  ground 
on  which  any  parent  could  fpeculate  in  the  edu- 
cation of  his  offspring,  or  in  a  choice  for  their 
future  eftablifliment  in  the  world.  No  principles 
would  be  early  worked  into  the  habits.  As  foon 
as  the  moft  able,  inftructor  had  completed  his  la- 
borious courfe  of  inftitution,  inftead  of  fend- 
ing forth  his  pupil,  accomplifhed  in  a  virtuous 
difcipline,  fitted  to  procure  him  attention  and  re- 
fpect,  in  his  place  in  fociety,  he  would  find  every 
thing  altered  ;  and  that  he  had  turned  out  a  poor 
creature  to  the  contempt  and  derifion  of  the  world, 
ignorant  of  the  true  grounds  of  eftimation.  Who 
would  infure  a  tender  and  delicate  fenfe  of  honour 
to  beat  almoft  with  the  firft  pulfes  of  the  heart, 
when  no  man  could  know  what  would  be  the 
tcft  of  honour  in  a  nation,  continually  varying  the 

ftandard 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  233 

ftandard  of  its  coin  ?  No  part  of  life  would  retain 
its  acquifitions.  Barbarifm  with  regard  to  fcience 
and  literature,  unlkilfulnefs  with  regard  to  arts 
and  manufactures,  would  infallibly  fucceed  to  the 
want  of  a  fteady  education  and  fettled  principle ; 
and  thus  the  commonwealth  itfelf  would,  in  a  few 
generations,  crumble  away,  be  difconneded  into 
the  duft  and  powder  of  individuality,  and  at 
length  difperfed  to  all  the  winds  of  heaven. 

To  avoid  therefore  the  evils  of  inconftancy 
and  verfatiiity,  ten  thoufand  times  worfe  than 
thofe  of  obftinacy  and  the  blindeft  prejudice,  we 
have  confecrated  the  ftate,  that  no  man  mould  ap- 
proach to  look  into  its  defects  or  corruptions  but 
with  due  caution  ;  that  he  fhould  never  dream  of 
beginning  its  reformation  by  its  fubverfion  ;  that 
he  mould  approach  to  the  faults  of  the  ftate  as  to 
the  wounds  of  a  father,  with  pious  awe  and  trem- 
bling folicitude.  By  this  wife  prejudice  we  are 
taught  to  look  with  horror  on  thofe  children  of 
their  country  who  are  prompt  ramiy  to  hack  that 
aged  parent  in  pieces,  and  put  him  into  the  kettle 
of  magicians,  in  hopes  that  by  their  poifonous 
weeds,  and  wild  incantations,  they  may  regenerate 
the  paternal  conftitution,  and  renovate  their  fa- 
ther's life. 

Society  is  indeed  a  contract.  Subordinate  con- 
tracts for  objects  of  mere  occafional  intereft  may 
be  diffolved  at  pleafure — but  the  ftate  ought  not 

to 
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to  be  confidered  as  nothing  better  than  a  partner- 
(hip  agreement  in  a  trade  of  pepper  and  coffee, 
callico  or  tobacco,  or  fome  other  fuch  low  concern, 
to  be  taken  up  for  a  little  temporary  iritcreft,  and 
to  be  diflblved  by  the  fancy  of  the  parties.  It  is  to 
be  looked  on  with  other  reverence  ;  becaufe  it  is 
not  a  partnerfhip  in  things  fubfervient  only  to  the 
grofs  animal  exiflence  of  a  temporary  and  perifh- 
able  nature.  It  is  a  partnerfhip  in  all  fcience  ;  a 
partnerfhip  in  all  art ;  a  partnerfhip  in  every  vir- 
tue, and  in  all  perfection.  As  the  ends  of  fuch  a 
partnerfhip  cannot  be  obtained  in  many  genera- 
tions, it  becomes  a  partnermip  not  only  between 
thofe  who  are  living,  but  between  thofe  who  are 
living,  thofe  who  are  dead,  and  thofe  who  are  to 
be  born.  Each  contract  of  each  particular  flate  is 
but  a  claufe  in  the  great  primaeval  contract  of  eter- 
nal fociety,  linking  the  lower  with  the  higher  na- 
tures, connecting  the  vifible  and  invifible  world, 
according  to  a  fixed  compact  fanclioned  by  the  in- 
violable oath  which  holds  all  phyfical  and  all  mo- 
ral  natures,  each  in  their  appointed  place.  This 
law  is  not  fubject  to  the  will  of  thofe,  who  by  an 
obligation  above  them,  and  infinitely  fuperior,  are 
bound  to  fubmit  their  will  to  that  law.  The  mu- 
nicipal corporations  of  that  univerfal  kingdom  are 
not  morally  at  liberty  at  their  pleafure,  and  on 
their  fpeculations  of  a  contingent  improvement, 
wholly  to  feparate  and  tear  afuncjer  the  bands  of 
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itheir  fubordinate  community,  and  to  diflblve  it 
into  an  unfocial,  uncivil,  unconnected  chaos  of 
elementary  principles.  It  is  the  firft  and  fupreme 
neceffity  only,  a  neceffity  that  is  not  chofen  but 
choofes,  a  neceffity  paramount  to  deliberation,  that 
admits  no  difcuffion,  and  demands  no  evidence, 
which  alone  can  juftify  a  refort  to  anarchy.  This 
neceffity  is  no  exception  to  the  rule  ;  becaufe  this 
neceffity  itfelf  is  a  part  too  of  that  moral  and  phy- 
fical  difpofition  of  things  to  which  man  muft  be 
obedient  by  confent  or  force ;  but  if  that  which 
is  only  fubmiffion  to  neceffity  fhould  be  made 
the  object  of  choice,  the  law  is  broken,  nature  is 
difobeyed,  and  the  rebellious  are  outlawed,  caft 
forth,  and  exiled,  from  this  world  of  reafon,  and 
order,  and  peace,  and  virtue,  and  fruitful  peni- 
tence, into  the  antagonift  world  of  madnefs,  dif- 
cord,  vice,  confulion,  and  unavailing  forrow. 

Thefe,  my  dear  Sir,  are,  were,  and  I  think  long 
will  be  the  fentiments  of  not  the  leaft  learned  and 
reflecting  part  of  this  kingdom.  They  who  are 
included  in  this  defcription,  form  their  opinions 
on  fuch  grounds  as  fuch  perfons  ought  to  form 
them.  The  lefs  enquiring  receive  them  from  an 
authority  which  thofe  whom  Providence  dooms 
to  live  on  truft  need  not  be  afhamed  to  rely  on. 
Thefe  two  forts  of  men  move  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion, though  in  a  different  place.  They  both  move 
with  the  order  of  the  univerfe.  They  all  know 

or 
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or  feel  tills  great  antient  truth  :  "  Quod  il\i  prin- 
"  cipi  et  praspotenti  Deo  qul  omnem  hunc  mun- 
"  dum  regit,  nihil  eorum  quee  quidem  fiant  in 
"  tcrris  acceptius  quam  concilia  et  caetus  hominum 
"  jure  fociati  quse  civitates  appellantur."  They 
take  this  tenet  of  the  head  and  heart,  not  from 
the  great  name  which  it  immediately  bears,  nor 
from  the  greater  from  whence  it  is  derived ;  but 
from  that  which  alone  can  give  true  weight  and 
fan&ion  to  any  learned  opinion,  the  common  na- 
ture and  common  relation  of  men.  Perfuaded 
that  all  things  ought  to  be  done  with  reference, 
and  referring  all  to  the  point  of  reference  to  which 
all  mould  be  directed,  they  think  themfelves 
bound,  not  only  as  individuals  in  the  fanctuary  of 
the  heart,  or  as  congregated  in  that  perfonal  capa- 
city, to  fenew  the  memory  of  their  high  origin 
and  caft  ;  but  alfo  in  their  corporate  character  to 
perform  their  national  homage  to  the  inftitutor, 
and  author  and  protector  of  civil  fociety ;  without 
which  civil  fociety  man  could  not  by  any  poflibi- 
lity  arrive  at  the  perfection  of  which  his  nature  is 
capable,  nor  even  make  a  remote  and  faint  ap- 
proach to  it.  They  conceive  that  He  who  gave 
our  nature  to  be  perfected  by  our  virtue,  willed 
alfo  the  neceiTary  means  of  its  perfection — He 
willed  therefore  the  ftate — He  willed  its  con- 
nexion with  the  fource  and  original  archetype  of 
all  perfection.  They  who  are  convinced  of  this 
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his  will,  which  is  the  law  of  laws  and  the  fove- 
reign  of  fovereigns,  cannot  think  it  reprehenfible 
that  this  our  corporate  fealty  and  homage,  that 
this  our  recognition  of  a  figniory  paramount,  I 
had  almoft  faid  this  oblation  of  the  flate  itfelf,  as 
a  worthy  offering  on  the  high  altar  of  univerfal 
praife,  fliould  be  performed  as  all  publick  folemn 
acts  are  performed,  in  buildings,  in  mufick,  in  de- 
coration, in  fpeech,  in  the  dignity  of  perfons,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftoms  of  mankind,  taught  by 
their  nature ;  that  is,  with  modeil  fplendour, 
with  unaffuming  ftate,  with  mild  majefty  and  fo- 
ber  pomp.  For  thofc  purpoies  they  think  fomc 
part  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  is  as  ufefully  em- 
ployed as  i't  can  be,  in  fomenting  the  luxury  of 
individuals.  It  is  the  publick  ornament.  It  is 
the  publick  confolation.  It  nourishes  the  pub- 
lick  hope.  The  pooreft  man  finds  his  own  im- 
portance and  dignity  in  it,  whilft  the  wealth  and 
pride  of  individuals  at  every  moment  makes  the 
man  of  humble  rank  and  fortune  fenfible  of  his 
inferiority,  and  degrades  and-vilifies  his  condition. 
It  is  for  the  man  in  humble  life,  and  to  raife  his. 
nature,  and  to  put  him  in  mind  of  a  ftate  in  which 
the  privileges  of  opulence  will  ceafe,  when  he  will 
be  equal  by  nature,  and  may  be  more  than  equal 
by  virtue,  that  this  portion  of  the  general  wealth 
of  his  country  is  employed  and  lanctified. 

I  affure  you  I  do  not  aim  at  iingularity.     I  give 

you 
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you  opinions  which  have  been  accepted  amongfc 
us,  from  very  early  times  to  this  moment,  with  a 
continued  and  general  approbation,  and  which  in- 
deed are  fo  worked  into  my  mind,  that  I  am  un- 
able to  diftinguifh  what  I  have  learned  from  others 
from  the  refults  of  my  own  meditation. 

It  is  on  fome  fuch  principles  that  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  England,  far  from  thinking  a  re- 
ligious national  eftablimment  unlawful,  hardly 
think  it  lawful  to  be  without  one.  In  France  you 
are  wholly  miftaken  if  you  do  not  believe  us  above 
all  other  things  attached  to  it,  and  beyond  all 
other  nations  ;  and  when  this  people  has  acted 
unwifely  and  unjuftifiably  in  its  favour  (as  in  fome 
inftances  they  have  done  moft  certainly)  in  their 
very  errors  you  will  at  leaft  difcover  their  zeal. 

This  principle  runs  through  the  whole  fyftem 
of  their  polity.  They  do  not  confider  their  church 
eftablimment  as  convenient,  but  as  eflential  to 
their  ftate ;  not  as  a  thing  heterogeneous  and  fe-< 
parable ;  fomething  added  for  accommodation ; 
what  they  may  either  keep  up  or  lay  afide,  accord- 
ing to  their  temporary  ideas  of  convenience.- 
They  conlider  it  as  the  foundation  of  their  whole 
conftitution,'with  which,  and  with  every  part  of 
which,  it  holds  an  induToluble  union.  Church 
and  ftate  are  ideas  infeparable  in  their  minds,  and 
fcarcely  is  the  one  ever  mentioned  without  men- 
tioning the  other* 
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Our  education  is  fo  formed  as  to  confirm  and 
fix  this  impreflion.  Our  education  is  in  a  manner 
wholly  in  the  hands  of  eccleiiafticks,  and  in  all 
ftages  from  infancy  to  manhood.  Even  when  our 
youth,  leaving  fchools  and  univerfities,  enter  that 
moft  important  period  of  life  which  begins  to  link 
experience  and  ftudy  together,  and  when  with 
that  view  they  vifit  other  countries,  inftead  of  old 
domefticks  whom  we  have  feen  as  governors  to 
principal  men  from  other  parts,  three-fourths  of 
thofe  who  go  abroad  with  our  young  nobility  and 
gentlemen  are  ecclefiafticks ;  not  as  auftere  tnaf- 
ters,  nor  as  mere  followers  ;  but  as  friends  and 
companions  of  a  graver  character,  and  not  feldom 
perfons  as  well  born  as  themfelves.  With  them, 
as  relations,  they  moft  commonly  keep  up  a  clofe 
connexion  through  life.  By  this  connexion  we 
conceive  that  we  attach  our  gentlemen  to  the 
church ;  and  we  liberalize  the  church  by  an  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  leading  characters  of  the  coun- 
try. 

So  tenacious  are  we  of  the  old  ecclefiaftical 
modes  and  fafhions  of  inftitution,  that  very  little 
alteration  has  been  made  in  them  fince  the  four- 
teenth or  fifteenth  century ;  adhering  in  this  par- 
ticular, as  in  all  things  elfe,  to  our  old  fettled 
maxim,  never  entirely  nor  at  once  to  depart  from 
antiquity.  We  found  thefe  old  inllitutions,  on. 
the  whole,  favourable  to  morality  and  difcipline ; 

and 
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and  we  thought  they  were  fufceptible  of  amend* 
ment,  without  altering  the  ground.  We  thought 
that  they  were  capable  of  receiving  and  meliorat- 
in  ,  and  above  all  of  preferving  the  acceflions  of 
fcience  and  literature,  as  the  order  of  Providence 
ihould  fuccefiively  produce  them.  And  after  all1, 
with  this  gothick  and  tnonkHh  education  (for 
fuch  it  is  in  the  ground-work)  we  may  put  in  GUI' 
claim  to  as  ample  and  as  early  a  ftiare  in  all  the 
improvements  in  fcience,  in  arts,  and  in  literature, 
which  have  illuminated  and  adorned  the  modern 
world,  as  any  other  nation  in  Europe;  we  think 
one  main  caufe  of  this  improvement  was  our  not 
defpifing  the  patrimony  of  knowledge  which  was 
left  us  by  our  forefathers, 

It  is  from  our  attachment  to  a  church  eftablim- 
ment  that  the  Ehglifh  nation  did  not  think  it  wife 
to  entruft  that  great  fundamental  intereft  of  the 
whole  to '  what  they  truft  no  part  of  their  civil 
or  military  publick  fervice,  that  is  to  the  unfteady 
and  precarious  contribution  of  individuals.  They 
go  further.  They  certainly  never  have  fuffered 
and  never  will  fuffer  the  fixed  eftate  of  the  church 
to  be  converted  into  a  penfion,  to  depend  on  the 
treafury,  and  to  be  delayed,  with-held,  or  perhaps 
to  be  extinguimed  by  fifcal  difficulties  j  which  dif- 
ficulties may  fometimes  be  pretended  for  political 
purpofes,  and  are  in  fact  often  brought  on  by  the 
extravagance,  negligence,  and  rapacity  of  politi- 
cians* 
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clans.  The  people  of  England  think  that  they 
have  conftitutional  motives,  as  well  as  religious, 
againft  any  proje<5t  of  turning  their  independent 
clergy  into  ecclefiaftical  penfioners  of  ftate.  They 
tremble  for  their  liberty,  from  the  influence  of  a 
clergy  dependent  on  the  crown  ;  they  tremble  for 
the  publick  tranquillity  from  the  diforders  of  a 
factious  clergy,  if  it  were  made  to  depend  upon 
any  other  than  the  crown.  They  therefore  made 
their  church,  like  their  king  and  their  nobility, 
independent. 

From  the  united  confiderations  of  religion  and 
conftitutional  policy,  from  their  opinion  of  a  duty 
to  make  a  fure  provilion  for  the  confolation  of  the 
feeble  and  the  inftruction  of  the  ignorant,  they 
have  incorporated  and  identified  the  eftate  of  the 
church  with  the  mafs  of  private  property,  of  which 
the  ftate  is  not  the  proprietor,  either  for  ufe  or 
dominion,  but  the  guardian  only  and  the  regu- 
lator. They  have  Ordained  that  the  provifion  of 
this  eftablifliment  might  be  as  ftable  as  the  earth 
on  which  it  ftands,  and  mould  not  fluctuate  with 
the  Euripus  of  funds  and  actions. 

The  men  of  England,  the  men,  I  mean,  of  light 
and  leading  .in  England,  whofe  wifdom  (if  they 
have  any)  is  open  and  direct,  would  be  afhamed, 
as  of  a  filly  deceitful  trick,  to  profefs  any  religion 
in  name,  which  by  their  proceedings  they  appear 
to  contemn.  If  by  their  conduct  (the  only  Ian- 

VOL.  V.  R 
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guage  that  rarely  lies)  they  feemed  to  regard  the 
great  ruling  principle  of  the  moral  and  the  natural 
world,  as  a  mere  invention  to  keep  the  vulgar  in 
obedience,  they  apprehend  that  by  fuch  a  conduct 
they  would  defeat  the  politick  purpofe  they  have 
in  view.  They  would  find  it  difficult  to  make 
others  to  believe  in  a  fyftem  to  which  they  mani- 
feftly  gave  no  credit  themfelves.  The  chriftian 
flatefmen  of  this  land  would  indeed  lirft  provide 
for  the  multitude  ;  becaufe  it  is  the  multitude  ;  and 
is  therefore,  as  fuch,  the  firft  object  in  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  inftitution,  and  in  all  inftitutions.  They 
have  been  taught,  that  the  circumftance  of  the 
gofpel's  being  preached  to  the  poor,  was  one  of 
the  great  tefts  of  its  true  million.  They  think, 
therefore,  that  thofe  do  not  believe  it,  who  do  not 
take  care  it  mould  be  preached  to  the  poor.  But 
as  they  know  that  charity  is  not  confined  to  any 
one  defcription,  but  ought  to  apply  itfelf  to-  all 
men  who  have  wants,  they  are  not  deprived  of  a 
due  and  anxious  fenfation  of  pity  to  the  diftreffes 
of  the  miferable  great.  They  are  not  repelled 
through  a  faftidious  delicacy,  at  the  ftench  of  their 
arrogance  and  prefumption,  from  a  medicinal  at- 
tention to  their  mental  blotches  and  running 
fores.  They  are  feniible,  that  religious  inftruc- 
tion  is  of  more  confequence  to  them  than  to  any 
others  ;  from  the  greatnefs  of  the  temptation  to* 
which  they  are  expofedj  from  the  important  con- 

fequences* 
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(equences  that  attend  their  faults ;  from  the  con- 
tagion  of  their  ill  example  ;  from  the  neceffity  of 
bowing  down  the  ftubborn  neck  of  their  pride 
and  ambition  to  the  yoke  of  moderation  and  vir- 
tue ;  from  a  confideratiori  of  the  fat  flupidity  and 
grofs  ignorance  concerning  what  imports  men 
moft  to  know,  which  prevails  at  courts,  and  at 
the  head  of  armies,  and  in  fenates,  as  much  as  at 
the  loom  and  in  the  field. 

The  Englifli  people  are  fatislied,  that  to  the 
great  the  confolations  of  religion  are  as  neceffary 
as  its  inftructions.  They  too  are  among  the  un- 
happy. They  feel  perfonal  pain  and  domeftick 
for  row.  In  thefe  they  have  no  privilege,  but  are 
fubject  to  pay  their  full  contingent  to  the  contri- 
butions levied  on  mortality.  They  want  this  fove- 
reign  balm  under  their  gnawing  cares  and  anxie- 
ties, which  being  lefs  converfant  about  the  limited 
wants  of  animal  life,  range  without  limit,  and  are 
diverfified  by  infinite  combinations  in  the  wild 
and  unbounded  regions  of  imagination.  Some 
charitable  dole  is  wanting  to  thefe,  our  often  very 
unhappy  brethren,  to  fill  the  gloomy  void  thaj: 
reigns  in  minds  which  have  nothing  on  earth  to 
hope  or  fear  ;  fomething  to  relieve  in  the  killing 
languor  and  over-laboured  laflitude  of  thofe  who 
have  nothing  to  do  ;  fomething  to  excite  an  appe- 
tite to  exiftence  in  the  palled  fatiety  which  at- 
tends on  ail  plcafures  which  may  be  bought,  where 

R  2  nature 
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nature  is  not  left  to  her  own  procefs,  where  even 
defire  is  anticipated,  and  therefore  fruition  defeat- 
ed by  meditated  fchemes  and  contrivances  of  de- 
light ;  and  no  interval,  no  obftacle,  is  interpofed 
between  the  wifh  and  the  accomplrlhment. 

The  people  of  England  know  how  little  influ- 
ence the  teachers  of  religion  are  likely  to  have 
with  the  wealthy  and  powerful  of  long  Handing* 
and  how  much  lefs  with  the  newly  fortunate,  if 
they  appear  in  a  manner  no  way  afforted  to  thofe 
with  whom  they  muft  affociate,  and  over  whom 
they  muft  even  exercife,  in  fome  cafes,  fomething 
like  an  authority.     What  muft  they  think  of  that 
body  of  teachers,  if  they  fee  it  in  no  part  above 
the  eftablifhment  of  their  dorneftick  fervants  ?    If 
the  poverty  were  voluntary,  there  might  be  fome 
difference.     Strong  inftances  of  felf-denial  operate 
powerfully  on  our  minds ;  and  a  man  who  has  no 
wants  has  obtained  great  freedom  and  firmnefs, 
and  even  dignity*    But  as  the  mafs  of  any  defcrip- 
tion  of  men  are  but  men,  and  their  poverty  can- 
hot  be1  voluntary,  that  difrefpect  which  attends 
jupon  all  lay  poverty^  will  not  depart  from  the  ec- 
clefiaftical.     Our  provident  conftitution  has  there- 
fore taken  care  that  thofe  who  are  to  inftruct  pre- 
fumptuous  ignorance,  thofe  who  are  to  be  cenfors 
over  infolent  vice,  fhould  neither  incur  their  con* 
tempt,  nor  live  upon  their  alms;  nor  will  it  tempt 
the  rich  to  a  neglect  of  the  true  medicine  of  their 

minds. 
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minds.  For  thefe  reafons,  whilft  we  provide  firfl 
for  the  poor,  and  with  a  parental  folicitude,  we 
have  not  relegated  religion  (like  fomething  we 
were  afhamed  to  ihew)  to  obfcure  municipalities 
or  ruftick  villages.  No  !  we  will  have  her  to  exalt 
her  mitred  front  in  courts  and  parliaments.  We 
will  have  her  mixed  throughout  the  whole  mafs 
of  life,  and  blended  with  all  the  dalles  of  fociety. 
The  people  of  England  will  {hew  to  the  haughty 
potentates  of  the  world,  and  to  their  talking  fo- 
phifters,  that  a  free,  a  generous,  an  informed  na-^ 
tion,  honours  the  high  magiftrates  of  its  church  ; 
that  it  will  not  fuffer  the  infolence  of  wealth  and 
titles,  or  any  other  fpecies  of  proud  pretenlion,  to 
look  down  with  fcorn  upon  what  they  look  up 
to  with  reverence ;  nor  prefume  to  trample  on 
that  acquired  perfonal  nobility,  which  they  intend 
always  to  be,  and  which  often  is  the  fruit,  not  the 
reward,  (for  what  can  be  the  reward  ?)  of  learn- 
ing, piety,  and  virtue.  They  can  fee,  without  pain 
or  grudging,  an  archbimop  precede  a  duke.  They 
can  fee  a  bifhop  of  Durham,  or  a  bifhop  of  Winr 
chefter,  in  pofleflion  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  a 
year ;  and  cannot  conceive  why  it  is  in  worfe 
hands  than  eftates  to  the  like  amount  in  the  hands 
of  this  earl,  or  that  fquire ;  although  it  may  be 
true,  that  io  many  dogs  and  horfes  are  not  kept 
by  the  former,  and  fed  with  the  victuals  which 
ought  to  nourifh  the  children  of  the  people.  It 
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is  true,  the  whole  church  revenue  is  not  always 
employed,  and  to  every  fhilling,  in  chanty ;  nor 
perhaps  ought  it ;  but  fomething  is  generally  fo 
employed.  It  is  better  to  cherifh  virtue  and  hu- 
manity, by  leaving  much  to  free  will,  even  with 
fome  lofs  to  the  object,  than  to  attempt  to  make 
men  mere  machines  and  inftruments  of  a  political 
benevolence.  The  world  on  the  whole  will  gain 
by  a  liberty,  without  which  virtue  cannot  exift. 

When  once  the  commonwealth  has  eftablifhed 
the  eftates  of  the  church  as  property,  it  can,  con- 
fiftently,  hear  nothing  of  the  more  or  the  lefs. 
Too  much  and  too  little  are  treafon  againft  pro- 
perty. What  evil  can  arife  from  the  quantity  in 
any  hand,  whilft  the  fupreme  authority  as  the 
full,  fovereign  fuperintendance  over  this,  as  over 
all  property,  to  prevent  every  fpecies  of  abufe ; 
and,  whenever  it  notably  deviates^  to  give  to  it  a 
direclion  agreeable  to  the  purpofes  of  its  inftitu- 
tion. 

In  England  moft  of  us  conceive  that  it  is  envy 
and  malignity  towards  thofe  who  are  often  the 
beginners  of  their  own  fortune,  and  not  a  love  of 
the  felf-denial  and  mortification  of  the  antient 
church,  that  makes  fome  look  afkance  at  the  dif- 
tindions,  and  honours,  and  revenues,  which, 
taken  from  no  perfon,  are  fet  apart  for  virtue. 
The  ears  of  the  people  of  England  are  diftinguifh- 
ing.  They  hear  thefe  men  fpeak  broad.  Their 

tongue 
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tongue  betrays  them.  Their  language  is  in  the 
patois  of  fraud  ;  in  the  cant  and  gibberifti  of  hy- 
pocrify.  The  people  of  England  muft  think  fo, 
when  thefe  praters  affeft  to  carry  back  the  clergy 
to  that  primitive  evangelick  poverty  which,  in 
the  fpirit,  ought  always  to  exift  in  them,  (and  in 
us  too,  however  we  may  like  it)  but  in  the  thing 
muft  be  varied,  when  the  relation  of  that  body  to 
the  ftate  is  altered  ;  when  manners,  when  modes 
of  life,  when  indeed  the  whole  order  of  human 
affairs  has  undergone  a  total  revolution.  We  mail 
believe  thofe  reformers  to  be  then  honeft  enthu- 
fiafts,  not  as  now  we  think  them,  cheats  and  de- 
ceivers, when  we  fee  them  throwing  their  own 
goods  into  common,  and  fubmitting  their  own 
perfons  to  the  auftere  difcipline  of  the  early 
church. 

With  thefe  ideas  rooted  in  their  minds,  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  national  emer- 
gencies, will  never  feek  their  refource  from  the 
confifcation  of  the  eftates  of  the  church  and  poor. 
Sacrilege  and  profcription  are  not  among  the  ways 
and  means  of  our  committee  of  fupply.  The 
Jews  in  Change  Ally  have  not  yet  dared  to  hint 
their  hopes  of  a  mortgage  on  the  revenues  belong- 
ing to  the  fee  of  Canterbury.  I  am  not  afraid 
that  I  mail  be  clifavowed,  when  I  allure  you  that 
there  is  not  one  publick  man  in  this  kingdom, 
whom  you  would  wifh  to  quote  j  no  not  one  of 
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any  party  or  defcription,  who  does  not  reprobate 
the  drfhoneft,  perfidious,  and  cruel  confifcation 
which  the  national  aflembly  has  been  compelled  to 
make  of  that  property  which  it  was  their  firit 
duty  to  protect. 

It  is  with  the  exultation  of  a  little  national  pride. 
I  tell  you,  that  thole  amongft  us  who  have  wifhed 
to  pledge  the  focieties  of  Paris  in  the  cup  of  their 
abominations,  have  been  difappointed.  The  rob- 
bery of  your  church  has  proved  a  fequrity  to  the 
poflefiions  of  ours.  It  has  roufed  the  people.  They 
fee  with  horror  and  alarm  that  enormous  and 
ihamelefs  acl  of  profcription.  It  has  opened,  and 
will  more  and  more  open  their  eyes  upon  the 
felfifh  enlargement  of  mind,  and  the  narrow  libe- 
rality of  ientiment  of  iniidious  men,  wrhich  com- 
mencing in  clofe  hypocrify  and  fraud  have  ended 
in  open  violence  and  rapine.  At  home  we  be- 
hold iimilar  beginnings.  We  are  on  our  guard 
againft  fimilar  conclulions. 

.  I  hope  we  mall  never  be  fo  totally  loft  to  all 
fenfe  of  the  duties  impofed  upon  us  by  the  law  of 
focial  union,  as,  upon  any  pretext  of  publick  fer- 
vice,  to  confifcate  the  goods  of  a  ijnglfe  unoffend- 
ing citizen.  Who  but  a  tyran^  (a  name  expref- 
five  of  every  thing  which  can  vitiate  and  degrade 
human  nature)  could  think  of  feizing  on  the  pro- 
perty of  men,  unaccufed,  unheard,  untried,  by 
whole  descriptions,  by  hundreds  and  thoufands 

together  ? 
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together  ?  Who  that  had  not  loft  every  trace  of 
humanity  could  think  of  cafting  down  men  of  ex- 
alted rank  and  facred  function,  fome  of  them  of 
an  age  to  call  at  once  for  reverence  and  compaf- 
fion,  of  cafting  them  down  from  the  higheft  iitu- 
ation  in  the  commonwealth,  wherein  they  were 
maintained  by  their  own  landed  property,  to  a 
ftate  of  indigence,  depreffion,  and  contempt? 

The  confifcators  truly  have  made  fome  allow- 
ance to  their  victims  from  the  fcraps  and  frag- 
ments of  their  own  tables  from  which  they  have 
been  fo  harfhly  driven,  and  which  have  been  fo 
bountifully  fpread  for  a  feaft  to  the  harpies  of 
ufury.  But  to  drive  men  from  independence  to 
live  on  alms  is  itfelf  great  cruelty.  That  which 
might  be  a  tolerable  condition  to  men  in  one  ftate 
of  life,  and  not  habituated  to  other  things,  may, 
when  all  thefe  circumftances  are  altered,  be  a 
dreadful  revolution  ;  and  one  to  which  a  virtuous 
mind  would  feel  pain  in  condemning  any  guilt 
except  that  which  would  demand  the  life  of  the 
offender.  But  to  many  minds  this  puniihment  of 
degradation  and  infamy  is  worfe  than  death.  Un- 
doubtedly it  is  an  infinite  aggravation  of  this  cruel 
fuffering,  that  the  perfons  who  were  taught  a 
double  prejudice  in  favour  of  religion,  by  educa- 
tion, and  by  the  place  they  held  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  its  functions,  are  to  receive  the  remnants 
of  the  property  as  alms  from  the  profane  and  im- 
pious 
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pious  hands  of  thofe  who  had  plundered  them  of 
all  the  reft ;  to  receive  (if  they  are  at  all  to  re- 
ceive) not  from  the  charitable  contributions  of 
the  faithful,  but  from  the  infolent  tendernefs  of 
known  and  avowed  Atheifm,  the  maintenance 
of  religion,  meafured  out  to  them  on  the  ftanciard 
of  the  contempt  in  which  it  is  held ;  and  for  the 
purpofe  of  rendering  thofe  who  receive  the  al- 
lowance vile  and  of  no  eftimation  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind. 

But  this  aft  of  feizure  of  property,  it  feems,  is 
a  judgment  in  law,  and  not  a  confifcation.  They 
have,  it  feems,  found  out  in  the  academies  of  the 
Palais  Royale,  and  the  yacobins,  that  certain  men 
had  no  right  to  the  poffeffions  which  they  held 
under  law,  ufage,  the  decifions  of  courts,  and  the 
accumulated  prefcription  of  a  thoufand  years. 
They  fay  that  ecclefiafticks  are  fictitious  perfons, 
creatures  of  the  ftate  ;  whom  at  pleafure  they  may 
deftroy,  and  of  courfe  limit  and  modify  in  every 
particular  ;  that  the  goods  they  poflefs  are  not  pro- 
perly theirs,  but  belong  to  the  ftate  which  created 
the  fiction ;  and  we  are  therefore  not  to  trouble 
ourfelves  with  what  they  may  fuffer  in  their  na- 
tural feelings  and  natural  perfons,  on  account  of 
what  is  done  towards  them  in  this  their  conftruc- 
tive  character.  Of  what  import  is  it,  under  what 
names  you  injure  men,  and  deprive  them  of  the 
jufl  emoluments  of  a  profeflion,  in  which  they 

were 
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were  not  only  permitted  but  encouraged  by  the 
flate  to  engage  ;  and  upon  the  fuppofed  certainty 
of  which  emoluments  they  had  formed  the  plan  of 
their  lives,  contracted  debts,  and  led  multitudes 
to  an  entire  dependence  upon  them  ? 

You  do  not  imagine,  Sir,  that  I  am  going  to 
compliment  this  miferable  diftinction  of  perfons 
with  any  long  difcuffion.  The  arguments  of  ty- 
ranny are  as  contemptible  as  its  force  is  dreadful. 
Had  not  your  confifcators,  by  their  early  crimes, 
obtained  a  power  which  fecures  indemnity  to  all 
the  crimes  of  which  they  have  fince  been  guilty, 
or  that  they  can  commit,  it  is  not  the  fyllogifm  of 
the  logician  but  the  lafh  of  the  executioner  that 
would  have  refuted  a  fophiftry  which  becomes  an 
accomplice  of  theft  and  murder.  The  fophiftick 
tyrants  of  Paris  are  loud  in  their  declamations 
againft  the  departed  regal  tyrants  who  in  former 
ages  have  vexed  the  world.  They  are  thus  bold, 
becaufe  they  are  fafe  from  the  dungeons  and  iron 
cages  of  their  old  matters .  Shall  we  be  more  ten- 
der of  the  tyrants  of  our  own  time,  when  we  fee 
them  acting  worfe  tragedies  under  our  eyes  ?  mall 
we  not  ufe  the  fame  liberty  that  they  do,  when  we 
can  ufe  it  with  the  fame  fafety  ?  when  to  fpeak 
honeft  truth  only  requires  a  contempt  of  the  opi- 
nions of  thofe  whofe  actions  we  abhor  ? 

This  outrage  on  all  the  rights  of  property  was 
at  firil  covered  with  what,  on  the  fyilem  of  their 

conduct, 
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conduct,  was  the  moil  aftonifhing  of  all  pretexts 
— a  regard  to  national  faith.  The  enemies  to  pro- 
perty at  firft  pretended  a  moft  tender,  delicate, 
and  fcrupulous  anxiety  for  keeping  the  king's  en- 
gagements with  the  publick  creditor.  Theie  pro- 
ieflbrs  of  the  rights  of  men  are  fo  bufv  in  teaching 

o  .  o 

others,  that  they  have  not  leifure  to  learn  any 
thing  themfelves ;  otherwife  they  would  have 
known  that  it  is  to  the  property  of  the  citizen, 
and  not  to  the  demands  of  the  creditor  of  the 
{late,  that  the  iirll  and  original  faith  of  civil  fo- 
ciety  is  pledged.  The  claim  of  the  citizen  is  prior 
in  time,  paramount  in  title,  fuperior  in  equity. 
The  fortunes  of*  individuals,  whether  poilefled  by 
acquifition,  or  by  defcent,  or  in  virtue  of  a  parti- 
cipation in  the  goods  of  fome  community,  were 
no  part  of  the  creditor's  fecurity,  expreffed  or 
implied.  They  never  fo  much  as  entered  into  his 
head  when  he  made  his  bargain.  He  well  knew 
that  the  publick,  whether  reprefented  by  a  mo- 
narch or  by  a  fenate,  can  pledge  nothing  but  the 
publick  eftate ;  and  it  can  have  no  publick  eftate, 
except  in  what  it  derives  from  a  juft  and  propor- 
tioned impoiition  upon  the  citizens  at  large.  This 
was  engaged,  and  nothing  elfe  could  be  engaged  to 
the  publick  creditor.  No  man  can  mortgage  his 
injuftice  as  a  pawn  for  his  fidelity. 

It  is  impoflible  to  avoid  fome  obfervation  on 
the  contradictions  caufed  by  the  extreme  rigour 

and 
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arid  the  extreme  laxity  of  the  new  publick  faitk, 
which  influenced  in  this  tranfaction,  and  which 
influenced  not  according  to  the  nature  of  the  obli- 
gation, but  to  the  defer iption  of  the  perfons  to 
whom  it  was  engaged.  No  acts  of  the  old  go- 
vernment of  the  kings  of  France  are  held  valid 
in  the  national  afleinbly  except  its  pecuniary  en- 
gagements ;  acls  of  all  others  of  the  moft  am- 
biguous legality.  The  reft  of  the  acls  of  that  royal 
government  are  conlidered  in  fo  odious  a  light, 
that  to  have  a  claim  under  its  authority  is  looked 
on  as  a  fort  of  crime.  A  peniion,  given  as  a  re- 
ward for  fervice  to  the  ftate,  is  furely  as  good  a 
ground  of  property  as  any  fecurity  for  money  ad- 
vanced to  the  ftate.  It  is  a  better  ;  for  money  is 
paid,  and  well  paid,  to  obtain  that  fervice.  We 
have  however  feen  multitudes  of  people  under  this 
defcription  in  France,  who  never  had  been  de- 
prived of  their  allowances  by  the  moft  arbitrary 
minifters,  in  the  moft  arbitrary  times,  by  this  a{- 
fembly  of  the  rights  of  men,  robbed  without 
mercy.  They  were  told,  in  anfwer  to  their  claim 
to  the  bread  earned  with  their  blood,  that  their 
fervices  had  not  been  rendered  to  the  country 
that  now  exifts. 

This  laxity  of  publick  faith  is  not  confined  to 
thofe  unfortunate  perforis.  The  aflembly,  with, 
perfeft  confiftcncy  it  muft  be  owned,  is  engaged 
in  a  refpedable  deliberation  how  far  it  is  bound 

by 
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by  the  treaties  made  with  other  nations  under  the 
former  government,  and  their  committee  is  to 
report  which  of  them  they  ought  to  ratify,  and 
which  not.  By  this  means  they  have  put  the  ex- 
ternal fidelity  of  this  virgin  ftate  on  a  par  with  its 
internal. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  upon  what  rational 
principle  the  royal  government  fhould  not,  of  the 
two,  rather  have  poffeffed  the  power  of  reward- 
ing fervice,  and  making  treaties,  in  virtue  of  its 
prerogative,  than  that  of  pledging  to  creditors  the 
revenue  of  the  ftate  actual  and  poflible.  The  trea- 
fure  of  the  nation,  of  all  things,  has  been  the  leaft 
allowed  to  the  prerogative  of  the  king  of  France, 
or  to  the  prerogative  of  any  king  in  Europe.  To 
mortgage  the  publick  revenue  implies  the  fove- 
reign  dominion,  in  the  fulleft  fenfe,  over  the  pub- 
lick  purfe.  It  goes  far  beyond  the  truft  even  of  a 
temporary  and  occafional  taxation.  The  acls  how- 
ever of  that  dangerous  power  (the  diftinctive 
mark  of  a  boundlefs  defpotifm)  have  been  alone 
held  facred.  Whence  arofe  this  preference  given 
by  a  democratick  affembly  to  a  body  of  property 
deriving  its  title  from  the  moft  critical  and  ob- 
noxious of  all  the  exertions  of  monarchical  autho- 
rity ?  Reafon  can  furniih  nothing  to  reconcile 
inconfiftency ;  nor  can  partial  favour  be  accounted 
for  upon  equitable  principles.  But  the  contradic- 
tion and  partiality  which  admit  no  iuftification, 

are 
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are  not  the  lefs  without  an  adequate  caufe  ;  and 
that  caufe  I  do  not  think  it  difficult  to  difcover. 

By  the  vaft  debt  of  France  a  great  monied  inte- 
reft  had  infcnfibly  grown  up,  and  with  it  a  great 
power.  By  the  antient  ufages  which  prevailed  in 
that  kingdom,  the  general  circulation  of  property, 
and  in  particular  the  mutual  convertibility  of  land 
into  money,  and  of  money  into  land,  had  always 
been  a  matter  of  difficulty.  Family  fettlements, 
rather  more  general  and  more  ftricl  than  they  are 
in  England,  the  jus  retraftm^  the  great  mafs  of 
landed  property  held  by  the  crown,  and  by  a 
maxim  of  the  French  law  held  unalienably,  the 
vaft  eftates  of  the  eccleliaftick  corporations, — all. 
thefe  had  kept  the  landed  and  monied  interefts 
more  feparated  in  France,  lefs  mifcible,  and  the 
owners  of  the  two  diftincl:  fpecies  of  property  not 
fo  well  difpofed  to  each  other  as  they  are  in  this 
country. 

The  monied  property  was  long  looked  on  with 
rather  an  evil  eye  by  the  people.  They  faw  it  con- 
nected with  their  diftreffes,  and  aggravating  them. 
It  was  no  lefs  envied  by  the  old  landed  interefts, 
partly  for  the  fame  reafons  that  rendered  it  ob- 
noxious to  the  people,,  but  much  more  fo  as  it 
eclipfed,  by  the  iplendour  of  an  oftentatious  lux- 
ury, the  unendowed  pedigrees  and  naked  titles  of 
ieveral  among  the  nobility.  Even  when  the  no- 
bility, which  reprefented  the  more  permanent 

landed 
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fued  with  a  degree  of  zeal  which  hitherto  had 
been  difcovered  only  in  the  propagators  of  fome 
fyftem  of  piety.    They  were  pofTeffed  with  a  fpirit 
of  profelytifm  in  the  moft  fanatical  degree ;  and 
from  thence,  by  an  eafy  progrefs,  with  the  fpirit 
of  perfecution  according  to  their  means.     What 
was  not  to  be  done  towards  their  great  end  by 
any  direct  or  immediate  act,  might  be  wrought 
by  a  longer  procefs  through  the  medium  of  opi- 
nion.    To  command  that  opinion,  the  firft  ftep  is 
to  eftablifh  a  dominion  over  thofe  who  direct  it. 
They  contrived  to  pofTefs  themfelves,  with  great 
method  and  perfeverance,  of  all  the  avenues  to 
literary  fame.     Many  of  them  indeed  flood  high 
in  the  ranks  of  literature  and  fcience.     The  world 
had  done  them  juftice  ;  and  in  favour  of  general 
talents  forgave  the  evil  tendency  of  their  peculiar 
principles.     This  was  true  liberality  ;  which  they 
returned  by  endeavouring  to  confine  the  reputa- 
tion of  fenfe,  learning,  and  tafte  to  themfelves  or 
their  followers.     I  will  venture  to  fay  that  this 
narrow,  exclufive  fpirit  has  not  been  lefs  preju- 
dicial to  literature  and  to  tafte,  than  to  morals  and 
true  philofophy.     Thefe  Atheiftical  fathers  have  a 
bigotry  of  their  own ;  and  they  have  learnt  to 
talk  againft  monks  with  the  fpirit  of  a  monk. 
But  in  fome  things  they  are  men  of  the  world. 
The  refources  of  intrigue  are  called  in  to  fupply 
the  defects  of  argument  and  wit-    To  this  fyftem 

'  of 
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of  literary  monopoly  was  joined  an  unremitting 
induitry  to  blacken  and  difcredit  in  every  way, 
and  by  every  means,  all  thofe  who  did  not  hold 
to  their  faction.  To  thofe  who  have  obierved  the 
fpirit  of  their  conduct,  it  has  long  been  clear  that 
nothing  was  wanted  but  the  power  of  carrying 
the  intolerance  of  the  tongue  and  of  the  pen  into 
a  perfecution  which  would  ftrike  at  property,  li- 
berty, and  life.  ( 

The  defultory  and  faint  perfecution  carried  on 
againft  them,  more  from  compliance  with  form 
and  decency  than  with  ferious  refentment,  neither 
weakened  their  ftrength,  nor  relaxed  their  efforts. 
The  iffue  of  the  whole  was,  that  what  with  oppo- 
lition,  and  what  with  fuccefs,  a  violent  and  ma- 
lignant zeal,  of  a  kind  hitherto  unknown  in  the 
world,  had  taken  an  entire  poffeflion  of  their 
minds,  and  rendered  their  whole  converfation, 
which  otherwife  .would  have  been  pleafing  and 
instructive,  perfectly  difgulting.  A  fpirit  of  ca- 
bal, intrigue,  and  profelytifm,  pervaded  all  their 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions.  And,  as  contro- 
verfial  zeal  foon  turns  its  thoughts  on  force,  they 
began  to  infinuate  themfelves  into  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  foreign  princes ;  in  hopes,  through 
their  authority,  which  at  lirft  they  flattered,  they 
might  bring  about  the  changes  they  had  in  view. 
To  them  it  was  indifferent  whether  thefe  changes 
were  to  be  accomplifhed  by  the  thunderbolt  of 

S  2  defpotifm, 
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defpotifm,  or  by  the  earthquake  of  popular  com- 
motion. The  correfpondence  between  this  cabal 
and  the  late  king  of  Pruflia,  will  throw  no  fmall 
light  upon  the  fpirit  of  all  their  proceedings.* 
For  the  fame  purpofe  for  which  they  intrigued 
with  princes,  they  cultivated,  in  a  diftinguimed 
manner,  the  monied  intereft  of  France  ;  and  partly 
through  the  means  furnifhed  by  thofe  whofe  pe- 
culiar offices  gave  them  the  moft  extenfive  and 
certain  means  of  communication,  they  carefully 
occupied  all  the  avenues  to  opinion. 

Writers,  efpecially  when  they  ac~fc  in  a  body, 
and  with  one  direction,  have  great  influence  on 
the  publick  mind ;  the  alliance  therefore  of  thefe 
writers  with  the  monied  intereft  had  no  fmall  ef- 
fect in  removing  the  popular  odium  and  envy 
which  attended  that  fpecies  of  wealth.  Thefe 
writers,  like  the  propagators  of  all  novelties,  pre- 
tended to  a  great  zeal  for  the  poor,  and  the  lower 
orders,  whilfl  in  their  fatires  they  rendered  hate- 
ful, by  every  exaggeration,  the  faults  of  courts, 
of  nobility,  and  of  priefthood.  They  became  a 
fort  of  demagogues.  They  ferved  as  a  link  to 
unite,  in  favour  of  one  object,  obnoxious  wealth 
to  reftlefs  and  defperate  poverty. 

As   thefe  two  kinds  of  men  appear  principal 

*  I  do  not  chufe  to  {hock  the  feeling  of  the  moral  reader  with 
any  quotation  of  their  vulgar,  bale,  and  profane  language. 
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leaders  in  all  the  late  tranfactions,  their  junction 
and  politicks  will  ferve  to  account,  not  upon  any 
principles  of  law  or  of  policy,  but  as  a  caufe^  for 
the  general  fury  with  which  all  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  ecclefiaftical  corporations  has  been  at- 
tacked ;  and  the  great  care  which,  contrary  to 
their  pretended  principles,  has  been  taken,  of  a 
monied  intereft  originating  from  the  authority  of 
the  crown.  All  the  envy  againft  wealth  and  power, 
was  artificially  directed  againft  other  defcriptions 
of  riches.  On  what  other  principle  than  that 
which  I  have  ftated  can  we  account  for  an  appear- 
ance fo  extraordinary  and  unnatural  as  that  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  poffeflions,  which  had  ftood  fo  many 
fucceflions  of  ages  and  mocks  of  civil  violences, 
and  were  guarded  at  once  by  juftice,  and  by  pre- 
judice, being  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts, 
comparatively  recent,  invidious,  and  contracted 
by  a  decried  and  fubverted  government. 

Was  the  publick  eftate  a  lufficient  ftake  for  the 
publick  debts?  Affume  that  it  was  not,  and  that 
a  lofs  muft  be  incurred  fomewhere — When  the 
only  eftate  lawfully  pofifeffed,  and  which  the  con- 
trading  parties  had  in  contemplation  at  the  time 
in  which  their  v  argain  was  made,  happens  to  fail, 
who,  according  to  the  principles  of  natural  and 
legal  equity,  ought  to  be  the  iufferer?  Certainly 
it  ought  to  be  either  the  party  who  trufted ;  or 
the  party  who  perfuaded  him  to  truft  j  or  both  ; 

S  3  and 
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and  not  third  parties  who  had  no  concern  with 
the  transaction.  Upon  any  infolvency  they  ought 
£0  fuffer  who  were  we'ak  enough  to  lend  upon 
bad  fecurity,  or  they  who  fraudulently  held  out  a 
fecurity  that  was  not  valid.  Laws  are  acquainted 
with  no  other  rules  of  decifion.  But  by  the  new  in- 
ftitute  of  the  rights  of  men,  the  only  perfons,  who 
in  equity  ought  to  fufier,  are  the  only  perfons  who 
are  to  be  faved  harmlefs :  thofe  are  to  anfwcr  the 
debt  who  neither  were  lenders  or  borrowers, 
mortgagers  or  mortgagees. 

What  had  the  clergy  to  do  with  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  ?  What  had  they  to  do  with  any  publick  en- 
gagement further  than  the  extent  of  their  own 
debt  ?  To  that,  to  be  fure,  their  eftates  were  bound 
to  the  laft  acre.  Nothing  can  lead  more  to  the 
true  fpirit  of  the  aflembly,  which  fits  for  publick 
confifcation,  with  its  new  equity  and  its  new  mo- 
rality, than  an  attention  to  their  proceeding  with 
regard  to  this  debt  of  the  clergy.  The  body  of 
confifcators,  true  to  that  monied  intereft  for  which 
they  were  falfe  to  every  other,  have  found  the 
clergy  competent  to  incur  a  legal  debt.  Of  courfe 
they  declared  them  legally  entitled  to  the  property 
which  their  power  of  incurring  the  debt  and  inortr 
gaging  the  eftate  implied  ;  recognizing  the  rights 
of  thofe  perfecuted  citizens,  in  the  very  act  in 
which  they  were  thus  grofsly  violated. 

If,  as  I  faid,  any  perfons  are  to  make  good  de- 
ficiencies 
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ficiencies  to  the  publick  creditor,  befides  the  pub- 
lick  at  large,  they  muft  be  thofe  who.  managed  the 
agreement.  Why  therefore  are  not  the  eftates  of 
all  the  comptrollers  general  confifcated  ?  Why  not 
thofe  of  the  long  fucceilion  of  minifters,  finan- 
ciers, and  bankers  who  have  been  enriched  vvhilft 
the  nation  was  impoverimed  by  their  dealings  and 
their  counfels  r  Why  is  not  the  eftate  of  Mr.  La- 
borde  declared  forfeited  rather  than  of  the  arch, 
bimop  of  Paris,  who  has  had  nothing  to  do  in  the 
creation  or  in  the  jobbing  of  the  pubjick  funds  ? 
Or,  if  you  muft  connfcate  old  landed  eftates  in  fa*- 
vour  of  the  money-jobbers,  why  is  the  penalty 
confined  to  one  defcription  ?  I  do  not  know  wher 
ther  the  expences  of  the  duke  de  Choifeul  have 
left  any  thing  of  the  infinite  fums  which  he  had 
derived  from  the  bounty  of  his  mailer,  during  the 
tranfaclions  of  a  reign  which  contributed  largely, 
by  every  fpecies  of  prodigality  in  war  and  peace, 
to  the  prefent  debt  of  France.  If  any  fuch  re* 
mains,  why  is  not  this  confifcated  ?  I  remember 
to  have  been  in  Paris  during  the  time  of  the  old 
government.  I  was  there  juft  after  the  duke  d'Ai- 
guillon  had  been  matched  (as  it  was  generally 
thought)  from  the  block  by  the  hand  of  a  protect- 
ing defpotifm.  He  was  a  minifter,  and  had  fome 
concern  in  the  affairs  of  that  prodigal  period. 
Why  do  I  not  fee  his  eftate  delivered  up  to  the 
municipalities  in  which  it  is  lituated,  The  noble 
,  $  4  family 
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family  of  Noailles  have  long  been  fervants  (me- 
ritorious fervants  I  admit)  to  the  crown  of  France, 
and  have  had  of  courfe  iome  mare  in  its  bounties. 
Why  do  I  hear  nothing  of  the  application  of  their 
eftates  to  the  publick  debt  ?  Why  is  the  eflate  *)f 
the  duke  de  Rochefoucault  more  facred  than  that 
of  the  cardinal  de  Rochefoucault  ?  The  former  is, 
I  doubt  not,  a  worthy  perfon  j  and  (if  it  were 
not  a  fort  of  profanenefs  to  talk  of  the  ufe,  as  af- 
fecting the  title  to  property)  he  makes  a  good  ufe 
of  his  revenues  ;  but  it  is  no  difrefpect  to  him  to 
fay,  what  authentick  information  well  warrants 
me  in  faying,  that  the  ufe  made  of  a  property 
equally  valid,  by  his  brother  the  cardinal  arch- 
biihop  of  Rouen,  was  far  more  laudable  and  far 
more  publick-fpirited.  Can  one  hear  of  the  pro- 
icription  of  fuch  perfons,  and  the  confifcation  of 
their  effects,  without  indignation  and  horror  ?  He 
is  not  a  man  who  does  not  feel  fuch  emotions  on 
fuch  occaiions.  He  does  not  deferve  the  name  of 
a  free  man  who  will  not  exprefs  them. 

Few  barbarous  conquerors  have  ever  made  fo 
terrible  a  revolution  in  property.  None  of  the 
heads  of  the  Roman  factions,  when  they  eftabliihed 
**  crudelem  illam  haftam"  in  all  their  auctions  of  ra-r 
pine,  have  ever  fet  up  to  fale  the  goods  of  the  con- 
quered citizen  to  fuch  an  enormous  amount.  It 
muft  be  allowed  in  favour  of  thofe  tyrants  of  an- 
tiquity, that  what  was  done  by  them  could  hardly 

be 
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be  faid  to  be  done  in  cold  blood.  Their  paflions 
were  inflamed,  their  tempers  foured,  their  under- 
ftandings  confufed,  with  the  fpirit  of  revenge, 
with  the  innumerable  reciprocated  and  recent  in- 
flictions and  retaliations  of  blood  and  rapine. 
They  were  driven  beyond  all  bounds  of  modera- 
tion by  the  apprehenfion  of  the  return  of  power 
with  the  return  of  property  to  the  families  of 
thpfe  they  had  injured  beyond  all  hope  of  forgive- 
nefs. 

Thefe  Roman  confifcators,  who  were  yet  only 
in  the  elements  of  tyranny,  and  were  not  in- 
ftrufted  in  the  rights  of  men  to  exercife  all  forts 
of  cruelties  on  each  other  without  provocation, 
thought  it  neceflary  to  fpread  a  fort  of  colour  over 
their  injuftice.  They  conlidcred  the  vanquiflied 
party  as  compofed  of  traitors  who  had  borne 
arms,  or  otherwife  had  afted  with  hoftility  againft 
the  commonwealth.  They  regarded  them  as  per- 
fons  who  had  forfeited  their  property  by  their 
crimes.  With  you,  in  your  improved  ftate  of  the 
human  mind,  there  was  no  fuch  formality.  You 
feized  upon  five  millions  fterling  of  annual  rent, 
and  turned  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  human  crea- 
tures out  of  their  houfes,  becaufe  "  fuch  was  your 
"  pleafure."  The  tyrant  Harry  the  Eighth  of 
England,  as  he  was  not  better  enlightened  than 
the  Roman  Marius's  and  Sylla's,  and  had  not  ftu- 
4ied  in  your  new  fchools,  did  not  know  what  an 

effectual 
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effectual  inftmmcnt  of  defpotifm  was  to  be  found 
ii\  th^t  gran(i  maga/ine  of  often  five  weapons,  the 
lights  of  men.  When  he  refolved  to  rob  the  ab- 
hies,  as  the  club  of  the  Jacobins  have  robbed  all 
the  eccleftafticks,  he  began  by  fetting  on  foot  a 
comniiillon  to  examine  into  the  crimes  and  abufes 
which  prevailed  in  thofe  communities.  As  it 
might  be  expected,  his  commifiion  reported  truths, 
exaggerations,  and  falfhoods.  But  truly  or  falfely 
it  reported  abufcs  and  offences.  However,  as 
abufes  might  be  corrected,  as  every  crime  of  per- 
£qns  does  not  infer  a  forfeiture  with  regard  to 
communities,  and  as  property,  in  that  dark  age, 
was  not  difcovered  to  be  a  creature  of  prejudice, 
all  thofe  abufes  (and  there  were  enough  of  them) 
were  hardly  thought  mfficient  ground  for  fuch  a 
confifcation  as  it  was  for  his  purpofes  to  make. 
He  therefore  procured  the  formal  mi-render  of 
thefe  eftates.  All  thefe  operofe  proceedings  were 
adopted  by  one  of  the  moil  decided  tyrants  in 
the  rolls  of  hiftory,  as  neceflary  preliminaries,  be- 
fore he  could  venture,  by  bribing  the  members  of 
his  two  fervile  houfes  with  a  fliare  of  the  fpoil, 
and  holding  out  to  them  an  eternal  immunity 
from  taxation,  to  demand  a  confirmation  of  his, 
iniquitous  proceedings  by  an  act  of  parliament. 
Had  fate  referved  him  to  our  times,  four  technical 
terms  would  have  done  his  bufmefs,  and  faved 
him  all  this  trouble ;  he  needed  nothing  more 

than 
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than  one  fhort  form  of  incantation — *'•  Philofophy, 
"  Light,  Liberality,  the  Rights  of  Men." 

I  can  fay  nothing  in  praife  of  thofe  acts  of  ty- 
ranny, which  no  voice  has  hitherto  ever  com- 
mended under  any  of  their  falfe  colours  ;  yet  in 
thefe  falfe  colours  an  homage  was  paid  by  defpo- 
tifm  to  juftice.  The  power  which  was  above  all 
fear  and  all  remorfe  was  not  fet  above  all  Ihame. 
Whilft  mame  keeps  its  watch,  virtue  is  not  wholly 
extinguifhed  in  the  heart ;  nor  will  moderation 
be  utterly  exiled  from  the  minds  of  tyrants. 

I  believe  every  honeft  man  fympathizes  in  his 
reflections  with  our  political  poet  on  that  occaiion, 
and  will  pray  to  avert  the  omen  whenever  thefe 
acts  of  rapacious  defpotifm  prefent  themfelves  to 
his  view* or  his  imagination : 

"  May  no  fuch  Jlorm 

"  Fall  on  our  times,  where  ruin  muft  reform. 

"  Tell  me  (my  mufe)  what  monftrous,  dire  offence, 

"  What  crimes  could  any  Chri/iian  king  incenfe 

66  To  fuch  a  rage?  Was't  luxury,  or  luft  ? 

"  Was  he  fo  temperate,  fo  chafte,  fo  juji  ? 

"  Were  thefe  their  crimes?  they  were  his  own  much  more\ 

ft  But  wealth  is  crime  enough  to  him  that's  poor.*" 

*  The  reft  of  the  paffiige  is  this 

"  Who  having  [pent  thetreafures  of  his  crown, 
*'  Condemns  their  luxury  to  feed  his  own. 
"  And  yet  this  udt,  to  varnifh  o'er  the  Ihame 
f*  Of  facrilege,  muft  bear  devotion's  name. 
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This  fame  wealth,  which  is  at  all  times  treaibn 
and  lefe  nation  to  indigent  and  rapacious   defpo* 

"  No  crime  fo  bold,  but  would  be  underflood 

"  A  real,  or  at  leaft  a  feeming  good, 

"  Who  fears  not  to  do  ill,  yet  fears  the  n\me  ; 

"  And,  free  from  confcience,  is  a  Have  to  fame. 

"  Thus  he  the  church  at  once  protects,  and  fpoils : 

*'  But  princes'  fvvords  are  iharper  than  their  ilyles. 

*'  And  thus  to  th*  ages  pull  he  makes  amends, 

'*  Their  chanty  deftroys,  their  faith  defends. 

*'  Then  did  religion  in  a  lazy  cell, 

'*  In  empty  aery  contemplations  dwell  ; 

*'  And,  like  the  block,  unmoved  lay:  but  ours, 

**  As  much  too  acYive,  like  the  ftork  devours. 

"  Is  there  no  ternp'ratc  region  can  be  known, 

f<  Betwixt  their  frigid,  and  our  torrid  zone  ? 

*'  Could  we  not  wake  from  that  lethargick  dream, 

*'  But  to  be  reftlefs  in  a  worfe  extreme  ? 

•'  And  for  that  lethargy  was  there  no  cure^ 

"  But  to  be  caft  into  a  calenture  ? 

"  Can  knowledge  have  no  bound,  but  muft  advance 

"  So  far,  to  make  us  wi(h  for  ignorance  ? 

O 

"  And  rather  in  the  dark  to  grope  our  way, 

"  Than,  led  by  a  falfe  guide,  to  err  by  day  ? 

"  Who  fees  theie  difmal  heaps,  but  would  demand, 

"  What  barbarous  invader  fack'd  the  land  ? 

*'  But  when  he  hears,  no  Goth,  no  Turk  did  bring 

"  This  defolation,  but  a  Chriftian  king; 

"  When  nothing,  but  the  name  of  zeal,  appears 

"  'Twixt  our  beft  adions.  and  the  worft  of  theirs, 

"  What  does  he  think  our  facrilege  would  fpare, 

"  ^VThen  fuch  th'  cffr&s  of  our  devotion  are  ?" 

Eii's  HILL,  by  Sir  JOHN  DENHAM. 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  267 

tifm,  under  all  modes  of  polity,  was  your  tempta- 
tion to  violate  property,  law,  and  religion,  united 
in  one  object.  But  was  the  ftate  of  France  fo 
wretched  and  undone,  that  no  other  refource  but 
rapine  remained  to  preferve  its  exiftence?  On  this 
point  I  wifli  to  receive  fome  information.  When 
the  ftates  met,  was  the  condition  of  the  finances  of 
France  fuch,  that,  after  csconomifing  on  principles 
of  juftice  and  mercy  through  all  departments,  no  fair 
repartition  of  burthens  upon  all  the  orders  could 
poflibly  reftore  them  ?  If  fuch  an  equal  impoiition 
would  have  been  fuflkient,  you  well  know  it  might 
eafily  have  been  made.  Mr.  Necker,  in  the  bud- 
get which  he  laid  before  the  orders  afiembled  at 
Verfailles,  made  a  detailed  expofition  of  the  ftate 
of  the  French  nation.* 

If  we  give  credit  to  him,  it  was  not  neceffary  to 
have  recourfe  to  any  new  impofitions  whatfoever, 
to  put  the  receipts  of  France  on  a  balance  with  its 
expences.  He  ftated  the  permanent  charges  of  all 
defcriptions,  including  the  intereft  of  a  new  loan 
of  four  hundred  millions,  at  531,444,000  livres  ; 
the  fixed  revenue  at  475,294,000,  making  the  de- 
ficiency 56,150,000,  or  mort  of  2,200,000  fterling. 
But  to  balance  it,  he  brought  forward  favings  and 
improvements  of  revenue  (coniidered  as  entire! )- 

*  Rapport  de  Monf.  le  Direfteur-gcaeral  des  Finances,  f.it 
par  ordre  du  Roi  a  Verfailles*.  jVIsi  ».  1  r*?. 

certain) 


certain)  to  rather  more  than  the  amount  of  that 
deficiency;  and  he  concludes  with  thefe  emphati- 
cal  words  (p.  39)  "  Quel  pays,  Meffieurs,  que  ce- 
"  lui,  ov,  fans  impots  et  avec  de  fimples  objets  in- 
"  appergm^  on  peut  faire  difparoitre  un  deficit  qui 
"  a  fait  tant  de  bruit  en  Europe,"  As  to  the  re- 
imburfement,  the  linking  of  debt,  and  the  other 
great  objects  of  public  credit  and  political  ar- 
rangement indicated  in  Monf.  Necker's  fpeech, 
no  doubt  could  be  entertained,  but  that  a  very 
moderate  and  proportioned  affeflment  on  the  ci- 
tizens without  diftinclion  would  have  provided 
for  all  of  them  to  the  fulleft  extent  of  their  de- 
mand. 

If  this  reprefentation  of  Monf.  Necker  was  falfe, 
then  the  aflembly  are  in  the  higheft  degree  culpable 
for  having  forced  the  king  to  accept  as  his  mini- 
iter,  and  fince  the  king's  depofition,  for  having 
employed  as  their  minifter,  a  man  who  had  been 
capable  of  abufing  fo  notorioufly  the  confidence  of 
his  mafter  and  their  own  ;  in  a  matter  too  of  the 
higheft  moment,  and  direclly  appertaining  to  his 
particular  office.  But  if  the  reprefentation  was 
cxa<5t  (as,  having  always,  along  with  you,  con- 
ceived a  high  degree  of  refpecl  for  Mr.  Necker, 
I  make  no  doubt  it  was)  then  what  can  fae  faid  in 
favour  of  thofe,  who,  inftead  of  moderate,  rea- 
fonable,  and  general  contribution,  have  in  cold 

blood, 
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blood,  and  impelled  by  no  neceflity,  had  recourfe 
to  a  partial  and  cruel  confifcation  ? 

Was  that  contribution  refufed  on  a  pretext  of 
privilege  j  either  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  or  on  that 
of  the  nobility?  No  certainly.  As  to  the  clergy, 
they  even  ran  before  the  wiihes  of  the  third  order. 
Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  ftates,  they  had  in 
all  their  inftructions  exprefsly  directed  their  de- 
puties to  renounce  every  immunity,  which  put 
them  upon  a  footing  dlflincr.  from  the  condition 
of  their  fellow  fubjects.  In  this  renunciation 
the  clergy  were  even  more  explicit  than  the  no- 
bility. 

But  let  us  fuppofe  that  the  deficiency  had  re- 
mained at  the  56  millions,  (or  2,200,000!.  fterl- 
ing)  as  at  firft  ftated  by  Mr.  Necker.  Let  us  al- 
low that  all  the  refourccs  he  oppofed  to  that  de- 
ficiency were  impudent  and  groundlefs  fictions  ; 
and  that  the  affembly  (or  their  lords  of  articles* 
at  the  Jacobins)  were  from  thence  juflified  in 
laying  the  whole  burden  of  that  deficiency  on 
the  clergy, — yet  allowing  all  this,  a  neceflity  ot 
2, 200,000!.  fterling  will  not  fupport  a  confifcation 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions.  The  impofition 
of  2,200,000!.  on  the  clergy,  as  partial,  would 

*  In  the  conftitutlon  of  Scotland,  during  the  Stuatt  reigns,  •<* 
committee  fat  for  preparing  bills  ;  and'  none  could  pafs,  but 
thofe  previoufly  approved  by  ihcrn.  This  committee  was  called 
lords  of  articles. 

have 
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have  been  opprcflive  and  unjuft,  but  it  would  not 
have  been  altogether  ruinous  to  thofe  on  whom  it 
was  impofed ;  and  therefore  it  would  not  have  an- 
fwered  the  real  purpofe  of  the  managers. 

Perhaps  perfons,  unacquainted  with  the  ftate  of 
France,  on  hearing  the  clergy  and  the  noblefle 
were  privileged  in  point  of  taxation,  may  be  led 
to  imagine,  that  previous  to  the  revolution  thefe 
bodies  had  contributed  nothing  to  the  ftate.  This 
is  a  great  miftake.  They  certainly  did  not  con- 
tribute equally  with  each  other,  nor  either  of 
them  equally  with  the  commons.  They  both 
however  contributed  largely.  Neither  nobility 
nor  clergy  enjoyed  any  exemption  from  the  ex- 
cife  on  confumable  commodities,  from  duties  of 
cuftom,  or  from  any  of  the  other  numerous  /«- 
direft  impolitions,  which  in  France,  as  well  as 
here,  make  fo  very  large  a  proportion  of  all  pay- 
ments to  the  publick.  The  noblefle  paid  the  capi* 
tation.  They  paid  alfo  a  land  tax,  called  the  twen- 
tieth penny,  to  the  height  fometimes  of  three* 
fometimes  of  four  {hillings  in  the  pound  ;  both  of 
them  dire  ft  impolitions  of  no  light  nature,  and  no 
trivial  produce.  The  clergy  of  the  provinces  an- 
nexed by  conqueft  to  France,  (which  in  extent 
make  about  an  eighth  part  of  the  whole,  but  in 
wealth  a  much  larger  proportion)  paid  likewife  to 
the  capitation  and  the  twentieth  penny,  at  the 
rate  paid  by  the  nobility.  The  clergy  in  the  old 

provinces 
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provinces  did  not  pay  the  capitation;  but  they, 
had  redeemed  themielves  at  the  expence  of  about 
24  millions,  or  a  little  more  than  a  million  fterling. 
They  were  exempted  from  the  twentieths  ;  but 
then  they  made  free  gifts  ;  they  contracted  debts 
for  the  ftate  j  and  they  were  fubje&  to  fome 
other  charges,  the  whole  computed  at  about  a 
thirteenth  part  of  their  clear  income.  They  ought 
to  have  paid  annually  about  forty  thoufand  pounds 
more,  to  put  them  on  a  par  with  the  contribution 
of  the  nobility* 

When  the  terrors  of  this  tremendous  profcrip- 
tion  hung  over  the  clergy,  they  made  an  offer  of 
a  contribution,  through  the  arehbifhop  of  Aix, 
which,  for  its  extravagance,  ought  not  to  have 
been  accepted.  But  it  was  evidently  and  obvioufly 
more  advantageous  to  the  publick  creditor,  than 
any  thing  which  could  rationally  be  promifed  by 
the  confifcation*  Why  was  it  not  accepted?  The 
reafon  is  plain — There  was  no  defire  that  the 
church  fliould  be  brought  to  ferve  the  ftate.  The. 
fervice  of  the  ftate  was  made  a  pretext  to  deftroy 
the  church.  In  their  way  to  the  destruction  of 
the  church  they  would  not  fcruple  to  deftroy  their 
country  :  and  they  have  deftroyed  it.  One  great 
end  in  the  project  would  have  been  defeated,  if  the 
plan  of  extortion  had  been  adopted  in  lieu  of  the 
fcheme  of  confifcation.  The  new  landed  intereft 
connected  with  the  new  f  epublick,  and  connected 
VOL,  V,  T  with 


272  REFLECTIONS  OTT 

with  it  for  its  very  being,  could  not  have  been* 
created.  This  was  among  the  reafons  why  that, 
extravagant  ranfom  was  not  accepted. 

The  madnefs  of  the  project  of  confifcation,  on 
the  plan  that  was  firft  pretended,  foon  became  ap- 
parent.    To  bring  this  unwieldy  mafs  of  landed 
property,  enlarged  by  the  confiscation  of  all  the 
vaft  landed  domain  of  the  crown,  at  once  into- 
market,  was  obvioufly  to  defeat  the  profits  pro- 
pofed  by  the  confifcation,  by  depreciating  the  va- 
lue of  thofe  lands,  and  indeed  of  all  the  landed 
eftates  throughout  France.     Such  a  fudden  diver- 
fion  of  all  its  circulating  money  from  trade  to  land,, 
muft  be  an  additional  mifchief.     What  ftep  was 
taken  ?  Did  the  affembly,  on  becoming  fenfible  of 
the  inevitable  ill  effects  of  their  projected  fale,  re- 
vert to  the  offers  of  the  clergy  ?  No  diftrefs  could 
obligethem  to  travel  in  a  courfe  which  was  dif- 
graced  by  any  appearance  of  juftice.  Giving  over 
all  hopes  from  a  general  immediate  fale,  another 
project  feems  to  have  fuccecded.     They  propofed 
to  take  ftock  in  exchange  for  the  church  lands.  In: 
that  project  great  difficulties  arofe  in  equalizing; 
the  objects  to-  be  exchanged.     Other  obftacles  alfo> 
prefented-  thcmielves,  which   threw   them    back 
again  upon- fome  project  of  fale.     The  municipa- 
lities had  taken  an  alarm.     They  would  not  hear 
of  transferring  the  whole  plunder  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  frock-holders  in  Paris.     Many  of  thofe 

municipalities- 
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municipalities  had  been  (upon  fyftem)  reduced  to 
the  moft  deplorable  indigence.  Money  was  no 
where  to  be  feen.  They  were  therefore  led  to  the 
point  that  was  fo  ardently  defirecl.  They  panted 
for  a  currency  of  any  kind  which  might  revive 
their  perifhing  induftry.  The  municipalities  were 
then  to  be  admitted  to  a  {hare  in  the  fpoil,  which 
evidently  rendered  the  firft  fcheme  (if  ever  it  had 
been  ferioufly  entertained)  altogether  impractica- 
ble. Publick  exigencies  prefled  upon  all  fides. 
The  minifter  of  finance  reiterated  his  call  for  fup- 
ply  with  a  moft  Urgent,  anxious,  and  boding  voice. 
Thus  pfeffecl  on  all  fides,  inftead  of  the  flrft  plan  of 
converting  their  bankers  into  biihops  and  abbots, 
inftead  of  paying  the  old  debt,  they  contracted  a 
new  debt,  at  3  per  cent,  creating  a  new  paper  cur- 
rency, founded  on  an  eventual  fale  of  the  church 
lands.  They  uTued  this  paper  currency  to  fatisfy 
in  the  firft  inftance  chiefly  the  demands  made  upon 
them  by  the  Bank  of  dif count ,  the  great  machine, 
or  paper-mill,  of  their  fictitious  wealth. 

The  fpoil  of  the  church  was  now  become  the 
only  refource  of  all  their  operations  in  "finance;  the 
vital  principle  of  all  their  politicks  ;  the  fole  fecu- 
rity  for  the  exiftence  of  their  power.  It  was  ne- 
ceffary  by  all,  even  the  moft  violent  means,  to  put 
every  individual  on  the  fame  bottom,  and  to  bind 
the  nation  in  one  guilty  intereft  to  uphold  this 
act^  and  the  authority  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was 
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done.  In  order  to  force  the  moft  reluctant  into  a 
participation  of  their  pillage,  they  rendered  their 
paper  circulation  compulfory  in  all  payments. 
Thofe  who  confider  the  general  tendency  of  their 
fchemes  to  this  one  objed  as  a  centre,  and  a  centre 
from  which  afterwards  all  their  meafures  radiate, 
will  not  think  that  I  dwell  too  long  upon  this  part 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  national  affembly. 

To  cut  off  all  appearance  of  connection  between 
the  crown  and  publick  juftice,  and  to  bring  the 
whole  under  implicit  obedience  to  the  dictators  in 
Paris,  the  old  independent  judicature  of  the  par- 
liaments, with  all  its  merits,  and  all  its  faults* 
was  wholly  abolimed.  Whilft  the  parliaments  ex- 
ifted,  it  was  evident  that  the  people  might  fome 
time  or  other  come  to  refort  to  them,  and  rally 
under  the  ftandard  of  their  antient  laws.  It  be- 
came however  a  matter  of  confideration  that  the 
magiftrates  and  officers,  in  the  courts  now  abo- 
limed, had  pur  chafed  their  places  at  a  very  high 
rate,  for  which,  as  well  as  for  the  duty  they  per- 
formed, they  received  but  a  very  low  return  of 
intereft.  Simple  confifcation  is  a  boon  only  for 
the  clergy; — to  the  lawyers  fome  appearances  of 
equity  are' to  be  obferved  ;  and  they  are  to  re- 
ceive compenfation  to  an  immenfe  amount.  Their 
compenfation  becomes  part  of  the  national  debt, 
for  the  liquidation  of  which  there  is  the  one  ex- 
Juullicfs  fund.  The  lawyers  are  to  obtain  their 
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compenfation  in  the  new  church  paper,  which  is 
to  march  with  the  new  principles  of  judicature 
and  legiflature.  The  difmiffed  magiftrates  are  to 
take  their  {hare  of  martyrdom  with  the  -ecclefiaf- 
ticks,  or  to  receive  their  own  property  from  fuch 
a  fund  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  all  thofe,  who 
have  been  feafoned  with  the  .antient  principles  of 
jurifprudence,  and  had  been  the  fworn  guardians 
of  property,  muft  look  upon  with  horror.  Even 
the  clergy  are  to  receive  their  iniferable  allowance 
out  of  the  depreciated  paper  which  is  ftamped 
with  the  indelible  character  of  facrilege,  and  with 
the  fymbols  of  their  own  ruin,  or  they  muft 
ftarve.  So  violent  an  outrage  upon  credit,  pro- 
perty, and  liberty,  as  this  compulfory  paper  cur- 
rency, has  feldom  been  exhibited  by  the  alliance 
of  bankruptcy  and  tyranny,  at  any  time,  or  in  any 
nation. 

In  the  courfe  of  all  thefe  operations,  at  length 
comes  out  the  grand  arcanum  ; — that  in  reality, 
and  in  a  fair  fenfe,  the  lands  of  the  church  (fo  far 
as  any  thing  certain  can  be  gathered  from  their 
proceedings)  are  not  to  be  fold  at  all.  By  the  late 
refolutions  of  the  national  affembly,  they  are  in- 
deed to  be  delivered  to  the  higheft  bidder.  But 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  a  certain  portion  only  of  the 
'pur chafe  money  is  to  b-e  laid  down.  A  period  of 
twelve  years  is  to  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the 
reft.  The  philofophick  purchafers  are  therefore, 
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on  payment  of  a  fort  of  fine,  to  be  put  inilantly 
into  pofleffion  of  the  eftate.     It  becomes  in  fome 
refpecls  a  fort  of  gift  to  them  ;  to  be  held  on  the 
feudal  tenure  of  zeal  to.  the  new  eftablifhment. 
This  project  is  evidently  to  let  in  a  body  of  pur- 
chafers  without  money.  The  confequence  will  be, 
that  thefe  purchafers,  or  rather  grantees,  will  pay, 
not  only  from  the  rents  as  they  accrue,  which 
might  as  well  be  received  by  the  ftate,  but  from 
the  fppil  of  the  materials  of  buildings,  from  wafte 
in  woods,  and  from  whatever  money,  by  hands 
habituated   to  the   gripings  of  ufury,   they  can 
wring  from  the  miferable  peafant.    He  is  to  be  de- 
livered over  to  the  mercenary  and  arbitrary  dif- 
cretion  of  men,  who  will  be  ftimulated  to  every 
fpecies  of  extortion  by  the  growing  demands  on 
the  -growing  profits  of  an  eftate  held  under  the 
precarious  fettlement  of  a  new  political  fyftem. 

When  all  the  frauds,  impoftures,  violences,  ra- 
pines,  burnings,  murders,  confifcations,  compul- 
fory  paper  currencies,  and  every  defcriptlon  of  ty- 
ranny and  cruelty  employed  to  bring  about  and 
to  uphold  this  revolution,  have  their  natural  ef- 
fect, that  is,  to  mock  the  moral  fentiments  of  all 
virtuous  and  fober  minds,  the  abettors  of  this  phi- 
lofophick  fyftem  immediately  ftrain  their  throats 
in  a  declamation  againft  the  old  monarchical  go- 
vernment of  France.  When  they  have  rendered 
that  4epofed  power  fufficiently  black,  they  then 
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proceed  in  argument,  as  if  all  thofe  who  difap-, 
prove  of  their  new  abufes,  muil  of  courfe  be  parti- 
sans of  the  old  ;  that  thofe  who  reprobate  their 
crude  and  violent  fchernes  of  liberty  ought  to  be 
treated  as  advocates  for  fervitude.  I  admit  that 
itheir  neceffities  do  compel  them  to  this  bafe  and 
contemptible  fraud.  Nothing  can  reconcile  men 
.to  their  proceedings  and  projects  but  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  there  is  no  third  -option  between  them 
and  fome  tyranny  as  odious  as  can  be  furniilied 
by  the  records  of  hiftory,  or  by  the  invention  of 
.poets.  This  prattling  of  theirs  hardly  deferves 
the  name  of  fophiftry.  It  is  .nothing  but  plain  im- 
pudence. Have  thefe  gentlemen  never  heard,  in 
the  whole  circle  of  the  worlds  of  theory  and  prac- 
tice, of  any  thing  between  the  defpotifm  of  the 
monarch  and  the  defpotifm  of  the  multitude.? 
Have  they  never  heard  of  a  monarchy  directed  by 
laws,  controlled  and  balanced  by  the  great  here- 
ditary wealth  and  hereditary  dignity  of  a  nation  ; 
and  both  again  controlled  by  a  judicious  check 
from  the  reafon  and  feeling  of  the  people  at  large 
acting  by  a  fukable  and  permanent  -organ  ?  Is  it 
then  impoilible  that  a  man  may  be- found  who, 
without  criminal  ill  intention,  or  pitiable  abfur- 
-dity,  fhall  prefer  fuch  a  mixed  and  tempered  go- 
vernment to  either  of  the  extremes  ;  and  who  may 
jepute  that  nation  to  be  deititute  of  all  wifdoni 
and  .of  all  virtue,  which,  having  in  its  choice  to 
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obtain  iuch  a  government  with  eafe,  or  rather  tv 
confirm  it  when  a  finally  poffcffcd,  thought  proper  to 
commit  a  thoufand  crimes,  and  to  fubject  their 
country  to  a  thoufand  evils,  in  order  to  avoid  it  ? 
Is  it  then  a  truth  fo  univerfally  acknowledged, 
that  a  pure  democracy  is  the  only  tolerable  form 
into  which  human  fociety  can  be  thrown,  that  a 
man  is  not  permitted  to  hefitate  about  its  merits, 
without  the  fufpicion  of  being  a  friend  to  tyranny, 
that  is,  of  being  a  foe  to  mankind  ? 

I  do  not  know  under  what  defcription  to  clafe 
the  prefent  ruling  authority  in  France.  It  affects 
to  be  a  pure  democracy,  though  I  think  it  in  a 
direct  train  of  becoming  fhortly  a  mifchievous  and 
ignoble  oligarchy.  But  for  the  prefent  I  admit  it 
to  be  a  contrivance  of  the  nature  ,and  effect  of 
what  it  pretends  to.  I  reprobate  no  form  of  go- 
vernment merely  upon  abftracl  principles,  There 
may  be  fituations  in  which  the  purely  dernocratick 
form  will  become  neceflary.  There  may  be  fome 
(very  few,  and  very  particularly  circumftanced) 
where  it  would  be  clearly  defirable.  This  I  do 
not  take  to  be  the  cafe  of  France,  or  of  any  other 
great  country.  Until  now,  we  have  feen  no  ex- 
amples of  considerable  democracies.  The  antients 
were  better  acquainted  with  them.  Not  being 
wholly  unread  in  the  authors,  who  had  feen  the 
moft  of  thofe  conflitutions,  and  who  beft  under- 
•flpod  them,  I  cannot  help  concurring  with  their 

opinion. 
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opinion,  that  an  abfblute  democracy,  no  more  than, 
abfolute  monarchy,  is  to  be  reckoned  among  the 
legitimate  forms  'of  government.  They  think  it 
rather  the  corruption  and  degeneracy,  than  the 
found  conftitution  of  a  republick.  If  I  recollect 
rightly,  Ariftotle  obferves,  that  a  democracy  has 
many  ftriking  points  of  refemblance  with  a  tyr 
ranny.*  Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  in  a  demo- 
cracy, the  majority  of  the  citizens  is  capable  of  ex- 
ercifing  the  mo.fl  cruel  oppreffions  upon  the  mi- 
nority, whenever  ftrong  divilions  prevail  in  that 
kind  of  polity,  as  they  often  muft ;  and  that  op- 
prefHon  of  the  minority  will  extend  to  far  greater 

*  When  I  wrote  this  I  quoted  from  memory,  after  many  years 
had  elapfed  from  my  reading  the  pafiage.  A  learned  friend,  has 
found  it,  and  jt  is  as  follows  ; 

To  '/jS"^  TO  a-Jro,   xai  a-p^u  ditnrorixa,    TUV 
Kat  foi.  i^qptG-pxTX,    uq-Trto  iy.ii  TO,    lir&tt.yi*jtldt'   x 
juaycoyl^r3  y.m  o  xo?>.a^,  ol  dvroi  x,oc,i  dvzXoyw*  xai 

rao'   £KaT£p5if    jTp^ustrjy,   ol  fjt,\v  xoXxxs;  •srapa.  TU* 

,  ol  $1  fiypctyuyoi  T^a-fot,  TOJ;  &J/AOJJ  TOK  TOiaroi?. 

'  The  ethical  charadlcr  is  the  fame  ;  both  exercife  defpotifm 
'  over  the  better  clafs  of  citizens;  and  decrees  are  in  the  one, 

*  what  ordinances  and  arrets  are  in  the  other :  the  demagogue 
'  too,  and  the  court  favourite,  are  not  unfrequently  the  fame 
?  identical  men,   and  always  bear  a  clofe  analogy ;  and  thefe 

*  have  the  principal  power,  each  in  their  refpeclive  forms  of  go- 

*  vernment,  favourites  with  the  abfolute  monarch,   and  dema- 
'  to°toues  with  a  people  iuch  as  I  have  defcribed.'     Arift.  Fa- 
Jiilc.  lib.  jv.  cap.  1. 
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numbers,  and  will  be  carried  on  with  much  greater 
fury,  than  can  almoft  ever  be  apprehended  from 
the  dominion  of  a  fmgle  fceptrc.  In  fuch  a  popu- 
lar perfecution,  individual  fuffcrcrs  are  in  a  much 
more  deplorable  condition  than  in  any  other.  Un- 
der a  cruel  prince  they  have  the  balmy  companion 
of  mankind  to  afluage  the  fmart  of  their  wounds ; 
they  have  the  plaudits  of  the  people  to  animate 
their  generous  conftancy  under  their  fufferings : 
but  thofe  who  are  fubjected  to  wrong  under  mul- 
titudes, are  deprived  of  all  external  confolation. 
They  feem  deferted  by  mankind ;  overpowered  by 
a  confpiracy  of  their  whole  fpecies. 

But  admitting  democracy  not  to  have  that  in- 
evitable tendency  to  party  tyranny,  which  I  fup- 
pofe  it  to  have,  and  admitting  it  to  poflefs  as 
much  good  in  it  when  unmixed,  as  I  am  fure  it 
pofleffes  when  compounded  with  other  forms ; 
does  monarchy,  on  its  part,  contain  nothing  at  all 
to  recommend  it  ?  I  do  not  often  quote  Boling- 
broke,  nor  have  his  works  in  general  left  any 
permanent  impreffion  on  my  mind.  He  is  a  pre- 
fumptuous  and  a  fuperficial  writer.  But  he  has 
one  obfervation,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  not 
without  depth  and  folidity.  He  fays,  that  he  pre- 
;rers  a  monarchy  to  other  governments ;  becaufe 
you  can  better  ingraft  any  defcription  of  repub- 
lick  on  a  monarchy  than  any  thing  of  monarchy 
*jpon  the  republican  forms.  I  think  him  perfectly 

in 
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in  the  right.  The  fact  is  fo  hiftorically ;  and  it 
agrees  well  with  the  fpeculation. 

I  know  how  eafy  a  topick  it  is  to  dwell  on  the 
faults  of  departed  greatnefs.  By  a  revolution  in 
the  ftate,  the  fawning  fycophant  of  yefterday  is 
converted  into  the  auflere  critick  of  the  prefent 
hour.  But  fteady  independent  minds,  when  they 
have  an  object  of  fo  ferious  a  concern  to  man- 
kind as  government,  under  their  contemplation, 
will  difdain  to  ami  me  the  part  of  fatirifts  and  de- 
claimers.  They  will  judge  of  human  inftitutions 
as  they  do  of  human  characters.  They  will  fort 
out  the  good  from  the  evil,  which  is  mixed  in 
mortal  inftitutions  as  it  is  in  mortal  men. 

Your  government  in  France,  though  ufually, 
and  I  think  iuftly,  reputed  the  beft  of  the  unqua- 
lified or  ill-qualified  monarchies,  was  ftill  full  of 
abufes,  Thefe  abufes  accumulated  in  a  length  of 
time,  as  they  muft  accumulate  in  every  monarchy 
not  under  the  conftant  infpection  of  a  popular  TQ- 
prefentative.  I  am  no  flranger  to  the  faults  and 
defects  of  the  fubverted  government  of  France  ; 
and  I  think  lam  not  inclined  by  nature  or  policy 
to  make  a  panegyrick  upon  any  thing  which  is  a 
juft  and  natural  object  of  cenfure.  But  the  qucf- 
tion  is  not  now  of  the  vices  of  that  monarchy, 
but  of  its  oiiitence.  Is  it  then  true,  that  the 
French  government  was  fuch  as  to  be  incapable 
,pr  undeferving  of  reform  ;  fo  that  it  was  of  abfo-, 

lute- 
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lute  neceflity  the  whole  fabrick  mould  be  at  once 
pulled  down,  and  the  area  cleared  for  the  erection 
of  a  theoretick  experimental  edifice  in  its  place  ? 
All  France  was  of  a  different  opinion  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1789.  The  inftruclions  to  the 
reprefentatives  to  the  ftates-general,  from  every 
diftrict  in  that  kingdom,  were  filled  with  projects 
for  the  reformation  of  that  government,  without 
the  remoteft  fuggeftion  of  a  delign  to  deflroy  it. 
Had  fuch  a  delign  been  then  even  infinuated,  I 
believe  there  would  have  been  but  one  voice,  and 
that  voice  for  rejecting  it  with  fcorn  and  horror. 
Men  have  been  fometimes  led  by  degrees,  fome- 
times  hurried  into  things,  of  which,  if  they  could 
have  feen  the  whole  together,  they  never  wrould 
have  permitted  the  moft  remote  approach.  When 
thofe  inftruc"Hons  were  given,  there  was  no  quef- 
tion  but  that  abufes  exifted,  and  that  they  demand- 
ed a  reform  ;  nor  is  there  now.  In  the  interval 
between  the  inftrucHons  and  the  revolution,  things 
changed  their  fhape ;  and  in  confequence  of  that 
change,  the  true  queftion  at  prefent  is,  Whether 
thofe  who  would  have  reformed,  or  thofe  who 
have  deftroyed,  are  in  the  right  ? 

To  hear  fome  men  fpeak  of  the  late  monarchy  of 
France,  you  would  imagine  that  they  were  talk- 
ing of  Perfia  bleeding  under  the  ferocious  fword 
of  Tahmas  Kouli  Khan ;  or  at  leaft  defcribing  the 
barbarous  anarchick  defpotifm  of  Turkey,  where 

the 


REVOLUTION    IN    FRANCE.  283 

the  fineft  countries  in  the  moft  genial  climates  in 
the  world  are  wafted  by  peace  more  than  any 
countries  have  been  worried  by  war  ;  where  arts 
are  unknown,  where  manufactures  languim,  where 
fcience  is  extinguifhed,  where  agriculture  decays, 
where  the  human  race  itfelf  melts  away  and  pe- 
rifhes  under  the  eye  of  the  obferver.  Was  this 
the  cafe  of  France  ?  I  have  no  way  of  determin- 
ing the  queftion  but  by  a  reference  to  facts.  Facts 
do  not  fupport  this  refemblance.  Along  with  much 
evil,  there  is  fome  good  in  monarchy  itfelf;  and 
fome  corrective  to  its  evil,  from  religion,  from 
laws,  from  manners,  from  opinions,  the  French 
monarchy  muft  have  received ;  which  rendered  it 
(though  by  no  means  a  free,  and  therefore  by  no 
means  a  good  conftitution)  a  defpotifm  rather  in 
appearance  than  in  reality. 

Among  the  ftandards  upon  which  the  effects  of 
government  on  any  country  are  to  be  eftimated, 
I  muft  confider  the  ftate  of  its  population  as  not 
the  leaft  certain.  No  country  in  which  popula- 
tion flourimes,  and  is  in  progreffive  improvement, 
can  be  under  a  very  mifchievous  government. 
About  iixty  years  ago,  the  Intendants  of  the  gene- 
ralities of  France  made,  with  other  matters,  a  re- 
port of  the  population  of  their  feveral  diftricts. 
I  have  not  the  books,  which  are  very  voluminous, 
by  me,  nor  do  I  know  where  to  procure  them 
(I  am  obliged  to  fpeak  by  memory,  and  therefore 

the 
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the  lefs  pofitively)  but  I  think  the  population  of 
France  was  by  them,  even  at  that  period,  efti- 
mated  at  twenty-two  millions  of  fouls.  At  the 
end  of  the  laft  century  it  had  been  generally  calcu- 
lated at  eighteen.  On  either  of  thefe  eftimations 
France  was  not  ill  peopled.  Mr.  Necker,  who  is 
an  authority  for  his  own  time  at  leaft  equal  to  the 
Intendants  for  theirs,  reckons,  and  upon  appa- 
rently fure  principles,  the  people  of  France,  in  the 
year  1780,  at  twenty-four  millions  fix  hundred 
and  feventy  thoufand.  But  was  this  the  probable 
ultimate  term  under  the  old  eftablimmcnt  ?  Dr. 
Price  is  of  opinion,  that  the  growth  of  population 
in  France  was  by  no  means  at  its  acme  in  that 
year.  I  certainly  defer  to  Dr.  Price's  authority  a 
good  dtal  more  in  thefe  fpeculations,  than  I  do 
in  his  general  politicks.  This  gentleman,  taking 
ground  on  Mr.  Necker's  data,  is  very  confident 
that  fince  the  period  of  that  minifter's  calculation, 
the  French  population  has  increafed  rapidly ;  fo 
rapidly,  that  in  the  year  1789  he  will  not  confent 
to  rate  the  people  of  that  kingdom  at  a  lower 
number  than  thirty  millions.  After  abating  much 
(and  much  I  think  ought  to  be  abated)  from  the 
fanguine  calculation  of  Dr.  Price,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  population  of  France  did  increafe  con- 
fiderably  during  this  latter  period  :  but  fuppofing 
that  it  increafed  to  nothing  more  than  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  complete  the  twenty-four  million  llx 

hundred 
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hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  to  twenty-five 
millions,  ftill  a  population  of  twenty-five  millions, 
and  that  in  an  increasing  progrefs,  on  a  fpace  of 
about  twenty-feven  thoufand  fquare  leagues,  is 
immenie.  It  is,  for  inftance,  a  good  deal  more 
than  the  proportionable  population  of  this  ifland, 
or  even  than  that  of  England,  the  beft-peopled 
part  of  the  united  kingdom. 

It  is  not  univerfally  true,  that  France  is  a  fertile 
country.  Conliderable  tracts  of  it  are  barren,  and 
labour  under  other  natural  difadvantages.  In  the 
portions  of  that  territory,  where  things  are  more 
favourable,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  difcover,  the 
numbers  of  the  people  correfpond  to  the  indul- 
gence of  nature.*  The  Generality  of  Lifle  (this  I 
admit  is  the  ftrongeft  example)  upon  an  extent  of 
four  hundred  and  four  leagues  and  a  half,  about 
ten  years  ago,  contained  feven  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  thouiand  fix  hundred  fouls,  which  is  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-two  inhabi- 
tants to  each  fquare  league.  The  middle  term  for 
the  reft  of  France  is  about  nine  hundred  inhabi- 
tants to  the  fame  admeasurement. 

I  do  not  attribute  this  population  to  the  de- 
poled  government ;  becaufe  I  do  not  like  to  com- 
pliment the  contrivances  of  men,  with  what  is  due 


*  De  rAclminiftration  des  Financcs.de  la  France,  par  Monf, 
Necker,  vol.  i.  p.  268.. 
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in  a  great  degree  to  the  bounty  of  Providence. 
But  that  decried  government  could  not  have  ob- 
ftrucled,  moft  probably  it  favoured,  the  operation 
of  thofe  caufes  (whatever  they  were)  whether  of* 
nature  in  the  foil,  or  in  habits  of  induftry  among 
the  people,  which  has  produced  fo  large  a  num- 
ber of  the  fpecies  throughout  that  whole  king- 
dom, and  exhibited  in  fome  particular  places  fuch 
prodigies  of  population.  I  never  will  fuppofe  that 
fabrick  of  a  ftate  to  be  the  worft  of  all  political  in- 
flitutions,  which,  by  experience,  is  found  to  con- 
tain a  principle  favourable  (however  latent  it  may 
be)  to  the  encreafe  of  mankind. 

The  wealth  of  a  country  is  another,  and  no 
contemptible  ftandard,  by  which  we  may  judge 
whether,  on  the  whole,  a  government  be  pro- 
tecting or  deftruclive.  France  far  exceeds  Eng- 
land in  the  multitude  of  her  people  ;  but  I  appre- 
hend that  her  comparative  wealth  is  much  inferior 
to  ours  ;  that  it  is  not  fo  equal  in  the  diftribution, 
nor  fo  ready  in  the  circulation.  I  believe  the  dif- 
ference in  the  form  of  the  two  governments  to  be 
amongft  the  caufes  of  this  advantage  on  the  fide 
of  England.  I  fpeak  of  England,  not  of  the  whole 
Britifli  dominions  ;  which,  if  compared  with  thofe 
of  France,  will,  in  fome  degree,  weaken  the  com- 
parative rate  of  wealth  upon  our  fide.  But 
that  wealth,  which  will  not  endure  a  comparifon 
the  riches  of  England,  may  conflitute  a  very 
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refpeclable  degree  of  opulence.  Mr.  Necker's 
book  publifhed  in  1785,*  contains  an  accurate 
and  interefting  collection  of  facts  relative  to  pub- 
lick  ceconomy  and  to  political  arithmetic^ ;  and 
his  fpeculations  on  the  fubject  are  in  general  wife 
and  liberal.  In  that  work  he  gives  an  idea  of  the 
ftate  of  France,  very  remote  from  the  portrait  of 
a  country  whofe  government  was  a  perfect  griev- 
ance, an  abfolute  evil,  admitting  no  cure  but 
through  the  violent  and  uncertain  remedy  of  a 
total  revolution.  He  affirms,  that  from  the  year 
1726  to  the  year  1784,  there  was  coined  at  the 
mint  of  France,  in  the  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver, 
to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  millions  of 
pounds  fterling.f 

It  is  impoflible  that  Mr.  Necker  fliould  be  mif- 
taken  in  the  amount  of  the  bullion  which  has 
been  coined  in  the  mint.  It  is  a  matter  of  official 
record.  The  reafonings  of  this  able  financier,  con- 
cerning the  quantity  of  gold  and  filver  which  re- 
mained for  circulation,  when  he  wrote  in  1785, 
that  is  about  four  years  before  the  depofition  and 
imprifonment  of  the  French  king,  are  not  of  equal 
certainty  ;  but  they  are  laid  on  grounds  fo  appa- 
rently folid,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  refufe  a  con- 

*  De  1'Adminiftration  des  Finances  de  la  France,   par  M. 
sleeker. 
t  Vol.  iii.  chop.  8.  and  chap  9. 
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fiderable  degree  of  afTent  to  his  calculation.  He 
calculates  the  nu?neraire,  or  what  we  call  fpecie^. 
then,  actually  exifting  in  France,  at  about  eighty- 
eight  millions  of  the  fame  Englifh  money.  A  great 
accumulation  of  wealth  for  one  country,  large  as. 
that  country  is !  Mr.  Necker  was  fo  far  from, 
confidering  this  influx  of  wealth  as  likely  to  ceaie, 
when  he  wrote  in  1785,  that  heprefumes  upon  a 
future  annual  increafe  of  two  per  cent,  upon  the 
money  brought  into  France  during  the  period* 
from  which  he  computed. 

Same  adequate  caufe  muft  have  originally  intro- 
duced all  the  money  coined  at  its  mint  into  that 
kingdom  ;.  and  fome  caufe  as  operative  muft  have 
kept  at  home,  or  returned  into  its  bofom,  fuch  a 
vaft  flood  of  treafure  as  Mr.  Necker  calculates 
to  remain  for  domcftick  circulation.  Suppofe  any 
reafonable  deductions  from  Mr.  Necker's  computa- 
tion ;  the  remainder  muft  ftill  amount  to  an  iin- 
menfe  fum.  C'au-fes  thus  powerful  to  acquire  and 
to  retain,  cannot  be  found  hi  difcouraged  induf- 
try,  infecure  property,  and  a  poiitively  deftructive 
government.  Indeed,  when  I  confider  the  face  of 
the  kingdom  of  France ;  the  multitude  and  opu- 
lence of  her  cities  ;  the  ufeful  magnificence  of  her 
fpacious  high-roads  and  bridges  j  the  opportunity 
of  lier  artificial  canals  and  navigations  opening  the 
conveniences  of  maritime  communication  through 
a  folid  continent  of  £b  immenfe  an  extent  j  when  I 

turn 
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turn  my  eyes  to  the  ftupendous  works  of  her  ports 
and  harbours,  and  to  her  whole  naval  apparatus, 
whether  for  war  or  trade ;  when  I  bring  before 
my  view  the  number  of  her  fortifications,  con- 
ftruded  with  fo  bold  and  mafterly  a  ikill,  and 
made  and  maintained  at  fo  prodigious  a  charge, 
prefenting  an  armed  front  and  impenetrable  bar- 
rier to  her  enemies  upon  every  iide  ;  when  I  re- 
collect how  very  fmall  a  part  of  that  extenlive  re- 
gion is  without  cultivation,  and  to  what  complete 
perfection  the  culture  of  many  of  the  beft  produc- 
tions of  the  earth  have  been  brought  in  France ; 
when  I  reflect  on  the  excellence  of  her  manufac- 
tures and  fabricks,  fecond  to  none  but  ours,  and 
in  fome  particulars  not  fecond ;  when  I  contem- 
plate the  grand  foundations  of  charity,  publick 
and  private  ;  when  I  furvey  the  ftate  of  all  the  arts 
that  beautify  and  polim  life ;  when  I  reckon  the 
men  me  has  bred  for  extending  her  fame  in  war, 
her   able   ftatefmen,  the    multitude  of  her  pro- 
found lawyers  and  theologians,  her  philofophers, 
her  criticks,  her  hiftorians  and  antiquaries,  her 
poets  and  her  orators,  facred  and  profane  ;  I  be- 
hold in  all  this  fomething  which  awes  and  com? 
mands  the  imagination,  which  checks  the  mind 
on  the  brink  of  precipitate  and  indifcriminate  cen- 
fure,  and  which  demands,  that  we  mould  very 
ferioufly  examine,  what  and  how  great  are  the 
latent  vices  that  could  authorife  us  at  once  to  level 

U  2  fo 
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fo  fpacious  a  fabrick  with  the  ground.  I  do  not 
recognize,  in  this  view  of  things,  the  defpotifm  of 
Turkey.  Nor  do  I  difcern  the  character  of  a  go- 
vernment, that  has  been,  on  the  whole,  fo*  oppref- 
iivc,  or  fo  corrupt,  or  fo  negligent,  as  to  be  utterly 
unfit  for  all  reformation.  I  muft  think  fuch  a  "go- 
vernment well  deferved  to  have  its  excellencies 
heightened ;  its  faults  corrected ;  and  its  capaci- 
ties improved  into  a  Britifh  conftitution. 

Whoever  has  examined  into  the  proceedings  of 
that  depofed  government  for  feveral  years  back, 
cannot  fail  to  have  obferved,  amidft  the  incon* 
ftancy  and  fluctuation  natural  to  courts,  an  earneft 
endeavour  towards  the  profperity  and  improve- 
ment of  the  country ;  he  muft  admit,  that  it  had1 
long  been  employed,  in  fome  inftances,  wholly  to 
remove,  in  many  confiderably  to  correct,  the  abu- 
five  practices  and  ufages  that  had  prevailed  in  the 
ftate  :  and  that  even  the  unlimited  power  of  the 
fovereign,  over  the  perfons  of  his  fubjects,  incon- 
fiftent,  as  undoubtedly  it  was,  with  law  and  li- 
berty, had  yet  been  every  day  growing  more  mi- 
tigated in  the  exercife.  So  far  from  refufing  it- 
felf  to  reformation,  that  government  was  open, 
with  a  cenfurable  degree  of  facility,  to  all  forts  of 
projects  and  projectors  on  the  fubject.  Rather 
too  much  countenance  was  given  to  the  fpirit  of 
innovation,  which  foon  was  turned  againft  thofe 
who  foflered  it,  and  ended  in  their  ruin.  It  is  bm 

cold,. 
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cold,  and  no  very  flattering  juftice  to  that  fallen 
monarchy,  to  fay,  that,  for  many  years,  it  tref- 
pafled  more  by  levity  and  want  of  judgment  in 
feveral  of  its  fchemes,  than  from  any  defect  in 
diligence  or  in  publick  fpirit.  To  compare  the 
government  of  France  for  the  laft  fifteen  or  iix- 
teen  years  with  wife  and  well-conftituted  cftabliih- 
ments,  during  that,  or  during  any  period,  is  not 
to  act  with  fairnefs.  But  if  in  point  of  prodiga- 
lity in  the  expenditure  of  money,  or  in  point  of 
rigour  in  the  exercife  of  power,  it  be  compared 
with,  any  of  the  former  reigns,  I  believe  candid 
judges  will  give  little  credit  to  the  good  intentions 
of  thofe  who  dwell  perpetually  on  the  deflations 
to  favourites,  or  on  the  expences  of  the  court,  or 
on  the  horrors  of  the  Baftile  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
the  fixteenth.* 

Whether  the  fyftem,  if  it  deferves  fuch  a  name, 
now  built  on  the  ruins  of  that  antient  monarchy, 
will  be  able  to  give  a  better  account  of  the  popu- 
lation and  wealth  of  the  country,  which  it  has 
taken  under  its  care,  is  a  matter  very  doubtful. 
Inftead  of  improving  by  the  change,  I  apprehend 
that  a  long  feries  of  years  muft  be  told  before  it 

*  The  world  is  obliged  to  Mr.  de  Calonne  for  the  pains  he 
has  taken  to  refute  the  fcandalous  exaggerations  relative  to 
fome  of  the  royal  expences,  and  to  detedl  the  fallacious  account 
given  of  penfion-s  for  the  wicked  purpofe  of  provoking  the  po- 
pulace to  all  forts  of  crimes.  • 
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can  recover  in  any  degree  the  effects  of  this  phi- 
lofophick  revolution,  and  before  the  nation  can 
be  replaced  on  its  former  footing.  If  Dr.  Price 
mould  think  fit,  a  few  years  hence,  to  favour  us 
with  an  eftimate  of  the  population  of  France,  he 
will  hardly  be  able  to  make  up  his  tale  of  thirty 
millions  of  fouls,  as  computed  in  1789,  or  the  af- 
fembly's  computation  of  twenty-fix  millions  of 
that  year ;  or  even  Mr.  Necker's  twenty-five  mil- 
lions in  1780.  I  hear  that  there  are  considerable 
emigrations  from  France ;  and  that  many  quitting 
that  voluptuous  climate,  and  that  feductive  Cir- 
cean  liberty,  have  taken  refuge  in  the  frozen  re- 
gions, and  under  the  Britifti  defpotifm,  of  Ca- 
nada. 

In  the  prefent  difappearance  of  coin,  no  perfon 
could  think  it  the  fame  country,  in  which  the  pre- 
fent minifter  of  the  finances  has  been  able  to  dif- 
cover  fourfcore  millions  fterling  in  fpecie.  From 
its  general  afpecl:  one  would  conclude  that  it  had 
been  for  fome  time  paft  under  the  fpecial  direclion 
of  the  learned  academicians  of  Laputa  and  Balni- 
barbi.*  Already  the  population x}f  Paris  has  fo  de- 
clined, that  Mr.  Necker  ftated  to  the  national  af- 
fembly  the  provifion  to  be  made  for  its  fubfiftence 
at  a  fifth  lefs  than  what  had  formerly  been  found 

i 
*  See  Gulliver's  Travels  for  the  idea  of  countries  governed  by 

philofophers. 
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requifite.*  It  is  faid  (and  I  have  never  heard  it 
contradicted)  that  an  hundred  thousand  people  are 
out  of  employment  in  that  city,  though  it  is  be- 
come the  feat  of  the  imprifoned  court  and  national 
affembly.  Nothing,  I  am  credibly  informed,  can 
exceed  the  mocking  and  difgufting  fpeclade  of 
mendicancy  difplayed  in  that  capital.  Indeed,  the 
votes  of  the  national  .afferably  leave  no  doubt  jof 
the  fact.  They  have  lately  appointed  a  {landing 
committee  of  mendicancy.  They  are  contriving 
at  once  a  vigorous  police  on  this  fubjecl:,  and,  for 
the  firft  time,  the  impofition  of  a  tax  to  maintain 
the  poor,  for  whofe  prefent  relief  great  fums  ap- 
pear on  the  face  of  the  publick  accounts  of  the 
year.f  In  the  mean  time,  the  leaders  of  the  legif- 

lative 

*  Mr.  de  Calonne  ftates  the  falling  off"  of  the  population  of 
Paris  as  far  more  considerable ;  and  it  may  be  fo,  finoe  the  pe- 
riod of  Mr.  Necker's  calculation, 
f  Travaux  de  charite  pour  fub- 

venk'  au  manque  de  travail  a       Livres.  £.       s.   tt. 

Paris  et  dans  Jes  provinces         3,866,920 —      161,121   13  4 
DeftrK.fHonde  vagabondage  et  de 

1 1  ir.endicite  -      1,671,417  —        69,642     7  6 

Primes    pour  1' importation    de 

grains       -  -      5,671,907—     236,329     92 

Dcpenfes  relatives    aux   fubfif- 

tances,  deduction  fait  des  re- 

couvrements  qivi  ont  eu  lieu    39,871,790 —  1,661,324  11   3 

Total,          51,082,034—  2,128,418      18 
U  4  When 
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lative  clubs  and  coffee-houfes  are  intoxicated  with 
admiration  at  their  own  wifdom  and  ability. 
They  fpeak  with  the  moft  fovereign  contempt  of 
the  reft  of  the  -world.  They  tell  the  people,  to 
comfort  them  in  the  rags  with  which  they  have 
cloathed  them,  that  they  are  a  nation  of  philofo- 
phers  ;  and,  fometimes,  by  all  the  arts  of  quackim 
parade,  by  mew,  tumult,  and  buftle,  fometimes  by 
the  alarms  of  plots  and  invaiions,  they  attempt  to 
drown  the  cries  of  indigence,  and  to  divert  the 
eyes  of  the  obferver  from  the  ruin  and  wretched- 
nefs  of  the  ftate.  A  brave  people  will  certainly 
prefer  liberty,  accompanied  with  a  virtuous  po- 
verty, to  a  depraved  and  wealthy  fervitude.  But 
before  the  price  of  comfort  and  opulence  is  paid, 

When  I  fent  this  book  to  the  prefs,  I  entertained  fome  doubt 
concerning  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  laft  article  in  the  above 

O 

accounts,  which  is  only  under  a  general  head,  without  any  de- 
tail. Since  then  I  have  feen  Mr.  de  Calonne's  work.  I  muft 
think  it  a  great  lofs  to  me  that  1  had  not  that  advantage  earlier. 
Mr.  de  Calonne  thinks  this  article  to  be  on  account  of  general 
fubfiftence  :  but  as  he  is  not  able  to  comprehend  how  fo  great  a... 
lofs  as  upwards  of  j£.  1,66 1,000  flerling  could  be  fuftained  on 
the  difference  between  the  price  and  the  fale  of  grain,  he  feems  ^ 
to  attribute  this  enormous  head  of  charge  to  fecret  expences  of 
the  revolution.  I  cannot  fay  any  thing  politively  on  that  fub- 
jedfc.  The  reader  is  capable  of  judging,  by  the  aggregate  of 
thefe  immenfe  charges,  on  the  Mate  and  condition  of  France  ; 
and  the  fyftem  of  publick  (Economy  adopted  in  that  nation. 
Thefe  articles  of  account  produced  no  enquiry  or  difcuffion  in 
the  national  affembly. 

one 
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one  ought  to  be  pretty  fure  it  is  real  liberty  which 
is  purchafed,  and  that  (he  is  to  be  purchafed  at  no 
other  price.  I  fliall  always,  however,  conlider 
that  liberty  as  very  equivocal  in  her  appearance, 
which  has  not  wifdom  and  juftice  for  her  compa- 
nions ;  and  does  not  lead  profperity  and  plenty  in 
her  train. 

The  advocates  for  this  revolution,  not  fatisfied 
with  exaggerating  the  vices  of  their  antient  go- 
vernment, ftrike  at  the  fame  of  their  country  it- 
felf,  by  painting  almoft  all  that  could  have  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  ftrangers,  I  mean  their  no- 
bility and  their  clergy,  .as  objects  of  horror.  If 
this  were  only  a  libel,  there  had  not  been  much  in 
it.  But  it  has  practical  confequences.  Had  your 
nobility  and  gentry,  who  formed  the  great  body 
of  your  landed  men,  and  the  whole  of  your  mili- 
tary officers,  refembled  thofe  of  Germany,  at  the 
period  when  the  Hanfe-towns  were  neceflitated  to 
confederate  againft  the  nobles  in  defence  of  their 
property — had  they  been  like  the  Orftni  and  Vitelli 
in  Italy,  who  ufed  to  fally  from  their  fortified  dens 
to  rob  the  trader  and  traveller — had  they  been, 
fuch  as  the  Mamalukes  in  Egypt,  or  the  Nay  res  on 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  I  do  admit,  that  too  critical 
an  enquiry  might  not  be  advifeable  into  the  means 
of  freeing  the  world  from  fuch  a  nuifance.  The 
kilatues  of  Equity  and  Mercy  might  be  veiled  for 
a  moment.  The  tendereft  minds,  confounded  with 

the 
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the  dreadful  exigence  in  which  morality  fubmits 
to  the  fufpenfion  of  its  own  rules  in  favour  of  its 
own  principles,  might  turn  afide  whilft  fraud  and 
violence  were  accompliftiing  the  deftruction  of  a 
pretended  nobility  which  difgraced  whilft  it  perfe- 
cuted  human  nature.  The  perfons  moft  abhor- 
rent from  blood,  and  treafon,  and  arbitrary  con- 
fifcation,  might  remain  filent  fpectators  of  this  civil 
war  between  the  vices. 

But  did  the  privileged  nobility  who  met  under 
the  king's  precept  at  Verfailles,  in  1789,  or  their 
conftituents,  deferve  to  be  looked  on  as  the  Nayres 
or  Majnalukes  of  this  age,  or  as  the  Orjini  and  Vi- 
telli  of  antient  times  ?  If  I  had  then  afked  the  quef- 
tion,  I  fhould  have  pafled  for  a  madman.  What 
have  they  lince  done  that  they  were  to  be(  driven 
into  exile,  that  their  perfons  mould  be  hunted 
about,  mangled,  and  tortured,  their  families  dif- 
perfed,  their  houfes  laid  in  afhes,  and  their  order 
mould  be  abolifhed,  and  the  memory  of  it,  if  pof- 
iible,  extinguilhed,  by  ordaining  them  to  change 
the  very  names  by  which  they  were  ufually 
known  ?  Read  their  inftructions  to  their  reprefen- 
tatives.  They  breathe  the  fpirit  of  liberty  as 
warmly,  and  they  recommend  reformation  as 
flrongly,  as  any  other  order.  Their  privileges  re- 
lative to  contribution  were  voluntarily  furren- 
dered  ;  as  the  king,  from  the  beginning,  furren- 
•dered  all  pretence  to  a  right  of  taxation.  Upon  a 

free 
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free  constitution  there  was  but  one  opinion  in 
France.  The  abfolute  monarchy  was  at  an  end. 
It  breathed  its  laft,  without  a  groan,  without  ftrug- 
gle,  without  convulsion.  All  the  ftruggle,  all  the 
diileniion  arofe  afterv/ards  upon  the  preference  of 
a  defpotick  democracy  to  a  goverment  of  recipro- 
cal controul.  The  triumph  of  the  victorious  party 
was  over  the  principles  of  a  Britifh  conftitution. 

I  have  obferved  the  affectation,  which,  for 
many  years  paft,  has  prevailed  in  Paris  even  to  a 
degree  perfectly  childifh,  of  idolizing  the  memory 
of  your  Henry  the  Fourth.  If  any  thing  could 
put  one  out  of  humour  with  that  ornament  to 
the  kingly  character,  it  would  be  this  overdone 
ftyle  of  infidious  panegyrick.  The  perfons  who 
have  worked  this  engine  the  moft  bulily,  are  thofe 
who  have  ended  their  panegyricks  in  dethroning 
his  fucceffor  and  defcendant ;  a  man,  as  good-na- 
tured at  the  leaft,  as  Henry  the  Fourth;  altogether 
as  fond  of  his  people  ;  and  who  has  done  infinitely 
more  to  correct  the  antient  vices  of  the  ftate  than 
that  great  monarch  did,  or  we  are  fure  he  ever 
meant  to  do.  Well  it  is  for  his  panegyrifts  that 
they  have  not  him  to  deal  with.  For  Henry  of 
Navarre  was  a  refolute,  active,  and  politick  prince. 
He  poffefTed  indeed  great  humanity  and  mildnefs ; 
but  an  humanity  and  mildnefs  that  never  flood  in 
the  way  of  his  interefts.  He  never  fought  to  be 
loved  without  putting  himfelf  firft  in  a  condition 

to 
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to  be  feared.  He  ufed  foft  language  with  deter- 
mined conduct.  He  aflerted  and  maintained  his 
authority  in  the  grofs,  and  diitributed  his  acts  of 
conceilion  only  in  the  detail.  He  fpent  the  in- 
come of  his  prerogatives  nobly ;  but  he  took  care 
not  to  break  in  upon  the  capital;  never  abandon- 
ing for  a  moment  any  of  the  claims,  which  he 
made  under  the  fundamental  laws,  nor  fparing  to 
med  the  blood  of  thofe  who  oppofed  him,  often  in 
the  field,  fometimes  upon  the  fcaffold.  Becaufe  he 
knew  how  to  make  his  virtues  refpected  by  the 
ungrateful,  he  has  merited  the  praifes  of  thofe 
whom,  if  they  had  lived  in  his  time,  he  would 
have  fhut  up  in  the  Baftile,  and  brought  to  punifti- 
ment  along  with  the  regicides  whom  he  hanged 
after  he  had  famimed  Paris  into  a  furrender. 

If  thefe  panegyrifts  are  in  earn  eft  in  their  admi- 
ration of  Henry  the  Fourth,  they  muft  remember, 
that  they  cannot  think  more  highly  of  him,  than 
he  did  of  the  nobleffe  of  France ;  whofe  virtue, 
honour,  courage,  patriotifm,  and  loyalty  were  his 
conftant  theme. 

But  the  nobility  of  France  are  degenerated  fince 
the  days  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  This  is  poflible. 
But  it  is  more  than  I  can  believe  to  be  true  in  any 
great  degree.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  France 
as  correctly  as  fome  others ;  but  I  have  endea- 
voured through  my  whole  life  to  make  myfelf  ac- 
quainted with  human  nature :  otherwife  I  mould 

be 
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be  unfit  to  take  even  my  humble  part  in  the  ferviee 
of  .mankind.  In  that  ftudy  I  could  not  pafs  by  a 
vaft  portion  of  our  nature,  as  it  appeared  modified 
in  a  country  but  twenty-four  miles  from  the  more 
of  this  ifland.  On  my  beft  obfervation,  compared 
with  my  beft  enquiries,  I  found  your  nobility  for 
the  greater  part  compofed  of  men  of  an  high  fpirit, 
and  of  a  delicate  fenfe  of  honour,  both  with  re- 
gard to  themfelves  individually,  and  with  regard 
to  their  whole  corps,  over  whom  they  kept,  be- 
yond what  is  common  in  other  countries,  a  cen- 
forial  eye.  They  were  tolerably  well-bred ;  very 
officious,  humane,  and  hospitable ;  in  their  con- 
verfation  frank  and  open  ;  with  a  good  military 
tone ;  and  reafonably  tinctured  with  literature, 
particularly  of  the  authors  in  their  own  language. 
Many  had  pretenfions  far  above  this  defcription. 
I  fpeak  of  thofe  who  were  generally  met  with. 

As  to  their  behaviour  to  the  inferior  clailes, 
they  appeared  to  me  to  comport  themfelves  to- 
wards them  with  good-nature,  and  with  fomething 
more  nearly  approaching  to  familiarity,  than  is 
generally  pracHfed  with  us  in  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  higher  and  lower  ranks  of  life.  To 
ftrike  any  perfon,  even  in  the  moft  abject  condi- 
tion, was  a  thing  in  a  manner  unknown,  and 
would  be  highly  difgraceful.  Inftances  of  other 
ill-treatment  of  the  humble  part  of  the  commu- 
nity were  Fare  ;  and  as  to  attacks  made  upon  the 

property 


300  REFLECTIONS    ON    THJE 

property  or  the  perfonal  liberty  of  the  commons, 
I  never  heard  of  any  whatfoever  from  them ;  nor, 
whilft  the  laws  were  in  vigour  under  the  antient 
government,  would  fuch  tyranny  in  fubjecls  have 
been  permitted.     As  men  of  landed  eftates,  I  had 
no  fault  to  find  with  their  conduct,  though  much 
to  reprehend,  and  much  to  wifh  changed,  in  many 
of  the  old  tenures.     Where  the  letting  of  their 
land  was  by  rent,  I  could  not  difcover  that  their 
agreements  with  their  farmers  were  oppreflive  j 
nor  when  they  were  in  partnerfhlp  with  the  far- 
mer, as  often  was  the  cafe,  have  I  heard  that  they 
had   taken  the    lion's    fliare.      The  proportions 
feemed  not  inequitable.     There  might  be  excep- 
tions ;  but  certainly  they  were  exceptions  only.   I 
have  no  reafon  to  believe  that  in  thefe  refpecls 
the  landed  nobleffe  of  France  were  worfe  than  the 
landed  gentry  of  this  country  ;  certainly  in  no 
refpect  more  vexatious  than  the  landholders,  not 
noble,  of  their  own  nation.     In  cities  the  nobility 
had  no  manner  of  power  ;  in  the  country  very 
little.     You  know,  Sir,  that  much  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment, and  the  police  in  the    moft  eflential 
parts,  was  not  in  the  hands  of  that  nobility  which 
prefents  itfelf  firft  to  our  conlideration.     The  re- 
venue, the  fyftem  and  collection  of  which  were 
the  moft  grievous  parts  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, was  not  adminiftered  by  the  men  of  the 
fwordj  nor  were  they  anfwerable  for  the  vices 
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of  its  principle,  or  the  vexations,  where  any  fitch, 
exifted,  in  its  management. 

Denying,  as  I  am  well  warranted  to  do,  that  the 
nobility  had  any  conliderable  fhare  in  the  oppref- 
fion  of  the  people,  in  cafes  in  which  real  opprefllon 
exifted,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  they  were  not 
without  confiderable  faults  and  errors.  A  foolifli 
imitation  of  the  worft  part  of  the  manners  of 
England,  which  impaired  their  natural  character, 
without  fubftituting  in  its  place  what  perhaps  they 
meant  to  copy,  has  certainly  rendered  them  worfe 
than  formerly  they  were.  Habitual  diffolutenefs 
of  manners  continued  beyond  the  pardonable  pe- 
riod of  life,  was  more  common  amongft  them 
than  it  is  with  us ;  and  it  reigned  with  the  lefs 
hope  of  remedy,  though  pofllbly  with  fomething 
of  lefs  mifchief,  by  being  covered  with  more  exte- 
rior decorum.  They  countenanced  too  much 
that  licentious  philofophy  which  has  helped  to 
bring  on  their  ruin.  There  was  another  error 
amongft  them  more  fatal.  Thofe  of  the  com- 
mons, who  approached  to  or  exceeded  many  of 
the  nobility  in  point  of  wealth,  were  not  fully  ad- 
mitted to  the  rank  and  eftimation  which  wealth, 
in  reafon  and  good  policy,  ought  to  beftow  in  every 
country  ;  though  I  think  not  equally  with  that  of 
other  nobility.  The  two  kinds  of  ariftocracy  were 
too  punctilioufly  kept  afiinder ;  lefs  fo,  however,, 
than  m  Germany  and  fome  other  nations. 

This, 
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This  reparation,  as  I  have  already  taken  the  li- 
berty of  fuggefting  to  you,  I  conceive  to  be  one 
principal  caufe  of  the  deftrucHon  of  the  old  nobi- 
lity. The  military,  particularly,  was  too  exclu- 
nVely  refer ved  for  men  of  family.  But,  after  all, 
this  was  an  error  of  opinion,  which  a  conflicting 
opinion  would  have  rectified.  A  permanent  af- 
fembly,  in  which  the^  commons  had  their  mare  of 
power,  would  foon  abolifli  whatever  was  too  in- 
vidious and  infulting  in  thefe  diftinctions ;  and 
even  the  faults  in  the  morals  of  the  nobility  would 
have  been  probably  corrected  by  the  greater  va- 
rieties of  occupation  and  purfuit  to  which  a  con- 
ftitution  by  orders  would  have  given  rife. 

All  this  violent  cry  againft  the  nobility  I  take 
to  be  a  mere  work  of  art.  To  be  honoured  and 
even  privileged  by  the  laws,  opinions,  and  inve- 
terate ufages  of  our  country,  growing  out  of  the 
prejudice  of  ages,  has  nothing  to  provoke  horror 
and  indignation  in  any  man.  Even  to  be  too  te- 
nacious of  thofe  privileges,  is  not  abfolutely  a 
crime.  The  ftrong  ftruggle  in  every  individual 
to  preferve  pofleffion  of  what  he  has  found  to  be- 
long to  him  and  to  diftinguifti  him,  is  one  of  the 
fecurities  againft  injuftice  and  defpotifm  implanted 
in  our  nature.  It  operates  as  an  inftinct  to  fecure 
property,  and  to  preferve  communities  in  a  fettled 
ftate.  What  is  there  to  fliock  in  this  ?  Nobility  is 
a  graceful  ornament  to  the  civil  order.  It  is  the 
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Corinthian  capital  of  polifhed  fociety.  Omnes  boni 
nobllltati  femper  favemits,  was  the  faying  of  a  wife 
and  good  man.  It  is  indeed  one  fign  of  a  liberal 
and  benevolent  mind  to  incline  to  it  with  fome 
fort  of  partial  propenfity.  He  feels  no  ennobling 
principle  in  his  own  heart  who  wimes  to  level  all 
the  artificial  inftitutions  which  have  been  adopted 
for  giving  a  body  to  opinion,  and  permanence  to 
fugitive  efteem.  It  is  a  four,  malignant,  envious 
difpofition,  without  tafte  for  the  reality,  or  for 
any  image  or  reprefentation  of  virtue,  that  fees 
with  joy  the  unmerited  fall  of  what  had  long 
flouriihed  in  fplendour  and  in  honour.  I  do  not 
like  to  fee  any  thing  deftroyed;  any  void  pro- 
duced in  fociety;  any  ruin  on  the  face  of  the  land. 
It  was  therefore  with  no  difappointment  or  duTa- 
tisfaction  that  my  enquiries  and  obfervation  did 
not  prefent  to  me  any  incorrigible  vices  in  the  no- 
blefle  of  France,  or  any  abufe  which  could  not  be 
removed  by  a  reform  very  ihort  of  abolition. 
Your  nobleffe  did  not  deferve  punifhment  j  but  to 
degrade  is  to  punifh. 

It  was  with  the  fame  fatisfaction  I  found  that 
the  refult  of  my  enquiry  concerning  your  clergy 
was  not  diflimilar.  It  is  no  foothing  news  to  my 
cars,  that  great  bodies  of  men  are  incurably  cor- 
rupt. It  is  not  with  much  credulity  I  liflen  to 
any,  when  they  {peak  evil  of  thofe  whom  they  are 
going  to  plunder.  I  rather  fufpect  that  vices  are 
Voi-.V.  X  feigned 
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feigned  or  exaggerated,  when  profit  is  looked  fbr 
in  their  puniihmeht.  An  enemy  is  a  bad  witnefs  : 
a  robber  is  a  worfe*  Vices  and  abufes  there  were 
undoubtedly  in  that  order,  and  rmift  be.  It  was 
an  old  eftablifhment,  and  not  frequently  revifed. 
But  I  faw  no  crimes  in  the  individuals  that  me- 
rited confifcation  of  their  fubftance,  not  thofe 
cruel  infults  and  degradations,  and  that  unnatural 
periecution  which  have  been  fubftituted  in  the 
place  of  meliorating  regulation. 

If  there  had  been  any  juft  caufe  for  this  new 
religious  perfecution,  the  atheiftick  libellers,  who 
art  as  trumpeters  to  animate  the  populace  to  plun- 
der, do  fiot  love  any  body  fo  much  as  not  to  dwell 
witli  complacence  on  the  vices  of  the  exifting 
clergy.  This  they  have  not  done.  They  find  them- 
f  elves  obliged  to  rake  into  the  hiftories  of  former 
ages  (which  they  have  ranfacked  with  a  malig- 
nant and  profligate  induftry)  for  every  inftance  of 
oppreffion  and  perfecution  which  has  been  made 
by  that  body  or  in  its  favour,  in  order  to  juftify, 
upon  very  iniquitous,  becaufe  very  illogical  prin- 
ciples of  retaliation,  their  own  perfections,  and 
their  own  cruelties.  After  deftroying  all  other 
genealogies  and  family  diftincHons,  they  invent  a 
fort  of  pedigree  of  crimes.  It  is  not  very  juft  to 
diaftifc  men  for  the  offences  of  their  natural  an- 
sdtors ;  but  to  take  the  fiction  of  anceftry  in  a 
corporate  fucceilion,  as  a  ground  for  punifhing 

men 
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hien  who  have  no  relation  to  guilty  acts,  except 
in  names  and  general  defcriptions,  is  a  fort  of  re- 
finement in  injuftice  belonging  to  the  philofophy 
of  this  enlightened  age.  The  aflembly  punifhes 
men,  many,  if  not  moft,  of  whom  abhor  the  vio- 
lent conduct  of  eccleiiafticks  in  former  times  as 
much  as  their  prefent  perfecutors  can  do,  and  who 
would  be  as  loud  and  as  ftrong  in  the  expreffion  of 
that  fenfe,  if  they  were  not  well  aware  of  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  all  this  declamation  is  employed. 

Corporate  bodies  are  immortal  for  the  good  of 
the  members,  but  not  for  their  punimment.  Na- 
tions themfelves  are  fuch  corporations.  As  well 
might  we  in  England  think  of  waging  inexpiable 
war  upon  all  Frenchmen  for  the  evils  which  they 
have  brought  upon  us  in  the  feveral  periods  ol  our 
mutual  hoftilities.  You  might,  on  your  part, 
think  yourfelves  juftified  in  falling  upon  all  Eng- 
Kmmen  on  account  of  the  unparalleled  calamities 
brought  upon  the  people  of  France  by  the  unjuft 
invalions  of  our  Henries  and  our  Edwards.  In- 
deed we  mould  be  mutually  juftified  in  this  ex- 
terminatory war  upon  each  other,  full  as  much  as 
you  are  in  the  unprovoked  perfecution  of  your 
prefent  countrymen,  on  account  of  the  conduct  of 
men  of  the  fame  name  in  other  times. 

We  do  not  draw  the  moral  leffons  we  might 
from  hiftory."  On  the  contrary,  without  care  it 
may  be  ufed  to  vitiate  our  minds  and  to  defiroy 
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our  happincfs.  In  hiftory  at  great  volume  is 
rolled  for  our  inftruction,  drawing  the  materials 
of  future  wifdom  from  the  paft  errors  and  infir- 
mities of  mankind.  It  may,  in  the  perverlion, 
ferve  for  a  magazine,  furniihing  ofFenfive  and  de- 
fenfive  weapons  for  parties  in  church  and  ftate, 
and  fupplying  the  means  of  keeping  alive,  or  re- 
viving dhTenfions  and  animofities,  and  adding  fuel 
to  civil  fury.  Hiftory  confifts,  for  the  greater 
part,  of  the  miferies  brought  upon  the  world  by 
pride,  ambition,  avarice,  revenge,  luft,  fedition, 
hypocrify,  ungoverned  zeal,  and  all  the  train  of 
diforderly  appetites,  which  fhake  the  publick  with 
the  fame 

"  troublous  ftorms  that  tofs 

"  The  private  ftate  >  and  render  life  unfweet" 

T l^efe  vices  are  the  caufes  of  thofe  ftorms.  Reli* 
gion,  morals,  laws,  prerogatives,  privileges,  liber- 
ties, rights  of  men,  are  the  pretexts.  The  pretexts 
are  always  found  in  fome  fpecious  appearance 
of  a  real  good.  You  would  not  fecure  men 
from  tyranny  and  fedition,  by  rooting  out  of  the 
mind  the  principles  to  which  thefe  fraudulent  pre- 
texts apply  ?  If  you  did,  you  would  root  out  every 
thing  that  is  valuable  in  the  human  breaft.  As 
thefe  are  the  pretexts,  fo  the  ordinary  actors  and 
inftruments  in  great  publick  evils  are  kings,  priefts, 
magiilrates,  fenates,  parliaments,  national  aflem- 
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blies,  judges,  and  captains.  You  would  not  cure 
the  evil  by  refolving,  that  there  fliould  be  no  more 
monarchs,  nor  minifters  of  ftate,  nor  of  the  gof- 
pel ;  no  interpreters  of  law  ;  no  general  officers  ; 
no  publick  councils.  You  might  change  the 
names.  The  things  in  fome  fhape  muft  remain. 
A  certain  quantum  of  power  muft  always  exift  in 
the  community,  in  fome  hands,  and  under  fome 
appellation.  Wife  men  will  apply  their  remedies 
to  vices,  not  to  names  ;  to  the  caufes  of  evil  which 
are  permanent,  not  to  the  occafional  organs  by 
which  they  act,  and  the  tranlitory  modes  in 
which  they  appear.  Otherwife  you  will  be  wife 
hiftorically,  a  fool  in  practice.  Seldom  have  two 
ages  the  fame  famion  in  their  pretexts  and  the  fame 
modes  of  mifchief.  Wickednefs  is  a  little  more  in- 
ventive. Whilft  you  are  difcuffing  fafhion,  the 
fafhion  is  gone  by.  The  very  fame  vice  affumes  a 
new  body.  The  fpirit  tranfmigrates ;  and,  far 
from  loling  its  principle  of  life  by  the  change  of  its 
appearance,  it  is  renovated  in  its  new  organs  with 
the  frefh  vigour  of  a  juvenile  activity.  It  walks 
abroad  ;  it  continues  its  ravages ;  whilft  you  are 
gibbeting  the  carcafs,  or  demoliming  the  tomb. 
You  are  terrifying  yourfelves  with  ghofts  and  ap- 
paritions, whilft  your  houfe  is  the  haunt  of  rob- 
bers. It  is  thus  with  all  thofe,  who,  attending 
only  to  the  fhell  and  hulk  of  hiftory,  think  they 
are  waging  war  with  intolerance,  pride,  and 
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cruelty,  whilft,  under  colour  of  abhorring  the  ill 
principles  of  antiquated  parties,  they  are  authoriz- 
ing and  feeding  the  fame  odious  vices  in  different 
factions,  and  perhaps  in  worfe. 

Your  citizens  of  Paris  formerly  had  lent  them- 
felves  as  the  ready  inftruments  to  flaugh.ter  the  fol- 
lowers of  Calvin,  at  the  infamous  mafiacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew.  What  mould  we  fay  to  thofe  who 
could  think  of  retaliating  on  the  Parifians  of  this 
day  the  abominations  and  horrors  of  that  time  ? 
They  are  indeed  brought  to  abhor  that  maflacre. 
Ferocious  as  they  are,  it  is  not  difficult  to  make 
them  diilike  it ;  becaufe  the  politicians  and  fafhion- 
able  teachers  have  no  intereft  in  giving  their  paf- 
fions  exactly  the  fame  direction.  Still  however 
they  find  it  their  intereft  to  keep  the  fame  favage 
difpofitions  alive.  It  was  but  the  other  day  that 
they  caufed  this  very  maflacre  to  be  acted  on  the 
ftage  for  the  diverfion  of  the  defcendants  of  thofe 
who  committed  it.  In  this  tragick  farce  they  pro- 
duced the  cardinal  of  Lorraine  in  his  robes  of 
function,  ordering  general  {laughter.  Was  this 
fpectacle  intended  to  make  the  Parifians  abhor  per* 
fecution,  and  loath  the  efrufion  of  blood  ? — No;  it 
was  to  teach  them  to  perfecute  their  own  paftors ; 
it  was  to  excite  them,  by  raifing  a  difguft  and  hor- 
ror of  their  clergy,  to  an  alacrity  in  hunting  down 
to  cjeftruclion  an  order,  which,  if  it  ought  to  exift 
%t  all,  ought  to  exift  not  only  in  fafety,  but  in 
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reverence.  It  was  to  flimulate  their  cannibal  ap- 
petites (which  one  would  think  had  been  gorged 
fufficiently)  by  variety  and  feafoning  ;  and  to 
quicken  them  to  an  alertnefs  in  new  murders 
and  maflacres,  if  it  fhould  fuit  the  purpofe  of  the 
Guifes  of  the  day.  An  aflembly,  in  which  fat  a 
multitude  of  priefts  and  prelates,  was  obliged  to 
fuffer  this  indignity  at  its  door.  The  author  was 
not  fent  to  the  gallies,  nor  the  players  to  the  houfe 
of  correction.  Not  long  after  this  exhibition, 
thofe  players  came  forward  to  the  aflembly  to  claim 
the  rites  of  that  very  religion  which  they  had 
dared  to  expofe,  and  to  fliew  their  proftituted 
faces  in  the  fenate,  whilft  the  archbifhop  of  Paris, 
whofe  function  was  known  to  his  people  only  by 
his  prayers  and  benedictions,  and  his  wealth  only 
by  alms,  is  forced  to  abandon  his  houfe,  and  to  fly 
from  his  flock  (as  from  ravenous  wolves)  becaufe, 
truly,  in  the  fixteenth  century,  the  cardinal  of 
Lorraine  was  a  rebel  and  a  murderer. 

Such  is  the  effect  of  the  perverfion  of  hiftory,  by 
thofe,  who,  for  the  fame  nefarious  purpofes,  have 
perverted  every  other  part  of  learning.  But  thofe 
who  will  ftand  upon  that  elevation  of  reafon, 
which  places  centuries  under  our  eye,  and  brings 
things  to  the  true  point  of  comparifon,  which  ob- 
fcures  little  names,  and  effaces  the  colours  of  little 
parties,  and  to  whicli  nothing  can  afcend  but  the 
fpirit  and  moral  quality  of  human  actions,  will  fay 
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to  the  teachers  of  the  Palais  Royal, — the  cardinal 
of  Lorraine  was  the  murderer  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  you  have  the  glory  of  being  the  mur- 
derers in  the  eighteenth  ;  and  this  is  the  only  dif- 
ference between  you.  But  hiftory,  in  the  nine- 
teenth century,  better  underilood,  and  better  em- 
ployed, will,  I  truft,  teach  a  civilized  pofterity  to 
abhor  the  mifdeeds  of  both  thefe  barbarous  ages. 
It  will  teach  future  priefts  and  magiftrates  not  to 
retaliate  upon  the  fpeculative  and  inactive  atheifts 
of  future  times,  the  enormities  committed  by  the 
prefcnt  practical  zealots  and  furious  fanaticks  of 
that  wretched  error,  which,  in  its  quiefcent  ft  ate, 
is  more  than  punilhed,  whenever  it  is  embraced. 
It  will  teach  pofterity  not  to  make  war  upon  either 
religion  or  philofophy,  for  the  abufe  which  the 
hypocrites  of  both  have  made  of  the  two  moft  va-> 
luable  bleflings  conferred  upon  us  by  the  bounty 
of  the  univerfal  Patron,  who  in  all  things  emi- 
nently favours  and  protects  the  race  of  man. 

If  your  clergy,  or  any  clergy,  mould  mew  them- 
felves  vicious  beyond  the  fair  bounds  allowed  to 
human  infirmity,  and  to  thofe  profeflional  faults 
which  can  hardly  be  feparated  from  profeflional 
virtues,  though  their  vices  never  can  countenance 
the  exercife  of  oppreflion,  I  do  admit,  that  they 
would  naturally  have  the  effect  of  abating  very 
much  of  our  indignation  againft  the  tyrants  who 
exceed  meafur§  and.juftice  in  their  pummment. 

I  can 
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I  can  allow  in  clergymen,  through  all  their  divii 
fions,  fome  tenacioufnefs  of  their  own  opinion ; 
fome  overflowings  of  zeal  for  its  propagation  ; 
fome  predilection  to  their  own  {late  and  office  ; 
fome  attachment  to  the  intereft  of  their  own  corps; 
fome  preference  to  thofe  who  liften  with  docility 
to  their  doctrines,  beyond  thofe  who  fcorn  and  de- 
ride them.  I  allow  all  this,  becaufe  I  am  a  man 
who  have  to  deal  with  men,  and  who  would  not, 
through  a  violence  of  toleration,  run  into  the 
greateft  of  all  intolerance.  I  muft  bear  with  in- 
firmities until  they  fefter  into  crimes. 

Undoubtedly,  the  natural  progrefs  of  the  paf- 
ilons,  from  frailty  to  vice,  ought  to  be  prevented 
by  a  watchful  eye  and  a  firm  hand.  But  is  it  true 
that  the  body  of  your  clergy  had  paft  thofe  limits 
of  a  juft  allowance  ?  From  the  general  ftyle  of 
your  late  publications  of  all  forts,  one  would  be 
led  to  believe  that  your  clergy  in  France  were  a 
fort  of  monfters;  an  horrible  compofition  of  fu- 
perftition,  ignorance,  floth,  fraud,  avarice,  and  ty- 
ranny. But  is  this  true  ?  Is  it  true,  that  the  lapfc 
of  time,  the  cefiation  of  conflicting  interefts,  the 
woeful  experience  of  the  evils  refulting  from  party 
rage,  have  had  no  fort  of  influence  gradually  to 
meliorate  their  minds  ?  Is  it  true,  that  they  were 
daily  renewing  invafions  on  the  civil  power,  trou- 
bling the  domeftick  quiet  of  their  country,  and 
rendering  the  operations  of  its  government  feeble 

and 
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and  precarious  ?  Is  it  true,  that  the  clergy  of  our 
times  have  prefled  down  the  laity  with  an  iron 
hand,  and  were,  in  all  places,  lighting  up  the  fires 
of  a  favage  perfecution  ?  Did  they  by  every  fraud 
endeavour  to  encreafe  their  eftates  ?  Did  they  ufe 
to  exceed  the  due  demands  on  eftates  that  were 
their  own  ?  Or,  rigidly  {brewing  up  right  into 
wrong,  did  they  convert  a  legal  claim  into  a  vex- 
atious extortion  ?  When  not  pofTefled  of  power, 
were  they  filled  with  the  vices  of  thofe  who  envy 
it  ?  Were  they  enflamed  with  a  violent  litigious 
fpirit  of  controverfy  ?  Goaded  on  with  the  ambi- 
tion of  intellectual  fovereignty,  were  they  ready 
to  fly  in  the  face  of  all  magiftracy,  to  fire  churches, 
to  maflacre  the  priefts  of  other  defcriptions,  to  pull 
down  altars,  and  to  make  their  way  over  the 
ruins  of  fubverted  governments  to  an  empire  of 
doctrine,  fometimes  flattering,  fometimes  forcing 
the.  confciences  of  men  from  the  jurifdiction  of 
publick  inftitutions  into  a  fubmiffion  to  their  per- 
fonal  authority,  beginning  with  a  claim  of  liberty 
and  ending  with  an  abufe  of  power  ? 

Thefe,  or  fome  of  thefe,  were  the  vices  objected, 
and  not  wholly  without  foundation,  to  feveral  of 
the  churchmen  of  former  times,  who  belonged  to 
the  two  great  parties  which  then  divided  and  dif- 
tracted  Europe. 

If  there  was  in  France,  as  in  other  countries 
there  vifibly  is,  a  great  abatement,  rather  than  any 

increafe 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  313 

mcreafe  of  thefe  vices,  inftead  of  loading  the  pre- 
fent  clergy  with  the  crimes  of  other  men,  and  the 
odious  character  of  other  times,  in  common  equity 
they  ought  to  be  praifed,  encouraged,  and  fup- 
ported,  in  their  departure  from  a  fpirit  which  di£ 
graced  their  predeceffors,  and  for  having  affumed 
a  temper  of  mind  and  manners  more  fuitable  to 
their  facred  function. 

When  my  occafions  took  me  into  France,  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  latev  reign,  the  clergy,  under 
all  their  forms,  engaged  a  confiderable  part  of  my 
curiofity.  So  far  from  finding  (except  from  one 
fet  of  men,  not  then  very  numerous  though  very- 
active)  the  complaints  and  difcontents  againft  that 
body,  which  fome  publications  had  given  me  rea- 
fon  to  expect,  I  perceived  little  or  no  publick  or 
private  uneafmefs  on  their  account.  On  further 
examination,  I  found  the  clergy  in  general,  perfons 
of  moderate  minds  and  decorous  manners ;  I  in- 
clude the  feculars,  and  the  regulars  of  both  fexes. 
I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  know  a  great  many 
of  the  parochial  clergy  ;  but  in  general  I  received 
a  perfectly  good  account  of  their  morals,  and  of 
their  attention  to  their  duties.  With  fome  of  the 
higher  clergy  I  had  a  peribnal  acquaintance  ;  and 
of  the  reft  in  that  clafs,  very  good  means  of  in- 
formation. They  were,  almoft  all  of  them,  per- 
fons of  noble  birth.  They  refembled  others  of 
their  own  rank  j  and  where  there  was  any  differ- 
ence. 
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ence,  it  was  in  their  favour.  They  were  more 
fully  educated  than  the  military  noblefle  ;  fo  as  by 
no  means  to  difgrace  their  profeflion  by  ignorance, 
or  by  want  of  fitnefs  for  the  cxcrcife  of  their  au- 
thority. They  feemed  to  me,  beyond  the  clerical 
character,  liberal  and  open  j  with  the  hearts  of 
gentlemen,  and  men  of  honour  ;  neither  infolent 
nor  fervile  in  their  manners  and  conduct.  They 
feemed  to  me  rather  a  fuperior  clafs ;  a  fet  of  men, 
amongfl  whom  you  would  not  be  furprifed  to  find 
a  Fenelon.  I  faw  among  the  clergy  in  Paris  (many 
of  the  defcription  are  not  to  be  met  with  any 
where)  men  of  great  learning  and  candour  ;  and  1 
had  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  defcription  was 
not  confined  to  Paris.  What  I  found  in  other 
places,  I  know  was  accidental ;  and  therefore  to 
be  prefumed  a  fair  fample.  I  fpent  a  few  days  in 
a  provincial  town,  where,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
bifhop,  I  paired  my  evenings  with  three  clergy- 
men, his  vicars-general,  perfons  who  would  have 
done  honour  to  any  church.  They  were  all  well 
informed ;  two  of  them  of  deep,  general,  and  ex- 
ten  five  erudition,  antient  and  modern,  oriental 
and  weftern  j  particularly  in  their  own  profeflion. 
They  had  a  more  extenfive  knowledge  of  our 
Englim  divines  than  I  expected ;  and  they  entered 
into  the  genius  of  thofe  writers  with  a  critical  ac- 
curacy. One  of  thefe  gentlemen  is  fince  dead, 
the  Abbe  Morangis.  I  pay  this  tribute,  without 
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reluctance,  to  the  memory  of  that  noble,  reve- 
rend, learned,  and  excellent  perfon  ;  and  I  mould 
do  the  fame,  with  equal  cheerfulnefs,  to  the  me- 
rits of  the  others,  who  I  believe  are  ftill  living,  if 
I  did  not  fear  to  hurt  thofe  whom  I  am  unable  to* 
ferve. 

Some  of  thefe  eccleiiafticks  of  rank,  are,  by  all 
titles,  perfons  deferving  of  general  refpect.  They 
are  deferving  of  gratitude  from  me,  and  from 
many  Englifli.  If  this  letter  mould  ever  come 
into  their  hands,  I  hope  they  will  believe  there 
are  thofe  of  our  nation  who  feel  for  their  unme- 
rited fall,  and  for  the  cruel  confifcation  of  their 
fortunes,  with  no  common  fenfibility.  What  I 
fay  of  them  is  a  teftimony,  as  far  as  one  feeble 
voice  can  go,  whiph  I  owe  to  truth.  Whenever 
the  queftion  of  this  unnatural  perfecution  is  con- 
cerned, I  will  pay  it.  No  one  ihall  prevent  me 
from  being  juft  and  grateful.  The  time  is  fitted 
for  the  duty  ;  and  it  is  particularly  becoming  to 
mew  our  juftice  and  gratitude,  when  thofe  who 
have  defervediwell  of  us  and  of  mankind  are  la- 
bouring under  popular  obloquy  and  the  perfecu- 
tions  of  oppreffive  power. 

You  had  before  your  revolution  about  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  biihops.  A  few  of  them  were 
men  of  eminent  fanctity,  and  charity  without  limit. 
When  we  talk  of  the  heroick,  of  courfe  we  talk  of 
rare,  virtue.  I. believe  the  inftances  of  emii 
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depravity  may  be  as  rare  amongft  them  as  thofcf 
of  tranfcendent  goodnefs.  Examples  of  avarice 
and  of  licentioufnefs  may  be  picked  out,  I  do  not 
queftion  it,  by  thofe  who  delight  in  the  inveftiga- 
tion  which  leads  to  fuch  difcoveries.  A  man,  as 
old  as  I  am,  will  not  be  aftonimed  that  feveral* 
in  every  defcription,  do  not  lead  that  perfect  life 
of  felf-denial,  with  regard  to  wealth  or  to  pleafure* 
which  is  wifhed  for  by  all,  by  fome  expected,  but 
by  none  exacted  with  more  rigour,  than  by  thofe 
who  are  the  moft  attentive  to  their  own  interefts, 
or  the  moft  indulgent  to  their  own  paffions. 
When  I  was  in  France,  I  am  certain  that  the  num- 
ber of  vicious  prelates  was  not  great.  Certain  in* 
dividuals  among  them  not  diftinguifliable  for  the 
regularity  of  their  lives,  made  fome  amends  for 
their  want  of  the  fevere  virtues,  in  their  poffefiion 
of  the  liberal ;  and  were  endowed  with  qualities 
which  made  them  ufefui  in  the  church  and  ftate. 
I  am  told,  that  with  few  exceptions,  Louis  the 
Sixteenth  had  been  more  attentive  to  character,  in 
his  promotions  to  that  rank,  than  his  immediate 
predecefibr ;  and  I  believe  (as  fome  fpirit  of  re- 
form has  prevailed  through  the  whole  reign)  that 
it  may  be  true.  But  the  prefent  ruling  power  has 
fhewn  a  difpofition  only  to  plunder  the  church* 
It  has  puniihed  all  prelates ;  which  is  to-  favour 
the  vicious,  at  leaft  in  point  of  reputation.  It  has 
made  a  degrading  penfionary  eftablifliment,  to 

which 
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which  no  man  of  liberal  ideas  or  liberal  condition 
will  deftine  his  children.  It  muft  fettle  into  the 
loweft  claffes  of  the  people.  As  with  you  the  in- 
ferior clergy  are  not  numerous  enough  for  their 
duties ;  as  thefe  duties  are,  beyond  meafure,  mi- 
nute and  toilfome ;  as  you  have  left  no  middle 
claffes  of  clergy  at  their  eafe,  in  future  nothing 
of  fcience  or  erudition  can  exift  in  the  Galilean 
church.  To  complete  the  project,  without  the 
leaft  attention  to  the  rights  of  patrons,  the  affem- 
bly  has  provided  in  future  an  elective  clergy ;  an 
arrangement  which  will  drive  out  of  the  clerical 
profellion  all  men  of  fobriety ;  all  who  can  pre- 
tend to  independence  in  their  function  or  their 
conduct ;  and  which  will  throw  the  whole  direc- 
tion of  the  publick  mind  into  the  hands  of  a 
let  of  licentious,  bold,  crafty,  factious,  flattering 
wretches,  of  fuch  condition  and  fuch  habits  of 
life  as  will  make  their  contemptible  pennons  (in 
comparifon  of  which  the  ftipend  of  an  excifeman 
is  lucrative  and  honourable)  an  object  of  low  and 
illiberal  intrigue.  Thofe  officers,  whom  they  ftill 
call  bifhops,  are  to  be  elected  to  a  provilion  com- 
paratively mean,  through  the  fame  arts,  (that  is, 
electioneering  arts)  by  men  of  all  religious  tenets 
that  are  known  or  can  be  invented.  The  new 
lawgivers  have  not  afcertained  any  thing  whatfo- 
ever  concerning  their  qualifications,  relative  ei- 
ther to  doctrine  or  to  morals ;  no  more  than  they 
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have  done  with  regard  to  the  iubordinate  clergy  ( 
nor  does  it  appear  but  that  both  the  higher  and 
the  lower  may,  at  their  difcretion,  practife  or 
preach  any  mode  of  religion  or  irreligion  that 
they  pleafe.  I  do  not  yet  fee  what  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  bifhops  over  their  fubordinates  is  to  be  ; 
or  whether  they  are  to  have  any  jurifdi&ion  at  all. 
In  fhort,  Sir,  it  feems  to  me,  that  this  new  ec- 
deliaftical  eftablimment  is  intended  only  to  be 
temporary,  and  preparatory  to  the  utter  abolition, 
under  any  of  its  forms,  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
whenever  the  minds  of  men  are  prepared  for  this 
laft  ftroke  againft  it,  by  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
plan  for  bringing  its  minifters  into  univerfal  con- 
tempt. They  who  will  not  believe,  that  the  phi- 
lofophical  fanaticks  who  guide  in  thefe  matters, 
have  long  entertained  fuch  a  defign,  are  utterly 
ignorant  of  their  character  and  proceedings.  Thefe 
enthuliafts  do  not  fcruple  to  avow  their  opinion, 
that  a  ftate  can  fubfift  without  any  religion  better 
than  with  one ;  and  that  they  are  able  to  fupply 
the  place  of  any  good  which  may  be  in  it,  by  % 
project  of  their  own — namely,  by  a  fort  of  educa- 
tion they  have  imagined,  founded  in  a  knowledge 
of  the  physical  wants  of  men  ;  progreilively  car- 
ried to  an  enlightened  felf-intereft,  which,  when 
well  underftood,  they  tell  us,  will  identify  with  an. 
intereft  more  enlarged  and  publick.  The  fchemc 
of  this  education  has  been  long  known.  Of  late 

they 
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they  diftinguifh  it  (as  they  have  got  an  entire  new 
nomenclature  of  technical  terms)  by  the  name  of  a 
Civick  Education. 

I  hope  their  partizans  in  England  (to  whom  I 
rather  attribute  very  inconfiderate  conduct  than 
the  ultimate  object  in  this  deteftable  defign)  will 
fucceed  neither  in  the  pillage  of  the  ecclefiafticks, 
nor  in  the  introduction  of  a  principle  of  popular 
election  to  our  bifhopricks  and  parochial  cures. 
This,  in  the  prefent  condition  of  the  world,  would 
be  the  laft  corruption  of  the  church ;  the  utter 
ruin  of  the  clerical  character  ;  the  moft  dangerous 
ihock  that  the  ftate  ever  received  through  a  mif- 
underftood  arrangement  of  religion.  I  know  well 
enough  that  the  bifhopricks  and  cures,  under 
kingly  and  feignoral  patronage,  as  now  they  are 
in  England,  and  as  they  have  been  lately  in  France, 
are  fometimes  acquired  by  unworthy  methods ; 
but  the  other  mode  of  ecclefiaftical  canvas  fubjects 
them  infinitely  more  furely  and  more  generally  to 
all  the  evil  arts  of  low  ambition,  which,  operating 
on  and  through  greater  numbers,  will  produce 
mifchief  in  proportion. 

Thofe  of  you  who  have  robbed  the  clergy,  think 
that  they  mail  eafily  reconcile  their  conduct  to  all 
proteftant  nations ;  becaufe  the  clergy,  whom 
they  have  thus  plundered,  degraded.,  and  given 
over  to  mockery  and  fcorn,  are  of  the  Roman 
Catholick,  that  is,  of  their  own  pretended  perfua- 
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fion.  1  havd  no  doubt  that  fome  mifcrable  bigot* 
will  be  found  here  as  well  as  elfewhere,  who  hate 
feels  and  parties  different  from  their  own,  more 
than  they  love  the  fubftance  of  religion  ;  and  who 
are  more  angry  with  thofe  who  differ  from  them 
in  their  particular  plans  and  fyftems,  than  dif- 
pleafed  with  thofe  who  attack  the  foundation  of 
our  common  hope.  Thefe  men  will  write  and 
fpeak  on  the  fubject  in  the  manner  that  is  to  be 
expected  from  their  temper  and  character.  Bur- 
net  fays,  that  when  he  was  in  France,  in  the  year 
1683,  "  the  method  which  carried  over  the  men 

"  of  the  fmeft  parts  to  popery  was  this they 

"  brought  themfelves  to  doubt  of  the  whole  chrif- 
"  tian  religion.  When  that  was  once  done,  it 
"  feemed  a  more  indifferent  thing  of  what  fide  or 
"  form  they  continued  outwardly."  If  this  was 
then  the  ecclefiaftick  policy  of  France,  it  is  what 
they  have  lince  but  too  much  reafon  to  repent  of. 
They  preferred  atheifm  to  a  form  of  religion  not 
agreeable  to  their  ideas.  They  fucceeded  in  de- 
ftroying  that  form  ;  and  atheifm  has  fucceeded  in 
deftroying  them.  I  can  readily  give  credit  to  Bur- 
net's  ftory ;  becaufe  I  have  obferved  too  much  of 
a  fimilar  fpirit  (for  a  little  of  it  is  "  much  too 
"  much")  amongft  ourfelves.  The  humour,  how- 
ever, is  not  general. 

The  teachers  who  reformed  our  religion  in  Eng- 
land bore  no  fort  of  refemblance  to  your  prefent 
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reforming  doctors  in  Paris.  Perhaps  they  were 
(like  thofe  whom  they  oppofed)  rather  more  than 
could  be  wifhecl  under  the  influence  of  a  party 
fpirit ;  but  they  were  moft  Sincere  believers  ;  men 
of  the  moft  fervent  and  exalted  piety ;  ready  to 
die  (as  fome  of  them  did  die)  like  true  heroes  in 
defence  of  their  particular  ideas  of  chriftianity  ; 
as  they  would  with  equal  fortitude,  and  more 
chearfully,  for  that  ftock  of  general  truth,  for 
the  branches  of  which  they  contended  with  their 
blood.  Thefe  men  would  have  difavowed  with, 
horror  thofe  wretches  who  claimed  a  fellowship 
with  them  upon  no  other  titles  than  thofe  of  their 
having  pillaged  the  perfons  with  whom  they  main* 
tained  controversies,  and  their  having  defpifed  the 
common  religion,  for  the  purity  of  which  they 
exerted  therrifelves  with  a  zeal,  which  unequivo- 
cally befpoke  their  higheft  reverence  for  the  fub- 
ftance  of  that  fyftem  which  they  wiihed  to  reform* 
Many  of  their  defcendants  have  retained  the  fame 
zeal,  but  (as  lefs  engaged  in  conflict)  with  more 
moderation.  They  do  not  forget  that  juftice  and 
mercy  are  fubftantial  parts  of  religion.  Impious 
men  do  not  recommend  themfelves  to  their  com- 
munion by  iniquity  and  cruelty  towards  any  de- 
fcription  of  their  fellow-creatures. 

We  hear  thefe  new,  teachers  continually  .boaft- 
ing  of  their  fpirit  of  toleration.  That  thofe  per- 
fons fhould  tolerate  all  opinions,  who  think  none 
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to  be  of  eftimation,  is  a  matter  of  fmall  merit. 
Equal  neglect  is  not  impartial  kindnefs.  The  fpe- 
cies  of  benevolence,  which  arifcs  from  contempt, 
is  no  true  charity.  There  are  in  England  abun- 
dance of  men  who  tolerate  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
toleration.  They  think  the  dogmas  of  religion, 
though  in  different  degrees,  are  all  of  moment ; 
and  that  amongft  them  there  is,  as  amongft  all 
things  of  value,  a  juft  ground  of  preference.  They 
favour,  therefore,  and  they  tolerate.  They  tole- 
ratej  not  becaufe  they  defpife  opinions,  but  be- 
caufe  they  refpect  juftice.  They  would  reverently 
and  affectionately  protect  ail  religions,  becaufe 
they  love  and  venerate  tie  great  principle  upon 
which  they  all  agree,  and  the  great  object  to  which 
they  are  all  directed.  They  begin  more  and  more 
plainly  to  difcern,  that  we  have;  all  a  common 
caufe,  as  againft  a  common  enemy.  They  will 
not  be  fo  milled  by  the  fpirit  of  faction,  as  not 
to  diftinguilh  what  is  done  in  favour  of  their 
fubdiviiion,  from  thofe  acts  of  hoflility,  which, 
through  fome  particular  defcription,  are  aimed  at 
the  whole  corps,  in  which  they  themfelves,  under 
another  denomination,  are  included.  It  is  impof- 
fible  for  me  to  fay  what  may  be  the  character  of 
every  defcription  of  men  amongft  us.  But  I  fpeak 
for  the  greater  part;  and  for  them,  I  muft  tell 
you,  that  facrilege  is  no  part  of  their  doctrine  of 
good  works ;  that,  ib  far  from  calling  you  into. 
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their  fcllowfhip  on  fuch  title,  if  your  profeffors 
arc  admitted  to  their  communion,  they  muft  care- 
fully conceal  their  doctrine  of  the  lawfulnefs  of 
the  profcription  of  innocent  men  ;  and  that  they 
muft  make  reftitution  of  all  ftolen  goods  whatfo- 
ever.  Till  then  they  are  none  of  ours. 

You  may  fuppofe  that  we  do  not  approve  your 
confifcation  of  the  revenues  of  bifhops,  and  deans^ 
and  chapters,  and  parochial  clergy  poiidTmg  inde- 
pendent eftates  arifing  from  land,  becaufe  we  have 
the  fame  fort  of  eftablifliment  in  England.  That 
objection,  you  will  fay,  cannot  hold  as  to  the  con- 
fifcation  of  the  goods  of  monks  and  nuns,  and  the 
abolition  of  their  order.  It  is  true,  that  this  par- 
ticular part  of  your  general  confifcation  does  not 
affecl:  England,  as  a  precedent  in  point :  but  the 
reafon  applies  ;  and  it  goes  a  great  way.  The 
long  parliament  confifcated  the  lands  of  deans  and 
chapters  in  England  on  the  fame  ideas  upon  which 
your  affembly  fet  to  fale  the  lands  of  the  monaf- 
tick  orders.  But  it  is  in  the  principle  of  injuftice' 
that  the  danger  lies,  and  not  in  the  defcription  of 
perfons  on  whom  it  is  firft  exercifed.  I  fee,  in  a 
Country  very  near  us,  a  courfe  of  policy  purfued, 
which  fets  juftice,  the  common  concern  of  man- 
kind, at  defiance.  With  the  national  aflembly  of 
France,  poffeffion  is  nothing,  law  and  ufage  ar? 
nothing.  I  fee  the  national  affembly  openly  re- 
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probate  the  doftrine  of  prefcription,  which  one 
of  the  greateft  of  their  own  lawyers  *  tells  us,  with 
great  truth,  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  nature.  He 
tells  us,  that  the  pofitive  afcertainment  of  its  limits, 
and  its  fecurity  from  invafion,  were  among  the 
caufes  for  which  civil  fociety  itfelf  has  been  inftir 
tuted.  If  prefcription  be  once  ftiaken,  no  fpecies 
pf  property  is  fecure,  when  it  once  becomes  an 
object  large  enough  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  indi- 
gent power.  I  fee  a  practice  perfectly  correfpond- 
ent  to  their  contempt  of  this  great  fundamental 
part  of  natural  law.  I  fee  the  confifcators  begin 
with  bHhops,  and  chapters,  and  monafteries  ;  but 
I  do  not  fee  them  end  there.  I  fee  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  who,  by  the  oldeft  ufages  of  that  kingr 
dom,  held  large  landed  eftates,  (hardly  with  the 
compliment  of  a  debate)  deprived  of  their  poffefr 
fions,  and  in  lieu  of  their  ftable  independent  pro- 
perty, reduced  to  the  hope  of  fome  precarious, 
charitable  penfion,  at  the  pleafure  of  an  affembly, 
which  of  courfe  will  pay  little  regard  to  the  rights 
of  penlioners  at  pleafure,  when  it  defpifes  thofe  of 
legal  proprietors.  Fluftied  with  the  infolence  of 
their  lirft  inglorious  victories,  and  preffed  by  the 
diftrefles  caufed  by  their  luft  of  unhallowed  lucre, 
difappointed  but  not  difcouraged,  they  have  at 
length  ventured  completely  to  fubvert  all  pro- 

*  Domat. 
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perty  of  all  defer iptions  throughout  the  extent  of 
a  great  kingdom.  They  have  compelled  all  men, 
in  all  tranfactions  of  commerce,  in  the  difpofal  of 
lands,  in  civil  dealing,  and  through  the  whole 
communion  of  life,  to  accept  as  perfect  payment 
and  good  and  lawful  tender,  the  fymbols  of  their 
fpeculations  on  a  projected  fale  of  their  plunder. 
What  veftiges  of  liberty  or  property  have  they 
left  ?  The  tenant-right  of  a  cabbage-garden,  a 
year's  intereft  in  a  hovel,  the  good-will  of  an  ale- 
houfe  or  a  baker's  fhop,  the  very  fliadow  of  a  con- 
ftructive  property,  are  more  ceremonioufly  treat- 
ed in  our  parliament  than  with  you  the  oldeft  and 
moil  valuable  landed  pofieflions,  in  the  hands  of 
the  moft  refpectable  perfonages,  or  than  the  whole 
body  of  the  monied  and  commercial  intereft  of 
your  country.  We  entertain  an  high  opinion  of 
the  legiflative  authority ;  but  we  have  never 
dreamt  that  parliaments  had  any  right  whatever 
to  violate  property,  to  over-rule  prefcription,  or 
to  force  a  currency  of  their  own  fiction  in  the 
place  of  that  which  is  real,  and  recognized  by  the 
law  of  nations.  But  you,  who  began  with  re- 
fufing  to  fubmit  to  the  moft  moderate  reftraints, 
have  ended  by  eftablifhing  an  unheard-of  defpo- 
tifm.  I  find  the  ground  upon  which  your  confii- 
cators  go  is  this  ;  that  indeed  their  proceedings 
could  not  be  fupported  in  a  court  of  juftice  ;  but 
that  the  rules  of  prefcription  cannot  bind  a  legtua- 
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tive  aflembly.*  So  that  this  Icgiflative  afTcmbly 
of  a  free  nation  fits,  not  for  the  fecurity,  but  for 
the  destruction  of  property,  and  not  of  property 
only,  but  of  every  rule  and  maxim  which  can 
give  it  liability,  and  of  thofe  inftruments  which 
can  alone  give  it  circulation. 

When  the  Anabaptifts  of  Munfter,  in  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  had  filled  Germany  with  confu- 
iion  by  their  fyftem  of  levelling  and  their  wild 
opinions  concerning  property,  to  what  country  in 
Europe  did  not  the  progrefs  of  their  fury  furnifh 
juft  caufe  of  alarm  ?  Of  all  things,  wifdom  is  the 
molt  terrified  with  epidemical  fanaticifm,  becaufe 
of  all  enemies  it  is  that  againft  which  flie  is  theleaft 
able  to  furnifh  any  kind  of  refource.  We  cannot  be 
ignorant  of  the  fpirit  of  atheiftical  fanaticifm,  that  is 
infpired  by  a  multitude  of  writings,  difperfed  with 
incredible  afliduity  and  expence,  and  by  fermons 
delivered  in  all  the  ftreets  and  places  of  publick 
refort  in  Paris.  Thefe  writings  and  fermons  have 
filled  the  populace  with  a  black  and  favage  atro- 
city of  mind,  which  fuperfedes  in  them  the  com- 
mon feelings  of  nature,  as  well  as  all  fentiments 
of  morality  and  religion ;  infomuch  that  thefe 
wretches  are  induced  to  bear  with  a  fullen  pa- 
tience the  intolerable  diftrefles  brought  upon  them 
by  the  violent  convulfions  and  permutations  that 

*  Speech  of  Mr.  Camus,  published  by  order  of  the  national 
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have  been  made  in  property.*  The  fpirit  of  pro- 
felytifm  attends  this  fpirit  of  fanaticifm.  They 
have  focieties  to  cabal  and  corretpond  at  home  and 
abroad  for  the  propagation  of  their  tenets.  The 
republick  of  Berne,  one  of  the  happieft,  the 
moft  profperous,  and  the  beft  governed  countries 
upon  earth,  is  one  of  the  great  objects,  at  the 


*  Whether  the  following  defcription  is  flriclly  true  I 
not;  but  it  is  what  the  publifliers  would  have  pafs  for  true,  in 
order  to  animate  others.  In  a  letter  from  Toul,  given  in  one  of 
their  papers,  is  the  following  paffage  concerning  the  people  of 
"  that  diftricl::  "  Dans  la  revolution  aciuelle,  ils  ont  reTifte  & 
*'  toutes  \zsfichtflions  du  bivotifme,  aux  perjecutions  et  aux  tracaffs- 
«'  ries  des  ennemis  de  la  revolution.  Ovbliant  leurs  phis  grands 
*''  intercts  pour  rendre  hommage  aux  vues  d'ordre  general  qui 
"  ont  determine  I'affembleenationale,  ils  voient,  fans  ft  plaindre, 
tf  fupprimer  cette  foule  d'etablifTemens  eccleliaftiques  par  lef- 
*'  quels  ils  fubjiftoient  ;  et  meme,  en  perdant  leur  fiege  epifcopal, 
"  la.  feule  de  toutes  ces  reffources  qui  pouvoit,  ou  plutot  qui  de~ 
*'  voit,  en  toute  dquitJ,  leur  etre  conicrvee  ;  condamnes  a  la  plus 
"  effrayante  misere,  fans  avoir  ete  ni  pu  tire  cntendus,  ils  nc  mur- 
"  murent  point,  ilsreftent  fideles  aux  principes  du  plus  pur  patrio- 
*'  tifme  ;  ils  font  encore  prets  a  •verfe.r  leur  fang  pcur  le  maintien 
"  de  la  conftitution,  qui  va  redutre  leur  ville  a  la  plus  dtplorabk 
"  nullite."  Thefe  people  are  not  fuppofed  to  have  endured  thofe 
fufferings  and  injuftices  in  a  ftruggle  for  liberty,  for  the  fame 
account  ftates  truly  that  they  had  been  always  free  ;  their  pa- 
tience in  beggary  and  ruin,  and  their  fuffering,  without  remon- 
ftrance,  the  moil  flagrant  and  confefled  injuftice,  if  ftriclly  true, 
can  be  nothing  but  the  effect  of  this  dire  fauaticifm.  A  great 
jnultitude  all  over  France  is  in  the  fame  condition  and  the  fame 
temper. 
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deftruction  of  which  they  aim.  I  am  told  they 
have  in  fome  meafure  fucceeded  in  {owing  there 
the  feeds  of  difcontent.  They  are  bufy  through- 
out Germany.  Spain  and  Italy  have  not  been 
untried.  England  is  not  left  out  of  the  compre- 
henfive  fcheme  of  their  malignant  chanty  ;  and  in 
England  we  find  thofe  who  ftretch  out  their  arms 
to  them,  who  recommend  their  examples  from 
more  than  one  pulpit,  and  who  choofe,  in  more 
than  one  periodical  meeting,  publickly  to  corref- 
pond  with  them,  to  applaud  them,  and  to  hold 
them  up  as  objects  for  imitation ;  who  receive 
from  them  tokens  of  confraternity,  and  ftandards 
confecrated  amidft  their  rites  and  myfteries;*  who 
fuggeft  to  them  leagues  of  perpetual  amity,  at  the 
very  time  when  the  power,  to  which  our  confti- 
tution  has  exclufively  delegated  the  federative  ca- 
pacity of  this  kingdom,  may  find  it  expedient  to 
make  war  upon  them. 

It  is  not  the  confiscation  of  our  church  property 
from  this  example  in  France  that  I  dread,  though 
I  think  this  would  be  no  trifling  evil.  The  great 
fource  of  my  folicitude  is,  left  it  mould  ever  be 
coniidered  in  England  as  the  policy  of  a  ftate, 
to  feek  a  refource  in  confifcations  of  any  kind  j 
or  that  any  one  defcription  of  citizens  mould  be 
brought  to  regard  any  of  the  others  as  their  proper 

*  ,See  the  proceedings  of  the  confederation  at  Nantz. 
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prey.*  Nations  are  wading  deeper  and  deeper 
into  an  ocean  of  boundlefs  debt.  Publick  debts 
which  at  firfl  were  a  fecurity  to  governments,  by 
interefting  many  in  the  publick  tranquillity,  are 
likely  in  their  excefs  to  become  the  means  of  their 
fubverilon.  If  governments  provide  for  thefc 
debts  by  heavy  impofitions,  they  perim  by  becom- 
ing odious  to  the  people.  If  they  do  not  provide 
for  them,  they  will  be  undone  by  the  efforts  of 
the  moft  dangerous  of  all  parties ;  I  mean  an  ex- 

*  "  Si  plures  funt  ii  quibus  Improbe  datum  eft,  quamilli  qut- 
f  bus  injufte  ademptum  eft,  idcirco  plus  etiam  valent  ?  Non 
i*  enim  numero  haec  judicantur  fed  pondere.  Quam  autem  ha- 
"  bet  aequitatem,  ut  agrum  multis  annis,  aut  etiam  fseculis  ante 
-'*  pofleffum,  qui  nullum  habuit  habeat ;  qui  autem  habuit  amit- 
"  tat.  Ac,  propter  hoc  injuriae  genus,  Lacedaemomi  Lyfan- 
"  drum  Ephorum  expulerunt:  Agin  regem  (quod  nunquam 
"  antea  apud  eos  acciderat)  necaverunt:  exque  eo  tempore  tan- 
'.'  tse  difcordiae  fe,cutx  funt,  ut  et  tyranni  exfifterint,  et  opti- 
"  mates  exterminarentur,  et  preclariffime  conftituta  refpublica 
"  dilaberetur.  Nee  veto  folum  ipfa  cecidit,  fed  etiam  reliquam 
*'  Graeciam  evertit  contagionibus  malorum,  quae  a  Lacedaemo- 
<'  niis  profedtae  manarunt  latius." — After  fpeaking  of  the  con- 
duct  of  the  model  of  true  patriots,  Aratus  of  Sycion,  which  was 
in  a  very  diiFerent  fpirit,  he  fays,  "  Sic  par  eft  agere  cum  civi- 
"  bus  ;  non  ut  bis  jam  vidimus,  haftam  in  foro  ponere  et  bona 
*'  civium  vo'ci  fubjicere  prasconis.  At  ille  Gratcus  (id  quod 
'*  fuit  fapientis  et  praeftantis  viri)  omnibus  confulendum  efle  pu- 
«'  tavit:  eaqueeft  fumma  ratio  et  fapientia  boni  civis,  commoda 
*(  civium  non  divellere,  fed  omnes  eadera  aequitate  continere/'— 
JCic.  Off.  1. 
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tenfive  difcontented  monied  intcreft,  injured  and 
not  deflroyed.  The  men  who  cyinpofe  this  inte- 
refl  look  for  their  fecurity,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
to  the  fidelity  of  government ;  'in  the  fecond,  to 
its  power.  If  they  find  the  old  governments  effete, 
worn  out,  and  with  their  fprings  relaxed,  fo  as 
not  to  be  of  fufficient  vigour  for  their  purpofes, 
they  may  feek  new  ones  that  mall  be  poiTeffed  of 
more  energy ;  and  this  energy  will  be  derived, 
not  from  an  acquifition  of  refources,  but  from  a 
contempt  of  juftice.  Revolutions  are  favourable 
to  confiication  j  and  it  is  impoflible  to  know  un- 
der what  obnoxious  names  the  next  confifcations 
will  be  authorifed.  I  am  fure  that  the  principles 
predominant  in  France  extend  to  very  many  per- 
fons  and  defcriptions  of  perfons  in  all  countries 
who  think  their  innoxious  indolence  their  fecu- 
rity.  This  kind  of  innocence  in  proprietors  may 
be  argued  into  inutility  ;  and  inutility  into  an 
unfitnefs  for  their  eftates.  Many  parts  of  Europe 
are  in  open  diforder.  In  many  others  there  is  a 
hollow  murmuring  under  ground  j  a  confufed 
movement  is  felt,  that  threatens  a  general  earth- 
quake in  the  political  world.  Already  confederacies 
and  correfpondend.es  of  the  moft  extraordinary 
nature  are  forming,  in  feveral  countries.*  In 

*  See  two  books  intitled,   Enige  Origiualfchriften  des  Illu- 

rninatenordens. Syftem  und    Folgen   des  Illuminatenordens. 
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fuch  a  ftate  of  things  we  ought  to  hold  ourfelves 
upon  our  guard.  In  all  mutations  (if  mutations 
muft  be)  the  circumftance  which  will  ferve  moft 
to  blunt  the  edge  of  their  mifchief,  and  to  pro- 
mote what  good  may  be  in  them,  is,  that  they 
mould  find  us  with  our  minds  tenacious  of  juftice, 
and  tender  of  property. 

But  it  will  be  argued,  that  this  confifcation  in 
France  ought  not  to  alarm  other  nations.  They 
fay  it  is  not  made  from  wanton  rapacity ;  that  it 
is  a  great  meafure  of  national  policy,  adopted  to 
remove  an  extenfive,  inveterate,  fuperftitious  mifi. 
chief.  It  is  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  I  am 
able  to  feparate  policy  from  juftice.  Juftice  is  it- 
felf  the  great  Handing  policy  of  civil  fociety  ;  and 
any  eminent  departure  from  it,  under  any  circum- 
ilances,  lies  under  the  fufpicion  of  being  no  policy 
at  all. 

When  men  are  encouraged  to  go  into  a  certain 
mode  of  life  by  the  exifting  laws,  and  protected 
in  tliat  mode  as  in  a  lawful  occupation — when 
they  have  accommodated  all  their  ideas  and  all 
jtheir  habits  to  it — when  the  law  had  long  made 
their  adherence  to  its  rules  a  ground  of  reputation., 
and  their  departure  from  them  a  ground  of  dif- 
grace  and  even  of  penalty — I  am  fure  it  is  unjuit 
in  legiflature,  by  an  arbitrary  act,  to  offer  a  i 
den  violence  to  their  minds  and  their  feelir 
ibrcibly  to  degrade  them  from  their  ftate 

condition. 
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condition,  and  to  ftigmatize  with  fhame  and  irf* 
famy  that  character  and  thofe  cuftoms  which  be- 
fore  had  been  made  the  meafure  of  their  happi- 
nefs  and  honour.  If  to  this  be  added  an  expul- 
fion  from  their  habitations,  and  a  confifcation  of 
all  their  goods,  I  am  not  fagacious  enough  to  dif- 
cover  how  this  defpotick  fport,  made  of  the  feek 
ings,  confciences,  prejudices,  and  properties  of 
men,  can  be  difcriminated  from  the  ranked  ty- 
ranny. 

If  the  injuftice  of  the  courfe  purfued  in  France  - 
be  clear,  the  policy  of  the  meafure,  that  is,  the 
publick  benefit  to  be  expected  from  it,  ought  to 
be  at  lead  as  evident,  and  at  leaft  as  important. 
To  a  man  who  acts  under  the  influence  of  no  paf- 
fion,  who  has  nothing  in  view  in  his  projects  but 
the  publick  good,  a  great  difference  will  imme- 
diately ftrike  him,  between  what  policy  would 
dictate  on  the  original  introduction  of  fuch  infti- 
tutions,  and  on  a  queftion  of  their  total  abolition^ 
where  they  have  caft  their  roots  wide  and  deep, 
and  where  by  long  habit  things  more  valuable 
than  themfelves  are  fo  adapted  to  them,  and  in  a 
manner  interwoven  with  them,  that  the  one  can- 
not be  deftroyed  without  notably  impairing  the 
other.  He  might  be  embarrafled,  if  the  cafe  were 
really  fuch  as  fophifters  reprefent  it  in  their  paltry 
ftyle  of  debating.  But  in  this,  as  in  moft  quef- 
tions  of  ftate,  there  is  a  middle.  There  fo  fome- 

thing 
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thing  elfe  than  the  mere  alternative  pf  abfolute 
deftruction,  or  unreformed  exiftence.  Spartam, 
jiaclus  es\  bane  exorna.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
rule  of  profound  fenfe,  and  ought  never  to  depart 
from  the  mind  of  an  honeft  reformer.  I  cannot 
conceive  how  any  man  can  have  brought  himfelf 
to  that  pitch  of  prefumption,  to  confider  his  coun- 
try as  nothing  but  carte  blanche,  upon  which  he 
may  fcribble  whatever  he  pleafes.  A  man  full  of 
warm  fpeculative  benevolence  may  wifh  his  fo- 
ciety  otherwife  conftituted  than  he  finds  it ;  but  a 
good  patriot,  and  a  true  politician,  always  con- 
iiders  how  he  {hall  make  the  moft  of  the  exifting 
materials  of  his  country.  A  difpofition  to  pre- 
ferve,  and  an  ability  to  improve,  taken  together, 
would  be  my  ftandard  of  a  ftatefman.  Every 
thing  elfe  is  vulgar  in  the  conception,  perilous  in 
the  execution. 

There  are  moments  in  the  fortune  of  ftates 
when  particular  men  are  called  to  make  improve- 
ments by  great  mental  exertion.  In  thofe  mo- 
ments, even  when  they  feem  to  enjoy  the  confi- 
dence of  their  prince  and  country,  and  to  be  in- 
vefted  with  full  authority,  they  have  not  always 
apt  inilruments.  A  politician,  to  do  great  thingsy 
looks  for  a  power,  what  our  workmen  call  a  pur- 
chafe -j  and  if  he  finds  that  power,  in  politicks  as  in 
mechanicks  he  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  apply  it.  In 
the  monaftick  inftitutions,  in  my  opinion,  was 

found 
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found  a  great  power  for  the  mechanifm  of  politick 
benevolence.  There  were  revenues  with  a  pub- 
lick  direction  j  there  were  men  wholly  fet  apart 
and  dedicated  to  publick  purpofes,  without  any 
other  than  publick  ties  and  publick  principles ; 
men  without  the  poflibility  of  converting  the 
eftate  of  the  community  into  a  private  fortune  ; 
men  denied  to  f elf-inter  efts,  whofe  avarice  is  for 
fome  community ;  men  to  whom  perfonal  poverty 
is  honour,  and  implicit  obedience  ftands  in  the 
place  of  freedom.  In  vain  fhall  a  man  look  to 
the  poflibility  of  making  fuch  things  when  he 
wants  them.  The  winds  blow  as  they  lift.  Thefe 
inftitutions  are  the  products  of  enthufiafm  ;  they 
are  the  inftruments  of  wifdom.  Wifdom  cannot 
create  materials ;  they  are  the  gifts  of  nature  or 
of  chance ;  her  pride  is  in  the  ufe.  The  perennial 
exiftence  of  bodies  corporate  and  their  fortunes, 
are  things  particularly  fuited  to  a  man  who  has" 
long  views ;  who  meditates  deligns  that  require 
time  in  famioning ;  and  which  propofe  duration 
when  they  are  accomplished.  He  is  not  deferving 
to  rank  high,  or  even  to  be  mentioned  in  the  or- 
der of  great  ftatefmen,  who,  having  obtained  the 
command  and  direction  of  fuch  a  power  as  exifted 
in  the  wealth,  the  difcipline,  and  the  habits  of  fuch 
corporations,  as  thofe  which  you  have  raflily  de- 
ftroyed,  cannot  find  any  way  of  converting  it  to 
the  great  and  lafting  benefit  of  his  country.  On 

the 
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the  view  of  this  fubject  a  thoufand  ufes  fuggeft 
themfelves  to  a  contriving  mind.  To  deftroy 
any  power,  growing  wild  from  the  rank  produc- 
tive force  of  the  human  mind,  is  almoft  tanta- 
mountj  in  the  moral  world,  to  the  deftruction  of 
the  apparently  active  properties  of  bodies  in  the 
material.  It  would  be  like  the  attempt  to  deftroy 
(if  it  were  in  our  competence  to  dcltroy)  the  ex- 
paniive  force  of  fixed  air  in  nitre,  or  the  power 
of  fteam,  or  of  electricity,  or  of  magnetifm.  Thefe 
energies  always  exifted  in  nature,  and  they  were 
always  difcernible.  They  feemed,  fome  of  them 
unferviceable,  fome  noxious,  fome  no  better  than 
a  fport  to  children ;  until  contemplative  ability, 
combining  with  practick  fkill,  tamed  their  wild 
nature,  fubdued  them  to  ufe,  and  rendered  them 
at  once  the  moft  powerful  and  the  moft  tractable 
agents,  in  fubfervience  to  the  great  views  and  de- 
figns  of  men.  Did  fifty  thoufand  perfons,  whofe 
mental  and  whofe  bodily  Iab6ur  you  might  direct, 
and  fo  many  hundred  thoufand  a  year  of  a  reve- 
nue, which  was  neither  lazy  nor  fuperftitious,  ap- 
pear too  big  for  your  abilities  to  wield  ?  Had  you 
no  way  of  uiing  the  men  but  by  converting  monks 
into  penfioners  ?  Had  you  no  way  of  turning  the 
revenue  to  account,  but  through  the  improvident 
refourceofa  fpendthrift  fale  ?  If  you  were  thus 
deftitute  of  mental  funds,  the  proceeding  is  in  its 
natural  courfe.  Your  politicians  do  not  under- 
Vot.  V,  %  ftand 
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ifond  their  trade;  and  therefore  they  fell  their 
tools. 

But  the  inftitutions  favour  of  fuperftition  in 
their  very  principle ;  and  they  nourifh  it  by  a 
permanent  and  ftanding  influence.  This  I  do  not 
mean  to  difpute  j  but  this  ought  not  to  hinder  you 
from  deriving  from  fuperftition  itfelf  any  refources 
which  may  thence  be  furnifhed  for  the  publick, 
advantage.  You  derive  benefits  from  many  dif- 
portions  and  many  paffions  of  the  human  mind, 
which  are  of  as  doubtful  a  colour  in  the  moral 
eye,  as  fuperftition  itfelf.  It  was  your  bufinefs  to 
correct  and  mitigate  every  thing  which  was  noxi- 
ous in  this  paffion,  as  in  all  the  paffions.  But  is 
fuperftition  the  greateft  of  all  poflible  vices  ?  In 
its  poflible  exccfs  I  think  it  becomes  a  very  great 
evil.  It  is,  however,  a  moral  fubjecl ;  and  of 
courfe  admits  of  all  degrees  and  all  modifications. 
Superftition  is  the  religion  of  feeble  minds ;  and 
they  nraft  be  tolerated  in  an  intermixture  of  it,  in 
fbme  trifling  or  fome  enthufiaftick  fhape  or  other, 
elfe  you  will  deprive  weak  minds  of  a  refource 
found  necefiary  to  the  ftrongefL  The  body  of  all 
true  religion  confifts,  to  be  fure,  in  obedience  to 
the  will  of  the  fovereign  of  the  world ;  in  a  con- 
fidence in  his  declarations ;  and  in  imitation  of 
his  perfections.  The  reft  -is  our  own.  It  may  be 
prejudicial  to  the  great  end  j  it  may  be  auxiliary. 
Wife  men,  who  as  fuch,  are  not  admirers  (not  ad- 
mirers 
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Hiirers  at  leaft  of  the  Munera  Ttrra)  are  not  vio- 
lently attached  to  thefe  things,  nor  do  they  vio- 
lently hate  them.  Wifdom  is  not  the  moft  fevere 
corrector  of  folly.  They  are  the  rival  follies, 
which  mutually  wage  fo  unrelenting  a  war  ;  and 
which  make  fo  cruel  a  ufe  of  their  advantages,  as 
they  can  happen  to  engage  the  immoderate  vulgar 
on  the  one  fide  or  the  other  in  their  quarrels. 
Prudence  would  be  neuter  ;  but  if,  in  the  conten- 
tion between  fond  attachment  and  fierce  anti- 
pathy concerning  things  in  their  nature  not  made 
to  produce  fuch  heats,  a  prudent  man  were  oblig- 
ed to  make  a  choice  of  what  errors  and  excefles 
of  enthufiafm  he  would  condemn  or  bear,  per- 
haps he  would  think  the  fuperftition  which  builds, 
to  be  more  tolerable  than  that  which  demoliflies — • 
that  which  adorns  a  country,  than  that  which 
deforms  it — that  which  endows,  than  that  which 
plunders — that  which  difpofes  to  miftaken  bene- 
ficencej  than  that  which  ftimulates  to  real  injuftice 
— that  which  leads  a  man  to  refufe  to  himfelf 
lawful  pleafures,  than  that  which  fnatches  from 
others  the  fcanty  fubfiftence  of  their  felf-denial. 
Such,  I  think,  is  very  nearly  the  flate  of  the  quef- 
tion  between  the  antient  founders  of  monkifli  fu- 
perftition, and  the  fuperftition  of  the  pretended 
phiiofophers  of  the  hour. 

For  the  prefent  I  poftpone  all  confideration  of 
the   fuppofed   publick  profit  of  the  iale,  which 
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fiowever  5  conceive  to  be  perfectly  delufive.  1 
lhall  here  only  conlider  it  as  a  transfer  of  pro- 
perty. On  the  policy  of  that  transfer  I  lhall 
trouble  you  with  a  few  thoughts. 

In  every  profperous  community  fomething  more 
is  produced  than  goes  to  the  immediate  fupport  of 
the  producer.  This  furplus  forms  the  income  of 
the  landed  capitalift.  It  will  be  fpent  by  a  pro- 
prietor who  does  not  labour.  But  this  idlenefs  is 
itfelf  the  fpring  of  labour  ;  this  repofe  the  fpur  to 
induftry.  The  only  concern  of  the  ftate  is,  that 
the  capital  taken  in  rent  from  the  land,  mould  be 
returned  again  to  the  induftry  from  whence  it 
came ;  and  that  its  expenditure  mc*ild  be  with 
the  leaft  poflible  detriment  to  the  morals  of  thofe 
who  expend  it,  and  to  thofe  of  the  people  to 
whom  it  is  returned. 

In  all  the  views  of  receipt,  expenditure,  and 
perfonal  employment,  a  fober  legiflator  would 
carefully  compare  the  poffeffor  whom  he  was  re- 
commended to  expel,  with  the  ftranger  who  was 
propofcd  to  fill  his  place.  Before  the  inconve- 
niences are  incurred  which  muft  attend  all  violent 
revolutions  in  property  through  extcnfive  confif-* 
cation,  we  ought  to  have  fome  rational  aflurance 
that  the  purchafers  of  the  confifcated  property 
will  be  in  a  confiderable  degree  more  laborious, 
more  virtuous,  more  fober,  Icfs  difpofcd  to  extort 
Ufire'afonabic  proportion  of  the  gains  of  the 
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labourer,  or  to  confume  on  themfelves  a  larger 
ihare  than  is  fit  for  the  meafure  of  an  individual, 
or  that  they  mould  be  qualified  to  difpenfe  the 
i'urplus  in  a  more  Heady  and  equal  mode,  fo  as  to 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  a  politick  expenditure, 
than  the  old  poffeifors,  call  thofe  poffeifors,  biihops, 
or  canons,  or  commendatory  abbots,  or  monks,  or 
what  you  pleafe.  The  monks  are  lazy.  Be  it  fo. 
Suppofe  them  no  other-wife  employed  than  by 
iinging  in  the  choir.  They  are  as  ufefully  em- 
ployed as  thofe  who  neither  iing  nor  fay.  As  ufe- 
fully even  as  thofe  who  fing  upon  the  ftage.  They 
are  as  ufefully  employed  as  if  they  worked  from 
dawn  to  dark  in  the  innumerable  fervile,  degrad- 
ing, unfeemly,  unmapJy,  and  often  moft  unwhole- 
ibme  and  peftiferous  occupations,  to  which  by  the 
focial  ceconomy  fo  many  wretches  are  inevitably 
doomed.  If  it  were  not  generally  pernicious  to 
difturb  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  and  to  im- 
pede, in  any  degree,  the  great  wheel  of  circulation 
which  is  turned  by  the  ftrangely  directed  labour 
of  thefe  unhappy  people,  I  mould  be  infinitely 
more  inclined  forcibly  to  refcue  them  from  their 
miferable  induftry,  that  violently  to  difturb  the 
tranquil  repofe  of  monaftick  quietude.  Humanity, 
and  perhaps  policy,  might  better  juftify  me  in  the 
one  than  in  the  othey.  It  is  a  fubjecl  on  which  I 
have  often  reflected,  and  never  reflected  without 
feeling  from  it.  I  am  fure  that  no  confideration., 
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except  the  neceffity  of  fubmitting  to  the  yoke  of 
luxury,  and  the  defpotifm  of  fancy,  who  in  their 
own  imperious  way  will  diftribute  the  furplus  pro- 
duel:  of  the  foil,  can  juftify  the  toleration  of  fuch 
trades  and  employments  in  a  well-regulated  ftate. 
But,  for  this  purpofe  of  diftribution,  it  feems  to 
me,  that  the  idle  expences  of  monks  are  quite  as 
well  directed  as  the  idle  expences  of  us  lay-loite- 
rers. 

When  the  advantages  of  the  poffeffion,  and  of 
the  project,  are  on  a  par,  there  is  no  motive  for  a 
change.     But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  perhaps  they  are 
not  upon  a  par,  and  the  difference  is  in  favour  of 
the  poffeffion.     It  docs  not  appear  to  me,  that  the 
expences  of  thofe  whom  you  are  going  to  expel, 
do,  in  fa£t,  take  a  couiie  fo  directly  and  fo  gene- 
rally leading  to  vitiate  and  degrade  and  render 
miferable  thofe  through  whom  they  pafs,  as  the 
expences  of  thofe  favourites  whom  you  are  in- 
truding into  their  houfes.     Why  mould  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  great  landed  property,  which  is  a 
difperiion  of  the  furplus  product  of  the  foil,  ap- 
pear intolerable  to  you  or  to  me,  when  it  takes  its 
courfe  through  the  accumulation  of  vaft  libraries, 
which  are  the  hiftory  of  the  force  and  weaknefs  of 
the  human  mind;  through  great  collections  of 
antient  records, medals,  and  coins,  which  attell  and 
explain  laws  and  cuitoms ;  through  'paintings  and 
itatues,  that,  by  imitating  nature,  fcem  to  extend 

the 
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the  limits  of  creation  j  through  grand  monuments 
of  the  dead,  which  continue  the  regards  and  con- 
nexions of  life  beyond  the  grave  ;  through  collec- 
tions of  the  fpecimens  of  nature,  which  become 
a  reprefentative  affembly-of  all  the  claffes  and  fa- 
milies of  the  world,  that  by  difpofition  facilitate, 
and,  by  exciting  curiofity,  open  the  avenues  to 
fcience  ?  If,  by  great  permanent  eftabliftiments,  aM 
thefe  objefts  of  expence  are  better  fecured  from 
the  incenftant  fport  of  perfonal  caprice  and  per- 
fonal  extravagance,  are  they  worfe  than  if  the  fame 
taftes  prevailed  in  fcattered  individuals  ?  Does  not 
the  fweat  of  the  -mafon  and  carpenter,  who  toil  in 
crder  to  partake  the  fweat  of  the  peafant,  flow  as 
pleafantly  and  as  falubrioufly,  in  the  conftructioa 
and  repair  of  the  majeftick  edifices  of  religion,  as 
in  the  painted  booths  and  fordid  flies  of  vice  and 
luxury  ;  as  honourably  and  as  profitably  in  repair- 
ing thofe  facred  works,  which  grow  hoary  with 
innumerable  years,  as  on  the  momentary  recep- 
tacles of  transient  voluptuoufnefs ;  in  opera-houfes, 
and  brothels,  and  gaming-houfes,  and  club-houfes, 
and  obeliiks  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  ?  Is  the  fur- 
plus  product  -of  the  olive  and  the  vine  worfe  em- 
ployed in  the  frugal  fuftenance  of  perfons,  whom 
the  fictions  of  a  pious  imagination  raife  to  dignity 
by  conftruing  in  the  fervice  of  God,  than  in  pam- 
pering the  innumerable  multitude  of  thofe  who  are 
.degraded  by  being  made  ufelefs  domefticks,  fub- 

Z  4  fervient 
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fervient  to  the  pride  of  man  ?  Are  the  decorations 
of  temples  an  expenditure  lefs  worthy  a  wife  man 
than  ribbons,  and  laces,  and  national  cockades, 
and  petits  maifons,  and  petit  foiipers,  and  all  the 
innumerable  fopperies  and  follies  in  which  opu- 
lence fports  away  the  burthen  of  its  fuperHuity  ? 

We  tolerate  even  thefe  ;  not  from  Jove  of  them, 
but  for  fear  of  worfe.  We  tolerate  them,  becaufe 
property  and  liberty,  to  a  degree,  require  that  to- 
leration, But  v/hy  profcribe  the  other,  and  furely, 
in  every  point  of  view,  the  more  laudable  ufe  of 
eftates  ?  Why,  through  the  violation  of  all  pro- 
perty, through  an  outrage  upon  every  principle  of 
liberty,  forcibly  carry  them  from  the  better  to 
the  worfe  ? 

This  comparifon  between  the  new-  individuals 
and  the  old  corps  is  made  upon  a  fuppofition  that 
no  reform  could  be  made  in  the  latter.  But  in  a 
queftion  of  reformation,  I  always  coniider  corpo- 
rate bodies,  whether  fole  or  coniifting  qf  many, 
to  be  much  more  fufceptible  of  a  publick  direction 
by  the  power  of  the  ftate,  in  the  ufe  of  their  pro- 
perty, and  in  the  regulation  of  modes  and  habits 
of  life  in  their  members,  than  private  citizens  ever 
can  be,  or  perhaps  ought  to  be  ;  and  this  feems  to 
me  a  very  material  conlideration  for  thofe  who 
undertake  any  thing  which  merits  the  name  of  a 
politick  enterprizc. — So  far  as  to  the  eftates  of 
monafteries, 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  eftates  poffeffed  by  blihops 
an>d  canons,  and  commendatory  abbots,  I  cannot 
find  out  for  what  reafon  fome  landed  eftates  may 
not  be  held  otherwife  than  by  inheritance.  '  Can 
any  philofophick  fpoiier  undertake  to  cicmonflrate 
the  pofitive  or  the  comparative  evil,  of  having  a 
certain,  and  that  too  a  large  portion  of  landed 
property,  paffing  in  fuccefllon  through  perfons 
whofe  title  to  it  is,  always  in  theory,  and  often  in 
fact,  an  eminent  degree  of  piety,  morals,  and 
learning ;  a  property,  which,  by  its  defoliation, 
in  their  turn,  and  on  the  fcore  of  merit,  gives  to 
the  nobler!  families  renovation  and  fupport,  to  the 
Joweft  the  means  of  dignity  and  elevation  ;  a  pro- 
perty, the  tenure  of  which  is  the  performance  of 
fome  duty,  (whatever  value  you  may  choofe  to 
fet  upon  that  duty)  and  the  character  of  whofe 
proprietors  demands  at  leaft  an  exterior  decorum 
and  gravity  of  manners  j  who  are  to  exercife  a 
generous  but  temperate  hofpitality;  part  of  whofe 
income  they  are  to  confider  as  a  truft  for  charity ; 
and  who,  even  when  they  fail  in  their  truft,  when 
they  flide  from  theiv  character,  and  degenerate 
into  a  mere  common  fecular  nobleman  or  gentle- 
man, are  in  no  refpect  worfe  than  thofe  who  may 
fucceed  them  in  their  forfeited  poileflions  ?  Is  it 
better  that  eftates  mould  be  held  by  thofe  who 
have  no  duty  than  by  thofe  who  have  one  ? — by 
thofe  whole  character  and  deflination  point  to 

virtues, 
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virtues,  than  by  thofe  who  have  no  rule  and  di- 
rection in  the  expenditure  of  their  eftates  but  their 
own  will  and  appetite?  Nor  are  thefe  eftates  held 
-altogether  in  the  character  or  with  the  evils  fup- 
pofed  inherent  in  mortmain.  They  pafs  from 
hand  to  hand  with  a  more  rapid  circulation  than 
any  other.  No  excefs  is  good  ;  and  therefore  too 
great  a  proportion  of  landed  property  may  be  held 
officially  for  life  ;  but  it  does  not  feem  to  me  of 
material  injury  to  any  commonwealth,  that  there 
ihould  exift  fome  eftates  that  have  a  chance  of  be- 
ing acquired  by  other  means  than  the  previous  ac- 
quifition  of  money. 

This  letter  is  grown  to  a  great  length,  though 
it  is  indeed  fhort  with  regard  to  the  infinite  ex- 
tent of  the  fubjecl:.  Various  avocations  have  from 
time  to  time  called  my  mind  from  the  fubjecTr.  I 
was  not  forry  to  give  myfelf  leifure  to  obferve 
whether,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  national  af- 
fembly,  I  might  not  find  reafons  to  change  or  to 
qualify  fome  of  my  firft  fentiments.  Every  thing 
has  confirmed  me  more  ftrongly  in  my  firft  opi- 
nions. It  was  my  original  purpofe  to  take  a  view 
of  the  principles  of  the  national  affembly  with  re- 
gard to  the  great  and  fundamental  eftablifliments ; 
and  to  compare  the  whole  of  what  you  have  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  place  ;of  what  you  have  deftroyed, 
with  the  feveral  members  of  our  Britifli  conftitu- 
tion.  But  this  plan  is  of  greater  extent  than  at 

firft 
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firft  I  computed,  and  I  find  that  you  have  little  de- 
lire  to  take  the  advantage  of  any  examples.  At 
prefent  I  muft  content  myfelf  with  fome  remarks 
upon  your  eftabliftiments  ;  referring  for  another 
time  what  I  propofed  to  fay  concerning  the  fpirit 
of  our  Britilh  monarchy,  ariftocracy,  and  demo- 
cracy, as  practically  they  exift. 

I  have  taken  a  review  of  what  has  been  done  by 
the  governing  power  in  France.  I  have  certainly 
ipoke  of  it  with  freedom.  Thofe  whofe  principle 
it  is  to  defpife  the  antient  permanent  fenfe  of  man- 
kind, and  to  fet  up  a  fcheme  of  fociety  on  new 
principles,  muft  naturally  expect  that  fuch  of  us 
who  think  better  of  the  judgment  of  the  human 
race  than  of  theirs,  mould  conlider  both  them 
and  their  devices,  as  men  and  fchemes  upon  their 
trial.  They  muft  take  it  for  granted  that  we  at- 
tend much  to  their  reafon,  but  not  at  all  to  their 
authority.  They  have  not  one  of  the  great  in- 
fluencing prejudices  of  mankind  in  their  favour. 
They  avow  their  hoftility  to  opinion.  Of  courfe 
they  muft  expect  no  fupport  from  that  influence, 
which,  with  every  other  authority,  they  have  de- 
pofed  from  the  feat  of  its  jurildiclion. 

I  can  never  confider  this  affembly  as  any  thing 
elfe  than  a  voluntary  aflbciation  of  men,  who  have 
availed  themfelves  of  circumftances,  to  feize  upon 
the  power  of  the  ftate.  They  have  not  the  fanc- 
tion  and  authority  of  the  character  under,  which 

they 
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they  firft  met.  They  have  affumed  another  of  a 
very  different  nature  ;  and  have  completely  al- 
tered and  inverted  ail  the  relations  in  which  they 
originally  flood.  They  do  not  hold  the  authority 
they  exercife  under  any  constitutional  law  of  the 
flate.  They  have  departed  from  the  initructions 
of  the  people  by  whom  they  were  fent;  which  in- 
ftruclions, as  the  affembly  did  not  act  in  virtue  of 
any  antient  ufage  or  fettled  law,  were  the  fole 
fource  of  their  authority.  The  moft  confiderable 
of  their  acts  have  not  been  done  by  great  majori- 
ties ;  and  in  this  fort  of  near  diviiions,  which 
carry  only  the  conftruclive  authority  of  the  whole, 
itrangers  will  confider  reafons  as  well  as  refolu- 
tions. 

If  they  had  fet  up  this  new  experimental  go- 
vernment as  a  neceffary  fubftitute  for  an  expelled 
tyranny,  mankind  would  anticipate  the  time  of 
prefcription,  which,  through  long  ufage,  mellows 
into  legality  governments  that  were  violent  in  their 
commencement.  All  thofe  who  have  affections 
which  lead  them  to  the  confervation  of  civil  order 
would  recognize,  even  in  its  cradle,  the  child  as 
legitimate,  which  has  been  produced  from  thofe 
principles  of  cogent  expediency  to  which  all  juft 
governments  owe  their  birth,  and  on  which  they 
juftify  their  continuance.  But  they  will  be  late 
and  reluctant  in  giving  any  fort  of  countenance  to 
the  operations  of  a  power,  which  has  derived  its 

birth 
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birth  from  no  law  and  no  neceflity ;  but  which  on 
the  contrary  has  had  its  origin  in  thofe  vices  and 
linifler  practices  by  which  the  focial  union  is  often 
difturbed  and  fometimes  deftroyed.  This  aiTem- 
bly  has  hardly  a  year's  prescription.  We  have 
their  own  word  for  it  that  they  have  made  a  re- 
volution. To  make  a  revolution  is  a  meafure 
which,  prima  fronte,  requires  an  apology.  To 
make  a  revolution  is  to  fubvert  the  antient  ftate 
of  our  country ;  and  no  common  reafons  are 
culled  for  to  juftify  fo  violent  a  proceeding.  The 
ienfe  of  mankind  authorizes  us  to  examine  into 
the  mode  of  acquiring  new  power,  and  to  criti- 
cife  on  the  ufe  that  is  made  of  it  with  lefs  awe  and 
reverence  than  that  which  is  ufually  conceded  to  a 
fettled  and  recognized  authority. 

In  obtaining  and  fecuring  their  power,  the  af- 
fcmbly  proceeds  upon  principles  the  moft  oppofite 
from  thofe  which  appear  to  direct  them  in  the 
ufe  of  it.  An  obfervation  on  this  difference  will  let 
us  into  the  true  fpirit  of  their  conducl'.  Everything 
which  they  have  done,  or  continue  to  do,  in  order 
to  obtain  and  keep  their  power,  is  by  the- moft' 
common  arts.  They  proceed  'exactly  as  their  an- 
ceilors  of  ambition  have  done  before  them.  Trace 
them  through  all  their  artifices,  frauds,  and  vio- 
lences, you  can  find  nothing  at  all  that  is  new. 
They  follow  precedents  and  examples  with  the 
punctilious  exactnefs  of  a  pleader.  .  They  never 

depart 
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depart  an  iota  from  the  authentick  formulas  of 
tyranny  and  ufurpation.  But  in  all  the  regula- 
tions relative  to  the  publick  good,  the  fpirit  has 
been  the  very  reverie  of  this.  There  they  com- 
mit the  whole  to  the  mercy  of  untried  fpecula- 
tions  ;  they  abandon  the  deareil  interefts  of  the 
publick  to  thofe  loofe  theories,  to  which  none  of 
them  would  choofe  to  truft  the  flighted  of  his  pri- 
vate concerns.  They  make  this  difference,  be- 
caufe  in  their  deiire  of  obtaining  and  fecuring 
power  they  are  thoroughly  in  earneft  ;  there  they 
travel  in  the  beaten  road.  The  publick  interefts, 
becaufe  about  them  they  have  no  real  folicitude, 
they  abandon  wholly  to  chance ;  I  fay  to  chance, 
becaufe  their  fchemcs  have  nothing  in  experience 
to  prove  their  tendency  beneficial. 

We  muft  always  fee  with  a  pity  not  unmixed 
with  refpecl:,  the  errors  of  thofe  who  are  timid 
and  doubtful  of  themfelves  with  regard  to  points 
wherein  the  happinefs  of  mankind  is  concerned. 
But  in  thefe  gentlemen  there  is  nothing  of  the 
tender  parental  folicitude  which  fears  to  cut  up 
the  infant  for  the  fake  of  an  experiment.  In  the 
vaftnefs  of  their  promifes,  and  the  confidence  of 
their  predictions,  they  far  outdo  all  the  boafting  of 
empiricks.  The  arrogance  of  their  pretenfions,  in 
a  manner  provokes,  and  challenges  us  to  an  en- 
quiry into  their  foundation. 

I  am  convinced  that  there  are  men  of  confidcr- 

able 
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able  parts  among  the  popular  leaders  in  the  na- 
tional affembly.  Some  of  them  difplay  eloquence 
in  their  fpeeches  and  their  writings.  This  can- 
not be  without  powerful  and  cultivated  talents. 
But  eloquence  may  exift  without  a  proportionable 
degree  of  wifdom.  When  I  fpeak  of  ability,  I  am 
obliged  to  diftinguifli.  What  they  have  done  to- 
wards the  fupport  of  their  fyftem  befpeaks  no  or- 
dinary men.  In  the  fyftem  itfelf,  taken  as  the 
fcheme  of  a  republick  conftructed  for  procuring 
the  profperity  and  fecurity  of  the  citizen,  and  for 
promoting  the  ftrength  and  grandeur  of  the  ftate, 
I  confefs  myfelf  unable  to  find  out  any  thing  which 
difplays,  in  a  lingle  inftance,  the  work  of  a  com- 
prehenlive  and  difpofing  mind,  or  even  the  pro- 
viiions  of  a  vulgar  prudence.  Their  purpofe  every 
where  feems  to  have  been  to  evade  and  flip  afide 
from  difficulty.  This  it  has  been  the  glory  of  the 
great  matters  in  all  the  arts  to  confront,  and  to 
overcome  ;  and  when  they  had  overcome  the  firft 
difficulty,  to  turn  it  into  an  inftrument  for  new 
conquefts  over  new  difficulties;  thus  to  enable 
them  to  extend  the  empire  of  their  fcience ;  and 
even  to  pufli  forward  beyond  the  reach  of  their 
original  thoughts,  the  land-marks  of  the  human 
underftanding  itfelf.  Difficulty  is  a  fevere  inftruc- 
tor,  fet  over  us  by  the  fuprcme  ordinance  of  a  pa- 
rental guardian  and  legiflator,  who  knows  us  bet- 
ter 
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ter  than  we  know  ourfelves,  as  he  loves  us  better" 
too.  Pater  ipfe  colendi  baud  facllem  ejje  viam  voluitt 
He  that  wreilles  with  us  ftrengthens  our  nerves, 
and  fharpcns  our  fkill.  Our  antagonift  is  our 
lielper.  This  amicable  conflict  with  difficulty 
obliges  us  to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  our 
object,  and  compels  us  to  conlider  it  in  all  its  re- 
lations. It  will  not  fufFer  us  to  be  fuperficiil.  It 
is  the  want  of  nerves  of  underftanding  for  fuch  a 
talk;  it  is  the  degenerate  fondnefs  for  tricking 
ihort-cuts,  and  little  fallacious  facilities,  that  has 
in  fo  many  parts  of  the  world  created  govern- 
ments with  arbitrary  powers.  They  have  created 
the  late  arbitrary  monarchy  of  France.  They  have 
created  the  arbitrary  republick  of  Paris.  With 
them  defects  in  wifdom  are  to  be  fupplied  by  the 
plenitude  of  force.  They  get  nothing  by  it. 
Commencing  their  labours  on  a  principle  of  floth, 
they  have  the  common  fortune  of  flothful  men. 
The  difficulties  which  they  rather  had  eluded  than 
efcaped,  meet  them  again  in  their  courfe;  they 
multiply  and  thicken  on  them  ;  they  are  involved, 
through  a  labyrinth  of  confufed  detail,  in  an  in- 
duftry  without  limit,  and  without  direction ;  and, 
in  conclufion,  the  whole  of  their  work  becomes 
feeble,  vitious,  and  infecure. 

It   is  this  inability  to  wreftle  with   difficulty 
which  has  obliged  the  arbitrary  aflembly  of  France 

to 
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to  commence  their  fchemes  of  reform  with  abo- 
lition and  total  deftruction.*  But  is  it  in  deftroy^ 
ing  and  pulling  down  that  {kill  is  difplayed  ?  Your 
mob  can  do  this  as  well  at  leaft  as  your  affem- 
blies.  The  ihalloweft  underftanding,  the  rudeft 
hand,  is  more  than  equal  to  that  talk.  Rage  and 
phrenzy  will  pull  down  more  in  half  an  hour, 
than  prudence,  deliberation,  and  forefight  can 
build  up  in  an  hundred  years.  The  errors  and 
defects  of  old  eftablifhments  are  vifible  and  pal- 
pable. It  calls  for  little  ability  to  point  them  out ; 
and  where  abfolute  power  is  given,  it  requires 
but  a  word  wholly  to  abolilh  the  vice  and  the  ef- 
tablifhment  together.  The  fame  lazy  but  reftlefs 
difpolition,  which  loves  floth  and  hates  quiet,  di- 
rects thefe  politicians,  when  they  come  to  work, 

*  A  leading  member  of  the  affembly,  M.  Rabaud  de  St.  Eti- 
enne,  has  exprefTed  the  principle  of  all  their  proceedings  as 
clearly  as  poffible.  Nothing  can  be  more  fimple  : — "  Tous  les 
"  etablijjcmens  en  France  couronnent  le  malheur  du  peuple :  pour  le 
"  rendre  heureux  il  faut  le  renouveler;  changer  fes  Idee s ;  changer 

"fes  lolx  ;  changer  fes  tnceurs; changer  les  hommes;  changer 

•**  les  chafes;    changer  les  mots tout  delruire  \   oui,  tout  dt~ 

"  truire  ;  pttifque  tout  eft  a  recresr."  This  gentleman  was  chofen 
prefident  in  an  affembly  not  fitting  at  Qutnze-vingt,  or  the  P elites 
MaJfons  ;  and  ccmpofed  of  perfons  giving  themfelves  out  to  be 
rational  beings  ;  but  neither  his  ideas,  language,  or  conduct, 
differ  in  the  fmalleft  degree  from  the  difcourfes,  opinions,  and 
actions  of  thole  within  and  without  the  afTembly,  who  direft 
the  operations  of  the  machine  now  at  work  in  France, 

VOL,  V.  A  a  for 
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for  fupplying  the  place  of  what  they  have  oe- 
flroyed.  To  make  every  thing  the  reverfc  of  what 
they  have  feen  is  quite  as  eafy  as  to  deflroy.  No 
difficulties  occur  in  what  has  never  been  tried. 
Criticifm  is  almoft  baffled  in  difcovering  the  de- 
fects of  what  has  not  exifted  ;  and  eager  enthu- 
fiafm,  and  cheating  hope,  have  all  the  wide  field 
of  imagination  in  which  they  may  expatiate  with 
little  or  no  oppofition. 

At  once  to  preferve  and  to  reform  is  quite  an- 
other thing.  When  the  ufeful  parts  of  an  old  ef- 
tablimment  are  kept,  and  what  is  fuperadded  is  to 
be  fitted  to  what  is  retained,  a  vigorous  mind, 
fteady  perfevering  attention,  various  powers  of 
comparifon  and  combination,  and  the  refources  of 
an  underflanding  fruitful  in  expedients  are  to  be 
exercifed  ;  they  are  to  be  excrcifed  in  a  continued 
conflict  with  the  combined  force  of  oppofite  vices  j 
with  the  obftinacy  that  rejects  all  improvement, 
and  the  levity  that  is  fatigue.d  and  difgufted  with 
every  thing  of  which  it  is  in  poffefllon.  But  you 
may  object — "  A  procefs  of  this  kind  is  flow.  It 
"  is  not  fit  for  an  aflembly,  which  glories  in  per- 
"  forming  in  a  few  months  the  work  of  ages. 
"  Such  a  mode  of  reforming,  poflibly  might  take 
"  up  many  years.'*  Without  queftion  it  might ; 
and  it  ought.  It  is  one  of  the  excellencies  of  a 
method  in  which  time  is  amongft  the  afTiftants, 
that  its  operation  is  flow,  and  in  fome  cafes  almoft 

imperceptible. 
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iiiipcrceplible.  If  circumfpeclion  and  caution  are 
a  part  of  wifdom,  when  we  work  only  upon  in- 
animate matter,  furely  they  become  a  part  of  duty 
too,  when  the  fubjecl:  of  our  demolition  and  con- 
ftruclion  is  not  brick  and  timber,  but  fentient  be- 
ings, by  the  fudden  alteration  of  whofe  ftate,  con* 
dition,  and  habits,  multitudes  may  be  rendered 
miferable*  But  it  feems  as  if  it  were  the  preva* 
lent  opinion  in  Paris,  that  an  unfeeling  heart,  and 
an  undoubting  confidence,  are  the  fole  qualifica- 
tions for  a  perfect  legiflator.  Far  different  are  my 
ideas  of  that  high  office.  The  true  lawgiver  ought 
to  have  an  heart  full  of  fenfibility.  He  ought  to 
love  and  refpeft  his  kind,  and  to  fear  himfelf.  It 
may  be  allowed  to  his  temperament  to  catch  his 
ultimate  object  with  an  intuitive  glance  ;  but  his 
movements  towards  it  ought  to  be  deliberate.  Po* 
litical  arrangement,  as  it  is  a  work  for  focial  ends, 
is  to  be  only  wrought  by  focial  means.  There 
mind  muft  confpire  with  mind.  Time  is  required 
to  produce  that  union  of  minds  which  alone  can 
produce  all  the  good  we  aim  at.  Our  patience 
will  atchieve  more  than  our  force.  If  I  might  ven- 
ture to  appeal  to  what  is  fo  much  out  of  fafhion 
in  Paris,  I  mean  to  experience,  I  fhould  tell  you, 
that  in  my  courfe  I  have  known,  and,  according 
to  my  meafure,  have  co-operated  with  great  men  ; 
and  I  have  never  yet  feen  any  plan  which  has  not 
been  mended  by  the  obfervations  of  thofe  who 
A  a  s  were 
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were  much  inferior  in  underftanding  to  the  per- 
ion  who  took  the  lead  in  the  bufincfs.  By  a  flow 
but  well-fuftained  progrefs,  the  effect  of  each  ftep 
is  watched;  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of  the  firft, 
gives  light  to  us  in  the  fecond  ;  and  fo,  from  light 
to  light,  we  are  conducted  with  fafety  through  the 
whole  feries.  We  fee,  that  the  parts  of  the  fyftem 
do  not  clam.  The  evils  latent  in  the  moft  pro- 
mifing  contrivances  are  provided  for  as  they  arife* 
One  advantage  is  as  little  as  poflible  facrificed  to 
another.  We  compenfate,  we  reconcile,  we  ba- 
lance. We  are  enabled  to  unite  into  a  confiftent 
whole  the  various  anomalies  and  contending  prin- 
ciples that  are  found  in  the  minds  and  affairs  of 
men.  From  hence  arifes,  not  an  excellence  in  fim- 
plicity,  but  one  far  fuperior,  an  excellence  in  com- 
pofition.  Where  the  great  interefts  of  mankind 
are  concerned  through  a  long  fucceffion  of  gene- 
rations, that  fuccefiion  ought  to  be  admitted  into 
fome  fhare  in  the  councils  which  are  fo  deeply  to 
affect  them.  If  juftice  requires  this,  the  work  it- 
felf  requires  the  aid  of  more  minds  than  one  age 
can  furnifli.  It  is  from  this  view  of  things  that 
the  beft  legiflators  have  been  often  fatisfied  with 
the  eilablilhment  of  fome  fure,  folid,  and  ruling 
principle  in  government ;  a  power  like  that  which 
fome  of  the  philofophers  have  called  a  plaftick  na- 
ture ;  and  having  fixed  the  principle,  they  have 
left  it  afterwards  to  its  own  operation. 

To 
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To  proceed  in  this  manner,  that  is,  to  proceed 
with  a  pr eliding  principle,  and  a  prolifick  energy, 
is  with  me  the  criterion  of  profound  wifdom. 
What  your  politicians  think  the  marks  of  a  bold, 
hardy  genius,  are  obly  proofs  of  a  deplorable  want 
of  ability.  By  their  violent  hafte,  and  their  defi- 
ance of  the  procefs  of  nature,  they  are  delivered 
over  blindly  to  every  projector  and  adventurer, 
to  every  alchymift  and  empirick.  They  defpair 
of  turning  to  account  any  thing  that  is  common. 
Diet  is  nothing  in  their  fyftem  of  remedy.  The 
worft  of  it  is,  that  this  their  defpair  of  curing 
common  diftempers  by  regular  methods,  arifes  not 
only  from  defect  of  compreheniion,  but,  I  fear, 
from  fome  malignity  of  difpolition.  Your  legifla- 
tors  feem  to  have  taken  their  opinions  of  all  pro- 
feffions,  ranks,  and  offices,  from  the  declamations 
and  buffooneries  of  fatirifts ;  who  would  them- 
felves  be  aftoniihed  if  they  were  held  to  the  let- 
ter of  their  own  defcriptions.  By  liftening  only 
to  thefe,  your  leaders  regard  all  things  only  on  the 
fide  of 'their  vices  and  faults,  and  view  thofe  vices 
and  faults  under  every  colour  of  exaggeration.  It 
is  undoubtedly  true,  though  it  may  feem  paradoxi- 
cal; but  in  general,  thofe  who  are  habitually  em- 
ployed in  finding  and  difplaying  faults,  are  unqua- 
lified for  the  work  of  reformation  :  becaufe  their 
minds  are  not  only  unfurnifhed  with  patterns  of 
the  fair  and  good,  but  by  habit  they  come  to  take 
A  a  3  no 
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no  delight  in  the  contemplation  of  thofe  things. 
By  hating  vices  too  much,  they  come  to  love  men 
too  little.  It  is  therefore  not  wonderful,  that  they 
fhould  be  indifpofed  and  unable  to  ferve  them. 
From  hence  arifes  the  complexional  difpofition  of 
fome  of  your  guides  to  pull  every  thing  in  pieces. 
At  this  malicious  game  they  difplay  the  whole  of 
their  quadrimanous  activity.  As  to  the  reft,  the  pa- 
radoxes of  eloquent  writers,  brought  forth  purely 
as  a  fport  of  fancy,  to  try  their  talents,  to  rouze 
attention,  and  excite  furprize,  are  taken  up  by 
thefe  gentlemen,  not  in  the  fpirit  of  the  original 
authors,  as  means  of  cultivating  their  tafte  and 
improving  their  ftyle.  Thefe  paradoxes  become 
with  them  ferious  grounds  pf  action,  upon  which 
they  proceed  in  regulating  the  moft  important 
concerns  of  theftate.  Cicero  ludicroufly-defcribes 
Cato  as  endeavouring  to  aft  in  the  commonwealth 
upon  the  fchool  paradoxes  which  exercifed  thq 
wits  of  the  junior  ftudents  in  the  ftoick  philofor 
phy.  If  this  was  true  of  Cato,  thefe  gentlemen 
copy  after  him  in  the  manner  of  fome  perfons 
who  lived  about  his  time — pede  nudo  Catonem.  Mr. 
Hume  told  me,  that  he  had  from  Roufleau  him- 
jfelf,  the  fecret  of  his  principles  pf  competition, 
That  acute,  though  eccentrick,  obferver  had  per* 
c.eived,  that  to  ftrike  and  intereft  the  publick,  the 
marvellous  muft  be  produced ;  that  the  marvel- 
lous of  the  heathen  mythology  had  long  fmce  loft 
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its  effect ;  that  giants,  magicians,  fairies,  and 
heroes  of  romance  which  fucceeded,  had  exhaufted 
the  portion  of  credulity  which  belonged  to  their 
age  ;  that  now  nothing  was  left  to  a  writer  but 
that  fpecies  of  the  marvellous,  which  might  dill 
be  produced,  and  with  as  great  an  effect  as  ever, 
though  in  another  way ;  that  is,  the  marvellous 
in  life,  in  manners,  in  characters,  and  in  extraordi* 
nary  fituations,  giving  rile  to  new  and  unlooked- 
for  ftrokes  in  politicks  and  morals.  I  believe, 
that  were  RoufTeau  alive,  and  in  one  of  his  lucid 
intervals,  he  would  be  mocked  at  the  practical 
phrenzy  of  his  fcholarSj  who  in  their  paradoxes 
are  fervile  imitators  ;  and  even  in  their  incredulity 
difcover  an  implicit  faith. 

Men  who  undertake  confiderable  things,  even 
in  a  regular  way,  ought  to  give  us  ground  to 
prefume  ability.  But  the  phyfician  of  the  ftate, 
who,  not  fatislied  with  the  cure  of  diftempers,  un- 
dertakes to  regenerate  conftitutions,  ought  to 
fhew  uncommon  powers.  Some  very  unufual  ap- 
pearances of  wifdom  ought  to  difplay  themfelves 
on  the  face  of  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  appeal  to 
no  practice,  and  who  copy  after  no  model.  Has 
any  fuch  been  manifefted  ?  I  mall  take  a  view  (it 
{hall  for  the  fubject  be  a  very  mort  one)  of  what 
the  afiembly  has  done,  with  regard,  firft,  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  legiflature ;  in  the  next  place,  ' 
to  that  of  the  executive  power  ;  then  to  that  ot 
the  judicature  j  afterwards  to  the  model  of  the 
A  a  4.  army  j 
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army ;  and  conclude  with  the  fyftem  of  finance, 
to  fee  whether  we  can  difcover  in  any  part  of  their 
fchemcs  the  portentous  ability,  which  may  juftify 
thefe  bold  undertakers  in  the  fuperiority  which 
they  affume  over  mankind. 

It  is  in  the  model  of  the  fovereign  and  prefiding 
part  of  this  new  republick,  that  we  mould  expect 
their  grand  difplay.  Here  they  were  to  prove  their 
title  to  their  proud  demands.  For  the  plan  itfelf 
at  large,  and  for  the  reafons  on  which  it  is  ground- 
ed, I  refer  to  the  journals  of  the  afiembly  of  the 
29th  of  September  1789,  and  to  the  fubfequent 
proceedings  which  have  made  any  alterations  in 
the  plan.  So  far  as  in  a  matter  fomewhat  con- 
fufed  I  can  fee  light,  the  fyftem  remains  fubftan^ 
tially  as  it  has  been  originally  framed.  My  few 
remarks  will  be  fuch  as  regard  its  fpirit,  its  ten- 
dency, and  its  fitnefs  for  framing  a  popular  com-  • 
monwealth,  which  they  profefs  theirs  to  be,  fuited 
to  the  ends  for  which  any  commonwealth,  and  par- 
ticularly fuch  a  commonwealth,  is  made.  At  the 
fame  time,  I  mean  to  confider  its  conliftency  with 
itfelf  and  its  own  principles. 

Old  eftabliihments  are  tried  by  their  effects.  If 
the  people  are  happy,  united,  wealthy,  and  power- 
ful, we  prefume  the  reft.  We  conclude  that  to 
be  good  from  whence  good  is  derived.  In  old  ef- 
tabiifhments  various  correctives  have  been  found 
for  their  aberrations  from  theory.  Indeed  they 
are  the  refults  of  various  necelTities  and  expedi- 
ences. 
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ences.  They  are  not  often  conftructed  after  any 
theory  ;  theories  are  rather  drawn  from  them.  In 
them  we  often  fee  the  end  beft  obtained,  where 
the  means  feem  not  perfectly  reconcileable  to  what 
we  may  fancy  was  the  original  fcheme.  The 
means  taught  by  experience  may  be  better  fuited 
to  political  ends  than  thofe  contrived  in  the  origi- 
nal project.  They  again  re-act  upon  the  primitive 
conftitution,  and  fometimes  improve  the  deiign  it- 
felf  from  which  they  feem  to  have  departed.  I 
think  all  this  might  be  curioufly  exemplified  in  the 
Britifh  conftitution.  At  worft,  the  errors  and  de« 
viations  of  every  kind  in  reckoning  are  found  and 
computed,  and  the  fliip  proceeds  in  her  courfe, 
This  is  the  cafe  of  old  eftablifhments ;  but  in  a  new 
and  merely  theoretick  fyftem,  it  is  expected  that 
every  contrivance  mail  appear,  on  the  face  of  it, 
to  anfwer  its  ends;  efpecially  where  the  projectors 
are  no  way  embar railed  with  an  endeavour  to  ac- 
commodate the  new  building  to  an  old  one,  either 
in  the  walls  or  on  the  foundations. 

The  French  builders,  clearing  away  as  mere  rub-, 
bilh  whatever  they  found,  and,  like  their  orna- 
mental gardeners,  forming  every  thing  into  an 
exact  level,  propofe  to  reft  the  whole  local  and  ge- 
neral legiflature  on  three  bafes  of  three  different 
kinds  ;  one  geometrical,  one  arithmetical,  and  the 
third  financial ;  the  firft  of  which  they  call  the 
frafis  of  territory ;  the  fecond,  the  bafis  of  population^ 
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and  the  third,  the  bajtx  of  contribution.  For  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  the  firft  of  thefe  purpofes  they 
divide  the  area  of  their  country  into  eighty-three 
pieces,  regularly  fquare,  of  eighteen  leagues  by 
eighteen.  Thefe  large  divifions  are  called  Depart- 
ments. Thefe  they  portion,  proceeding  by  fquare 
meafurement,  into  feventeen  hundred  and  twenty 
diftricls  called  Communes.  Thefe  again  they  fubdi- 
vide,  ftill  proceeding  by  fquare  meafurement,  into 
fmaller  diftricts  called  Cantons,  making  in  all  6,400. 
At  firft  view  this  geometrical  bails  of  theirs  pre- 
fents  not  much  to  admire  or  to  blame.  It  calls  for 
no  great  legiflative  talents.  Nothing  more  than 
an  accurate  land  furveyor,  with  his  chain,  fight^ 
and  theodolite,  is  requifite  for  fuch  a  plan  as  this* 
In  the  old  divifions  of  the  country  various  acci- 
dents at  various  times,  and  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
various  properties  and  jurifdiclions,  fettled  their 
bounds.  Thefe  bounds  were  not  made  upon  any 
fixed  fyftem  undoubtedly.  They  were  fubjecl  to 
fome  inconveniencies ;  but  they  were  inconveni- 
encies  for  which  ufe  had  found  remedies,  and  ha- 
bit had  fupplied  accommodation  and  patience.  In 
this  new  pavement  of  fquare  within  fquare,  and 
this  organifation  and  femi-organifation  made  on 
the  fyftem  of  Empedocles  and  Buffon,  and  not 
upon  any  politick  principle,  it  is  impoffible  that  in- 
numerable local  inconveniencies,  to  which  men 
are  not  habituated,  muft  not  arife.  But  thefe  I 

pafs 
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pafs  over,  becaufe  it  requires  an  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  which  I  do  not.poflefs,  to 
ipecify  them. 

When  thefe  ftate  furveyors  came  to  take  a  view 
of  their  work  of  meafurement,  they  foon  found, 
that  in  politicks,  the  moft  fallacious  of  all  things 
was  geometrical  demonftration.  They  had  then 
recourfe  to  another  bafis  (or  rather  buttrefs)  to 
fupport  the  building  which  tottered  on  that  falfe 
foundation.  It  was  evident,  that  the  goodnefs  of 
the  foil,  the  number  of  the  people,  their  wealth, 
and  thelargenefs  of  their  contribution,  made  fuch 
infinite  variations  between  fquare  and  fquare  as  to 
render  menfuration  a  ridiculous  ftandard  of  power 
in  the  commonwealth,  and  equality  in  geometry 
the  moft  unequal  of  all  meafures  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  men.  However,  they  could  not  give  it  up. 
But  dividing  their  political  and  civil  reprefentation 
into  three  parts,  they  allotted  one  of  thofe  parts  to 
the  fquare  meafurement,  without  a  tingle  fact  or 
calculation  to  afcertain  whether  this  territorial 
proportion  of  reprefentation  was  fairly  afligned, 
and  ought  upon  any  principle  realJy  to  be  a  third. 
Having  however  given  to  geometry  this  portion, 
(of  a  third  for  her  dower)  out  of  compliment  I 
fuppofe  to  that  fublime  fcience,  they  left  the  other 
two  to  be  fcuffled  for  between  the  other  parts,  po* 
pulation  and  contribution. 

When  they  came  to  provide  for  population, 
•  they 
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they  were  not  able  to  proceed  quite  fo  fmoothly 
as  they  had  done  in  the  field  of  their  geometry. 
Here  their  arithmetick  came  to  bear  upon  their 
juridical  metaphyficks.  Had  they  ftuck  to  their 
metaphyfick  principles,  the  arithmetical  procefs 
would  be  fimple  indeed.  Men,  with  them,  are 
ftrictly  equal,  and  are  entitled  to  equal  rights  in 
their  own  government.  Each  head,  on  this  fyf- 
tem,  would  have  its  vote,  and  every  man  would 
vote  directly  for  the  perfon  who  was  to  reprefent 
him  in  the  legiflature.  "  But  foft — by  regular  de- 
"  grees,  not  yet."  This  metaphyfick  principle, 
to  which  law,  cuftom,  ufage,  policy,  reafon,  were 
to  yield,  is  to  yield  itfelf  to  their  pleafure.  There 
muft  be  many  degrees,  and  fome  ftages,  before  the 
reprefentative  can  come  in  contact  with  his  con- 
fHtuent.  Indeed,  as  we  mall  foon  fee,  thefe  two 
perfons  are  to  have  no  fort  of  communion  with 
each  other.  Firft,  the  voters  in  the  Canton,  who 
compofe  what  they  call  primary  ajfemblies,  are  to 
have  a  qualification.  What!  a  qualification  on  the 
jndefeafible  rights  of  men?  Yes  ;  but  it  mail  be  a 
very  fmall  qualification.  Our  injuftice  mall  be 
very  little  oppreflive;  only  the  local  valuation  of 
three  days  labour  paid  to  the  publick.  Why,  this 
Is  not  much,  I  readily  admit,  for  any  thing  but 
the  utter  fubverfion  of  your  equalifing  principle. 
As  a  qualification  it  might  as  well  be  let  alone ; 
for  it  anfwers  no  one  purpofe  for  which  qualifi- 
cation^ 
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cations  are  eftablifhed :  and,  on  your  ideas,  it  ex- 
cludes from  a  vote,  the  man  of  all  others  whofe 
natural  equality  ftands  the  moft  in  need  of  protec- 
tion and  defence  ;  I  mean  the  man  who  has  no- 
thing elfe  but  his  natural  equality  to  guard  him. 
You  order  him  to  buy  the  right,  which  you  be- 
fore told  him  nature  had  given  to  him  gratui- 
toufly  at  his  birth,  and  of  which  no  authority  on 
earth  could  lawfully  deprive  him.  With  regard 
to  the  perfon  who  cannot  come  up  to  your  mar- 
ket, a  tyrannous  ariftocracy,  as  againft  him,  is 
eftablifhed  at  the  very  outfet,  by  you  who  pretend 
to  be  its  fworn  foe. 

The  gradation  proceeds.  Thefe  primary  affem- 
blies  of  the  Canton  elect  deputies  to  the  Commune  ; 
one  for  every  two  hundred  qualified  inhabitants. 
Here  is  the  firft  medium  put  between  the  primary 
elector  and  the  reprefentative  legiflator ;  and  here 
a  new  turnpike  is  fixed  for  taxing  the  rights  of 
men  with  a  fecond  qualification :  for  none  can  be 
elected  into  the  Commune  who  does  not  pay  the 
amount  of  ten  days  labour.  Nor  have  we  yet 
done.  There  is  ftill  to  be  another  gradation.* 

Thefe 

*  The  alTembly,  in  executing  the  plan  of  their  committee, 
made  fome  alterations.  They  have  ftruck  out  one  ftage  in  thefe 
gradations  ;  this  removes  a  part  of  the  objection :  but  the  maia 
objection,  namely,  that  in  their  fcheme  the  firft  conftituent  voter 
has  no  coruieclion  with  the  reprefentative  legiflator,  remains  iti 
all  its  force.  There  are  other  alterations,  fome  poffibly  for  the 

better, 
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Thefe  Communes,  chofen  by  the  Canton,  choofe  to 
the  Department ;  and  the  deputies  of  the  Depart* 
mcnt  clioofe  their  deputies  to  the  National  AJfembly* 
Here  is  a  third  barrier  of  a  fenfelefs  qualification* 
Every  deputy  to  the  national  aflembly  muft  pay, 
in  direct  contribution,  to  the  value  of  a  mark  of 
Jilver.  Of  all  thefe  qualifying  barriers  we  muft 
think  alike ;  that  they  are  impotent  to  fecure  in- 
dependence j  ftrong  only  to  deftroy  the  rights  ot 
men. 

In  all  this  procefs,  which  in  its  fundamental  ele- 
ments affects  to  corifider  only  population  upon  a 
principle  of  natural  right,  there  is  a  manifeft  at- 
tention to  property ;  which,  however  juft  and  rea- 
fonable  on  other  fchemes,  is  on  theirs  perfectly  un- 
fupportable. 

When  they  come  to  their  third  bafis,  that  of 
Contribution,  we  find  that  they  have  more  com- 
pletely loft  fignt  of  the  rights  of  men.  This  laft 
bafis  refts  entirely  on  property.  A  principle  totally 
different  from  the  equality  of  men,  and  utterly  ir- 
reconcileable  to  it,  is  thereby  admitted ;  but  no 
fooner  is  this  principle  admitted,  than  (as  ufual) 
it  is  fubverted  ;  and  it  is  not  fubverted  (as  we 
fhall  prefently  fee)  to  approximate  the  inequality 
of  riches  to  the  level  of  nature.  The  additional 

"better,  fome  certainly  for  the  worfe  :  but  to  the  author  the  merit 
or  demerit  of  thefe  fmaller  alterations  appear  to  be  of  no  moment, 
the  fcheme  itfelf  is  fundamentally  vitious  and  abfurd. 

{hare 
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fliare  in  the  third  portion  of  reprefentation  (a 
portion  referved  exclufively  for  the  higher  con- 
tribution) is  made  to  regard  the  di/lrifl  only,  and 
not  the  individuals  in  it  who  pay.  It  is  eafy  to 
perceive,  by  the  courfe  of  their  reafonings,  how 
much  they  were  embarrafied  by  their  contradic- 
tory ideas  of  the  rights  of  men  and  the  privileges 
of  riches.  The  committee  of  conftitution  do  as- 
good  as  admit  that  they  are  wholly  irreconcileable. 
"  The  relation,  with  regard  to  the  contributions, 

*  O  ' 

"  is  without  doubt  null  (fay  they)  when  the  quef- 
"  tion  is  on  the  balance  of  the  political  rights  as 
"  between  individual  and  individual ;  without 
"  which  perfonal  equality  would  be  deftroyed^  and  an 
"  arlftocracy  of  the  rich  would  be  eftablifhed.  But 
"  this  inconvenience  entirely  difappears  when  the 
"  proportional  relation  of  the  contribution  is  only 
"  confidered  in  the  great  majjes,  and  is  folely  be- 
"  tween  province  and  province  ;  it  ferves  in  that 
"  cafe  only  to  form  a  juft  reciprocal  proportion 
"  between  the  cities,  without  affecling  the  perfonal 
"  rights  of  the  citizens." 

Here  the  principle  of  contribution,,  as  taken  be- 
tween man  and  man,  is  reprobated  as  null,  and 
deftructive  to  equality ;  and  as  pernicious  too ; 
becaufe  it  leads  to  the  eftablilhment  of  an  arifto- 
cracy  of  the  rich.  However,  it  muft  not  be  aban- 
doned. And  the  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  diiE- 
culty  is  to  eftablifh  the  inequality  as  between  de- 
partment 
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partmcnt  and  department,  leaving  all  the  indivi" 
duals  in  each  department  upon  an  exact  par.  Ob- 
ferve,  that  this  parity  between  individuals  had 
been  before  deftroyed  when  the  qualifications 
within  the  departments  were  fettled ;  nor  does  it 
feem  a  matter  of  great  importance  whether  the 
equality  of  men  be  injured  by  maffes  or  indivi- 
dually. An  individual  is  not  of  the  fame  impor- 
tance in  a  mafs  reprefented  by  a  few,  as  in  a  mafs 
reprefented  by  many.  It  would  be  too  much  to 
tell  a  man  jealous  of  his  equality,  that  the  elector 
has  the  fame  franchife  who  votes  for  three  mem- 
bers as  he  who  votes  for  ten. 

Now  take  it  in  the  other  point  of  view,  and  let 
us  fuppofe  their  principle  of  reprefentation  accord- 
ing to  contribution,  that  is  according  to  riches,  to 
be  well  imagined,  and  to  be  a  neceffary  bafis  for 
their  republick.  In  this  their  third  bafis  they  af- 
fume,  that  riches  ought  to  be  refpected,  and  that 
juftice  and  policy  require  that  they  mould  entitle 
men,  in  fome  mode  or  other,  to  a  larger  ihare  in 
the  adminift ration  of  publick  affairs  j  it  "is  now  to 
be  feen  how  the  affembly  provides  for  the  pre- 
eminence, or  even  for  the  iecurity  of  the  rich,  by 
conferring,  in  virtue  of  their  opulence,  that  larger 
meafure  of  power  to  their  diftrict  which  is  denied 
to  them  perfonally.  I  readily  admit  (indeed  I 
fhould  lay  it  down  as  a  fundamental  principle) 
that  in  a  republican  government,  which  has  a  de- 

mocratick 
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tttocratitk  bafis,  the  rich  do  require  an  additional 
Security  above  what  is  neceffary  to  them  in  mo- 
narchies. They  are  fubjecl:  to  envy,  and  through 
envy  to  oppreilioh.  On  the  prefent  fcheme,,  it  is 
impofllbie  to  divine  what  advantage  they  derive 
from  the  ariftocratick  preference  upon  which  the 
\m6qual  reprefentation  of  the  mafies  is  founded* 
The  rich  cannot  feel  itj  either  as  a  fupport  to  dig- 
nity, or  as  fecurity  to  fortune :  for  the  ariftocratick 
mafs  is  generated  from  purely  democratick  prin* 
'ciples ;  and  the  prevalence  given  to  it  in  the  gene- 
ral reprefentation  has  no  fort  of  reference  to  or 
'connexion  with  the  perfons,  upon  account  of  whofe 
property  this  fuperiority  of  the  mafs  is  eftablimed* 
If  the  contrivers  of  this  fcheme  meant  any  fort  of 
favour  to  the  rich  in  confequence  of  their  contri- 
bution, they  ought  to  have  conferred  the  privi- 
lege either  on  the  individual  rich,  or  on  fome  clafs 
formed  of  rich  perfons  (as  hiftorians  reprefent  Ser- 
vius  Tullius  to  have  done  in  the  early  conftitution 
of  Rome)  ;  becaufe  the  cdntefl  between  the  rich 
and  the  poor  is  not  a  ft  niggle  between  corpora- 
tion and  corporation,  but  a  conteft  between  men 
and  men  ;  a  competition  not  between  districts  but 
between  defcriptions.  It  would  anfwer  its  pur- 
pofe  better  if  the  fcheme  were  inverted ;  that  the 
^otes  of  the  maffes  were  rendered  equal ;  and  that 
he  votes  within  each  mafs  were  proportioned  to 
>ropcrty» 
VOL.  V.  B  b  Let 
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Let  us  fuppofe  one  man  in  a  diftrict  (it  is  aff 
eafy  fuppofition)  to  contribute  as  much  as  an  hun- 
dred of  his  neighbours.  Againft  thefe  he  has  but 
one  vote.  If  there  were  but  one  reprefentative 
for  the  mafs,  his  poor  neighbours  would  outvote 
him  by  an  hundred  to  one  for  that  fmgie  repre- 
fentative. Bad  enough.  But  amends  are  to  be 
made  him.  How  ?  The  diftricl,  in  virtue  of  his 
wealth,  is  to  chooie,  fay,  ten  members  inflead  of 
one :  that  is  to  lay,  by  paying  a  very  large  contri- 
bution he  has  the  happinefs  of  being  outvoted,  an 
hundred  to  -one,  by  the  poor  for  ten  reprefenta- 
tives,  inftead  of  being  outvoted  exactly  in  the 
fame  proportion  for  a  fingle  member.  In  truth, 
inftead  of  benefiting  by  this  fuperior  quantity  of 
reprefentation,  the  rich  man  is  fubje&ed  to  an 
additional  hardfhip.  The  encreafe  of  reprefenta- 
tion within. his  province  fetsup  nineperfons  more, 
and  as  many  more  than  nine  as  there  may  "be  de- 
mocratick  candidates,  to  cabal  and  intrigue,  and 
to  flatter  the  people  at  his  cxpence  and  to  his  op- 
preffion.  An  intereft  is  by  this  means  held  out  ta 
multitudes  of  the  inferior  fort,  in  obtaining  a  fa- 
lary  of  eighteen  livre&  a  day  (to  them  a  vaft  ob- 
jecY)  beftdes  the  pleafure  of  a  relidence  in  Paris 
and  their  mare  in  the  government  of  the  king-- 
dom.  The  more  the  objects  of  ambition  are  mul- 
tiplied and  become  democratick,  juft  in  that  pro~ 
portion  the  rkli  are  endangered. 
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Thus  it  muft  fare  between  the  poor  and  the 
rich  in  the  province  deemed  ariftocratick,  which 
in  its  internal  relation  is  the  very  reverfe  of  that 
character.  In  its  external  relation,  that  is,  in  its 
'  relation  to  the  other  provinces,  I  cannot  fee  how 
the  unequal  reprefentation,  which  is  given  to  maffes 
on  account  of  wealth,  becomes  the  means  of  pre- 
ferring the  equipoife  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
commonwealth.  For  if  it  be  one  of  the  objects 
to  fecure  the  weak  from  being  crulhed  by  the 
ftrong  (as  in  all  fociety  undoubtedly  it  is)  how 
are  the  fmaller  and  poorer  of  thefe  mafies  to  be 
faved  from  the  tyranny  of  the  more  wealthy  ?  Is 
it  by  adding  to  the  wealthy  further  and  more 
tyftematical  means  of  oppreiling  them?  When 
We  come  to  a  balance  of  reprefentation  between 
corporate  bodies,  provincial  interefts,  emulations, 
and  jealoufies,  are  full  as  likely  to  arife  among 
them  as  among  individuals ;  and  their  divifions 
are  likely  to  produce  a  much  hotter  fpirit  of  dif- 
fention,  and  fomething  leading  much  more  nearly 
to  a  war* 

I  fee  that  thefe  ariftocratick  mafles  are  made 
upon  what  is  called  the  principle  of  direct  contri- 
bution. Nothing  can  be  a  more  unequal  ftandard 
than  this.  The  indirect  contribution,  that  which 
arifes  from  duties  on  confumption,  is  in  truth  a 
better  ftandard,  and  follows  and  difcovers  wealth 
more  naturally  than  this  of  direct  contribution. 

Bb  2  It 
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It  is  difficult  indeed  to  fix  a  ftandard  of  local  pre* 
fcrence  on  account  of  the  one,  or  of  the  other^ 
or  of  both,  becaufe  fome  provinces  may  pay  the 
more  of  either  or  of  both,  on  account  of  caufes 
not  intrinfick,  but  originating  from  thofe  very 
difiricts  over  whom  they  have  obtained  a  prefe-» 
rence  in  conference  of  their  oftenfible  contribu- 
tion. If  the  mafles  were  independent  fovereign 
bodies,  who  were  to  provide  for  a  federative  trea- 
fury  by  diilinct  contingents,  and  that  the  revenue 
had  not  (as  it  has)  many  impolitions  running 
through  the  whole,  which  affect  men  individually, 
and  not  corporately,  and  which,  by  their  nature, 
confound  all  territorial  limits,  fomething  might 
be  faid  for  the  bafis  of  contribution  as  founded  on 
mafles.  But  of  all  things,  this  reprefentation,  to 
be  meafured  by  contribution,  is  the  moft  difficult 
to  fettle  upon  principles  of  equity  in  a  country, 
which  confiders  its  diftricts  as  members  of  an 
whole.  For  a  great  city,  fuch  as  Bourdeaux  or 
Paris,  appears  to  pay  a  vaft  body  of  duties,  al- 
moft  out  of  all  aflignable  proportion  to  other 
places,  and  its  mafs  is  confidered  accordingly, 
But  are  thefe  cities  the  true  contributors  in  that 
proportion  ?  No.  The  confumers  of  the  com- 
modities imported  into  Bourdeaux,  who  are  fcat- 
tered  through  all  France,  pay  the  import  duties 
of  Bourdeaux.  The  produce  of  the  vintage  in 
Guienne  and  Languedoc  give  to  that  city  the 

means 
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means  of  its  contribution  growing  out  of  an  ex- 
port commerce.  The  landholders  who  fpend  their 
eftates  in  Paris,  and  are  thereby  the  creators  of 
that  city,  contribute  for  Paris  from  the  provinces 
out  of  which  their  revenues  arite.  Very  nearly 
the  fame  arguments  will  apply  to  the  reprefenta- 
tive  mare  given  on  account  of  dirett  contribution; 
becaufe  the  direct  contribution  muft  be  arTefTec).  on 
wealth  real  or  prefumed ;  and  that  local  wealth 
will  itfelf  arife  from  cauies  not  Iqcal,  and  which 
therefore  in  equity  ought  not  to  produce  a  local 
preference. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  in  this  fundamental 
regulation,  which  fettles  the  reprefentation  of  the 
mafs  upon  the  direct  contribution,  they  have  not 
yet  fettled  how  that  direct  contribution  mall  be 
laid,  and  how  apportioned.  Perhaps  there  is  fome 
latent  policy  towar4s  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
fent  afiembly  in  this  ftrange  procedure.  However, 
until  they  do  this,  they  can  have  no  certain  con- 
fcitution.  It  muft  depend  at  laft  upon  the  fyftem 
of  taxation,  and  mull  vary  with  every  variation 
in  that  fyftem.  As  they  have  contrived  matters, 
their  taxation  does  not  fo  much  depend  on  their 
conftitution,  as  their  conftitution  on  their  taxa- 
tion. This  muft  introduce  great  confuiion  among 
the  mafles  j  as  the  variable  qualification  for  votes 
within  the  diftricfc  muft,  if  ever  real  contefted  elec- 
tions take  place,  caufe  infinite  internal  contro- 
yerfles. 

B  b  3  tcr 
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To  compare  together  the  three  bafes,  not  on 
their  political  reafon,  but  on  the  ideas  on  which 
the  aflembly  works,  and  to  try  its  coniiftency  with 
itfelf0  we  cannot  avoid  obferving,  that  the  prin- 
ciple which  the  committee  call  the  balls  of  popula- 
tion, does  not  begin  to  operate  from  the  fame 
point  with  the  two  other  principles  called  the 
bafes  of  territory  and  of  contribution,  which  are 
both  of  an  ariftocratick  nature.  The  confequence. 
is,  that  where  all  three  begin  to  operate  together, 
there  is  the  moft  abfurd  inequality  produced  by 
the  operation  of  the  former  on  the  two  latter- 
principles.  Every  canton  contains  four  fquare 
leagues,  and  is  eftimated  to  contain,  on  the  ave- 
rage, 4,000  inhabitants,  or  680  voters  in  the  pri- 
mary affemb/ies,  which  vary  in  numbers  with  the 
population  of  the  canton,  and  fend  one  deputy  to, 
the  commune  for  every  200  voters.  Nine  cantons 
make  a  commune. 

Now  let  us  take  a  canton  containing  a  fea-port. 
town  of  trade,  or  a  great  manufacturing  town.  Let 
us  fuppofe  the  population  of  this  canton  to  be 
12,700  inhabitants,  or  2,193  voters?  forming  three 
primary  ajfemblies,  and  fending  ten  deputies  to  the, 
commune. 

Oppofe  to  this  one  canton  two  others  of  the  re- 
maining eight  in  the  fame  commune.  Thefe  we 
may  fuppofe  to  have  their  fair  population  of  4,000 
inhabitants,  and  680  voters  each,  or  8,000  inhabi- 
tants and  1,360  voters,  both  together.  Thefe  will 

form 
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form  only  two  primary  affemblies,  and  fend  vnlyjix 
deputies  to  the  commune. 

When  the  affembly  of  the  commune  comes  to 
vote  on  the  bajis  of  territory,  which  principle  is 
firft  admitted  to  operate  in  that  affembly,  the 
ftngle  canton  which  has  half  the  territory  of  the 
other  two,  will  have  fen  voices  to  fix  in  the  elec- 
tion of  three  deputies  to  the  affembly  of  the  depart* 
ment,  chofen  on  the  exprefs  ground  of  a  reprefen- 
tatjon  of  territory. 

This  inequality,  ftriking  as  it  is,  will  be  yet 
highly  aggravated,  if  we  fuppofe,  as  we  fairly 
may,  the  fiver al  other  cantons  of  the  commune  to 
fall  proportionably  fhort  of  the  average  popula- 
tion, as  much  as  the  principal  canton  exceeds  it. 
Now,  as  to  the  fc.tjis  of  contribution,  which  alfo  is  a 
principle  admitted  firft  to  operate  in  the  affembly 
of  the  commune.  Let  us  again  take  one  canton, 
fuch  as  is  ftated  above.  If  the  whole  of  the  direct 
contributions  paid  by  a  great  trading  or  manu- 
facturing town  be  divided  equally  among  the  in- 
habitants, each  individual  will  be  found  to  pay 
much  more  than  an  individual  living  in  the  coun- 
try  according  to  the  fame  average,  The  whole 
paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  former  will  be  more 
than  the  whole  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter 
— we  may  fairly  affume  one-third  more.  Then 
the  12,700  inhabitants,  or  2,193  voters.  of  the 
panton  will  pay  as  much  as  19,050  inhabitants,  cir 

£  b  4  3^9 
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3,289  voters  of  the  other  cantons ,  which  are  nearly; 
the  eftimated  proportion  of  inhabitants  and  voters 
of  Jive  other  cantons.  Now  the  2,19.3  votes  will, 
as  I  before  faid,  fend  only  ten  deputies  to  the.  af- 
fernbly  ;  the  3,289  voters  will  fendjixteen.  Thus, 
for  an  equal  fhare  in  the  contribution  of  the  whole 
commune,  there  will  be  a,  difference  Q£  fixteen  voices 
to  ten  in  voting  for  deputies  to  be  chofen  on  the, 
principle  of  reprefenting  the  general  contribution 
of  the  whole  commune. 

By  the  fame  mode  of  computation  we  fhall  find 
15,875  inhabitants,  or  2,741  voters  of  the  other, 
cantons,  who  pay  onc-fixth  LESS  to  the  contribu-* 
tion  of  the  whole  commune^  will  have  three  voices 
MORE  than  the  1 2, 7po  inhabitants,  or  2,193  voters 
of  the  one  canton. 

Such  is  the  fantaftical  and  unjuft  inequality  be- 
tween mafs  and  mafs,  in  this  curious  repartition, 
of  the  rights  of  representation  ariiing  out  of  terrh 
tory  and  contribution.  The  qualifications  which 
thefe  confer  are  in  truth  negative  qualifications, 
that  give  a  right  in  an  inverfe  proportion  to  the 
poffeffion  of  them. 

In  this  whole  contrivance  of  the  three  bafes, 
confider  it  in  any  light  you  pleafe,  I  do  pot  fee  a 
variety  of  objecls,  reconciled  in  one  confiftent; 
whole,  but  feveral  contradictory  principles  relucn 
tantly  and  irreconcileably  brought  and  held  to-j 
gether  by  your  philofophers,  like  wild  beafts  fhu^ 

up 
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Vp  in  a  cage,  to  claw  and  bite  each  other  to  their 
mutual  deftruction. 

I  am  afraid  I  have  gone  too  far  into  their  way 
of  considering  the  formation  of  a  conftitution. 
They  have  much,  but  bad  metaphyficks ;  much, 
but  bad,  geometry  ;  much,  but  falfe,  proportionate 
arithmetick ;  but  if  it  were  all  as  exact  as  meta^ 
phyiicks,  geometry,  and  arithmetick  ought  to  be, 
and  if  their  fchemes  were  perfectly  confiftent  in 
all  their  parts,  it  would  make  only  a  more  fair 
and  fightly  vifion.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  3 
great  arrangement  of  mankind,  not  one  reference 
whatfoever  is  to  be  found  to  any  thing  moral  or 
any  thing  politick ;  nothing  that  relates  to  the 
concerns,  the  actions,  the  paffions,  the  interefls  of 
men.  Hominem  nonfapiunt. 

You  fee  I  only  confider  this  conftitution  as  elec- 
toral, and  leading  by  fteps  to  the  national  afiem- 
bly.  I  do  not  enter  into  the  internal  government 
of  the  departments,  and  their  genealogy  through 
the  communes  and  cantons.  Thefe  local  govern, 
ments  are,  in  the  original  plan,  to  be  as  nearly  as 
poflible  compofed  in  the  fame  manner  and  on  the 
fame  principles  with  the  elective  alTemblies.  They 
are  each  of  them  bodies  perfectly  compact  and 
rounded  in  themfelves. 

You  cannot  but  perceive  in  this  fcheme,  that  it 
|ias  a  direct  and  immediate  tendency  to  fever  France 
into  a  variety  of  republicks,  and  to  render  them 

totally 
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totally  independent  of  each  other,  -without  any 
direct  conftitutional  means  of  coherence,  connec-i 
tion,  or  fubordination,  except  what  may  be  de- 
rived from  their  acquiefcence  in  the  determina- 
tions of  the  general  congrefs  of  the  ambaffadors 
from  each  independent  republick.  Such  in  reality 
is  the  national  affembly,  and  fuch  governments  I 
admit  do  exift  in  the  world,  though  in  forms  in- 
finitely more  fuitable  to  the  local  and  habitual  cir- 
cumftances  of  their  people.  But  fuch  affociations, 
rather  than  bodies  politick,  have  generally  been 
the  effect  of  neceflity,  not  choice  ;  and  I  believe 
the  prefent  French  power  is  the  very  firft  body  of 
citizens,  who,  having  obtained  full  authority  ta 
do  with  their  tountry  what  they  pleafedr  have 
chofen  to  diffever  it  in  this  barbarous  manner. 

It  is  irnpoflible  not  to  obfef ve,  that  in  the  fpirit 
of  this  geometrical  diftribution,  and  arithmetical 
arrangement,  thefe  pretended  citizens  treat  France 
exactly  like  a  country  of  conqueft.  Acting  as  con- 
querors, they  have  imitated  the  policy  of  the  harfli- 
eft  of  that  harm  race.  The  policy  of  fuch  barba- 
rous victors,  who  contemn  a  fubdued  people,  and 
infult  their  feelings,  has  ever  been,  as  much  as  in 
them  lay,  to  deftroy  all  vcftiges  of  the  antient 
country,  in  religion,  in  polity,  in  laws  and  in  man- 
ners ;  to  confound  all  territorial  limits ;  to  pro- 
duce a  general  poverty ;  to  put  up  their  proper- 
ties to  auction ;  to  cruUi  their  princes,  nobles,  and 
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pontiffs  ;  to  lay  low  every  thing  which  had  lifted 
its  head  above  the  level,  or  which  could  ferve  to 
combine  or  rally,  in  their  diitreiles,  the  difbanded 
people,  under  the  ftandard  of  old  opinion.  They 
have  made  France  free  in  the  manner  in  which 
thofe  iincere  friends  to  the  rights  of  mankind, 
the  Romans,  freed  Greece,  Macedon,  and  other 
nations.  They  deftroyed  the  bonds  of  their  union, 
under  colour  of  providing  for  the  independence 
pf  each  of  their  cities. 

When  the  members  who  compofe  thefe  new 
bodies  of  cantons,  communes,  and  departments, 
arrangements  purpofely  produced  through  the 
medium  of  confulion,  begin  to  act,  they  will  iind 
themfelves,  in  a  great  meafure,  ftrangers  to  one 
another.  The  electors  and  elected  throughout, 
efpecially  in  the  rural  cantons,  will  be  frequently 
without  any  civil  habitudes  or  connexions,  or  any 
of  that  natural  difcipline  which  is  the  foul  of  a 
true  republick.  Magiftrates  and  collectors  of  re- 
venue are  now  no  longer  acquainted  with  their 
drftricts,  bilhops-  with  their  diocefes,  or  curates 
with  their  parilhes.  Thefe  new  colonies  of  the 
rights  of  men  bear  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  that 
fort  of  military  colonies  which  Tacitus  has  obferv- 
ed  upon  in  the  declining  policy  of  Rome.  In  bet- 
ter and  wifer  days  (whatever  courfe  they  took 
with  foreign  nations)  they  were  careful  to  make 
the  elements  of  a  methodical  fubordination  and 

fettle- 
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fettlement  to  be  coeval  ;  and  even  to  lay  the  foun» 
dations  of  difcipline  in  the  military.*  But,  when, 
all  the  good  arts  had  fallen  into  ruin,  they  pro- 
ceeded, as  your  affembly  does,  upon  the  equality 
of  mep,  and  with  as  little  judgment,  and  as  little 
care  for  thofe  things  which  make  a  republick  tole- 
rable or  durable.  But  in  this,  as  well  as  almoft 
every  inftance,  your  new  commonwealth  is  born, 
and  bred,  and  fud,  in  thofe  corruptions  which 
mark  degenerated  and  worn-put  republicks.  Your 
child  eomes  into  the  world  with  the  fymptoms  of 
death  ;  the  fades  Hippocratica  forms  the  character 
of  its  phyfiognomy,  and  the  prqgnoftick  of  its 
fate. 

The  legiflators  who  framed  the  antient  repub- 
licks  knew  that  their  bufinefs  was  too  arduous  to, 
be  accompliflied  with  no  better  apparatus  than  the, 
metaphyficks  of  an  under  graduate,  and  the  ma- 
thematicks  and  arithmetick  of  an  excifeman. 
They  had  to  do  with  men,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  ftudy  human  nature.  They  had  to  do  with 

*  Nqn,  ut  olim,  univerfse  legtones  deducebantur  cum  tribiir 
nis,  et  centurionibus,  et  fui  cujufque  ordinis  miHtibus,  ut  con- 
fenfu  et  caritate  rempublicam  afficercnt ;  fed  ignoti  inter  fe,  di- 
Terfis  manipulis,  fine  redlore,  fine  affe<Stibus  mutuis,  quafi  ex 
alia  geoere  mortalium,  repente  in  unum  collec5li,  numerus  magis 
quam  colonia.  Tac.  Amial.  \.  1-t.  feft.  27.  All  this  will  be 
ftill  more  applicable  to  the  unconnedled,  rotatory,  biennial  na- 
tional airetnblies,  in  this  abl"u/fl  and  fcnfelefs  confutation^ 

.  . 
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citizens,  and  they  were  obliged  to  ftudy  the  effects 
of  thofe  habits  which  are  communicated  by  the 
tircumftances  of  civil  life*  They  were  fenfible 
that  the  operation  of  this  fecond  nature  on  the 
firft  produced  a  new  combination ;  and  thence 
arofe  many  diveriities  amongft  men,  according  to 
their  birth,  their  education,  their  profeflions,  the 
periods  of  their  lives,  their  refidence  in  towns  or 
in  the  country,  their  feveral  ways  of  acquiring  and 
•of  fixing  property,  and  according  to  the  quality 
of  the  property  itfelf,  all  which  rendered  them  as 
it  were  fo  many  different  fpecies  of  animals.  From 
henCe  they  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  difpofe 
their  citizens  into  fuch  elaffes,  and  to  place  them 
in  fuch  fituations  in  the  ftate  as  their  peculiar  ha- 
bits might  qualify  them  to  fill,  and  to  allot  to  them 
fuch  appropriated  privileges  as  might  fecure  to 
them  what  their  fpecifick  occaiions  required,  and 
which  might  furniih  to  each  defcription  fuch  force 
as  might  protect  it  in  the  conflict  caufed  by  the 
diverfity  of  interefts,  that  rnuit  exift,  and  muft 
contend,  in  all  complex  fociety :  for  the  legiflator 
would  have  been  afhamed,  that  the  coarfe  huf- 

bandman  mould  well  know  how  to  affort  and  to 

I 

ufe  his  fheep,  horfes,  and  oxen,  and  mould  have 
enough  of  common  fenfe  not  to  abftract  and  equa- 
lize them  all  into  animals,  without  providing  for 
each  kind  an  appropriate  food,  care,  and  employ- 
ment ;  whilft  he,  the  oeconomift,  difpofer,  and 
fliepherd  of  his  owu  kindred,  fubliming  himfelf 

into 
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into  an  airy  metapkyficianj  was  refolved  to  know 
nothing  of  his  flocks  but  as  men  in  general.  It  is 
for  this  reafon  that  Montefquieu  obferved  very 
juftly,  that  in  their  clarification  of  the  citizens, 
the  great  legiflators  of  antiquity  made  the  greateft 
difplay  of*  their  powers,  and  even  foared  above 
themfelves.  It  is  here  that  your  modern  legifla- 
tors have  gone  deep  into  the  negative  feries,  and 
funk  even  below  their  own  nothing.  As  the  firft 
fort  of  legiflators  attended  to  the  different  kinds 
of  citizens,  and  combined  them  into  one  commoni 
wealth,  the  others,  the  rnetaphyiical  and  alchemif- 
tical  legiflators,  have  taken  the  direct  contrary 
courfe.  They  have  attempted  to  confound  all 
forts  of  citizens,  as  well  as  they  could,  into  one 
homogeneous  mafs ;  and  then  they  -divided  this 
their  amalgama  into  a  number  of  incoherent  re- 
publicks.  They  reduce  men  to  loofe  counters, 
merely  for  the  fake  of  fimple  telling,  and  not  to 
figures  whofe  power  is  to  arife  from  their  place  in 
the  table.  The  elements  of  their  own  metaphyilcks 
might  have  taught  them  better  leffons.  The  troll 
of  their  categorical  table  might  have  informed 
them  that  there  was  fomething  elfe  in  the  intel- 
lectual world  \)Q&&zs  fubjlance  and  quantity.  They 
might  learn  from  the  catechifm  of  metaphyficks 
that  there  were  eight  heads  more,*  in  every  com- 
plex deliberation,  which  they  have  never  thought 

*  Qualitas,  Relatio,  Actio,  Paffio,  Ubi$  Quando,  Situs,  Ha- 
bitus. 
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of,  though  thefe,  of  all  the  ten,  are  the  fubjecl  on 
xvhich  the  fkili  of  man  can  operate  any  thing  at 
all. 

So  far  from  this  able  difpofition  of  fome  of  the 
old  republican  legislators,  which  follows  with  a 
felicitous  accuracy  the  moral  conditions  and  pro- 
penfhies  of  men,  they  have  levelled  and  crUihed 
together  all  the  orders  which  they  found,  even 
under  the  coarfe  unartincial  arrangement  of  the 
monarchy,  in  which  mode  of  government  the 
claffing  of  the  citizens  is  not  of  fo  much  impor- 
tance as  in  a  republick.  It  is  true,  however,  that 
every  fuch  claffification,  if  properly  ordered,  is 
good  in  all  forms  of  government;  and  compofes 
a  ftrong  barrier  againft  the  exceffes  of  defpotifm, 
as  well  as  it  is  the  neceffary  means  of  giving  effect 
and  permanence  to  a  republick.  For  want  of 
fomething  of  this  kind*  if  the  prefent  project  of  a 
republick  mould  fail,  all  Securities  to  a  moderated. 
freedom  fail  along  with  it ;  all  the  indirect  re- 
flraints  which  mitigate  defpotifm  are  removed; 
mfomuch  that  if  monarchy  Should  ever  again  ob- 
tain an  entire  afcendency  in  France,  under  this  or 
under  any  other  dynafty,  it  will  probably  be,  if 
not  voluntarily  tempered  at  fetting  out,  by  the 
wife  and  virtuous  counfels  of  the  prince,  the  mofc 
completely  arbitrary  power  th^tt  has  ever  appear- 
ed on  earth.  This  is  to  play  a-  .moil  defperat£ 
game, 

TJie 
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The  confufion,  which  attends  on  all  mch  pro-* 
ceedings,  they  even  declare  to  be  one  of  their  ob- 
jects, and  they  hope  to  fecure  their  conftitution  by 
a  terror  of  a  return  of  thofe  evils  which  attended 
their  making  it.  "  By  this."  fay  they,  "  its  de- 
"  ftruction  will  become  difficult  to  authority,1 
4t  which  cannot  break  it  up  without  the  entire 
"  diforganization  of  the  whole  ftate."  They  pre- 
fume,  that  if  this  authority  fhould  ever  come  to 
the  fame  degree  of  power  that  they  liave  acquired, 
it  would  make  a  mbre  moderate  and  chaflifed  ufc 
of  it,  and  would  pioufly  tremble  entirely  to  difor- 
ganize  the  ftate  in  the  favage  manner  that  they 
have  done.  They  expect,  from  the  virtues  of  re- 
turning defpotifm,  the  fecurity  which  is  to  be  en-> 
joyed  by  the  offspring  of  their  popular  vices. 

I  wifh,  Sir,  that  you  and  my  readers  would  give 
an  attentive  perufal  to  the  work  of  M.  de  Calonne,; 
on  this  fubject.  It  is  indeed  not  only  an  eloquent 
but  an  able  and  infttfucHve  performance.  I  con- 
fine my felf  to  what  he  fays  relative  to  the  confti- 
ttttio'n  of  the  new  ftate,  and  to  the  condition  of 
the  fevenue*  As  to  the  difputes  of  this  minifter 
with  his  rivals,  I  do  hot  wifh  to  pronounce  upon- 
them.  As  little  do  I  mean  to  hazard  any  opinion 
concerning  his  ways  and  means,  financial  or  poli- 
tical, for  taking  his.  country  out  of  its  prelent  dif- 
gracerul  and  deplorable  fituation  of  fervitude,  anar- 
chy, bankruptcy,  and  beggary.  I  cannot  fpeculate 

cuiito 
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<>uite  fo  fanguinely  as  he  does  :  but  he  is  a  French- 
man, and  has  a  clofer  duty  relative  to  thofe  ob- 
jects, and  better  means  of  judging  of  them,  than 
I  can  have.  I  wilh  that  the  formal  avowal  which 
he  refers  to,  made  by  one  of  the  principal  leaders 
In  the  affembly,  concerning  the  tendency  of  their 
Icheme  to  bring  France  not  only  from  a  monarchy 
to  a  repubRck,  but  from  a  republick  to  a  mere 
confederacy,  may  be  very  particularly  attended  to. 
It  adds  new  force  to  my  obfervations ;  and  in- 
deed M.  de  Calonne's  work  fupplies  my  defi- 
'ciencies  by  many  new  and  ftriking  arguments  on 
moft  of  the  fubjecls  of  this  Letter.* 

It  is  this  refolution,  to  break  their  country  into 
Separate  republicks,  which  has  driven  them  into 
the  greateft  number  of  their  difficulties  and  con- 
tradictions. If  it  were  not  for  this,  all  the  quef- 
tions  of  exact  equality,  and  thefe  balances,  never 
to  be  fettled,  of  individual  rights,  population,  and 
contribution,  would  be  wholly  ufelefs.  The  re- 
prefentation,  though  derived  from  parts,  would  be 
a  duty  which  equally  regarded  the  whole.  Each 
deputy  to  the  affembly  would  be  the  reprefenta- 
tive  of  France,  and  of  all  its  defcriptions,  of  the 
many  and  of  the  few,  of  the  rich  and  of  die  poor, 
'of  the  great  diflricts  and  of  the  fmall.  All  thefe 
diftricls  would  themfelves  be  fubordinate  to  fome 

*  See  L'Etat  de  la  France,  p.  3 63. 
VOL.  V.  C  c  {landing 
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{landing  authority,  exifting  independently  of' them  ^ 
an  authority  in  which  their  repfefentation,  and 
every  thing  that  belongs  to  it,  originated,  and  to 
xvhich  it  was  pointed.  This  ftanding,  unalterable, 
fundamental  government  would  make,  and  it  is 
the  only  thing  which  could  make,  that  territory 
truly  and  properly  an  whole.  With  us,  when  we 
elect  popular  reprefentatives,  we  fend  them  to  a 
council,  in  which  each  man  individually  is  a  fub- 
ject,  and  fubmitted  to  a  government  complete  in 
all  its  ofdinary  functions.  With  you  the  elective 
aflembly  is  the  fovereign,  and  the  fole  fovereign  ; 
all  the  members  are  therefore  integral  parts  of 
this  fete  fovereignty.  But  with  us  it  is  totally 
different.  With  us  the  reprefentative,  feparated 
from  the  other  parts,  can  have  no  action  and  no 
exiftericd.  The  government  is  the1  point  of  refe- 
rence of  the  feveral  members  and  diftricts  of  our 
i-eprefentation.  This  is  the  centre  of  our  unity. 
This  government  of  reference  is  a  truftee  for  the 
whole,  and  not  for  the  parts.  So  is  the  other 
branch  of  oiir  publick  council,  I  mean  the  houfe 
of  lords.  With  Us  the  king  and  the  lords  are  fe- 
veral and  joint  fecurities  for  the  equality  of  each 
diftrict,  each  province,  each  city.  When  did  yott 
hear  in  Great  Britain  of  any  province  fufFering 
from  the  inequality  of  its  reprefentation ;  what 
diftrict  from  having  no  reprefentation  at  all  ?  Not 
only  our  monarchy  and  out  peerage  fecure  the 

equality 


REVOLUTION    IN    FRANCE.  387 

V 

^quality  On  which  our  unity  depends,  but  it  is  the 
fpirit  of  the  houfe  of  commons  itfelf.  The  very 
inequality  of  reprefentation,  which  is  fo  foolilhly 
complained  of,  is  perhaps  the  very  thing  which 
prevents  us  from  thinking  or  acting  as  members 
for  diftricts.  Cornwall  elects  as  many  members 
as  all  Scotland.  But  is  Cornwall  better  taken  care 
of  than  Scotland  ?  Few  trouble  their  heads  about 
any  of  your  bafes,  out  of  fome  giddy  clubs.  Moft 
of  thofe,  who  wifli  for  any  change,  upon  any 
plauiible  grounds,  delire  it  on  different  ideas. 

Your  new  conftitution  is  the  very  reverfe  of 
'ours  in  its  principle ;  and  I  am  aftonifhed  how 
any  perfons  could  dream  of  holding  out  any  thing 
done  in  it  as  an  example  for  Great  Britain.  With 
you  there  is  little,  or  rather  no,  connexion  be- 
tween the  laft  reprefentative  and  the  firft  confti- 
tuent.  The  member  who  goes  to  the  national 
affembly  is  not  chofen  by  the  people,  nor  account- 
able to  them.  There  are  three  elections  before  he 
is  chofen :  two  fets  of  magiftracy  intervene  be- 
tween him  and  the  primary  affembly,  fo  as  to 
render  him,  as  I  have  faid,  an  ambaffador  of  a 
ftate,  and  not  the  reprefentative  of  the  people  with- 
in a  ftate.  By  this  the  whole  fpirit  of  the  election 
is  changed  ;  nor  can  any  corrective  your  conftitu- 
tion-mongers  have  devifed  render  him  any  thing 
elfe  than  what  he  is.  The  very  attempt  to  do  it 
would  inevitably  introduce  a  confufion,  if  polHble, 

C  c  2  more 


more  horrid  than  the  prefent.  There  is  no  way 
to  make  a  connexion  between  the  original  confti- 
tuent  and  the  reprefentative,  but  by*  the  circuitous 
means  which  may  lead  the  candidate  to  apply  in 
the  firft  inftance  to  the  primary  electors,  in  order 
that  by  their  authoritati  ?e  inftructions  (and  fome- 
thing  more  perhaps)  thefe  primary  electors  may 
force  fche  two  fucceech'ng  bodies  of  electors  to 
jnake  a  choice  agreeable  to  their  wi{hes.  But  this 
would  plainly  fubvert  the  whole  fcheme.  It  would 
be  to  plunge  them  back  into  that  tumult  and  con- 
fuiion  of  popular  election,  which,  by  their  inter- 
pofed  gradation  elections,  they  mean  to  avoid, 
and  at  length  to  rifque  the  whole  fortune  of  the 
ftate  with  thofe  who  have  the  leaft  knowledge  of 
it,  and  the  leaft  intereft  in  it.  This  is  a  perpetual 
dilemma,  into  which  they  are  thrown  by  the  vi- 
cious, weak,  and  contradictory  principles  they 
have  chofen.  Unlefs  the  people  break  up  and  le- 
vel this  gradation,  it  is  plain  that  they  do  not  at 
all  fubftantially  elect  to  the  aflembly ;  indeed  they 
elect  as  little  in  appearance  as- reality. 

What  is  it  we  all  feck  for  iff  an  election  ?  To' 
anfwer  its  real  purpofes,  you  mult  firft  poflefs  the 
means  of  knowing  the  fitnefs^  of  your  man  ;  and 
then  you  muft  retain  fome  hold  upon  him  by  per-- 
fonal  obligation  or  dependence.  For  what  end  are 
thefe  primary  electors  complimented,  or  rather 
mocked  with  a  choice?  They  can  never  know 

any 
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any  thing  of  the  qualities  of  him  that  is  to  ferve 
them,  nor  has  he  any  obligation  whatfoever  to 
them.  Of  all  the  powers  unfit  to  be  delegated  by 
tliofe  who  have  any  real  means  of  judging,  that 
moft  peculiarly  unfit  is  what  relates  to  a  perfonal 
choice.  In  cafe  of  abufe,  that  body  of  primary 
electors  never  can  call  the  reprefentative  to  an  ac- 
count for  his  conduct.  He  is  too  far  removed  from 
them  in  the  chain  of  reprefentation.  If  he  afts 
improperly  at  the  end  of  his  two  years  leafe,  it 
does  not  concern  him  for  two  years  more.  By 
the  new  French  conftitution,  the  beft  and  the 
wifeft  reprefentatives  go  equally  with  the  worft 
into  this  Limbus  Patrum.  Their  bottoms  are  fup- 
pofed  foul,  and  they  muft  go  into  dock  to  be  re- 
fitted. Every  man  who  has  ferved  in  an  affembly 
is  ineligible  for  two  years  after,  Juft  as  thefe  ma» 
giftrates  begin  to  learn  their  trade,  like  chimney- 
fweepers,  they  are  difqualified  for  exercifing  it, 
Superficial,  new,  petulant  acquifition,  and  inter «> 
rupted,  dronifh,  broken,  ill  recollection,  is  to  be 
the  deftined  character  of  all  your  future  gover- 
nors. Your  conftitution  has  too  much  of  jealoufy  to 
have  much  of  fenfe  in  it,  You  confider  the  breach 
of  truft  in  the  reprefentative  fo  principally,  that 
you  do  not  at  all  regard  the  queftion  of  his  fitnefs 
to  execute  it. 

This  purgatory  interval  is  no.t  unfavourable  to 
C  c  3  a  faithlefs 
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a  faithlefs  reprefentative,  who  may  be  as  good  a 
canvaffer  as  he  was  a  bad  governor.  In  this  time 
he  may  cabal  himfelf  into  a  fuperiority  over  the 
wifeft  and  moft  virtuous.  As,  in  the  end,  all  the 
members  of  this  elective  conftitution  are  equally 
fugitive,  and  exift  only  for  the  election,  they  may 
be  no  longer  the  fame  perfons  who  had  chofen 
him,  to  whom  he  is  to  be  refponfible  when  he  fo- 
licits  for  a  renewal  of  his  truft.  To  call  all  the  £e- 
condary  electors  of  the  Commune  to  account,  is  ri-. 
diculous,  impracticable,  and  unjuft ;  they  may 
themfelves  have  been  deceived  in  their  choice,  as 
the  third  fet  of  electors,  thofe  of  the  Department 9 
may  be  in  theirs.  In  your  elections  refponfibility 
cannot  exift. 

Finding  no  fort  of  principle  of  coherence  with 
each  other  in  the  nature  and  conftitution  of  the 
feveral  new  republicks  of  France,  I  confidered  what 
cement  the  legiflators  had  provided  for  them  from 
any  extraneous  materials.  Their  confederations, 
their  fpeffacles,  their  civick  feafts,  and  their  enthu- 
fiafm,  I  take  no  notice  of;  they  are  nothing  but 
mere  tricks ;  but  tracing  their  policy  through 
their  actions,  I  think  I  can  diftinguifti  the  arrange- 
ments by  which  they  propofe  to  hold  thefe  repub- 
licks together.  The  firft,  is  the  confifcation^  with 
the  compulfory  paper  currency  annexed  to  it ;  the 
fecond,  is  the  fupreme  power  of  the  city  of  Paris ; 

the 
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t|he  third,  is  the  general  army  of  the  ftate.  Of 
this  laft  I  fhall  referve  what  I  haye  to  fay,  until  I 
come  to  conlider  the  army  as  an  head  by  itfelf. 

As  to  the  operation  of  the  firft  (the  confifcation 
and  paper  currency)  merely  as  a  cement,  I  cannot 
deny  that  thefe,  the  one  depending  on  the  other, 
may  for  fome  time  compofe  fome  fort  of  cement, 
if  their  madnefs  and  folly  in  the  management, 
and  in  the  tempering  of  the  parts  together,  does 
not  produce  a  repullion  in  the  very  outfet.  But 
allowing  to  the  fcheme  fome  coherence  and  fome 
duration,  it  appears  to  me,  that  if,  after  a  while, 
the  coniifcaxion  ihould  not  be  found  fuilicient  to 
jQipport  the  paper  coinage  (as  I  am  morally  certain 
it  will  not)  then,  inftead  of  cementing,  it  will  adcj. 
infinitely  to  the  diffociation,  diftraclion,  and  confix 
iion  qf  theie  confederate  republicks,  both  with  re- 
lation to  eacfy  other,  and  to  the  feveral  parts  with- 
in themfelves.  Byt  if  the  confifcation  fhould  fo 
far  fucceed  as  to  fmk  the  paper  currency,  the  ce- 
ment is  gone  with  the  circulation.  In  the  mean 
time  its  binding  force  will  be  very  uncertain,  and 
it  will  ftraiten  or  relax  with  every  variation  in 
the  credit  of  the  paper. 

One  thing  only  is  certain  in  this  fcheme,  which 
is  an  effect  feemingly  collateral,  but  direct,  I  have 
no  doubt,  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  conduct  this 
bufinefs,  that  is,  its  effect  in  producing  an  Qligar- 

in  every  one  of  the  republicks.     A  paper  cir- 
C  c  4  culation, 
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culation,  not  founded  on  any  real  money  deposited 
or  engaged  for,  amounting  already  to  four-and- 
forty  millions  of  Englifti  money,  and  this  currency 
by  force  fubftitu  ted  in  the  place  of  the  coin  of  the 
kingdom,  becoming  thereby  the  fujbftance  of  its 
revenue,  as  well  as  the  medium  of  all  its  commer- 
cial and  civil  intercourfe,  muft  put  the  whole  of 
what  power,  authority^  and  influence  is  left,  in 
any  form  whatfoever  it  may  affume,  into  the  hands 
of  the  managers  and  conductors  of  this  circula- 
tion. 

In  England  we  feel  the  influence  cf  the  bank  j 
though  it  is  only  the  center  of  a  voluntary  dealing. 
He  knows  little  indeed  of  the  influence  of  money 
upon  mankind,  who  does  not  fee  the  force  of  the 
management  of  a  monied  concern,  which  is  fo 
much  more  extenfive,  and  in  its  nature  fo  much 
more  depending  on  the  managers  than  any  of 
ours.  But  this  is  not  merely  a  money  comcern. 
There,  is  another  member  in  the  fyftem  infeparably 
connected  with  this  money  management.  It  con- 
fifts  in  the  means  of  drawing  out  at  difcretion 
portions  of  the  confifcated  lands  for  fale  ;  and  car- 
rying on  a  procefs  of  continual  tranfmutation  of 
paper  into  land,  and  land  into  paper.  When  we 
follow  this  procefs  in  its  effects,  we  may  conceive 
fomething  of  the  intenfity  of  the  force  with  which 
this  fyftem  muft  operate.  By  this  means  the  ipiri.t 
of  money -jobbing  and  fpeculation  goes'  into  the 

mafk 
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mafs  of  land  itfelf,  and  incorporates  with  it.  By 
this  kind  of  operation,  that  Jfpecies  of  property  be- 
comes (as  it  were)  volatilized  j  it  affumes  an  unr 
natural  and  monftrous  activity,  and  thereby  thrqws 
into  the  hands  of  the  feyeral  managers,  principal 
and  fubordinate,  Parifian  and  provincial,  all  the  re- 
prefentative  of  money,  and  perhaps  a  full  tenth  part 
of  all  the  land  in  France,  which  has  now  acquired 
the  worft  and  moft  pernicious  part  of  the  evil  of 
a  paper  circulation,  the  greateft  poffible  uncer- 
tainty in  its  value.  They  have  reverfed  the  Lato- 
nian  kindnefs  to  the  landed  property  of  Delos. 
They  have  fent  theirs  to  be  blown  about,  like  the 
light  fragments  of  a  wreck,  oras  et  littora  circum. 

The  new  dealers  being  all  habitually  adventu- 
rers, and  without  any  fixed  habits  or  local  predilec- 
tions, will  purchafe  to  job  out  again,  as  the  mar- 
ket of  paper,  or  of  money,  or  of  land  mall  pre- 
fent  an  advantage.  For  though  an  holy  bimop 
thinks  that  agriculture  will  derive  great  advan- 
tages from  the  "  enlightened"  ufurers  who  are  to 
purchafe  the  church  confifcations,  I,  who  am  not 
a  good,  but  an  old  farmer,  with  great  humility 
beg  leave  to  tell  his  late  lordmip,  that  ufury  is  not 
tutor  of  agriculture ;  and  if  the  word  "  enlight- 
"  ened"  be  underftood  according  to  the  new  dic- 
tionary, as  it  always  is  in  your  new  fchools,  I  can- 
not conceive  how  a  man's  not  believing  in  God 
teach  him  to  cultivate  the  earth  with  the  leaft 

of 
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pf  any  additional  fkill  or  encouragement.  "  Diisf 
"  immortalibus  fero,"  faid  an  old  Roman,  when, 
he  held  one  handle  of  the  plough,  whijil  Death 
held  the  other.  Though  you  were  to  join  in  the 
commiffion  nil  the  directors  of  the  two  academies 
to  the  directors  of  the  CalJJe  d'Efcompte,  one  old 
experienced  peafant  is  worth  them  all.  I  have 
got  more  infprmation,  upon  a  curious  and  inte- 
refting  branch  of  hufbandry,  in  one  ihort  conver- 
fation  with  a  Carthufian  monk,  than  I  have  de* 
rived  from  all  the  Bank  directors  that  J  have  ever 
converfed  with.  However,  there  is  no  caufe  for 
apprehenfion  from  the  meddling  of  money-dealers 
with  rural  ceconqmy.  Thefij  gentlemen  are  too 
wife  in  their  generation.  At  firft,  perhaps,  their 
tender  and  fufceptible  imaginations  may  be  capti* 
vated  with  the  innocent  and  unprofitable  delights 
pf  a  paftoral  life  ;  but  in  a  little  time  they  will  find 
that  agriculture  is  a  trade  much  more  laborious,  and 
much  lefs  lucrative  than  that  which  they  had  left, 
After  making  its  panegyrick,  they  will  turn  their 
backs  on  it  like  their  great  precurfor  and  proto- 
type. They  may,  like  him,  begin  by 
"  Beatus  Hie"  —  but  what  will  be  the  end  ? 


ubi  locutus  fanerator 
yam  jam  futurus  ruftlcus 
Omnem  rzlcgit  idibus  pecuniam, 
Ou&rit  calcndls  pontrc. 

1'he.y 
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They  will  cultivate  the  Caijfe  d'Eglife,  under  the 
facred  aufpices  of  this  prelate,  with  much  mpre. 
profit  than  its  vineyards  or  its  corn-fields.  They 
will  employ  their  talents  according  to  their  habits; 
and  their  interefts.  They  will  not  follow  the 
plough  whilft  they  can  direct  treasuries,  and  go- 
vern provinces. 

Your  legiflatprs,  in  every  thing  new,  are  the 
very  ftrft  who  have  founded  a  commonwealth 
upon  gaming,  and  infufed  this  fpirit  into  it  as  its 
vital  breath.  The  great  object  in  thefe  politicks  is 
to  metamorphofe  France,  from  a  great  kingdom 
into  one  great  play-table  ;  to  turn  its  inhabitants 
into  a  nation  of  gamefters  ;  to  make  Speculation 
as  extenfiye  as  life ;  to  mix  it  with  all  its  con- 
cerns ;  and  to  divert  the  whole  of  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  the  people  from  their  ufual  channels,  into 
the  impulfes,  paffions,  and  fuperflitions  of  thofe 
who  live  on  chances.  They  loudly  proclaim  their 
opinion,  that  this  their  prefent  fyftem  of  a  repubr 
lick  cannot  pofiibly  exift  without  this  kind  of 
gaming  fund  ;  and  that  the  very  thread  of  its  life 
is  fpun  out  of  the  ftaple  of  thefe  fpeculations.  The 
old  gaming  in  funds  was  mifchievous  enough  un- 
doubtedly ;  but  it  was  fo  only  to  individuals. 
Even  when  it  had  its  greateft  extent,  in  the  MiiTif- 
fippi  and  South  Sea,  it  affected  but  few,  compa- 
ratively; where  it  extends  further,  as  in  lotteries, 
the  fpirit  has  but  a  fingle  object.  But  where  the 

law, 
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law,  which  in  moft  circumftances  forbids,  and  in 
none  countenances  gaming,  is  itfelf  debauched,  fo 
as  to  reverfe  its  nature  and  policy,  and  exprefsly 
to  force  the  fubject  to  this  deftru&ive  table,  by 
bringing  the  fpirit  and  fymbols  of  gaming  into 
the  minuteft  matters,  and  engaging  every  body  in 
it,  and  in  every  thing,  a  more  dreadful  epidemick 
diftemper  of'  that  kind  is  fpread  than  yet  has  ap- 
peared in  the  world.  With  you  a  man  can  nei- 
ther earn  nor  buy  his  dinner,  without  a  {pecula- 
tion. What  he  receives  in  the  morning  will  not 
have  the  fame  value  at  night.  What  he  is  com- 
pelled to  take  as  pay  for  an  old  debt,  will  not  be 
received  as  the  fame  when  he  comes  to  pay  a  debt 
contracted  by  himfelf ;  nor  will  it  be  the  fame 
when  by  prompt  payment  he  would  avoid  con- 
tracting any  debt  at  all.  Induftry  muft  wither 
away.  (Economy  mufl  be  driven  from  your 
country.  Careful  provifion  will  have  no  exift- 
cnce.  Who  will  labour  without  knowing  the 
amount  of  his  pay  ?  Who  will  ftudy  to  encreafe 
what  none  can  eftimate  ?  Who  will  accumulate, 
when  he  does  not  know  the  value  of  what  he 
faves  ?  If  you  abftract  it  from  its  ufes  in  gaming  ^ 
to  accumulate  your  paper  wealth,  would  be  not 
the  providence  of  a  man,  but  the  diftempered  in-; 
ftinct  of  a  jackdaw. 

The  truly  melancholy  part  of  the  policy  of  fyf-. 
tematically  making  a  nation  of  gamefters  is  this  ; 

that 
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that  though  all  are  forced  to  play,  few  can  under* 
iland  the  game  ;  and  fewer  ftill  are  in  a  condition 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  knowledge.  The  many 
muft  be  the  dupes  of  the  few  who  conduct  the 
machine  of  thefe  fpeculations.  What  effect  it 
muft  have  on  the  country-people  is  vifible.  The 
townfmari  can  calculate  from  day  to  day :  not  fo 
the  inhabitant  of  the  country.  When  the  peafant 
lirft  brings  his  corn  to  market,  the  magiftrate  in 
the  towns  obliges  him  to  take  the  afiignat  at  par; 
when  he  goes  to  the  {hop  with  this  money,  he 
finds  it  feven  per  cent*  the  worfe  for  cr  offing  the 
way.  This  market  he  will  riot  readily  refort  to 
again.  The  towns-people  will  be  inflamed!  they 
will  force  the  country-people  to  bring  .their  corn. 
Hefiftance  will  begin,  and  the  murders  of  Pans 
and  St.  Dennis  may  be  renewed  through  all  France* 
What  fignifies  the  empty  compliment  paid  to 
the  country  by  giving  it  perhaps  more  than  its 
mare  in  the  theory  of  your  reprefentation  ?  Where 
have  you  placed  the  real  power  ove*  monied  and 
knded  circulation  ?  Where  have  you  placed  the 
means  of  railing  and  falling  the  value  of  every 
man's  freehold  ?  Thofe  whofe  operations  can  take 
from,  or  add  ten  per  cent,  to,  the  pofleffions  of 
every  man  in  France,  muft  be  the  mafters  of  every 
man  in  France.  The  whole  of  the  power  obtained 
by  this  revolution  will  fettle  in  the  towns  among 
the  burghers,  and  the  monied, directors  who  lead 

them. 
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them.     The  landed  gentleman,  the  yeoman,  and 
the  peafant  have,  none  of  them,  habits,  or  inclina- 
tions, or  experience,  which  can  lead  them  to  any 
fhare  in  this  the  fole  fource  of  power  and  influ- 
ence now  left  in  France.     The  very  nature  of  a 
country  life,  the  very  nature  of  landed  property, 
in  all  the  occupations,  and  all  the  pleafiires  they 
afford,  render  combination  and  arrangement  (the 
fole  way  of  procuring  and  exerting  influence)  in 
a   manner    impoflible    amongft    country-people. 
Combine  {hem  by  all  the  art  you  can,  and  all  the 
induftry,  they  are  always-diffolving  into  individu- 
ality.    Any  thing  in  the  nature  of  incorporation 
is   almoft   impracticable  amongft  them.      Hope, 
fear,   alarm,  jealoufy,  the  ephemerous  tale  that 
does  its  bufmefs  and  dies  in  a  day,  all  thefe  things, 
which  are  the  reins  and  fpurs  by  which  leaders 
check  or  urge  the  minds  of  followers,  are  not 
ealily  employed,  or  hardly  at  all,  amongft  fcattered 
people.     They  affemble,  they  arm,  they  acl  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty,  and  at  the  greateft  charge. 
Tneir  efforts,  if  ever  they  can   be  commenced, 
cannot  be  fuftained.      They  cannot  proceed  fyfte- 
matically.      If  the  country  gentlemen  attempt  an 
influence  through  the  mere  income  of  their  pro- 
perty, what  is  it  to  that  of  thofe  who  have  ten 
times  their  income  to  fell,  and  who  can  ruin  their 
property  by  bringing  their  plunder  to  meet  it  at 
market.     If  the  landed  man  wiihes  to  mortgage, 

he 
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lie  foils  the  value  of  his  land,  and  raifes  the  value 
of  affignats.  He  augments  the  power  of  his  enemy 
by  the  very  means  he  muft  take  to  contend  with 
him.  The  countrf  gentleman  therefore,  the  of- 
ficer by  fea  and  land,  the  man  of  liberal  views  and 
habits,  attached  to  no  profeffioti,  will  be  as  com- 
pletely excluded  from  the  government  of  his 
country  as  if  he  were  legiflatively  profcribed.  It 
is  obvious,  that  in  the  towns,  all  the  things  which 
confpire  againft  the  country  gentleman,  combine 
in  favour  of  the  money  manager  and  director.  In 
towns  combination  is  natural.  The  habits  of 
burghers,  their  occupations,  their  diverfioh,  their 
bufinefs, their  idlenefs,  continually  bring  them  into 
mutual  contact.  Their  virtues  arid  their  vices  are 
fociable;  they  are  always  in  garrifon  ;  and  they 
come  embodied  and- half  difciplined  into  the  hands 
of  thofe  who  meaiS  to  farm  them  for  civil  or  mili- 
tary action. 

All  thefe  confiderations  leave  no  doubt  on  my 
mind,  that  if  this  monfter  of  a  conftitution  can 
continue,  France  will  be  wholly  governed  by  the 
agitators  in  corporations,  by  focieties  in  the  towns 
formed  of  directors  of  affignats,  and  truftees  for 
the  fale  of  church  lands,  attornies,  agents,  money 
jobbers,  fpeculators,  and  adventurers,  competing 
an  ignoble  oligarchy  founded  on  the  deftructiori 
of  the  crown,  the  church,  the  nobility,  and  the 
people.  Here  end  all  the  deceitful  dreams  and 
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vifions  of  the  equality  and  rights  of  men.  In 
"  the  Serbonian  bog"  of  this  bafe  oligarchy  they 
are  all  abforbed,  funk4  and  loft  for  ever. 

Though  human  eyes  cannot  trace  them,  one 
would  be  tempted  to  think  fome  great  offences  in 
France  muft  cry  to  heaven,  which  has  thought  fit 
to  punifti  it  with  a  fubjeclion  to  a  vile  and  inglo- 
rious domination,  in  which  no  comfort  or  com- 
penfation  is  to  be  found  in  any,  evefi  of  thofe  falfc 
fplendours,  which,  playing  about  other  tyrannies, 
prevent  mankind  from  feeling  themfelves  difho- 
noured  even  whilil  they  are  oppreffed.  I  muft 
confefs  I  am  touched  with  a  fdrrbWj  mixed  with 
fome  indignation,  at  the  conduct  of  a  few  men$ 
once  of  great  rank,  and  ftill  of  great  character^ 
who,  deluded  with  fpecious  names,  have  engaged 
in  a  bufinefs  too  deep  for  the  line  of  their  under- 
ftanding  to  fathom  j  who  have  lent  their  fair  re- 
putation, and  the  authority  df  their  high-found- 
ing names,  to  the  defigns  of  men  with  whom  they 
could  not  be  acquainted  j  and  have  thereby  made 
their  very  virtues  operate  to  the  ruin  of  their 
country. 

So  far  as  to  the  firft  cementing  principle. 

The  fecond  material  of  cement  for  their  new 

.republick  is  the  fuperiority  of  the  city  of  Paris  ; 

and  this  I  admit  is  ftrongly  connected  with  the 

fcther  cementing  principle  of  paper  circulation  and 

coaiifcation.     It  is  in  this  part  of  the  project  we 

muft 
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ft  look  for  the  caufe  of  the  deftruction  of  all  the 
old  bounds  of  provinces  and  jurifdictions,  ecclefi- 
^ftical  and  fecular,  and  the  diffolution  of  all  antient 
•combinations  of  things,  as  well  as  the  formation 
t)f  fo  many  fmall  unconnected  republicks.  The 
power  of  the  city  of  Paris  is  evidently  one  great 
fpring  of  all  their  politicks.  It  is  through  the 
powef  of  Paris,  now  become  the  center  and  focus 
of  jobbing,  that  the  leaders  of  this  faction  direct, 
or  rather  command,  the  whole  legiflative  and  the 
whole  executive  government.  Every  thing  there* 
fore  muft  be  done  which  can  confirm  the  autho- 
rity of  that  city  over  the  other  republicks.  Paris 
is  compact ;  flie  has  an  enormous  ftrength,  wholly 
difproportioned  to  the  force  of  any  of  the  fquare 
republicks ;  and  this  ftrength  is  collected  and  con* 
denfed  within  a  narrow  compafs.  Paris  has  a  na- 
tural and  eafy  connexion  of  its  parts,  which  will 
not  be  affected  by  any  fcheme  of  a  geometrical 
conftitulion,  nor  does  it  much  fignify  whether  its 
proportion  of  reprefentation  be  more  or  lefs,  fince 
it  has  the  whole  draft  of  fifties  in  its  drag-net. 
The  other  diviiions  of  the  kingdom  being  hackled 
and  torn  to  pieces,  and  feparated  from  all  their 
habitual  means,  and  even  principles  of  union, 
'cannot,  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  confederate  againft 
her.  Nothing  was  to  be  left  in  all  the  fubordinate 
members,  but  weaknefs,  difconnexion,  and  con- 
tra fion>  To  confirm  this  part  of  the  plan,  the  a{- 
VOJL.  V,  D  d  femblf 
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fembly  has  lately  come  to  a  refolution,  that  n<? 
two  of  their  republicks  lhall  have  the  fame  com- 
mander in  chief. 

To  a  perfon  who  takes  a  view  of  the  whole, 
the  llrength  of  Paris  thus  formed,  will  appear  a 
fyftem  of  general  weaknefs.  It  is  boafted,  that  the 
geometrical  policy  has  been  adopted,  that  all  local 
ideas  mould  be  funk,  and  that  the  people  mould 
no  longer  be  Gafcons,  Picards,  Bretons,  Normans, 
•-.but  Frenchmen,  with  one  country,  one  heart,  and 
one  aflembly.  But  inftead  of  being  all  French-1 
men,  the  greater  likelihood  is,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  that  region  will  fhortly  have  no  country*  No 
man  ever  was  attached  by  a  fenfe  of  pride,  partia- 
lity, or  real  affection,  to  a  defcription  of  fquare 
measurement.  He  never  will  glory  in  belonging 
to  the  Checquer,  N°  71,  or  to  any  other  badge- 
ticket.  We  begin  our  publick  affections  in  our  fa- 
milies. No  cold  relation  is  a:  zealous  citizen.  We 
pafs  on  to  our  neighbourhoods,  and  our  habitual 
provincial  connexions.  Thefe  are  inns  and  refting 
places.  Such  divifions  of  our  country  as  have  been 
formed  by  habit,  and  not  by  a  fudden  jerk  of  au- 
thority, were  fo  many  little  images  of  the  great 
country  in  which  the  heart  found  fomething 
which  it  could  fill.  The  love  to  the  whole  is  not 
extinguifhed  by  this  fubordinate  partiality.  •  Per- 
haps it  is  a  iort  of  elemental  training  to  thofe 
•higher  and  more  large  regards,  by  which  alone 

men 
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•men  come  to  be  affected,  as  with  their  own  con- 
cern, in  the  profperity  of  a  kingdom  fo  extenfive 
as  that  of  France.  In  that  general  territory  itfelf, 
as  in  the  old  name  of  provinces,  the  citizens  are 
interefted  from  old  prejudices  and  unreafoned  ha- 
bits, and  not  on  account  of  the  geometrick  pro* 
perties  of  its  figure.  The  power  and  pre-eminence 
of  Paris  does  certainly  prefs  down  and  hold  thefe 
republicks  together  as  long  as  it  lafts.  But,  for 
the  reafons  I  have  already  given  you,  I  think  it 
cannot  laft  very  long. 

Faffing  from  the  civil  creating,  and  the  civil  ce*- 
fnenting  principles  of  this  conftitution,  to  the  na*. 
tional  affembly,  which  is  to  appear  and  act  as  fo* 
vereign,  we  fee  a  body  in  its  conftitution  with 
every  poffible  power,  and  no  poffible  external  con- 
troul.  We  fee  a  body  without  fundamental  laws, 
without  eftablilhed  maxims,  without  refpecled 
rules  of  proceeding,  which  nothing  can  keep  firm 
to  any  fyftem  whatfoever.  Their  idea  of  theif 
powers  is  always  taken  at  the  utmoft  ftretch  of 
legiflative  competency,  and  their  examples  for 
common  cafes,  from  the  exceptions  of  the  moft 
urgent  neceflity.  The  future  is  to  be  in  moft  re- 
fpeclslike  the  prefent  affembly;  but,  by  the  mode 
of  the  new  elections  and  the  tendency  of  the  new 
circulations,  it  will  be  purged  of  the  fmali  degree 
of  internal  controul  exifting  in  a  minority  chofen 
originally  from  various  iaterefts,  and  preferving 
D  d  2  fo,mething 
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fomething  of  their  fpirit.  If  poflible,  the  next  atf- 
fembly  muft  be  worfe  than  the  prefent.  The  pre- 
fent,  by  deftroying  and  altering  every  thing,  \viil 
leave  to  their  fucceffors  apparently  nothing  popu- 
lar to  do.  They  will  be  roufed  by  emulation  and 
example  to  enterprifcs  the  boldeft  and  the  moil 
abfurd.  To  fcDofe  fuch  an  affembly  fitting  in 
perfect  quietude  is  ridiculous. 

Your  all-fufficient  legiflators,  in  their  hurry  to 
do  every  thing  at  once,  have  forgot  one  thing  that 
feems  eflential,  and  which,  I  believe,  never  has 
been  before,  in  the  theory  or  the  practice,  omitted 
by  any  projector  of  a  republick.  They  have  for- 
got to  conititnte  a  fenate,  or  fomething  of  that  na- 
ture and  character.  Never,  before  this  time,  was 
heard  of  a  body  politick  compofed  of  one  legifla- 
tive  and  active  affembly,  and  its  executive  officers, 
without  fuch  a  council  -r  without  fomething  to 
which  foreign  ftates  might  connect  themfelves ; 
fomething  to  which,  in  the  ordinary  detail  of  go- 
vernment, the  people  could  look  up  ;  fomething' 
which  might  give  a  bias  and  fteadinefs,  and  pre- 
fcrve  fomething  like  confiitency  in  the  proceedings 
o£  ftate.  Such  a  body  kings  generally  have  as 
a,  council.  A  monarchy  may  exift  without  it ;  but 
it  feems  to  be  in  the  very  effence  of  a  republican 
government.  It  holds  a  fort  of  middle  place  be- 
tween the  iupreme  power  exercifed  by  the  peo- 
ple, or  immediately  delegated  from  them,  and 

the 
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the  mere  executive.  Of  this  there  are  no  traces 
in  your  conftitution  ;  and  in  providing  nothing  of 
this  kind,  your  Solons  and  Numas  have,  as  much 
as  in  any  thing  elfe,  difcovered  a  fovereign  inca- 
pacity. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  what  they  have 
done  towards  the  formation  of  an  executive 
power.  For  this  they  have  chofen  a  degraded 
king.  This  their  firft  executive  officer  is  to  be  a 
machine,  without  any  fort  of  deliberative  difcre- 
tion  in  any  one  act  of  his  function.  At  beft  he 
is  but  a  channel  to  convey  to  the  national  afiembly 
fuch  matter  as  may  import  that  body  to  know.  If 
be  had  been  made  the  exclufive  channel,  the  power 
would  not  have  been  without  its  importance  j 
though  infinitely  perilous  to  thofe  who  would 
fhoofe  to  exercife  it.  But  publick  intelligence 
and  ih  tement  of  facts  may  pafs  to  the  afiembly, 
with  equal  authenticity,  through  any  other  con- 
veyance. As  to  the  means,  therefore,  of  giving 
a  direction  to  meafures  by  the  ftatement  of  an  au- 
thorized reporter,  this  office  of  intelligence  is  as 
nothing. 

To  confider  the  French  fcheme  of  an  executive 
officer  in  its  two  natural  divilions  of  civil  and  po- 
litical— In  the  firft  it  muft  be  obferved,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  new  conftitution,  the  higher  parts 
of  judicature,  in  either  of  its  lines,  are  not  in  the 
king.  The  king  of  France  is  not  the  fountain  of 
D  d  3  juftice. 
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juftice.  The  judges,  neither  the  original  nor  the 
appellate,  are  of  his  nomination.  He  neither  pro* 
pofes  the  candidates,  nor  has  a  negative  on  the 
choice.  He  is  not  even  the  publick  profecutor. 
He  ferves  only  as  a  notary  to  authenticate  the 
choice  made  of  the  judges  in  the  feveral  diftricts. 
By  his  officers  he  is  to  execute  their  fentence. 
When  we  look  into  the  true  nature  of  his. autho- 
rity, he  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  chief 
of  bumbailiffs,  ferjeants  at  mace,  catchpoles,  jailers, 
and  hangmen,  It  is  impoffible  to  place  any  thing 
called  royalty  in  a  more  degrading  point  of  view, 
A  thoufand,  times  better  it  had  been  for  the  dignity 
of  this  unhappy  prince,  that  he  had  nothing  at  all 
to  do  with  the  axhninillratiqn  of  juftice,  deprived 
as  he  is  of  all  that  is  venerable,  and  all  that  is  con- 
folatory  in  that  function,  without  power  of  origi- 
nating any  procefs ;  without  a  power  of  ffufpen- 
fion,  mitigation,  or  pardon.  Every  thing  in  juf* 
tice  that  is  vile  and  odious  is  thrown  upon  him. 
It  was  not  for  nothing  that  the  aflembly  has  been 
at  fuch  pains  to  remove  the  ftigma  from  certain 
offices,  when  they  were  refolved  to  place  the  per- 
fon  who  lately  had  been  their  king  in  a  iituation 
but  one  degree  above  the.  executioner,  and  in  an 
office  nearly  of  the  fame  quality.  It  is  not  in  na- 
ture, that  iituated  as  the  king  of  the  French  now 
is,  lie  can  refpect  himfelf,  or  cani  be  relpecled  by 
others. 

View 
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View  this  new  executive  officer  on  the  fide  of 
his  political  capacity,  as  he  acts  under  the  orders 
of  the  national  affembly.     To  execute  laws  is  $ 
royal  office ;  to  execute  orders  is  not  to  be  a  king. 
However,  a  political  executive  magiftracy,  though 
merely  fuch,  is  a  great  truft.     It  is  a  truft  indeed 
that  has  much  depending  upon  its  faithful  and  di- 
ligent performance,  both  in  the  perfon  prefiding  in 
it  and  in  all  his  fubordinates.     Means  of  perform- 
ing this  duty  ought  to  be  given  by  regulation ; 
and  diipoiitions  towards  it  ought  to  be  infufed  by 
the  circumftances  attendant  on  the  truft.  It  ought 
to  be  environed  with  dignity,  authority,  and  con- 
iideration,  and  it  ought  to  lead  to  glory.     The  of- 
fice of  execution  is  an  office  of  exertion.     It  is  not 
from  impotence  we  are  to  expect  the   talks  of 
power.     What  fort  of  perfon  is  a  king  to  com- 
mand executory  fervice,  who  has  no  means  what- 
ibever  to  reward  it  ?  Not  in  a  permanent  office ; 
not  in  a  grant  of  land ;  no,  not  in  a  penfion  of 
fifty  pounds  a  year  j  not  in  the  vaineft  and  moft 
trivial  title.     In  France  the  king  is  no  more  the 
fountain  of  honour  than  he  is  the  fountain  of  juf- 
tice.     All   rewards,  all  diftinctions  are  in  other 
hands.    Thole  who  ferve  the  king  can  be  actuated 
by  no  natural  motive  but  fear  ;  by  a  fear  of  every 
thing  except  their  mafter.     His  functions  of  inter- 
nal coercion  are  as  odious,  as  thofe  which  he  ex- 
tfcifes  in  the  department  of  juftice.     If  relief  is 
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to  be  given  to  any  municipality,  the  affembly  gives 
it.  If  troops  are  to  be  fent  to  reduce  them  to 
^bedience  to  the  aflembly,  the  king  is  to  execute 
the  order  ;  and  upon  every  occafion  he  is  to  be 
fpattered  over  with  the  blood  of  his  people.  He 
has  no  negative ;  yet  his  name  and  authority  is 
ufed  to  enforce  every  harlh  decree.  Nay,  he  muft 
concur  in  the  butchery  of  thofe  who  mail  attempt 
to  free  him  from  his  imprifonment,  or  mew  the 
ilighteft  attachment  to  his  perfon  or  to  his  antient 
authority.  • 

Executive  magiftracy  ought  to  be  conftituted  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  thofe  who  compofe  it  mould 
be  difpofed  to  love  and  to  venerate  thofe  whom 
they  are  bound  to  obey.  A  purpofed  neglect,  or» 
what  is  worfe,  a  literal  but  perverfe  and  malignant 
obedience,  muft  be  the  ruin  of  the  wifeft  counfels. 
In  vain  will  the  law  attempt  to  anticipate  or  to 
follow  fuch  ftudied  neglects  and  fraudulent  atten- 
tions. To  make  men  acl  zealoufly  is  not  in  the 
competence  of  law.  Kings,  even  fuch  as  are  truly 
kings,  may  and  ought  to  bear  the  freedom  of  fub- 
jects  that  are  obnoxious  to  them.  They  may  too, 
without  derogating  from  themfelves,  bear  even 
the  authority  of  fuch  perfons  if  it  promotes  their 
fervice,  Louis  the  Xlllth  mortally  hated  the  car- 
dinal de  Richelieu  ;  but  his  fupport  of  that  mini- 
fter  againft  his  rivals  was.  the  fource  of  all  the 
glory  of  his  reign,  and  the  folid  foundation  of 

his 


DEVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  409 

his  throne  itfelf.  Louis  the  XlVth,  when  come  to 
the  throne,  did  not  love  the  cardinal  Mazarin  ; 
fcut  for  his  interefts  he  preferved  him  in  power. 
When  old,  he  detefted  Louvois ;  but  for  years, 
whilft  he  faithfully  ferved  his  greatnefs,  he  en- 
dured his  perfon.  When  George  the  lid.  took 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  certainly  was  not  agreeable  to  him, 
into  his  councils,  he  did  nothing  which  could  hum- 
ble a  wife  fovereign.  But  thefe  minifters,  who 
were  chofen  by  affairs,  not  by  affeclions,  acted  in 
the  name  of,  and  in  truft  for,  kings ;  and  not  as 
their  avowed,  conftitutional,  and  oftenfible  maf- 
ters.  I  think  it  impoffible  that  any  king,  when  he 
has  recovered  his  firft  terrors,  can  cordially  infufe 
vivacity  and  vigour  into  meafures  which  he  knows 
to  be  dictated  by  thofe  who  he  muft  be  perfuaded 
are  in  the  higheft  degree  ill  affected  to  his  perfon. 
Will  any  minifters,  who  ferve  fuch  a  king  (or 
whatever  he  may  be  called)  with  but  a  decent  ap- 
pearance of  refpecl,  cordially  obey  the  orders  of 
thole  whom  but  the  other  day  in  his  name  they 
had  committed  to  the  Baftile  ?  will  they  obey  the 
orders  of  thofe  whom,  whilft  they  were  exercifing 
defpotick  juftice  upon  them,  they  conceived  they 
were  treating  with  lenity;  and  for  whom,  in  a 
prifon,  they  thought  they  had  provided  an  afy- 
lum  ?  If  you  expect  fuch  obedience,  amongft  your 
other  innovations  and  regenerations,  you  ought  to 
make  a  revolution  in  nature,  and  provide  a  new 

conftitution 
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conftitution  for  the  human  mind.  Otherwife, 
your  mpreme  government  cannot  harmonize  with 
its  executory  fyftem.  There  are  cafes  in  which 
we  cannot  take  up  with  names  and  abftraftiom. 
You  may  call  half  a  dozen  leading  individuals, 
whom  we  have  reaibn  to  fear  and  hate,  the  na- 
tion. It  makes  no  otlic"-  difference,  than  to  make 
us  fear  and  hate  them  the  more.  If  it  had  been 
thought  juiHfuible  and  expedient  to  make  fuch  a 
revolution  by  fuch  means,  and  through  fuch  per* 
fons,  as  you  have  made  yours,  it  would  have  been 
more  wife  to  have  completed  the  bufinefs  of  the 
fifth  and  lixth  of  October.  The  new  executive  of- 
ficer would  then  owe  his  fituation  to  thofe  who 
are  his  creators  as  well  as  his  mafters  j  and  he 
might  be  bound  in  intereft,  in  the  fociety  of  crime, 
and  (if  in  crimes  there  could  be  virtues)  in  gra- 
titude to  ferve  thofe  who  had  promoted  him  to  a 
place  of  great  lucre  and  great  fenfual  indulgence  ; 
and  of  fomething  more  :  for  more  he  muft  have 
received  from  thofe  who  certainly  would  not  have 
limited  an  aggrandized  creature,  as  they  have 
done  a  fubmitting  antagonift. 

A  king  circumftanced  as  the  prefent,  if  he  is 
totally  ftupified  by  his  misfortunes,  fo  as  to  think 
it  not  the  neceffity,  but  the  premium  and  privi- 
lege of  life,  to  eat  and  ileep,  without  any  regard 
to  glory,  never  can  be  fit  for  the  office.  If  he  feels 
as  men  commonly  feel,  he  muft  be  fenfible,  that 
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an.  office  fo  circumftanced  is  one  in  whidi  he  can 
obtain  no  fame  or  reputation.  He  has  no  gener- 
ous  intereft  that  can  excite  him  to  action.  At  beft, 
his  conduct  will  be  paffive  and  defenfive.  To  in- 
ferior people  fuch  an  office  might  be  matter  of 
honour.  But  to  be  raifed  to  it,  and  to  defcend  tq 
it,  are  different  things,  and  fuggeft  different  fen- 
timents.  Does  he  really  name  the  minifters  f 
They  will  have  a  fympathy  with  him.  Are  they 
forced  upon  him  ?  The  whole  bufinefs  between 
them  and  the  nominal  king  will  be  mutual  coun- 
teraction. In  all  other  countries,  the  office  of  mi- 
niflers  of  ftate  is  of  the  higheft  dignity.  In  France 
it  is  full  of  peril  and  incapable  of  glory.  Rivals 
however  they  will  have  in  their  nothingnefs, 
whilft  mallow  ambition  exifts  in  the  world,  or 
the  delire  of  a  miferable  falary  is  an  incentive  to 
fhort-fighted  avarice.  Thofe  competitors  of  the 
minifters  are  enabled  by  your  conftitution  to  at- 
tack them  in  their  vital  parts,  whilft  they  have  not 
the  means  of  repelling  their  charges  in  any  other 
than  the  degrading  character  of  culprits.  The  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate  in  France  are  the  only  perfons  in 
that  country  who  are  incapable  of  a  mare  in  the 
national  councils.  What  minifters !  What  coun- 
cils !  What  a  nation  ! — But  they  are  refponfible. 
It  is  a  poor  fervice  that  is  to  be  had  from  refpon- 
iibility.  The  elevation  of  mind,  to  be  derived 
from  fear,  will  never  make  a  nation  glorious.  Re- 
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fponfibility  prevents  crimes.  It  makes  ail  attempts 
3gainft  the  laws  dangerous.  But  for  a  principle 
of  active  and  zealous  fervice,  none  but  idiots  could 
think  of  it.  Is  the  conduct  of  a  war  to  be  trufted 
to  a  man  who  may  abhor  its  principle ;  who,  in 
every  ftcp  he  may  take  to  render  it  fuccefsful, 
confirms  the  power  oi'  thofe  by  whom  he  is  opr 
preffed  ?  Will  foreign  ftates  ierioufly  treat  with 
jhim  who  has  no  prerogative  of  peace  or  war ;  no, 
not  fo  much  as  in  a  tingle  vote  by  himfelf  or  his 
minifters,  or  by  any  one  whom  he  can  poflibly 
influence.  A  itate  of  contempt  is  not  a  ftate  for 
a  prince :  better  get  rid  of  him  at  once. 

I  know  it  will  be  faid,  that  theie  humours  in 
the  court  and  executive  government  will  continue 
only  through  this  generation ;  and  that  the  king 
has  been  brought  to  declare  the  dauphin  {hall  be 
educated  in  a  conformity  to .  his  iituation.  If  he 
is  made  to  conform  to  his  fituation,  he  will  have 
no  education  at  all.  His  training  muft  be  worfe 
even  than  that  of  an  arbitrary  monarch.  If  he 
reads, — whether  he  reads  or  not,  fome  good  or 
evil  genius  will  tell  him  his  anceftors  were  kings. 
Thenceforward  his  object  muft  be  to  affert  him- 
felf, and  to  avenge  his  parents.  This  you  will  fay 
is  not  his  duty.  That  may  be  ;  but  it  is  nature  j 
and  whilft  you  pique  nature  againft  you,  you  do 
unwifely  to  truft  to  duty.  In  this  futile  fcheme  of 
polity,  the  ftate  nurfcs  in  its  bofom,  for.  the  pre- 

fent, 
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tent,  a  fource  of  weaknefs,  perplexity,  counter-' 
sction,  inefficiency,  and  decay  ;  and  it  prepares  the 
means  of  its  final  ruin.  In  fhortj  I  fee  nothing  in 
the  executive  force  (I  cannot  call  it  authority) 
that  has  even  an  appearance  of  vigour,  or  that  has 
the  fmalleft  degree  of  juft  correfpondence  or  fym- 
metry,  or  amicable  relation,  with  the  fupreme 
power,  either  as  it  now  exifts,  or  as  it  is  planned 
for  the  future  government. 

You  have  fettled,  by  an  ceconomy  as  perverted 
as  the  policy,  two*  eftablifhments  of  government; 
one  real,  one  fictitious.  Both  maintained  at  a 
vaft  expence ;  but  the  fictitious  at,  I  think,  the 
greateft.  Such  a  machine  as  the  latter  is  not 
worth  the  greafe  of  its  wheels.  The  expence  is 
exorbitant  j  and  neither  the  fliew  nor  the  ufe  de- 
ferve  the  tenth  part  of  the  charge.  Oh!  but  I 
don't  do  juftice  to  the .  talents  of  the  legiflators. 
I  don't  allow,  as  I  ought  to  do,  for  neceiiity. 
Their  fcheme  of  executive  force  was  not  their 
choice,  This  pageant  muft  be  kept.  The  people 
would  not  confent  to  part  with  it.  Right;  I  un- 
derftand  you.  You  do,  in  fpite  of  your  grand 
theories,  to  which  you  would  have  heaven  and 
earth  to  bend,  you  do  know  how  to  conform 
yourfelves  to  the  nature  and  circumftances  of 
things.  But  when  you  were  obliged  to  conform 

*  In  reality  three,  to  reckon  the  provincial  republican  eftab- 
.., 
Jiftwnent?. 

thus 


414-  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE 

thus  far  to  circumftances,  you  ought  to  have  car* 
ried  your  fubmiflion  farther,  and  to  have  made 
what  you  were  obliged  to  take,  a  proper  inltru- 
ment,  and  ufeful  to  its  end.  That  was  in  your 
power.  For  inltance,  among  many  others,  it  was 
in  your  power  to  leave  to  your  king  the  right  of 
peace  and  war.  What !  to  leave  to  the  executive 
magitlrate  the  molt  dangerous  of  all  prerogatives  ? 
I  know  none  more  dangerous ;  nor  any  one  more 
rieceflary  to  be  fo  trufted;  I  do  not  fay  that  this 
prerogative  ought  to  be  trufted  to  your  king,  un- 
lefs  he  enjoyed  other  auxiliary  trufts  along  with 
it,  which  he  does  not  now  hold.  But,  if  he  did 
poflefs  them,  hazardous  as  they  are  undoubtedly, 
advantages  would  arife  from  fudi  a  conftitution, 
more  than  compenfating  the  riftuie.  There  is  no- 
other  way  of  keeping  the  feveral  potentates  of 
Europe  from  intriguing  diftinctly  and  perfonally 
with  the  members  of  your  affembly,  from  inter- 
meddling in  all  your  concerns,  and  fomenting,  in 
the  heart  of  your  country,  the  molt  pernicious  of 
all  factions  j  factions  in  the  interelt  and  under 
the  direction  of  foreign  powersv  From  that  worft 
of  evils,  thank  God,  we  are  ftill  free*  Your  fldll, 
if  you  had  any,  would  be  well  employed'  to  find 
ou-t  indirect  correctives  and  controuls  upon  this 
perilous  trult.  If  you  did  not  like  thofe  which  in 
England  we  have  chofen,your  leaders  might  have- 
exerted  their  abilities  in  contriving  better.  If  it 

were 
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were  necefiary  to  exemplify  the  coniequences  of 
iuch  an  executive  government  as  yours,  in  the 
management  of  great  affairs,  I  mould  refer  you 
to  the  late  reports  of  M.  de  Montmorin  to  the* 
national  aflembiy,  and  all  the  other  proceedings  re- 
lative to"  the  differences  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain.  It  would  be  treating  your  underftand- 
ing  with  difrefpecl:  to  point  them  out  to  you* 

I  hear  that  the  perfdns  who  are  called  minifters 
have  fignified  an  intention  of  refigning  their  places. 
I  am  rather  aftonimed  that  they  have  not  refigned 
long  fince.  Fof  the  univerfe  I  would  not  have 
ftood  in  the  fituation  in  which  they  have  been  for 
this  laft  twelvemonth.  They  wiftied  well,  I  take 
it  for  granted,  to  the  revolution.  Let  this  fact 
be  as  it  may,  they  could  not,  placed  as  they  were 
Upon  an  eminence,  though  an  eminence  of  humi- 
liation, but  be  the  firft  to  fee  collectively,  and  to 
feel  each  in  his  own  department,  the  evils  which 
have  been  produced  by  that  revolution.  In  every 
ftep  which  they  took,  or  forbore  to  take,  they 
muft  have  felt  the  degraded  lituation  of  their 
Country,  and  their  utter  incapacity  of  ferying  it. 
They  are  in  a  fpecies  of  fubordinate  fervitude,  in 
which  no  men  before  them  were  ever  feen.  With- 
out confidence  from  their  lover eign,  on  whom 
they  were  forced,  or  from  the  affembly  .who  forced 
them  upon  him,  all  the  noble  functions  of  their 
office  are  executed  by  committees  of  the  affembly, 

without 
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without  any  regard  whatfoever  to  their  perfonal> 
or  their  official  authority.  They  are  to  execute*, 
without  power ;  they  are  to  be  rcfponftbte,  with* 
out  difcretion ;  they  are  to  deliberate,  without 
choice.  In  their  puzzled  fituatiou,  under  two  fp» 
vereigns,  over  neither  of  whom  they  have  any  in- 
fluence, they  muft  act  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (in  ef- 
fect, whatever  they  may  intend)  fometimes  to  be- 
tray the  one,  fometimes  the  other,  and  always  to 
betray  themfelves*  Such  has  been  their  fituation ; 
fuch  muft  be  the  fituation  of  thofe  who  fucceed 
them.  I  have  much  refpecfc,  and  many  good 
wiflies,  for  Mn  Necken  I  am  obliged  to  him  for 
attentions*  I  thought  when  his  enemies  had  dri- 
ven him  from  Verfailles,  that  his  exile  was  a  fub* 
jecl:  of  moft  ferious  congratulation — -fed  multa  ur* 
bes  et  public  a  vota  vicerunt*  He  is  now  fitting  on 
the  ruins  of  the  finances,  and  of  the  monarchy  of 
France. 

A  great  deal  more  might  be  obferved  on  the 
ilrange  conftitution  of  the  executory  part  of  the 
new  government ;  but  fatigue  muft  give  bounds 
to  the  difcuflion  of  fubjecls,  which  in  themfelves 
Jhave  hardly  any  limits. 

As  little  genius  and  talent  am  I  able  to  perceivS 
in  the  plan  of  judicature  formed  by  the  national 
aHembly.  According  to  their  invariable  courfe^ 
the  framers  of  your  conftitution  have  begun  with 
the  utter  abolition  of  the  parliaments. .  Thefe  ve-. 

nerable 
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rierable  bodies,  like  the  reft  of  the  old  govern- 
ment, ftood  in  need  of  reform,  even  though  there 
fhould  be  no  change  made  in  the  monarchy.  They 
required  feveral  more  alterations  to  adapt  them 
to  the  fyftem  of  a  free  conftitution.  But  they  had 
particulars  in  their  conftitution,  and  thofe  not  a 
few,  which  deferved  approbation  from  the  wife. 
They  pofleiled  one  fundamental  excellence  ;  they 
were  independent.  The  moft  doubtful  circum- 
ftance  attendant  on  their  office,  that  of  its  being 
vendible,  contributed  however  to  this  indepen- 
dency of  character.  They  held  for  life.  Indeed 
they  may  be  faid  to  have  held  by  inheritance. 
Appointed  by  the  monarch,  they  were  conlidered 
as  nearly  out  of  his  power.  The  moft  determined 
exertions  of  that  authority  againft  them  only 
mewed  their  radical  independence.  They  com- 
pofed  permanent  bodies  politick,  conftituted  to 
refill  arbitrary  innovation  ;  and  from  that  corpo- 
rate conftitution,  and  from  moft  of  their  forms, 
they  were  well  calculated  to  afford  both  certainty 
and  ftability  to  the  laws.  They  had  been  a  fafe 
afylum  to  fecure  thefe  laws,  in  all  the  revolutions 
of  humour  and  opinion.  They  had  faved  that  fa- 
cred  depolit  of  the  country  during  the  reigns  of 
arbitrary  princes,  and  the  ftruggles  of  arbitrary 
factions.  They  kept  alive  the  memory  and  record 
of  the  conftitution.  They  were  the  great  fecurity 
VOL.  V.  E  e  to 
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to  private  property  ;  which  might  be  faicl  (whcft 
perfonal  liberty  had  no  exiftence)  to  be,  in  fact,  as 
well  guarded  in  France  as  in  any  other  country. 
Whatever  is  fupreme  in  a  ftate,  ought  to  have,  as 
much  as  poilible,  its  judicial  authority  fo  confti- 
tuted  as  not  only  not  to  depend  upon  it,  but  in 
fome  fort  to  balance  it.  It  ought  to  give  a  feeu- 
rity  to  its  juftice  againft  its  power.  It  ought  to 
make  its  judicature,  as  it  were,  fomething  exterior 
to  the  ftate. 

Theie  parliaments  had  furnimed,  not  the  beft. 
certainly,  but  fome  conliderable  corrective  to  the 
exceffes  and  vices  of  the  monarchy.  Such  an  in- 
dependent judicature  was  ten  times  more  necef- 
fary,  when  a  democracy  became  the  abfolute  power 
of  the  country.  In  that  conftitution,  elective, 
temporary,  local  judges,  fuch  as  you  have  con- 
trived, exercifing  their  dependent  functions  in  a 
narrow  fociety,  muft  be  the  worft  of  all  tribunals. 
In  them  it  will  be  vain  to  look  for  any  appearance 
of  juftice  towards  ftrangers,  towards  the  obnoxi- 
ous rich,  towards  the  minority  of  routed  parties, 
tpwards  all  thofe  who  in  the  election  have  fup- 
ported  unfuccefsful  candidates.  It  will  be  impof- 
fible  to  keep  the  new  tribunals  clear  of  the  word 
fpirit  of  faction.  AIL  contrivances  by  ballot,  we 
know  experimentally,  to  be  vain  and  childifli  to 
prevent  a  difcovery  of  inclinations.  Where  they 

iray 
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may  the  beft  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  concealment, 
they  anfwer  to  produce  fufpicion,  and  this  is  a  ftill 
more  mifchievous  caufe  of  partiality. 

If  the  parliaments  had  been  preferved,  inftead  of 
being  dilfolved  at  fo  ruinous  a  change  to  the  na- 
tion, they  might  have  ferved  in  this  new  com- 
monwealth, perhaps  not  precifely  the  fame  (I  do 
not  mean  an  exact  parallel)  but  near  the  fame  pur- 
pofes as  the  court  and  fenate  of  Areopagus  did  in 
Athens  >  that  is,  as  one  of  the  balances  and  cor- 
rectives to  the  evils  of  a  light  and  unjuft  demo- 
cracy. Every  one  knows,  that  this  tribunal  was 
the  great  ftay  of  that  ftate ;  every  one  knows 
with  what  care  it  was  upheld,  and  with  what  a 
religious  awe  it  was  confecrated.  The  parliaments 
were  not  wholly  free  from  faction,  I  admit ;  but 
this  evil  was  exterior  and  accidental,  and  not  fo 
much  the  vice  of  their  conftitution  itfelf,  as  it 
muft  be  in  your  new  contrivance  of  fexennial 
elective  judicatories.  Several  Englilh  commend 
the  abolition  of  the  old  tribunals,  as  fuppofing 
that  they  determined  every  thing  by  bribery  and 
corruption.  But  they  have  ftood  the  teft  of  mo- 
narchick  and  republican  fcrutiny.  The  court  was 
well  difpofed  to  prove  corruption  on  thofe  bodies 
when  they  were  diiTolved  in  1771. — Thofe  who 
have  again  diffolved  them  would  have  done  the 
fame  if  they  could — but  both  inquilitions  hav- 
ing failed,  I  conclude,  that  grofs  pecuniary  cor- 
E  e  2  ruption. 
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ruption  mud   have   been    rather    rare    amongft 
them. 

It  would  have  been  prudent,  along  with  the 
parliaments,  to  preferve  their  antient  power  of  re- 
giftering,  and  of  remonftrating  at  leaft,  upon  all 
the  decrees  of  the  national  affembly  as  they  did 
upon  thofe  which  palled  in  the  time  of  the  mo- 
narchy. It  would  be  a  means  of  fquaring  the  oc- 
calional  decrees  of  a  democracy  to  fome  principles 
of  general  jurifpruclence.  The  vice  of  the  antient 
democracies,  and  one  caufe  of  their  ruin,  was, 
that  they  ruled,  as  you  do,  by  occafional  decrees, 
pfephifmata.  This  practice  foon  broke  in  upon  the 
tenour  and  confiftency  of  the  laws  ;  it  abated  the 
refpecl  of  the  people  towards  them  ;  and  totally 
deftroyed  them  in  the  end. 

Your  vetting  the  power  of  remonftrance,  which, 
in  the  time  of  the  monarchy,  exifted  in  the  par- 
liament of  Paris,  in  your  principal  executive  of- 
ficer, whom,  in  fpite  of  common  fenfe,  you  perfe- 
vere  in  calling  king,  is  fhe  height  of  abfurdity. 
You  ought  never  to  fuffer  remonftrance  from 
him  who  is  to  execute.  This  is  to  underftand 
neither  council  nor  execution  ;  neither  authority 
nor  obedience.  The  perfon  whom  you  call  king, 
ought  not  to  have  this  power,  or  he  ought  to  have 
more. 

.  Your  prcfent  arrangement  is  ftrictly  judicial, 
loftead  of  imitating  your  monarchy,  and  ieating 

youu 
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your  judges  on  a  bench  of  independence,  your  ob- 
ject is  to  reduce  them  t  -0:  blind  obedience. 
As  you  have  changed  all  things,  y-  V,ive  invent- 
ed new  principles  of  order.  You  fir  ft  appoint 
judges,  who,  I  fuppofe,  are  to  determine  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  then  you  let  them  know,  that,  at 
fome  time  or  other,  you  intend  to  give  them  fome 
law  by  which  they  are  to  determine.  Any  ftudies 
which  they  have  made  (if  any  they  have  made) 
are  to  be  ufelefs  to  them.  But  to  fupply  thefe 
ftudies,  they  are  to  be  fworn  to  obey  all  the  rules, 
orders,  and  inftruftions,  which  from  time  to  time 
they  are  to  receive  from  the  national  aflembly. 
Thefe  if  they  fubmit  to,  they  leave  no  ground  of 
law  to  the  fubjecl:.  They  become  complete  and 
moft  dangerous  inftruments  in  the  hands  of  the 
governing  power,  which,  in  the  midft  of  a  caufe, 
or  on  the  profpecl  of  it,  may  wholly  change  the 
rule  of  decifion.  If  thefe  orders  of  the  national 
aflembly  come  to  be  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
people  who  locally  choofe  thofe  judges,  fuch  con- 
fufion  muft  happen  as  is  terrible  to  think  of.  For 
the  judges  owe  their  place  to  the  local  authority ; 
and  the  commands  they  are  fworn  to  obey  come 
from  thofe  who  have  no  mare  in  their  appoint- 
ment. In  the  mean  time  they  have  the  example 
of  the  court  of  Chatelet  to  encourage  and  guide 
them  in  the  exercife  of  their  functions.  That 
court  is  to  try  criminals  fent  to  ft  by  the  national 
E  e  3  aiTembly, 
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afiembly,  or  brought  before  it  by  other  courfes  of 
delation.  They  lit  under  a  guard,  to  fave  their 
own  lives.  They  know  not  by  what  law  they 
judge,  nor  under  what  authority  they  ad,  nor  by 
what  tenure  they  hold.  It  is  thought  that  they 
are  ibmetimes  obliged  to  condemn  at  peril  of  their 
lives.  This  is  not  perhaps  certain,  nor  can  it  be  af- 
certained ;  but  when  they  acquit,  we  know  they 
have  feen  the  perfons  whom  they  difcharge,  with 
perfect  impunity  to  the  actors,  hanged  at  the  door 
of  their  court. 

The  afiembly  indeed  promifes  that  they  will 
form  a  body  of  law,  which  fhall  be  Ihort,  limple, 
clear,  and  fo  forth.  That  is,  by  their  Ihort  laws, 
they  will  leave  much  to  the  difcretion  of  the 
judge  ;  whilft  they  have  exploded  the  authority 
of  all  the  learning  which  could  make  judicial  dif- 
cretion (a  thing  perilous  at  beft)  deferving  the  ap- 
pellation of  a  found  difcretion. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve,  that  the  adminiftrative 
bodies  are  carefully  exempted  from  the  jurifdiction 
of  thefe  new  tribunals.  That  is,  thofe  perfons  are 
exempted  from  the  power  of  the  laws,  who  ought 
to  be  the  moft  entirely  fubmitted  to  them.  Thofe 
who  execute  publick  pecuniary  trufts,  ought  of  all 
men  to  t>e  the  moft  ftri&ly  held  to  their  duty. 
One  would  have  thought  that  it  muft  have  been 
among  your  earlieft  cares,  if  you  did  not  mean 
that  thofe  adminiftrative  bodies  fliould  be  real  fo- 

vereign 
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vereign  independent  ftates,  to  form  an  awful  tribu- 
nal, like  your  late  parliaments,  or  like  our  king's- 
bencli,  where  all  corporate  officers  might  obtain 
protection  in  the  legal  exercife  of  their  functions, 
and  would  find  coercion  if  they  trefpaffed  againft 
their  legal  duty.  But  the  caufe  of  the  exemption 
is  plain.  Thele  adminiftrative  bodies  are  the  great 
inftruments  of  the  prefent  leaders  in  their  progrefs 
through  democracy  to  oligarchy.  They  muft  there- 
fore be  put  above  the  law.  It  will  be  faid,  that 
the  legal  tribunals  which  you  have  made  are  unfit 
to  coerce  them.  They  are  undoubtedly.  They 
are  unfit  for  any  rational  purpofe.  It  will  be  faid 
too,  that  the  adminiftrative  bodies  will  be  account- 
able to  the  general  affembly.  This  I  fear  is  talk- 
ing, without  much  confideration,  of  the  nature  of 
that  affembly  or  of  thefe  corporations.  However, 
to  be  fubject  to  the  pleafurc  of  that  affembly,  is 
not  to  be  fubject  to  law,  cither  for  protection  or 
for  conftraint. 

This  eftablimment  of  judges  as  yet  wants  fome- 
thing  to  its  completion.  It  is  to  be  crowned  by 
a  new  tribunal.  This  is  to  be  a  grand  ftate  judi- 
cature ;  and  it  is  to  judge  of  crimes  committed 
againft  the  nation,  that  is,  againft  the  power  of 
the  affembly.  It  feems  as  if  they  had  fomething 
in  their  view  of  the  nature  of  the  high  court  of 
juftice  erected  in  England  during  the  time  of  the 
great  usurpation.  As  they  have  not  yet  finifhed 
E  c  4  this 
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this  part  of  the  fchcme,  it  is  impoffible  to  form  a 
direct  judgment,  upon  it.  However,  if  great  care 
is  not  taken  to  form  it  in  a  fpirit  very  different 
from  that  which  has  guided  them  in  their  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  ftate.  offences,  this  tribunal, 
fubfervient  to  their  incmiiition,  the  committee  of  rc- 
yZ'<?/Yj6,.will  extinguifh  the  lafl  fparks  -of  liberty  in 
France,  and  fettle  the  inoft  dreadful  and  arbitrary 
tyranny  ever  known  in  any  nation.  If  they  \villi 
to  give  to  this  tribunal  any  appearance  of.  liberty 
and  juftice,  they  mufl  not  evoke  from,  or  fend  to 
it,  the  caufes  relative  to  their  own  members,  at 
their  pleafure.  They  muft  alfo  remove  the  feat 
of  that  tribunal  out  of  the  republick  of  Paris.* 

Has  more  wifdom  been  difplayed  in  the  confti- 
tution  of  your  army  than  what  is  difcoverable  in 
your  plan  of  judicature  ?  The  able  arrangement 
of  this  part  is  the  more  difficult,  and  requires  the 
greater  fkill  and  attention,  not  only  as  a  great  con- 
cern in  itfelf,  but  as  it  is  the  third  cementing  prin- 
ciple in  the  new  body  of  republicks,  which  you 
call  the  French  nation.  Truly  it  is  not  eafy  to 
divine  what  that  army  may  become  at  laft.  You 
have  voted  a  very  large  one,  and  on  good  appoint- 
ments, at  leaft  fully  equal  to  your  apparent  means 
of  payment.  But  what  is  the  principle  of  its  dif- 

*  For  further  elucidations  upon  the  fubje<fl  of  all  thefe  judi- 
catures and  of  the  committee  of  refearch,  fee  M.  de  Culonne's 
work. 

cipline  ? 
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cipluie?  or  whom  is  it  to  obey  ?  You  have  got 
the  wolf  by  the  ears,  and  I  \vifh  you  joy  of  the 
happy  pofition  in  which  you  have  chofeix.to  place 
yourfelves,  and  in  which  you  are  well  circum- 
ftanced  for  a  free  deliberation,  relatively  to  that 
army,  or  to  any  thing  clfe. 

The  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  war 
department  is  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin.  This  gentle- 
man, like  his  colleagues  in  adminiflration,  is  a  moft 
zealous  aflertor  of  the  revolution,  and  a  .{anguine 
admirer  of  the  new  conftitution,  which  originated 
in  that  event.  His  ftatement  of  facts,  relative  to 
the  military  of  France,  is  important,  not  only 
from  his  official  and  perfonal  authority,  but,  be- 
caufe  it  difplays  very  clearly  the  actual  condition 
of  the  army  in  France,  and  becaufe  it  throws  light 
on  the  principles  upon  which  the  affembly  pro. 
ceedsin-the  adminiftration  of  this  critical  object. 
It  may  enable  us  to  form  fome  judgment  how  far 
it  may  be  expedient  in  this  country  to  imitate  the 
martial  policy  of  France. 

M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  on  the  fourth  of  laft 
June,  comes  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  his 
department,  as  it  exifts  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
national  aftembly.  No  man  knows  it  fo  well ;  no 
man  caiTexprefs  it  better.  Addreffing  himfelf  to 
the  national  ailembly,  he  fays,  "  His  majefty  has 
"  thh  day  font  me  to  apprize  you  of  the  multiplied 
"  Jifortfcrs  of  which  every  day  he  receives  the 

«  moft 
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44  mofl  diftreffing  intelligence.  The  army  (le  corps 
*'  militaire)  threatens  to  fall  into  the  moft  turbu- 
"  lent  anarchy.  Entire  regiments  have  dared  to 
"  violate  at  once  the  refpect  due  to  the  laws,  to 
"  the  king,  to  the  order  eftablifhed  by  your  de- 
46  crees,  and  to  the  oaths  which  they  have  taken. 
"  with  the  moft  awful  folemnity.  Compelled  by 
44  my  duty  to  give  you  information  of  thefe  ex- 
4C  ceffes,  my  heart  bleeds  when  I  confider  who 
"  they  are  that  have  committed  them.  Thofe, 
44  againft  whom  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  with- 
*'  hold  the  moft  grievous  complaints,  are  a  part  of 
44  that  very  foldiery  which  to  this  day  have  been 
4C  fo  -full  of  honour  and  loyalty,  and  with  whom, 
"  for  fifty  years,  I  have  lived  the  comrade  and  the 
46  friend. 

44  What  incomprehenlible  fpirit  of  delirium  and 
44  delufion  has  all  at  once  led  them  aftray  ?  Whilft 
"  you  are  indefatigable  in  eftablifhing  uniformity 
44  in  the  empire,  and  moulding  the  whole  into 
*c  one  coherent  and  confiftent  body ;  whilft  the 
;<  French  are  taught  by  you,  at  once  the  refpect 
"  which  the  laws  owe  to  the  rights  of  man,  and 
"  that  which  the  citizens  owe  to  the  laws,  the  ad- 
**  miniftration  of  the  army  prcfents  nothing  but 
"  dillurbance  and  confufion.  I  fee  in  more  than 
"  one  corps  the  bonds  of  di{bipline  relaxed  or 
"  broken ;  the  nioft  unheard-of  pretenfions  avow- 
n  ed  directly  and  without  any  difguife ;  the  or- 

46  di-nances 
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"  dinances  without  force;  the  chiefs  without  au- 
"  thority  ;  the  military  cheft  and  the  colours  car- 
"  ried  off;  the  authority  of  the  king  himfelf  [>/- 
"  fum  teneaiis~\  proudly  defied  ;  the  officers  def- 
"  pifed,  degraded,  threatened,  driven  away,  and 
"  ibme  of  them  prifoners  in  the  midft  of  their 
"  corps,  dragging  on  a  precarious  life  in  the  bo- 
4<  fom  of  difguft  and  humiliation.  To  fill  up  the 
"  meafure  of  all  thefe  horrors,  the  commandants  of 
4*  places  ha\re  had  their  throats  cut,  under  the  eyes, 
4<  and  almoft  in  the  arms  of  their  own  foldiers. 

"  Thefe  evils  arc  great ;  but  they  are  not  the 
44  worft  confequences  which  may  be  produced  by 
"  fuch  military  infurrecbions.  Sooner  or  later 
"  they  may  menace  the  nation  itfelf.  The  nature 
"  of  things  requires,  that  the  army  mould  never 
"  acT:  but  as  ^772  inftrwnent.  The  moment  that, 
"  erecting  itielf  into  a  deliberative  body,  it  mall 
"  acl:  according  to  its  own  refolutions,  the  gevern- 
"  me?it,  be  it  what  it  maj^  will  immediately  Jegene~ 
"  rate  into  a  military  democracy ;  a  fpecies  of  politi- 
**  cal  monfter,  which  has  always  ended  by  devour- 
44  ing  thoi'e  who  have  produced  it. 

"  After  all  this,  who  mufl  not  be  alarmed  at 
"  the  irregular  confutations,  and  turbulent  com- 
4<  mittees,  formed  in  fome  regiments  by  the  corn- 
"  mon  foldiers  and  non-commuTioned  officers, 
**  without  the  knowledge,  or  even  in  contempt 
"  of  the  authority  ©f  their  fuperiors ;  although 

44  the 
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"  the  prefence  and  concurrence  ofthofe  fuperiora 
"  could  give  no  authority  to  fuch  monftrous  de-» 
"  mocratick  afiemblies  [cornices.]" 

It  is  not  necefiary  to  add  much  to  this  fmifhed 
picture :  finifhed  as  far  as  its  canvas  admits  ;  but, 
as  I  apprehend,  not  taking  in  the  whole  of  the  na- 
ture and  complexity  of  the  diforders  of  this  mili- 
tary democracy,  wliich^  the  minifter  at  war  truly 
and  wifely  obferves,  wherever  it  exifts,  muft  be 
the  true  conftitution  of.the  flate,  by  whatever,  for- 
mal appellation  it  may  pafs.  For,  though  he  in- 
forms the  aflembly,  that  the  more  conllderable 
part  of  the  army  have  not  caft  off  their  obedience, 
but  are  ftill  attached  to  their  duty,  yet  thofe  tra- 
vellers who  have  feen  the  corps  whofe  conduct  is 
the  beft,  rather  obferve  in  them  the  abfence  of 
mutiny  than  the  exiflence  of  difcipline. 

I  cannot  help  paufing  here  for  a  moment,  to  re- 
flecl  upon  the  expreflions  of  furprife  whicli  this 
miniiler  has  let  fall,  relative  to  the  excefles  he  re- 
lates. To  him  the  departure  of  the  troops  from 
their  antient  principles  of  loyalty  and  honour 
feems  quite  inconceivable.  Surely  thofe  to  whom 
he  addreffes  himfelf  know  the  caufcs  of  it  but  too 
well.  They  know  the  doctrines  which  they  have 
preached,  the  decrees  which  they  have  palled,  the 
practices  which  they  have  countenanced.  The 
ibldiers  remember  the  6th  of  October.  They  re- 
collect the  French  guards.  They  have  not  forgot 

the 
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the  taking  of  the  king's  caftles  in  Paris,  and  at 
Marfeilles.  That  the  governors  in  both  places 
were  murdered  with  impunity,  is  a  fact  that  has, 
not  paired  out  of  their  minds.  They  do  not  aban- 
don the  principles  laid  down  fo  oftentatioufly  and 
laborioufly  of  the  equality  of  men.  They  cannot 
fhut  their  eyes  to  the  degradation*. of  the  whole 
nobleiTe  of  France ;  and  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
very  idea  of  a  gentleman.  The  total  abolition  of 
titles  and  diftinctions  is  not  loft  upon  them.  But 
M.  du  Pin  is  aftoniflied  at  their  difloyalty,  when 
the  doctors  of  the  afTembly  have  taught  them  at 
the  fame  time  the  refpect  due  to  laws.  It  is 
eafy  to  judge  which  of  the  two  forts  of  leffons 
men  with  arms  in  their  hands  are  likely  to  learn. 
As  to  the  authority  of  the  king,  we  may  collect 
from  the  minifter  himfelf  (if  any  argument  on 
that  head  were  not  quite  fuperfluous)  that  it  is 
not  of  more  confideration  with  thefe  troops,  than 
it  is  with  every  body  elfe.  "The king,"  fays  he, 
6Ct  has  over  and  over  again  repeated  his  orders  to 
"  put  a  flop  to  thefe  exceiles :  but,  in  fo  terrible 
"  a  crilis  your  [the  affembly's]  concurrence  is  be- 
"  come  indifpenfably  necefTary  to  prevent  the  evils 
"  which  menace  the  ftate.  Ton  unite  to  the 
"-  force  of  the  legiflative  power,  that  of  opinion  ftill 
"  more  important."  To  be  fure  the  army  can 
have  no  opinion  of  the  power  or  authority  of 
the  king.  Perhaps  the  foldier  has  by  this  time  - 

learned, 
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learned,  that  the  affembly  itfclf  does  not  enjoy  a 
much  greater  degree  of  liberty  than  that  royal 
figure. 

It  is  now  to  be  feen  what  has  been  propofed  in 
this  exigency,  one  of  the  greateft  that  can  happen 
in  a  ftate.  The  minifter  requefts  the  affembly  to 
array  itfelf  in  jail  its  terrors,  and  to  call  forth  all  its 
majefty.  He  deiires  that  the  grave  and  fevere 
principles  announced  by  them  may  give  vigour  to 
the  king's  proclamation.  After  this  we  mould 
have  looked  for  courts  civil  and  martial ;  break- 
ing  of  fome  corps,  decimating  others,  and  all  the 
terrible  means  which  neceffity  has  employed  in 
fuch  cafes  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  the  moft  ter- 
rible of  all  evils  ;  particularly,  one  might  expect, 
that  a  ferious  inquiry  would  be  made  into  the  mur- 
der of  commandants  in  the  view  of  their  foldiers. 
Not  one  word  of  all  this,  or  of  any  tiling  like  it. 
After  they  had  been  told  that  the  foldiery  tramp- 
led upon  the  decrees  of  the  affembly  promulgated 
by  the  king,  the  affembly  pafs  new  decrees;  and 
they  authorife  the  king  to  make  new  proclama- 
tions. After  the  fecretary  at  war  had  ftated  that 
the  regiments  had  paid  no  regard  to  oaths  pretes 
avec  la  plus  impofante  folemnite — they  propofe — •_ 
what  ?  More  oaths.  They  renew  decrees  and  pro- 
clamations as  they  experience  their  infufficiency, 
and  they  multiply  oaths  in  proportion  as  they 
weaken,  in  the  minds  of  men,  the  fanftions  of 
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religion.  I  hope  that  handy  abridgments  of  the 
excellent  fermons  of  Voltaire,  d'Alembert,  Dide- 
rot, and  Helvetius,  on  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soul,  on  a  particular  fuperintending  Providence, 
and  on  a  Future  State  of  Rewards  and  Puniih- 
ments,  are  fent  down  to  the  foldiers  along  with 
their  civick  oaths.  Of  this  I  have  no  doubt ;  as 
I  underftand,  that  a  certain  defcription  of  reading 
makes  no  inconfiderable  part  of  their  military  ex- 
ercifes,  and  that  they  are  full  as  well  fupplied  with 
the  ammunition  of  pamphlets  as  of  cartridges. 

To  prevent  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  confpi- 
racies,  irregular  confultations,  feditious  commit- 
tees, and  monftrous  democratick  affemblies  [4  co- 
*  mitia,  cornices']  of  the  foldiers,  and-  all  the  dif- 
orders  ariiing  from  idlenefs,  luxury,  diffipation, 
and  infubordination,  I  believe  the  moft  aitonifti- 
ing  means  have  been  ufed,  that  ever  occurred  to 
men,  even  in  all  the  inventions  of  this  prolifick 
age.  It  is  no  lefs  than  this  : — The  king  has  pro- 
mulgated in  circular  letters  to  all  the  regiments 
his  direct  authority  and  encouragement,  that  the 
feveral  corps  mould  join  themfelves  with  the  clubs 
and  confederations  in  the  feveral  municipalities, 
and  mix  with  them  in  their  feafts  and  civick  en- 
tertainments !  This  jolly  difcipline,  it  feems,  is  to 
foften  the  ferocity  of,  their  minds;  to  reconcile 
them  to  their  bottle  companions  of  other  defcrip-. 
tions-;  and  to  merge  particular  confpiracies  in 

more 
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more  general  aflbciations.*  That  thks  remedy 
would  be  pleafmg  to  the  foldiers,  as  they  are  de- 
icribed  by  Mr.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  I  can  readily 
believe  ;  and  that,  however  mutinous  otherwife, 
they  will  dutifully  fubmit  theinfelves  to  theft  royal 
proclamations.  But  I  mould  queftion  whether  all 
this  civick  {wearing,  clubbing,  and  feafting,  would 
difpofe  them  more  than  at  prefent  they  are  dif- 
pofed,  to  an  obedience  to  their  officers  ;  or  teach 
them  better  to  fubmit  to  the  auftere  rules  of  mili- 
tary difcipline.  It  will  make  them  admirable  ci- 
tizens after  the  French  mode,  but  not  quite  fo 
good  foldiers  after  any  mode.  A  doubt  might 
well  arife,  whether  the  conversations  at  thefe  good 
tables  would  fit  them  a  great  deal  the  better  for 
the  character  of  mere  injtruments^  which  this  vete- 
ran officer  and  ftatefman  juftly  obferves,  the  na- 
ture of  things  always  requires  an  army  to  be. 

Concerning  the  likelihood  of  this  improvement 
in  difcipline,  by  the  free  converfation  of  the  fol- 
diers with  the  municipal  feftive  focieties,  which  is 

*  Corhme  fa  majelle  y  a  reconnu,  non  une  fyfteme  d'aflbcin- 
tions  particuliercs,  mais  une  reunion  de  volontcs  de  tons  les 
Frangois  pour  la  hbcrte  et  la  profperite  communes,  ainii  pour 
le  maintien  de  1'ordre  publicjiie;  il  a  penfe  qu'il  convenoit  que 
chaque  regiment  prit  part  :\  ces  ietes  civiques  pour  multiplier 
les  rapports,  et  referrer  les  liens  d'union  entre  les  citoyens  et  les 
troupes. — Left  1  fliould  not  be  credited,  I  infert  the  words,  au- 
thoriiing  the  troops  to  feaft  with  the  popular  confederacies. 

thus 
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thus  officially  encouraged  by  royal  authority  and 
fanftion,  we  "may  judge  by  the  ftate  of  the  muni- 
cipalities themfelves,  furniflied  to  us  by  the  war 
minifter  in  this  very  fpeech.  He  conceives  good 
hopes  of  the  fucceis  of  his  endeavours  towards  re- 
ftoring  order  for  the  prefent  from  the  good  difpo- 
fition  of  certain  regiments;  but  he  finds  fome- 
thing  cloudy  with  regard  to  the  future.  As  to 
preventing  the  return  of  confufion  "  for  this,  the 
Ct  adminiftration  (fays  he)  cannot  be  anfwerable 
"  to  you,  as  long  as  they  fee  the  municipalities 
"  arrogate  to  themfelves  an  authority  over  the 
"  troops,  which  your  inftitutions  have  referved 
"wholly  to  the  monarch.  You  have  fixed  the 
"  limits  of  the  military  authority  and  the  muni- 
"  cipal  authority.  You  have  bounded  the  action, 
"  which  you  have  permitted  to  the  latter  over 
"  the  former,  to  the  right  of  rcquifition  ;  but 
"  never  did  the  letter  or  the  fpirit  of  your  de- 
•"  crees  authorife  the  commons  in  thefe  municipa- 
"  lities  to  break  the  officers,  to  try  them,  to  give 
"  orders  to  the  foldiers,  to  drive  them  from  the 
"  pofts  committed  to  their  guard,  to  ftop  them  in 
"  their  marches  ordered  by  the  king,  or,  in  a 
"  word,  to  enflave  the  troops  to  the  caprice  of 
"  each  of  the  cities  or  even  market  towns  through 
"  which  they  are  to  pafs." 

Such  is  the  character  and  difpofition  of  the  mu- 
nicipal fociety  which  is  to  reclaim  the  foldiery,  to 
VOL.  V.  F  f  bring 
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bring  them  back  to  the  true  principles  of  military 
fubordination,  and  to  render  them  machines  in 
the  hands  of  the  fupreme  power  of  the  country! 
Such  are  the  diftempcrs  of  the  French  troops  ! 
Such  is  their  cure  !  As  the  army  is,  fo  is  the  navy. 
The  municipalities  fuperfede  the  orders  of  die  af- 
fembly,  and  the  feamen  in  their  turn  fuperfede 
the  orders  of  the  municipalities.  From  my  heart 
I  pity  the  condition  of  a  refpectable  fervant  of  the 
publick,  like  this  war  minifter,  obliged  in  his  old 
age  to  pledge  the  afiembly  in  their  civick  cups, 
and  to  enter  with  an  hoary  head  into  all  the  fan- 
taftick  vagaries  of  thefe  juvenile  politicians.  Such 
fchenies  are  not  like  propofitions  coming  from  a. 
man  of  fifty  years  wear  and  tear  amongft  man- 
kind. They  feem  rather  fuch  as  ought  to  be  ex- 
pected from  thofe  grand  compounders  in  politicks, 
who  fliorten  the  road  to  their  degrees  in  the  flate  ^ 
and  have  a  certain  inward  fanatical  aflurance  and 
illumination  upon  all  J(ubjecl:s  ;  upon  the  credit  of 
which  one  of  their  doclors  has  thought  fit,  with 
great  applaufe,  and  greater  fuccefs,  to  caution  the 
affembly  not  to  attend  to  old  men,  or  to  any  per- 
fons  who  valued  themfclves  upon  their  experience. 
I  fuppoJfe  all  the  minifters  of  itate  mull  qualify, 
and  take  this  teft  ;  wholly  abjuring  the  errors  and 
herefies  of  experience  and  obfervatiori.  Every 
man  has  his  own  rcliih.  But  I  think,  if  I  could 
not  attain  to  the  wifdom,  I  would  at  icaft  prefer vc 

ipinething 
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fomethmg  of  the  ftiff  and  peremptory  dignity  of 
age.  Theie  gentlemen  deal  in  regeneration  ;  but 
at  any  price  I  fhould  hardly  yield  my  rigid  fibres 
to  be  regenerated  by  them  ;  nor  begin,  in  my 
grand  climacterick,  to  fquall  in  their  new  accents, 
or  to  ftammer,  in  my  fecond  cradle,  the  ele- 
mental founds  of  their  barbarous  metaphyficks.* 
Si  ifti  iiuhi  largiantur  ut  repueri/cam^  et  in  contm  cu- 
nis  vagiam,  roalde  recufe-m  ! 

The  imbecility  of  any  part  of  the  puerile  and 
pedantick  fyftem,  which  they  call  a  conftitution, 
cannot  be  laid  open  without  difcovering  the  utter 
insufficiency  and  mifchief  of  every  other  part 
with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  or  that  bears  any 
the  remoteft  relation  to  it.  You  cannot  propofe  a 
remedy  for  the  incompetence  of  the  crown,  with- 
out difplaying  the  debility  of  the  aflembly.  You 
cannot  deliberate  on  the  confufion  of  the  army  of 
the  ftate,  without  difclofing  the  worfe  diforders  of 
the  armed  municipalities.  The  military  lays  open 
the  civil,  and  the  civil  betrays  the  military  anarchy. 
I  wiih  every  body  carefully  to  perufe  the  eloquent 
fpeech  (fuch  it  is)  of  Monf.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin, 
He  attributes  the  falvation  of  the  municipalities 
to  the  good  behaviour  of  fome  of  the  troops. 
Thefe  troops  are  to  preferve  the  well-difpofed  part 
of  thofe  municipalities,  which  i$  confefied  to  be 

*  This  war-miniUer  lias  frnce  quitted  the  fcfcool  and  refig»«d 
his  office. 
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the  weakeft,  from  the  pillage  of  the  word  difpofed, 
which  is  the  ftrongeft.  But  the  municipalities  af- 
fect a  fovereignty,  and  will  command  thofe  troops 
which  are  neceffary  for  their  protection-.  Indeed 
•they  rnuft  command  them  or  court  them.  The 
municipalities,  by  the  necefiity  of  their  iituatiorr, 
and  by  the  republican  powers  they  have  obtained ^ 
muft,  with  relation  to  the  military  <  be  the  maf- 
ters,  or  the  fervants,  or  the  confederates,  or  each 
tucccffively  ;  or  they  muft  make  a  jumble1  of  all 
together,  according  to  •circumftances.  What  go- 
vernment is  there  to  coerce  the  army  but  the  mu- 
nicipality, or  the  municipality  but  the  army  ? 
To  preferve  concord  where  authority  is  extin- 
-guifhed,  at  the  hazard  of  all  confequences,  the  af- 
fembly  attempts  to  cure  the  diftempers  by  the  dif- 
tempers  themfelves  ;  and  they  hope  to  preferve 
themfelves  from  a  purely  military  democracy,  by 
giving  it  a  debauched  interefl  in  the  municipal. 

If  the  foldiers  once  co-me  to  mix  for  any  time 
in  the  municipal  clubs,  cabals,  ancl  confederacies, 
an  elective  attraction  will  draw  them  to  the  loweft 
and  mofr  defperate  part.  With  them  will  be  their 
habits,  affections,  and  -fympathies.  The  military 
Confpiracies,  whidi  are  tO'be  remedied  by  civick 
confederacies;  the  rebellious  municipalities,  which 
are- to  be  rendered  obedient  by  furniming  them 
with  the  means  of  feducing  the  very  armies  of  the 
ilate  that  are  to  keep  them  in  order  ;  all  thefe 

chimeras 
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chimeras  of  a  monftrous  and  portentous  policy, 
muft  aggravate  the  confuiions  from  which  they 
have  arifen.  There  rnufl  be  blood  The  want  of 
common  judgment  manifefted  in  the  conftruction 
of  all  their  defcriptions  of  forces,  and  in  all  their 
kinds  of  civil  and  judicial  authorities,  will  make 
it  flow.  Diforders  may  be  quieted  in  one  time 
and  in  one  part.  They  will  break  out  in  others ; 
becaufe  the  evil  is  radical  and  intrinfick.  All  thefe 
fchemes  of  mixing  mutinous  foldiers  with  fediti- 
ous  citizens,  muft  weaken  ftill  more  and  more  the 
military  connexion  of  foldiers  with  their  officers, 
as  well  as  add  military  and  mutinous  audacity  to 
turbulent  artificers  and  peafants.  To  fecure  a  real 
army,  the  officer  mould  be  firft  and.laft  in  the  eye 
of  the  foldier  ;  firft  and  laft  in  his  attention,  ob- 
fervance,  and  efteem.  Officers  it  feems  there  are 
to  be,  whofe  chief  qualification  muft  be  temper, 
and  patience.  They  are  to  manage  their  troops 
by  electioneering  arts.  They  muft  bear  themfelves 
as  candidates  not  as  commanders.  But  as  by  fuch 
means  power  may  be  occaiionally  in  their  hands, 
the  authority  by  which  they  are  to  be  nominated 
becomes  of  high  importance. 

What  you  may  do  finally,  does  not  appear ;  nor 
is  it  of  much  moment i  whilft  the  ftrange  and  con- 
tradictory relation  between  your  army  and  all  the 
parts  of  your  republick,  as  well  as  the  puzzled  re- 
lation of  thofe  parts  to  each  other  and  to  the  whole, 
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remain  as  they  are.  You  feem  to-  have  given  the 
provifional  nomination  of  the  officers,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  to  the  king,  with  a  reierve  of  approba- 
tion by  the  national  aflembly.  Men  who  have  an 
intereft  to  purfue  are  extremely  fugacious  in  dif- 
covering  the  true  feat  of  power.  They  muft  foon 
perceive  that  thofe  who  can  negative  indefinitely, 
in  reality  appoint.  The  officers  muft  therefore 
look  to  their  intrigues  in  that  affembly,  as  the  fole 
certain  road  to  promotion.  Still,  however,  by 
your  new  conftitution  they  muft  begin  their  foli- 
citation  at  court.  This  double  negotiation  for 
military  rank  feems  to  me  a  contrivance  as  well 
adapted,  as  if  it  were  ftudied  for  no  other  end,  to 
promote  faction  in  the  aflembly  itfelf,  relative  to 
this  vaft  military  patronage  ;  and  then  to  poifon 
the  corps  of  officers  with  factions  of  a  nature  ftill 
more  dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  government, 
upon  any  bottom  on  which  it  can  be  placed,  and 
deftructive  in  the  end  to  the  efficiency  of  the  army 
itfelf.  Thofe  officers,  who  lofe  the  promotions  in- 
tended for  them  by  the  crown,  muft  become  of  a 
faction  oppofite  to  that  of  the  aflembly  which  has 
rejected  their  claims,  and  muft  nourifh  difcontents 
in  the  heart  of  the  army  againft  the  ruling  powers. 
Thofe  officers,  on  the  other  hand,  who,  by  carry- 
ing their  point  through  an  intereft  in  the  afiem- 
bly,  feel  themfelves  to  be  at  beft  only  fecond  in 
the  good-wilt  of  the  crown,  though  firft  in  that  of 

the 
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the  affembly,  muft  flight  an  authority  which 
would  not  advance,  and  could  not  retard  their 
promotion.  If  to  avoid  thefe  evils  you  will  have 
no  other  rule  for  command  or  promotion  than  fe- 
niority,  you  will  have  an  army  of  formality;  at 
the  fame  time  it  will  become  more  independent, 
and  more  of  a  military  republick.  Not  they  but 
the  king  is  the  machine.  A  king  is  not  to  be  de- 
pofed  by  halves.  If  he  is  not  every  thing  in  the 
command  of  an  army,  he  is  nothing.  What  is  the 
effect  of  a  power  placed  nominally  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  who  to  that  army  is  no  object  of  grati- 
tude, or  of  fear  ?  Such  a  cypher  is  not  fit  for  the 
adminiftration  of  an  object,  of  all  things  the  moft 
delicate,  the  fupreme  command  of  military  men. 
They  muft  be  conftrained  (and  their  inclinations 
lead  them  to  what  their  neceffities  require)  by  a 
real,  vigorous,  effective,  decided,  perfonal  autho- 
rity. The  authority  of  the  affembly  itfelf  fuffers 
by  paffing  through  fuch  a  debilitating  channel  as 
they  have  chofen.  The  army  will  not  long  look 
to  an  affembly  acting  through  the  organ  of  falie 
mew,  and  palpable  impoiition.  They  will  not 
ferioufly  yield  obedience  to  a  priibner.  They 
will  either  defpife  a  pageant,  or  they  wDl  pity  a 
captive  king.  This  relation  of  your  army  to  the 
crown  will,  if  I  am  not  greatly  miftaken,  become 
a  ferious  dilemma  in  your  politicks. 

It  is  belides  to  be  confidered,  whether  ao  affem- 
F  f  4  bly 
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bly  like  yours,  even  fuppofing  that  it  was  in  pof- 
feffion  of  another  fort  of  organ  through  which  its 
orders  were  to  pa£s,  is  fit  for  promoting  the  obe- 
dience and  difcipline  of  an  army.  It  is  known, 
that  armies  have  hitherto  yielded  a  very  precarious 
and  uncertain  obedience  to  any  fenate,  or  popular 
authority  ;  and  they  will  leaii  of  a  1  yield  it  to  an 
affembly  which  is  to  have  only  a  continuance  of 
two  years.  The  officers  muft  totally  lofe  the  cha- 
racleriftick  difpofition  of  military  men,  if  they  fee 
with  perfect  fubmiilion  and  due  admiration,  the 
dominion  of  pleaders;  efpecially  when  they  find, 
that  they  have  a  new  court  to  pay  to  an  endlefs 
fucceffion  of  thofe  pleaders,  whofe  military  policy, 
and  the  genius  of  whofe  command  (if  they  mould 
have  any)  muft  be  as  uncertain  as  their  duration 
is  tranfient.  In  the  weaknefs  of  one  kind  of  au- 
thority, and  in  the  fluctuation  of  all,  the  officers 
of  an  army  will  remain  for  fome  time  mutinous 
and  full  of  faction,  until  fome  popular  general, 
who  underftands  the  art  of  conciliating  the  fol- 
diery,  and  who  poffefles  the  true  fpirit  of  com- 
mand, fliall  draw  the  eyes  of  all  men  upon  him- 
felf.  Armies  will  obey  him  on  his  perfonal .  ac- 
count. There  is  no  other  way  of  fecuring  military 
obediencein  this  ftate  of  things.  But  the  moment 
in  which  that  event  mall  happen,  the  perfon  who 
really  commands  the  army  is  your  mafter  ;  the 
mafter  (that  is  little)  of  your  king,  the  mafter  of 

your 
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your  afiembly,  the  mafter  of  your  whole  repub- 
lick. 

How  came  the  affembly  by  their  prefent  power 
over  the  army  ?  Chiefly,  to  be  fure,  by  debauch- 
ing the  foldiers  from  their  officers.     They  have 
begun  by  a  moft  terrible  operation.     They  have 
touched  the  central  point,  about  which  the  parti- 
cles that  compofe  armies  are  at  repofe.  They  have 
deftroyed  the  principle  of  obedience  in  the  great 
elTential  critical  link  between  the  officer  and  the 
foldier,  juft  where  the  chain  of  military  fubordina- 
tion  commences,  and  on  which  the  whole  of  that 
fyftem  depends.     The  foldier  is  told,  he  is  a  citi- 
zen, and  has  the  rights  of  man  and  citizen.     The 
right  of  a  man,  he  is  told,  is  to  be  his  own  gover- 
nor, and  to  be  ruled  only  by  thofe  to  whom  he  de- 
legates that  felf-government.     It  is  very  natural  he 
fliould  think,  that  he  ought  moft  of  all  to  have 
his  choice  where  he  is  to  yield  the  greateft  degree 
'  of  obedience.      He  will  therefore,  in  all  proba- 
bility, fyilematically  do,  what  he  does  at  prefent 
occafionally  ;  that  is,  he  will  exercife  at  leaft  a  ne- 
gative in  the  choice  of  his  officers.    At  prefent  the 
officers  are  known  at  beft  to  be  only  permiffive, 
and  on  their  good  behaviour.     In  fact,  there  have 
been  many  inftances  in  which  they  have  been  ca- 
ihiered  by  their  corps.     Here  is  a  fecond  negative 
on  the  choice  of  the  king ;  a  negative  as  effectual 
at  leaft  as  the  other  of  the  afiembly.  The  foldiers 

know 
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know  already  that  it  has  been  a  queftion,  not  ill 
received  in  the  national  affembly,  whether  they 
ought  not  to  have  the  direct  choice  of  their  of- 
ficers, or  fome  proportion  of  them  ?  When  fuch 
matters  are  in  deliberation,  it  is  no  extravagant 

'  o 

fuppoiition  that  they  will  incline  to  the  opinion 
moft  favourable  to  their  pretenfions.  They  will 
not  bear  to  be  deemed  the  army  of  an  imprifoned 
king,  whilft  another  army  in  the  fame  country, 
with  whom  too  they  are  to  feaft  and  confederate, 
is  to  be  confidered  as  the  free  army  of  a  free  con- 
ftitution.  They  will  caft  their  eyes  on  the  other 
and  more  permanent  army  ;  I  mean  the  munici- 
pal. That  corns,  they  well  know,  does  actually 
elect  its  own  officers.  They  may  not  be  able  to 
difcern  the  grounds  of  diftinction  on  which  they 
are  not  to  elect  a  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  (or  what 
5s  his  new  name)  of  their  own  ?  If 'this  election  of 
'•  commander  in  chief  be  a  part  of  the  rights  of 
men,  why  not  of  theirs  ?  They  fee  elective  juftices 
of  peace,  elective  judges,  elective  curates,  elective 
bifhops,  elective  municipalities,  and  elective  com- 
mar-ders  of  the  Pariiian  army. — Why  mould  they 
alone  be  excluded  ?  Are  the  brave  troops  of  France 
••He  only  men  in  thar  nation  who  are  not  the  fit 
judges  of  .military  merit,  and  of  the  qualifications 
nereffory  for  a  commander  in  chief  ?  Are  they  paid 
by  the  ftate,  and  do  they  therefore  lofe  the  rights 
of  men  ?  They  are  a  part  of  that  nation  them- 

felves, 
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felves,  and  contribute  to  that  pay.  And  is  not  the 
king,  is  not  the  national  aflembly,  arid  are  not  all 
who  cleft  the  national  aflembly,  likewife  paid  ?  In- 
ftead  of  feeing  all  thefe  forfeit  their  rights  by  their 
receiving  a  falary,  they  perceive  that  in  all  thefe 
cafes  a  falary  is  given  for  the  exercife  of  thofe 
rights.  All  your  refolutions,  all  your  proceedings, 
all  your  debates,  all  the  works  of  your  doctors  in 
religion  and  politicks,  have  induftrioufly  been  put 
into  their  hands ;  and  you  expect  that  they  will 
apply  to  their  own  cafe  jufl  as  much  of  your  doc- 
trines and  examples  as  fuits  your  pleafure-. 

Every  tiling  depends  upon  the  army  in  fuch  a 
government  as  yours ;  for  you  have  induftrioufly 
deftroyed  all  the  opinions,  arid  prejudices,  and,  as 
for  as  in  you  lay,  all  the  inftincts  which  fupport 
government.  Therefore  the  moment  any  dif- 
ference arifes  between  your  national  affembly  arid 
any  part  of  the  nation^-  you  muft  have  recourfe 
to  force.  Nothing  elfe  is  left  to  you  ;•  or  rather 
you  have  left  nothing  elfe  to  yourfelves.  You  fee 
by  the  report  of  your  war  minifter,  that  the  di£- 
tribution  of  the  army  is  in  a  great  meafure  made 
with  a  view  of  internal  coercion.*  You  muft  rule 
by  an  army;  and  you  have  infufed  into  that  army 
by  which  you  rule,  as  well  as  into  the  whole  body 
of  the  nation,  principles  which  after  a  time  muft 

*  Courier  Frangois,  30  July  17DO.  AfTemblee  Nationale, 
Numero  210. 
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difable  you  in  the  ufe  you  refolve  to  make  of  it. 
The  king  is  to  call  out  troops  to  act  againft  his 
people,  when  the  world  has  been  told,  and  the  af- 
fertion  is  ftill  ringing  in  our  ears,  that  troops 
ought  not  to  fire  on  citizens.  The  colonies  affert 
to  themfclves  an  independent  conftitution  and  a 
free  trade.  They  muft  be  conftrained  by  troops. 
In  what  chapter  of  your  code  of  the  rights  of  men 
are  they  able  to  read,  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  rights 
of  men  to  have  their  commerce  monopolized  and 
reftrained  for  the  benefit  of  others  ?  As  the  colo- 
nifts  rife  on  you,  the  negroes  rife  on  them.  Troops 
again — Maffacre,  torture,  hanging !  Thefe  are 
your  rights  of  men !  Thefe  are  the  fruits  of  meta- 
phyfick  declarations  wantonly  made,  and  mame- 
fully  retracted  !  It  was  but  the  other  clay  that  the 
farmers  of  land  in  one  of  your  provinces  refufed 
to  pay  fome  forts  'of  rents  to  the  lord  of  the  foil. . 
In  confequence  of  this  you  decree,  that  the  coun- 
try people  mail  pay  all  rents  and  dues,  except  thofe 
which  as  grievances  you  have  abolifhed ;  and  if 
they  refufe,  then  you  order  the  king  to  march, 
troops  againft  them.  You  lay  down  metaphy-. 
fick  proportions  which  infer  univerfal  confe- 
quences,  and  then  you  attempt  to  limit  logick  by 
defpotifm.  The  leaders  of  the  prefent  fyftein  tell 
them  of  their  rights,  as  men,  to  take  fortreffes,  to 
murder  guards,  to  feize  on  kings  without  the 
leaft  appearance  of  authority  even  from  the  affem- 

bly, 
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bly,  whilft,  as  the  fovereign  legiflative  body,  that 
affembly  was  fitting  in  the  name  of  the  nation — - 
and  yet  thefe  leaders  prefume  to  order  out  the 
troops,  which  have  acted"  in  thefe  very  disorders, 
to  coerce  thofe  who  fhali  judge  on  the  principles, 
and  follow  the  examples,  which  have  been  gua- 
rantied by  their  own  approbation. 

The  leaders  teach  the  people  to  abhor  and  reject 
all  feodality  as  the  barbarifm  of  tyranny,  and  they 
tell  them  afterwards  how  much  of  that  barbarous 
tyranny  they  are  to  bear  with  patience.  As  they 
are  prodigal  of  light  with  regard  to  grievances,  fo 
the  people  find  them  fparing  in  the  extreme  with 
regard  to  redrefs.  They  know  that  not  only 
certain  quit-rents  and  perfonal  duties,  which  you 
have  permuted  them  to  redeem  (but  have  fur- 
niihed  no  money  for  the  redemption)  are  as  no- 
thing to  thofe  burthens  for  which  you  have  made 
no  provifion  at  all.  They  know,  that  almoft  the 
whole  fyftem  of  landed  property  in  its  origin  is 
feudal ;  that  it  is  the  diflribution  of  the  poffeilions 
pf  the  original  proprietors,  made  by  a  barbarous 
conqueror  to  his  barbarous  inilruments ;  and  that 
the  mod  grievous  effects  of  the  conqueft  are  the 
land  rents  of  every  kind,  as  without  queilion  they 
are. 

The  peafants,  in  all  probability,  are  the  defcend- 
ants  of  thefe  antient  proprietors,  Romans  or 
Gauls.  But  if-  they  fail,  in  any  degree,  in  the 

titles 


446  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE 

tides  which  they  make  on  the  principles  of  anti- 
quaries and  lawyers,  they  retreat  into  the  citadel 
of  the  rights  of  men.  There  they  find  that  men 
are  equal ;  and  the  earth,  the  kind  and  equal  mo- 
ther of  all,  ought  not  to  be  monopolized  to  fof- 
ter  the  pride  and  luxury  of  any  men,  who  by  na- 
ture are  no  better  than  themfelvcs,  and  who,  if 
they  do  not  labour  for  their  bread,  are  worfe. 
They  find,  that  by  the  laws  of  nature  the  occu- 
pant and  fubduer  of  the  foil  is  the  true  proprietor ; 
that  there  is  no  prefcription  againft  nature  ;  and 
that  the  agreements  (where  any  there  are)  which 
have  been  made  with  their  landlords,  during  the 
time  of  flavery,  are  only  the  effect  of  dureffe  and 
force;  and  that  when  the  people  re-entered  into 
the  rights  of  men,  thofe  agreements  were  made  as 
void  as  every  thing^  elfe  which  hacl  been  fettled  un- 
der the  prevalence  of  the  old  feudal  and  arifto- 
cratick  tyranny.  They  will  tell  you  that  they  fee 
no  difference  between  an  idler  with  a  hat  and  a 
national  cockade,  and  an  idler  in  a  cowl  or  in  a 
rochet.  If  you  ground  the  title  to  rents  on  fuc- 
cefilon  and  prefcription,  they  tell  you,  from  the 
Ipeech  of  Mr.  Camus,  published  by  the  national  af- 
fembly  for  their  information,  that  things  ill  begun 
cannot  avail  themfelves  of  prefcription ;  that  the 
title  of  thefe  lords  was  vicious  in  its  origin  ;  and 
that  force  is  at  leaft  as  bad  as  fraud.  As  to  the 
title  by  fuccefilon,  they  \yill  tell  you,  that  the  fuc- 

ceflion 
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eefiion  of  thofc  who  hav-e  cultivated  the  foil  i* 
the  true  pedigree  of  property,  and  pot  rotten 
parchments  and  filly  fubfiitutions  ;  that  the  lords 
have  enjoyed  their  ufurpation  too  long  j  and  that 
if  they  allow  to  thefe  lay  monks  any  charitable 
penlion,  they  ought  to  be  thankful  to  the  bounty 
of  the  true  proprietor,  who  is  fp  generous  towards 
a  falfe  claimant  to  his  goods. 

When  the  peafants  give  you  back  that  coin  of 
fophiftick;  reafon,  on  which  you  have  fet  your 
image  and  fuperfcription,  you  cry  it  down  as  bafe 
money,  and  tell  them  you  will  pay  for  the  future 
with  French  guards,  and  dragoons,  and  huflars. 
You  hold  up,  to  chaftife  them,  the  fecond-hand 
authority  of  a  king,  who  is  only  the  infirument  of 
deftroying,  without  any  power  of  protecting  either 
the  people  or  his  own  perfon.  Through  him  it 
feems  you  will  make  yourfelves  obeyed.  They 
anfwer,  You  have  taught  us  that  there  are  no 
gentlemen ;  and  which  of  your  principles  teach 
us  to  bow  to  kings  whom  we  have  not  elected  ? 
We  know,  without  your  teaching,  that  lands 
were  given  for  the  fupport  of  feudal  dignities, 
feudal  titles,  and  feudal  offices.  When  you  took 
$own  the  caufe  as  a  grievance,  why  mould  the 
more  grievous  effect  remain  ?  As  there  are  now^ 
no  hereditary  honours,  and  no  diftinguimed  fa- 
milies, why  are  we  taxed  to  maintain  what'  you 
tell  us  ought  not  to  exift  ?  You  have  fent  down  -our 
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old  ariftocratick  landlords  in  no  other  character, 
and  with  no  other  title,  but  that  of  exactors  under 
your  authority.  Have  you  endeavoured  to  make 
thcfe  your  rent-gatherers  refpectable  to  us?  No. 
You  have  lent  them  to  us  with  their  arms  re- 
verfed,  their  Ihieids  broken,  their  imprefles  de- 
faced ;  and  fo  difplumed,  degraded,  and  meta- 
morphofed,  fuch  unfeathered  two-legged  things, 
that  we  no  longer  know  them.  They  are  ftrangers 
to  us.  They  do  not  even  go  by  the  names  of  our 
antient  lords.  Phylically  they  may  be  the  fame 
men ;  though  we  are  not  quite  fure  of  that,  on 
your  new  philofophick  doctrines  of  perfonal  iden- 
tity. In  all  other  refpects  they  are  totally  changed. 
We  do  not  fee  why  we  have  not  as  good  a  right 
to  refufe  them  their  rents,  as  you  have  to  abrogate 
all  their,  honours,  titles,  and  diftinclions.  This 
we  have  never  commiflioned  you  to  do  ;  and  it  is 
one  inftance,  among  many  indeed,  of  your  af- 
fumption  of  undelegated  power.  We  fee  the 
burghers  of  Paris,  through  their  clubs,  their  mobs, 
and  their  national  guards,  directing  you  at  their 
pleafure,  and  giving  that  as  law  to  you,  which,^ 
under  your  authority,  is  tranfmitted  as  law  to  us.; 
Through  you,  thefe  burghers  difpofe  of  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  us  all.  Why  mould  not  you  at- 
tend as  much  to  the  defires  of  the  laborious  huf- 
bandman  with  regard  to  our  rent,  by  which  we 
are  affected  in  the  molt  ferious  manner,  as  you  da 

to 
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to  the  demands  of  thefe  infblent  burghers,  rela- 
tive to  diitindions  and  titles  of  honour,  by  which 
neither  they  nor  we  are  affected  at  all?  But  we 
find  you  pay  more  regard  to  their  fancies  than  to 
our  neceflities.  Is  it  among  the  rights  of  man  to 
pay  tribute  to  his  equals  ?  Before  this  meafure  of 
yours,  we  might  have  thought  we  were  not  per- 
fectly equal.  We  might  have  entertained  fom£ 
old,  habitual,  unmeaning  prepoffefllon  in  favour  of 
thofe  landlords  5  but  we  cannot  conceive  with, 
what  other  view  than  that  of  deftroying  all  refpect 
to  them,  you  could  have  made  the  law  that  de- 
grades them.  You  have  forbidden  us  to  treat 
them  with  any  of  the  old  formalities  of  refpect, 
and  now  you  fend  troops  to  fabre  and  to  bayonet 
us  into  a  fubmiffion  to  fear  and  force,  which  you 
did  not  fuffer  us  to  yield  to  the  mild  authority  of 
opinion. 

The  ground  of  fome  of  thefe  arguments  is 
horrid  and  ridiculous  to  all  rational  ears;  but  to 
the  politicians  of  metaphyficks  who  have  opened 
ichools  for  fophiftry,  and  made  eftablifliments  for 
anarchy,  it  is  folid  and  concluiive.  It  rs  obvious, 
that  on  a  mere  confederation  of  the  right,  the 
leaders  in  the  affembly  would  not  in  the  leaft  have 
fcrupled  to  abrogate  the  rents  along  with  the  titles 
and  family  enfigns.  It  would  be  only  to  follow 
lip  the  principle  of  their  reafonings,  and  to  com- 
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plete  the  analogy  of  their  conduct.  But  they  had 
newly  pofTeffed  tliemfclves  of  a  great  body  of 
landed  property  by  confiscation.  They  had  this 
commodity  at  market;  and  the  market  would 
have  been  wholly  deftroyed,  if  they  were  to  per- 
mit the  hufbandmen  to  riot  in  the  fpeculations 
with  which  they  fo  freely  intoxicated  themfelves. 
The  only  fecurity  which  property  enjoys  in  any 
one  of  its  defcriptions,  is  from  the  interefts  of 
their  rapacity  with  regard  to  fome  other.  They 
have  left  nothing  but  their  own  arbitrary  plea- 
fure  to  determine  what  property  is  to  be  protected 
and  what  fubverted. 

Neither  have  they  left  any  principle  by  which, 
any  of  their  municipalities  can  be  bound  to  obe- 
dience j  or  even  confcientioufly  obliged  not  to  fe- 
parate  from  the  whole,  to  become  independent, 
or  to  connect  itfelf  with  fome  other  ftate.  The 
people  of  Lyons,  it  feems,  have  refufed  lately  to 
pay  taxes.  Why  mould  they  not  ?  What  lawful 
authority  is  there  left  to  exact  them  ?  The  king 
impofed  fome  of  them.  The  old  ftates,  metho- 
dized by  orders,  fettled  the  more  antient.  They 
may  fay  to  the  aflembly,  Who  are  you,  that  arc 
not  our  kings,  nor  the  ftates  we  have  elected,  nor 
lit  on  the  principles  on  which  we  have  elected 
you  ?  And  who  are  we,  that  when  we  fee  the  ga- 
belles  which  you  have  ordered  to  be  paid,  wholly 

fliakea 
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Ihaken  off,  when  we  fee  the  act  of  difobedience 
afterwards  ratified  by  yourfelves,  who  are  we* 
that  we  are  not  to  judge  what  taxes  we  ought  or 
ought  not  to  pay,  and  who  are  not  to  avail  our- 
felves  of  the  fame  powers,  the  validity  of  which 
you  have  approved  in  others  ?  To  this  the  anfwer 
is,  We  will  fend  troops.  The  laft  reafon  of  kings, 
is  always  the  firft  with  your  affembly.  This  mi- 
litary aid  may  ferve  for  a  time,  whilft  the  impref- 
iion  of  the  increafe  of  pay  remains,  and  the  vanity 
of  being  umpires  in  all  difputes  is  flattered*  But 
this  weapon  will  fnap  fhdrt,  unfaithful  to  the  hand 
that  employs  it.  The  affembly  keep  a  tchool 
where,  fyftematically,  and  with  unremitting  per- 
feverance,  they  teach  principles,  and  form  regula- 
tions deftruclive  to  all  fpirit  of  fubordination» 
civil  and  military — and  then  they  expect  that  they 
ihall  hold  in  obedience  an  anarchick  people  by  an 
anarchick  army. 

The  municipal  army,  which,  according  to  their 
new  policy*  is  to  balance  this  national  army,  if 
confidered  in  itfelf  only,  is  of  a  constitution  much 
more  limple,  and  in  every  refpect  lefs  exception* 
able.  It  is  a  mere  democratick  bodyj  unconnected 
with  the  crown  or  the  kingdom ;  armed,  and 
trained,  and  officered  at  the  pleafure  of  the  diftricts 
to  which  the  corps  federally  belong;  and  the  per* 
fonal  fervice  of  the  individuals,  who  compdfe,  or 
the  fine  in  lieu  of  perfonal  fervice,  are  directed  by 
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the  fame  authority*.  'Nothing  is  more  uniform. 
If,  however,  confidered  in  any  relation  to  the 
crown,  to  the  national  affembly,  to  the  publick 
tribunals,  or  to  the  other  army,  or  confidered  in 
a  view  to  any  coherence  or  connexion  between  its 
j&rts,  it  fecms  a  monfter,  and  can  hardly  fail  to 
terminate  its  perplexed  -movements  in  fome  great 
national  calamity.  It  is  a  worfe  prefervative  of  a 
general  conftitution,  than  the  fyftafis  of  Crete,  or 
flfe  confederation  of  Poland,  or  any  other  ill-de- 
vifed  corrective  which  has  yet  been  imagined,  in 
the  neceffities  produced  by  an  ill-conftructed  fyf. 
*efa  of  government. 

"  Hatvi-ng  concluded  my  few  remarks  on  the  con- 
ftitution of  the  fupreme  power,  the  executive,  the 
judicature,  the  military,  and  on  the  reciprocal  re- 
lation of  all  thefe  ettablifhments,  I  {hall  fay  fome- 
tMng  of  .the,  ability  {hewed  by  your  legislators 
with  regard  to  the  revenue.  '  '  -/y  • 

In  their  proceedings  relative  to  this  object,'  if 
pofffle,  {till  fewer  traces  appear  'of  political  judg- 
ment or  firiancial  refource.  When  the  ftates  met, 

*  T  fee  by  Mr.  Xccker's  account,  that  the  national  gtiards  of 
Paris  Im've  received!,  over  and  above  'the  /money-'  levied  witiiin 
their  c  \\  n  city,  about  145,0001.  iterling  out  of  the  publick  frea- 
fu^y. .  \V  iiciher.  this  be  an  aclual.paymeut.for  tlie  nine  months 

of  their  cxiftcncc,  or  an  eftimate.  o£  their  yearly  charge,  I  do  not 
,.  .....  .  .... 

clearly  perceive.   It  is  ot  no  great  importance,  as  certainly  they 

may  take  whatever  they  plcafe. 

it 
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it  feemed  to  be  the  great  object  to  improve  the 
fyftem  of  revenue,  to  enlarge  its  collection,  to 
cleanfe  it  of  oppreffion  and  vexation,  and  to  eftab- 
lifh  it  on  the  moft  folid  footing.  Great  were  the 
expectations  entertained  on  that  head  throughout 
Europe.  It  was  by  this  grand  arrangement  that 
France  was  to  flan d  or  fall;  and  this  became,  in 
my  opinion,  very  properly,  the  teft  by  which  the 
{kill  and  patriotifm  of  thofe  who  ruled  in  that  af- 
fembly  would  be  tried.  The  revenue  of  the  ftate 
is  the  itate.  In  effect  all  depends  upon  it,  whether 
for  fupport  or  for  reformation.  The  dignity  of 
every  occupation  wholly  depends  upon  the  quan- 
tity and  the  kind  of  virtue  that  may  be  exerted 
in  it.  As  all  great  qualities  of  the  mind  which 
operate  in  publick,  and  are  not  merely  fufFering 
and  paffive,  require  force  for  their  difplay,  I  had 
almoft  faid  for  their  unequivocal  exiftence,  the  re- 
venue, which  is  the  fpring  of  all  power,  becomes 
in  its  adminiftration  the  fphere  of  every  active 
virtue.  Publick  virtue,  being  of  a  nature  mag- 
nificent and  fplendid,  inftituted  for  great  things, 
and  converfant  about  great  concerns,  requires 
abundant  fcope  and  room,  and  cannot  fpread  and 
grow  under  confinement^  and  in  circumflances 
ilraitened,  narrow,  and  fordid.  Through  the  re- 
venue alone  the  body  politick  can  act  in  its  true 
genius  and  character,  and  therefore  it  will  difplay 
juit  as  much  of  its  collective  virtue,  and  as  much 
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of  that  virtue  which  may  characterife  thofe  who 
move  it,  and  are,  as  it  were,  its  life  and  guiding 
principle,  as  it  is  poflefTed  of  a  juft  revenue.  For 
from  hence  not  only  magnanimity,  and  liberality, 
and  beneficence,  and  fortitude,  and  providence, 
and  the  tutelary  protection  of  all  good  arts,  derive 
their  food,  and  the  growth  of  their  organs,  but 
continence,  and  felf-denial,  and  labour,  and  vigi- 
lance, and  frugality,  and  whatever  elfe  there  is  in 
which  the  mind  mews  itfelf  above  the  appetite,  are 
no  where  more  in  their  proper  element  than  in  the 
provifion  and  diftribution  of  the  publick  wealth. 
It  is.  therefore  not  without  reafon  that  the  fcience 
of  fpeculariye  and  practical  finance,  which  muft 
take  to  its  aid  fo  many  auxiliary  branches  of 
knowledge,  ftands  high  in  the  eftimation  not  only 
of  the  ordinary  fort,  but  of  the  wifeft  and  belt 
men  ;  and  as  this  fcience  has  grown  with  the  pro- 
grefs  of  its  object,  the  profperity  and  improvement 
of  natipns  has  generally  encreafed  with  the  en- 
creafe  of  their  revenues ;  and  they  will  both  con- 
tinue to  grow  and  flourim,  as  long  as  the  balance 
between  what  is  left  to  ftrengthen  the  efforts  of 
individuals,  and  what  is  collected  for  the  common 
efforts  of  the  ftate,  bear  to  each  other  a  due  reci- 
procal proportion,  and  are  kept  in  a  clofe  corre- 
fpondence  and  communication.  And  perhaps  it 
may  be  owing  to  the  greatnefs  of  revenues,  and 
to  the  urgency  of  ftate  neceffities,  that  old  abufes 

in 
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in  the  conflitution  of  finances  are  difcovered,  and 
their  true  nature  and  "rational  theory  comes  to 
be  more  perfectly  underftood ;  infoinuch,  that  a 
fmaller  revenue  might  have  been  more  diftreiling 
in  one  period  than  a  far  greater  is  found  to  be  in 
another ;  the  proportionate  wealth  even  remain- 
ing the  fame.  In  this  ftate  of  things,  the  French 
affembly  found  fomething  in  their  revenues  to 
preferve,  to  fecure,  and  wifely  to  adminifter,  as 
well  as  to  abrogate  and  alter.  Though  their  proud 
affumption  might  juftify  the  fevereft  tefts,  yet  in 
trying  their  abilities  on  their  financial  proceed- 
ings, I  would  only  confider  what  is  the  plain  ob- 
vious duty  of  a  common  finance  minifter,  and  try 
them  upon  that,  and  not  upon  models  of  ideal 
perfection. 

The  objects  of  a  financier  are,  then,  to  fecure 
an  ample  revenue ;  to  impofe  it  with  judgment 
and  equality ;  to  employ  it  ceconomically ;  and 
when  neceflity  obliges  him  to  make  ufe  of  credit, 
to  fecure  its  foundations  in  that  inftance,  and  for 
ever,  by  the  clearnefs  and  candour  of  his  proceed- 
ings, the  exadnefs  of  his  calculations,  and  the  fo- 
lidity  of  his  funds.  On  thefe  heads  we  may  take 
a  fliort  and  diilincl:  view  of  the  merits  and  abili- 
ties of  thofe  in  the  national  aflembly,  who  have 
taken  to  themfelves  the  management  of  this  ar- 
duous concern.  Far  from  any  increafe  of  revenue 
in  their  hands,  I  find,  by  a  report  of  fyk  Vernier, 
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from  the  committee  of  finances,  of  the  fecond  of 
Auguft  Lift,  that  the  amount  of  the  national  re- 
venue, as  compared  with  its  produce  before  the 
revolution,  was  diminiftied  by  the  mm  of  two 
hundred  millions,  or  eight  millions  ftcrlmg  of  the 
annual  income,  considerably  more  than  one-third 
of  the  whole. 

If  this  be  the  refult  of  great  ability,  never  furely 
was  ability  displayed  in  a  more  diftinguifhed  man- 
ner, or  with  'ft>  powerful  an  effect.  No  common 
folly,  no  vulgar  incapacity,  no  ordinary  official 
negligence,  even  -no  official  crime,  no  corruption, 
no  peculation,  hardly  ariy^  direct  hoftility  which 
we  have  feen  in  the  modern  world,  could  in  fo 
fhort  a  time  haVe  made  fo  complete  an  overthrow 
of  the  finances,  and  with  them,  of  the  ftrength  of 
a  great  kingdom. — Cedfj  qui  <uc/lram  rempublicam 
t  ant  am  ami  ft  fits -tarn  cito? 

*y  »/ 

The  fopliifters  and  declaimers,  as  foon  as  the  af- 
fembly  met;  began  with  decrying  the  antient  con- 
fdtution  of  the  revenue  in  many  of  its  moft  eflen- 
tial  branches,  fuch  as  the  publick -monopoly  of  fait. 
They  charged  it,  as  truly  as  unwifely,  with  being 
ill-contrived,  oppreiiive,  and  partial.  This  repre- 
fentation  they  were  not  fatisfied  to  make  ufe  of  in 
fpeeches  preliminary  to  fome  plan  of  reform  ;  they 
declared  it  in  a  folemn  refolution  or  publick  fen- 
tence,  as  it  were  judicially,  paffed  upon  it ;  and 
this  they  difperfed  throughout  the  nation.  At  the 

time 
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tinie  they  puffed  the  decree,  with  the  fame  gra- 
vity they  ordered  this  fame  abfurd,  oppreflive, 
and  partial  tax  to  be  paid,  until  they  could  find  a 
revenue  to  replace  it.  .  The  confequence  was  in- 
evitable. The  provinces  which  had  been  always 
exempted  from  this  fait  monopoly,  fome  of  whom 
were  charged  with  other,  contributions,  perhaps 
equivalent,  were  totally  difinclined  to  bear  any 
part  of  the  burthen,  which  by  an  equal  diftribu- 
tion  was  to  redeem  the  others.  As  to  the  afiem- 
bly,  occupied  as  it  was  with  the  declaration  and 
violation  of  the  rights  of  men,  and  with  their  ar- 
rangements for  general  confufion,  it  had  neither 
leifure  nor  capacity  to  contrive,  nor  authority  to 
enforce  any  plan  of  any  kind  relative  to  the  re- 
placing the  tax  or  equalizing  it,  or  compenfating 
the  provinces,  or  for  conducting  their  minds  to  any 
fcheme  of  accommodation  with  the  other  diftri&s 
which  were  to  ,be  relieved. 

The  people  of  the  fait  provinces,  impatient  un- 
der taxes  damned  by  the  authority  which  had  di- 
rected their  payment,  very  foon  found  their  pa- 
tience exhaufled.  :  They  thought  themfelves  as 
ikilful  in  demolifliing  as  the  affembly  could  be. 
They  relieved  themfelves  by  throwing  off  the 
whole  burthen.  Animated  by  this  example,  each 
diftrict,  or  part  of  a  diftricl:,  judging  of  its  own 
grievance  by  its  own  feeling,  and  of  its  remedy 
by  its  own  opm'ion,  did  as  it  pleafed  with  other 
taxes. 
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We  are  next  to  fee  how  they  have  conduced 
themfelves  in  contriving  equal  impofitions,  pro- 
portioned to  the  means  of  the  citizens,  and  the 
leaft  likely  to  lean  heavy  on  the  active  capital  em- 
ployed  in  the  generation  of  that  private  wealth, 
from  whence  the  publick  fortune  muft  be  derived. 
By  fuffering  the  feveral  diftricls,  and  feveral  of 
the  individuals  in  each  diftricl:,  to  judge  of  what 
part  of  the  old  revenue  they  might  with-hold,  in- 
ftead  of  better  principles  of  equality,  a  new  in- 
equality  was  introduced  of  the  moft  oppreflive 
kind.  Payments  were  regulated  by  difpofitions. 
The  parts  of  the  kingdom  which  were  the  moft 
fubmiflive,  the  moft  orderly,  or  the  moft  affec- 
tionate to  the  commonwealth,  bore  the  whole 
burthen  of  the  ftate.  Nothing  turns  out  to  be  fo 
oppreflive  and  unjuft  as  a  feeble  government.  To 
fill  up  all  the  deficiencies  in  the  old  impofitions, 
and  the  new  deficiencies  of  every  kind  which 
were  to  be  expected,  what  remained  to  a  ftate 
without  authority  ?  The  national  aflembly  called 
for  a  voluntary  benevolence  ;  for  a  fourth  part  of 
the  income  of  all  the  citizens,  to  be  eftimated  on 
the  honour  of  thofe  who  were  to  pay.  They  ob- 
tained fomething  more  than  could  be  rationally 
calculated,  but  what  was,  far  indeed,  from  an* 
fwerable  to  their  real  neceifities,  and  much  lefs  to 
their  fond  expectations.  Rational  people  could 
have  hoped  for  little  from  this  their  tax  in  the  dif* 

guifs 
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guife  of  a  benevolence ;  a  tax  weak,  ineffective, 
and  unequal;  a  tax  by  which  luxury,  avarice,  and 
felfifhnefs  were  fcreened,  and  the  load  thrown 
upon  productive  capital,  upon  integrity,  genero- 
fity,  and  publick  fpirit — a  tax  of  regulation  upon 
virtue.  At  length  the  mafk  is  thrown  off,  and 
they  are  now  trying  means  (with  little  fuccefs)  of 
exacting  their  benevolence  by  force. 

This  benevolence,  the  ricketty  offspring  of  weak- 
nefs,  was  to  be  fupported  by  another  refource,  the 
twin  brother  of  the  fame  prolifick  imbecility. 
The  patriotick  donations  were  to  make  good  the 
failure  of  the  patriotick  contribution.  John  Doe 
was  to  become  fecurity  for  Richard  Roe.  By  this 
fcheme  they  took  things  of  much  price  from  the 
giver,  comparatively  of  fmall  value  to  the  receiver; 
they  ruined  feveral  trades ;  they  pillaged  the  crown 
of  its  ornaments,  the  churches  of  their  plate,  and 
the  people  of  their  perfonal  decorations.  The  in- 
vention of  thefe  juvenile  pretenders  to  liberty,  was 
in  reality  nothing  more  than  a  fervile  imitation  of 
one  of  the  pooreft  refources  of  doting  defpotifm. 
They  took  an  old  huge  full-bottomed  perriwig 
out  of  the  wardrobe  of  the  antiquated  frippery  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth,  to  cover  the  premature 
baldnefs  of  the  national  affembly.  They  produced 
this  old-fafhioned  formal  folly,  though  it  had  been 
fo  abundantly  expofed  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Duke 
de  Sit.  Simon,  if  to  reafonable-men  it  had  wanted 

any 
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any  arguments  to  difplay  its  mifchief  and  infufE- 
ciency.  A  device  of  the  /ame  kind,  was  tried  in 
my  memory  by  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  but  it  anfwer- 
.Cil  at  no  time.  However,  the  necdflities  of  ruin- 
ous wars  were  fome  excufe  for  defperate  projects. 
The  deliberations  of  calamity  are  rarely  wife.  But 
here  was  a  feafon  for  difpofition  and  providence. 
It  was  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  then  enjoyed 
ior  iive  years,  and  promifing  a  much  longer  con- 
tinuanccj  tjiat  they  had  recourfe  to  .this  defperate 
trifling^  They  were  fure  to- lofe  more  reputation 
by  fpcrtingj  in  their  fertous  nmation,  with  thefe 
toys  and  playthings  o£  finance,  which  have  filled 
half  their  journals,  than  could  pofftbly  be  com- 
penfatcd  by  the  poor  temporary  fupply  which  they 
afforded.  It  icemcd  as  if  thofe  who  adopted  fuch 
projecls  were  wholly  ignorant  of  their  circum- 
ilances,  or  'wholly  unequal  to  their  neceflities. 
\Vhatever  virtue  may  be  in  thefe  devices,  it  is 
obvious  that  neither  the  patriotick  gifts,  nor  the 
patriotiek  contribution,  can  ever  be  rcforted  to 
again.  The  refources  of  publick  folly  are  foon  ex- 
haufted.  The  whole  indeed  of  their  fcheme  of 
revenue  is  to  make,  by  any  artifice,  an  appearance 
pf  a  full  refervoir  for  the  hour,  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  they  cut  oil'  the  fprings  and  living  fountains 
of  perennial  fapply.  The  account  not  long  fince 
furnimed  by  Mr.  Necker  was  meant,  without 
queftion,  to  be  favourable.  He  gives  a  flattering 

view 
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•view  of  the  means  of  getting  through  the  year  ; 
but  he  exprefles,  as  it  is  natural  he  fliould,  fome 
apprehenfion  for  that  which  was  to  fucceed.  On 
this  laft  prognoftick,  inftead  of  entering  into  the 
grounds  of  this  appreheniion,  in  order  by  a  proper 
forefight,  to  prevent  the  prognofticated  evil,  Mr. 
Neckcr  receives  a  fort  of  friendly  reprimand  from 
the  president  of  the  affembly. 

As  to  their  other  fchemes  of  taxation,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  fay  any  thing  of  them  with  certainty  j 
becaufe  they  have  not  yet  had  their  operation  ; 
but  nobody  is  fo  fanguine  as  to  imagine  they  will 
fill  up  any  perceptible  part  of  the  wide  gaping 
breach  which  their  incapacity  has  made  in  their 
revenues.  At  prcfent  the  ftate  of  their  treafhiy 
finks  every  day  more  and  more  in  caih,  and  fweils 
more  and  more  in  fictitious  reprefentation.  When 
fo  little  within  or  without  is  now  found  but  pa- 
per, the  reprefentative  not  of  opulence  but  of 
Want,  the  creature  not  of  credit  but  of  power, 
they  imagine  that  our  ftonfHiimg  ftate  in  England 
is  owing  to  that  bankrpapei,  and  not  the  bank- 
paper  to  the  fiourifhing  condition  .o£  our  com- 
merce, to  the  ibliciky  of  our  credit,  and,  to  the 
total  exclufion  of  all  idea  of  power  from  any  pazt 
o£  the  tranfaclion.  They  forget  that,  in  England, 
not  one  milling  of  paper-money  of  any  defcription, 
is  received  but  of  choice  ;  that  the  whole  has  had 
its  origin  in  cam  actually  depofitecl ;  and  that  it 

is 


is  convertible,  at  pleafure,  in  an  inftant,  and  with- 
out the  fmalleft  lofs,  into  cafli  again.  Our  paper 
is  of  value  in  commerce,  becaufe  in  law  it  is  of 
none.  It  is  powerful  on  Change,  becaufe  in  Weft- 
minfter-hall  it  is  impotent.  In  payment  of  a  debt 
of  twenty  millings,  a  creditor  may  refufe  all  the 
paper  of  the  bank  of  England.  Nor  is  there 
amongft  us  a  fingle  publick  fecurity,  of  any  qua- 
lity or  nature  whatfoever,  that  is  enforced  by  au- 
thority* In  fact  it  might  be  eafily  ihewn,  that  our 
paper  wealth,  inftead  of  leffening  the  real  coin, 
has  a  tendency  to  encreafe  it  ;  inftead  of  being  a 
fubftitute  for  money,  it  only  facilitates  its  entry, 
its  exit,  and  its  circulation;  that  it  is  the  fymbol  of 
profperity,  and  not  the  badge  of  diftrefs.  Never 
was  a  fcarcity  of  cafli,  and  an  exuberance  of  paper, 
a  fubjecl:  of  complaint  in  this  nation. 

Well !  but  a  leffening  of  prodigal  expences,  and 
the  ceconomy  which  has  been  introduced  by  the 
virtuous  and  fapient  affembly,  makes  amends  for 
the  loffes  fuftained  in  the  receipt  of  revenue*  In 
this  at  leaft  they  have  fulfilled  the  duty  of  a  finan- 
cier.—Have  thofe,  who  fay  fo,  looked  at  the  ex- 
pences of  the  national  affembly  itfelf  ?  of  the  mu- 
nicipalities? of  the  city  of  Paris?  of  the  increafed 
pay  of  the  two  armies  ?  of  the  new  police  ?  of  the 
new  judicatures  ?  Have  they  even  carefully  com- 
pared the  prefent  penfion-lift  with  the  former  ? 
Thefe  politicians  have  been  cruel,  not  ceconomical. 

Comparing 
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Comparing  the  expences  of  the  former  prodigal 
government  and  its  relation  to  the  then  revenues 
with  the  expences  of  this  new  fyftem  as  oppofed 
to  the  ftate  of  its  new  treafury,  I  believe  the  pre- 
fent  will  be  found  beyond  all  comparifon  more 
chargeablei* 

It  remains  only  to  confider  the  proofs  of  finan- 
cial ability,  furnilhed  by  the  prefent  French  ma- 
nagers when  they  are  to  raife  fupplies  on  credit. 
Here  I  am  a  little  at  a  ftand ;  for  credit,  properly 
fpeaking,  they  have  none.  The  credit  of  the  an- 
tient  government  was  not  indeed  the  beft :  but 
they  could  always,  on  fome  terms,  comiir<*nd  mo- 

f 

*  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  I  have  but  lightly  touched 
(my  plan  demanded  nothing  more)  on  the  condition  of  th« 
French  Finances,  as  connected  with  the  demands  upon  them. 
Jf  I  had  intended  to  do  otherwife,  the  materials  in  my  hands 
for  fuch  a  taik  are  not  altogether  perfect.  On  this  fubject  I  refer 
the  reader  to  M.  de  Calonne's  work ;  and  the  tremendous  dif- 
play  that  he  has  made  of  the  havock  and  devaluation  in  the 
publick  eftate,  and  in  all  the  affairs  of  France,  caufed  by  the 
prefumptuous  good  intentions  of  ignorance  and  incapacity. 
Such  effects,  thofe  caufes  will  always  produce.  Looking  over 
that  account  with  a  pretty  ttrict  eye,  and,  with  perhaps  too 
much  rigour,  deducting  every  thing  which  may  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  a  financier  out  of  place,  who  might  be  fuppofed  by 
his  enemies  deiirous  of  making  the  moil  of  his  cauie,  I  believe 
it  will  be  found,  that  a  more  falutary  lefibn  of  caution  againft 
the  daring  fpirit  of  innovators  than  what  has  been  fupplied  at 
the  expence  of  France,  never  was  at  any  time  furniflied  to  man- 
kind. 

ney, 
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ney,  not  only  at  home,  but  from  mofl  of  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe  where  a  furplus  capital  was  accu- 
mulated ;  and  the  credit  of  that  government  wad 
improving  daily.  The  eftablimment  of  a  fyftem 
of  liberty  would  of  courfe  be  fuppofed  to  give  it 
new  ftrength ;  and  fo  it  would  actually  have  done^ 
if  a  fyftem  of  liberty  had  been  eftabliihed.  What 
offers  has  their  government  of  pretended  liberty 
had  from  Holland,  from  Hamburgh,  from  Swit- 
zerland, from  Genoa,  from  England,  for  a  deal- 
ing in  their  paper  ?  Why  mould  thefe  nations  of 
commerce  and  oeconomy  enter  into  any  pecuniary 
dealings  with  a  people  who  attempt  to  reverfe 
the  very  nature  of  things ;  amongft  whom  they  fee 
the  debtor  prefcribing,  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net, the  medium  of  his  folvency  to  the  creditor  ; 
difcharging  one  of  his  engagements  with  another  ; 
turning  his  very  penury  into  his  refource  j  and 
paying  his  intereft  with  his  rags  ? 

Their  fanatical  confidence  in  the  omnipotence 
of  church  plunder,  has  induced  thefe  philofophers 
to  overlook  all  care  of  the  publick  eftate*  juft  as 
the  dream  of  the  philofopher's  ftone  induces  dupes, 
under  the  more  plaufible  delufion  of  the  hermetick 
art,  to  neglect  all  rational  means  of  improving 
their  fortunes.  With  tfacfe  philofophick  finan- 
ciers, this  univerfal  medicine  made  of  church 
mummy  is  to  cure  all  the  evils  of  the  ftate. 
Thefe  gentlemen  perhaps  do  not  believe  a  great 
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deal  in  the  miracles  of  piety;  but  it  cannot  be 
queftioned,  that  they  have  an  uncloubting  faith  in 
the  prodigies  of  facrilege.  Is  there  a  debt  which 
preffes  them — <IiTue  ajfignats.  Are  compenfations 
to  be  made,  or  a  maintenance  decreed  to  thofe 
whom  they  have  robbed  of  their  ffeehold  in  their 
office,  or  expelled  from  their  profeflion — Ajfi-gnats. 
Is  a  fleet  to  be  fitted  out — Ajfignats.  If  fixteen 
millions  fterling  of  thefe  ajjlgnats^  forced  on  the 
people,  leave  the  wants  of  the  ftate  as  urgent  as 
ever — iffue,  fays  one,  thirty  millions 'fterling  o£ 
(iflignats—^fays  another,  iffue  fourfcore  millions 
more  of  a/fignats.  The  only  difference  among 
their  financial  factions  is  on  the  greater  or  the 
leffer  quantity  of  ajjignats  to  be  impofed  on  the 
publick  fufferance.  They  are  all  profeffors  of  af~ 
Jignats.  Even  thofe,  whofe  natural  good  fenfe  and 
knowledge  of  commerce,  not  obliterated  by  £hi- 
lofophy,  furnifh  decifive  arguments  againft  this 
delufion,  conclude  their  arguments,  by  propofing 
the  emiffion  of  affignats.  I  fuppofe  they  muft  talk 
of  affignats,  as'  no  other  language  would  be  under- 
ftood.  All  experience  of  their  inefficacy  does  not 
in  the  leaft  difcourage  them.  Are  the  old  ajfignats 
depreciated  at  market  ?  What  is  the  remedy  ? 
llTue  new  ajfignats. — Mais  ft  maladia,  opiniatria,  non 
vultfe  garire,  quid  illi  facere  ?  ajfignare — -pqftea  af- 
fignare;  enfuita  affignare.  The  word  is  a  trifle  al- 
tered/ The  Latin  of  your  prefent  doctors  may  be  , 
VOL.  V,  H  h  better 
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better  than  that  of  your  old  comedy ;  their  wif- 
dom,  and  the  variety  of  their  refources,  are  the 
fame.  They  have  not  more  notes  in  their  fong 
than  the  cuckow ;  though,  far  from  the  foftnefs 
of  that  harbinger  of  fummer  and  plenty,  their 
voice  is  as  harfh  and  as  ominous  as  that  of  the 
•raven. 

Who  but  the  moft  defperate  adventurers  in  phi- 
lofophy  and  finance  could  at  all  have  thought  of 
deftroying  the  fettled  revenue  of  the  ftate,  the  fole 
fecurity  for  the  publick  credit,  in  the  hope  of  re- 
building it  with  the  materials  of  confifcated  pro- 
perty ?  If,  however,  an  exceflive  zeal  for  the  ftate 
fhould  have  led  a  pious  and  venerable  prelate  (by- 
anticipation  a  father  of  the  church  *)  to  pillage  his 
own  order,  and,  for  the  good  of  the  church  and 
people,  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  place  of  grand 
•financier  of  confifcation,  and  comptroller  general 
of  facrilege,  he  and  his  coadjutors  were,  in  my 
opinion,  bound  to  fliew,  by  their  fubfequent  con- 
duct, that  they  knew  fomething  of  the  office  they 
affumed.  When  they  had  refolved  to  appropriate 
to  the  Fife,  a  certain  portion  of  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  their  conquered  country,  it  was  their  ^u- 
linefs  to  render  their  bank  a  real  fund  of  credit ; 
'as  far  as  fuch  a  bank  was  capable  of  becoming  fo. 

To  eftablifh  a  current  circulating  credit  upon 
any  Land-bank,  under  any  circumftances  whatfo- 

*  La  Bruyere  of  Boffuet. 
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fever,  has  hitherto  proved  difficult  at  the  very  leaft; 
The  attempt  has  commonly  ended  in  bankruptcy. 
But  when  the  afiembly  were  led,  through  a  con- 
tempt of  moral,  to  a  defiance  of  ceconomical  prin- 
ciples, it  might  at  leaft  have  been  expected,  that 
nothing  would  be  omitted  on  their  part  to  leflen 
this  difficulty,  to  prevent  any  aggravation  of  this 
bankruptcy.  It  might  be  expected  that  to  render 
your  Land-bank  tolerable,  every  means  would  be 
adopted  that  could  difplay  opennefs  and  candour 
in  the  ftatement  of  the  fecurity  j  every  thing  which 
could  aid  the  recovery  of  the  demand.  To  take 
things  in  their  moft  favourable  point  of  view, 
your  condition  was  that  of  a  man  of  a  large  landed 
eftate,  which  he  wiflied  to  difpofe  of  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  a  debt,  and  the  fupply  of  certain  fervices. 
Not  being  able  inftantly  to  fell,  you  wiihed  to 
mortgage^  What  would  a  man  of  fair  intentions, 
and  a  commonly  clear  underfianding,  do  in  fuch 
eircumftances  ?.  Ought  he  not  firft  to  afcertain 
the  grofs  value  of  the  eftate ;  the  charges  of  its 
management  and  difpofition ;  the  encumbrances 
perpetual  and  temporary  of  all  kinds  that  affect 
it ;  then,  ftriking  a  net  furplus,  to  calculate  the 
juft  value  of  the  fecurity  ?  When  that  furplus 
(the  only  fecurity  to  the  creditor)  had  been  clearly 
afcertained,  and  properly  veiled  in  the  hands  of 
truftees  j  then  he  would  indicate  the  parcels  to  be 
fold,  and  the  time,  and  conditions  of  fale  j  after 
Hh  2  this, 
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this,  he  would  admit  the  publick  creditor,  if  he 
chofe  it,  to  fubfcribe  his  flock  into  this  new  fund ; 
or  he  might  receive  propofals  for  an  affignat  from 
thofe  who  would  advance  money  to  purchafe  this 
fpecies  of  fecurity. 

This  would  be  to  proceed  like  men  of  bufmefs, 
methodically  and  rationally ;  and  on  the  only  prin- 
ciples of  publick  and  private  credit  that  have  an 
^xiftence.  The  dealer  would  then  know  exactly 
what  he  purchafed;  and  the  only  doubt  which 
could  hang  upon  his  mind  would  be,  the  dread  of 
the  refumption  of  the  fpoil,  which  one  day  might 
be  made  (perhaps  with  an  addition  of  punimrnent) 
from  the  facrilegious  gripe  of  thofe  execrable 
wretches  who  could  become  pur-chafers  at  the  auc- 
tion of  their  innocent  fellow-citizens. 

An  open  and  exact  ftatement  of  the  clear  value 
of  the  property,  and  of  the  time,  the  circum- 
ftances,  and  the  place  of  fale,  were  all  neceffary, 
to  efface  as  much  as  poffible  the  ftigma  that  has 
hitherto  been  branded  on  every  kind  of  Land- 
bank.  It  became  neceffary  on  another  principle, 
that  is,  on  account  of  a  pledge  of  faith  previoufly 
given  on  that  fubject,  that  their  future  fidelity  in 
a  flippery  concern  might  be  eflablimed  by  their 
adherence  to  their  firft  engagement^  When  they 
had  finally  determined  on  a  ftate  refourc*  from 
church  booty,  they  came,  on  the  i4th  of  April 
1790,  to  a  folemn  rcfolution  on  the  fubjecl ;  and 

pledged 
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pledged  themfelves  to  their  country,  "  that  in  the 
"  ftatement  of  the  publick  charges  for  each  year, 
"  there  mould  be  brought  to  account  a  fum  fuffi- 
"  cient  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  R.  C.  A. 
"  religion,  the  fiipport  of  the  minifters  at  the  al- 
"  tars,  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  penlions  to  the 
"  ecclefiafticks,  fecular  as  well  as  regular,  of  the 
"  one  and  of  the  other  fex,  in  order  that  the  ejlates 
"  and  goods  which  are  at  the  dlfpofal  of  the  nation  may 
"  be  dif engaged  of  all  charges,  and  employed  by  the 
"  reprefentativcs,  or  the  legiflati've  body,  to  the  great 
"  and  moft  preffmg  exigencies  of  the  Jlate"  They 
further  engaged,  on  the  lame  day,  that  the  fum 
neceffary  for  the  year  1791  fhould  be  forthwith 
determined. 

In  this  refolution  they  admit  it  their  duty  to 
fhew  diftincUy  the  expence  of  the  above  objects, 
which,  by  other  refolutions,  they  had  before  en- 
gaged fhould  be  firft  in  the  order  of  proviiion. 
They  admit  that  they  ought  to  mew  the  eftate 
clear  and  difengaged  of  all  charges,  and  that  they 
mould  mew  it  immediately.  Have  they  done  this 
immediately,  or  at  any  time  ?  Have  they  ever  fur- 
pifhed  a  rent-roll  of  the  immoveable  eftates,  or 
given  in  an  inventory  of  the  moveable  effects 
which  they  confifcate  to  their  affignats  ?  In  what 
manner  they  can  fulfil  their  engagements  of  hold- 
ing out  to  publick  fervice  "  an  eftate  difengag- 
*'  ed  Gf  all  charges,"  without  authenticating  the 

H  h  3  value 
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value  of  the  eftate,  or  the  quantum  of  the  charges* 
I  leave  it  to  their  Englifh  admirers  to  explain. 
Jnftantly  upon  this  affurance,  and  previoufly  to 
any  one  ftep  towards  making  it  good,  they  iffue, 
on  the  credit  of  fo  handfome  a  declaration,  fix- 
teen  millions  fterling  of  their  paper.  This  was 
manly.  Who,  after  this  mafterly  ftroke,  can  doubt 
of  their  abilities  in  finance  ? — But  then,  before  any 
other  emiffion  of  thefe  financial  indulgences,  they 
took  care  at  leaft  to  make  good  their  original  pro- 
mife ! — If  fuch  eftimate,  either  of  the  value  of  the 
eftate  or  the  -amount  of  the  incumbrances,  has 
been  made,  it  has  efcaped  me.  I  never  heard 
pf  it. 

At  length  they  have  fpoken  out,  and  they  have 
made  a  full  difcovery  of  their  abominable  fraud, 
in  holding  out  the  church  lands  as  a  fecurity  for 
any  debts  or  any  fervice  whatfoever.  They  rob 
only  to  enable  them  to  cheat ;  but  in  a  very  fhort 
time  they  defeat  the  ends  both  of  the  robbery  and 
the  fraud,  by  making  out  accounts  for  other  pur- 
pofes,  which  blow  up  their  whole  apparatus  of 
force  and  of  deception.  I  am  obliged  to  M.  de 
Calonne  for  his  reference  to  the  document  which 
proves  this  extraordinary  fact :  it  had  by  fomc 
means,  efcaped  me.  Indeed  it  was  not  neceflary 
to  make  out  my  affertion  as  to  the  breach  of  faith 
on  the  declaration  of  the  i4th  of  April  1790.  By 
a  report  of  their  committee  it  now  appears,  that 

the 
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the  charge  of  keeping  up  the  reduced  ecclefiaftical 
eftabliihments,  and  other  expences  attendant  on  . 
religion,  and  maintaining  the  religious  of  both 
fexes,  retained  or  penfioned,  and  the  other  con- 
comitant expences  of  the  fame  nature,  which  they 
have  brought  upon  themfelves  by  this  convulfion 
in  property,  exceeds  the  income  of  the  eflates  ac- 
quired by  it  in  the  enormous  fum  of  two  millions 
fterling  annually  ;  befides  a  debt  of  feven  millions 
and  upwards.  Thefe  are  the  calculating  powers 
of  impofture  !  This  is  the  finance  of  philofophy ! 
This  is  the  refult  of  all  the  delufions  held  out  to 
engage  a  miferable  people  in  rebellion,  murder, 
and  facrilege,  and  to  make  them  prompt  and  zea- 
lous inftruments  in  the  ruin  of  their  country ! 
Never  did  a  Hate,  in  any  cafe,  enrich  itfelf  by  the 
confifcations  of  the  citizens.  This  new  experi- 
ment has  fuccceded  like  all  the  reft.  Every  honeft 
mind,  every  true  lover  of  liberty  and  humanity 
rnuft  rejoice  to  find  that  injuftice  is  not  always 
good  policy,  nor  rapine  the  high  road  to  riches. 
I  fubjoiri  with  pleafure,  in  a  note,  the  able  and 
fpirited  obfervations  of  M.  de  Calonne  on  this  fubr 
jecl.* 

In 

*  "  Ce  n'eft  point  a  1'affemblee  entiere  que  je  m'adrefle  ici ; 
jc  ne  parle  qtta  ceux  qui  Tegarent,  en  lui  cachant  fous  des 
gazes  feduifantes  le  but  o-u  ils  1'entrament.  C'eft  a  eux  que  je 
d-is :  votre  objet,  vous  n'en  dilconviendrez  pas,  c'eft  d'oter  tout 
clpoir  au  clerge,  et  de  confommer  fa  ruine;  c'eft-la,  en  ne  vous 
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In  order  to  perfuade  the  world  of  the  bottom* 
lefs  refource  of  eccleiiaftical  confifcation,  the  afTem, 
bly  have  proceeded  to  other  cenfifcations  of  eftates 
in  offices,  which  could  not  be  done  with  any  com, 
mon  colour  without  being  compenfated  out  ot 
this  grand  confifcation  of  landed  property.  They 
have  thrown  upon  this  fund,  which  was  to  {hew  a_ 
furplus,  difengaged  of  all  charges,  a,  new  charge  ; 
namely,  the  compenfation  to  the  whole  body  of 
the  difbanded  judicature;  and  of  all  fuppreffed 
oflices  and  cftates ;  a  charge  which  I  cannot  afcer-. 

foupgonnar.t  d'aueune  corabinaifon  de  cupldite,  d'aucun  regard, 
furlejcu  des  efjets  publics,  c*eft-la  ce  qu'on  doit  croire  que 
Apjs  avez  en  vue  dans  la  terrible  operation  que  vous  propofez  ; 
c'cil  ce  qui  doit  en  etre  le  fruit.  Mais  le.  peuple  qui  vous  y  in- 
tereflez,  qud  avantage  peut-il  y  trouver?  En  vous  fervant  fans 
ccile  de  lui,  que  faites  vous  pour  Iv^i  ?  Rien,  abibluincnt  rica; 
et,  au  contraire,  vous  faites  ce  qui  ne  conduit  qu'a  raccabler  de 
pouvelles  cliarges.  -Vous  avez  rejete,  a  fon  prejudice,  une  offre 
de  400  i-riillions,  dot^t  I'acceptation  pouvoit  deyenir  un  moyea 
(fc  foulngeaicjit  en  fa  favour;  et  a  cette  reffource,  auffi  profitable 
que  legitime,  vous  avez  fubftitue  une  injuftlce  ruineufe,  qui,  da 
votre  propre  aveu,  charge  le  trefor  public,  et  parconfequent  le 
peuple,  d'uri  furproit  de  depenfe  annuelle  de  50  millioris  ai^ 
raoins,  et  d'un  rembouffe-ment  de  150  millions. 

"  Mallieurreux  peuple  !  voila  ce  que  vous  vaut  en  dernier  re- 
fultat  ^expropriation,  de  1'Eglife,  et  \a  durete  des  decrets  taxa- 
teurs  du  traitement  des  miniltres  d'une  religion  bienfaifante  ;  et 

O 

deformais  i^s  feront  a  votve  charge :  leurs  charite  foulageoient 
Its  pauvres  ;  et  vous  allez  etre  impofes  pour  fubvenir  a  !eur  en- 

tretien!" De  V Etat  ae  la  France,   p.  8.1.     See  alfo  p.  92» 

iiad  tl:p  follpwing  pages, 
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tain,  but  which  unqueftionably  amounts  to  many 
French  millions,  Another  of  the  new  charges,  is 
an  annuity  of  four,  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling.,  to  be  paid  (if  they  choofe  to  keep 
faith)  by  daily  payments,  for  the  intcreft  of  the 
ilrft  aflignats.  Have  they  ever  given  themfelves 
the  trouble  to  ftate  fairly  the  expence  of  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  church  lands  in  the  hands  of  the 
municipalities,  to  whofe  care,  fkill,  and  diligence, 
and  that  of  their  legion  of  unknown  under  agents, 
they  have  chofen  to  commit  the  charge  of  the  for- 
feited eftates,  and  the  confequence  of  which  had 
been  fo  ably  pointed  out  by  the  bifhop  of  Nancy  ? 
But  it  is  unneceiTary  to  dwell  on  thefe  obvious 
heads  of  incumbrance,  Have  they  made  out  any 
clear  Hate  of  the  grand  incumbrance  of  all,  I  mean 
the  whole  of  the  general  and  municipal  eftablilh- 
pients  of  all  forts,  and  compared  it  with  the  regu- 
lar income  by  revenue  ?  Every  deficiency  in  thefe 
becomes  a  charge  on  the  confifcated  eftate,  before 
the  creditor  can  plant  his  cabbages  on  an  acre  of 
church  property.  There  is  no  other  prop  than  this 
confiscation  to  keep  the  whole  ftate  from  tumbling 
to  the  ground.  In  this  fituation  they  have  pur- 
pofely  covered  all  that  they  ought  induftriqufly  to 
have  cleared,  with  a  thick  fog  ;  and  then,  blind- 
fold themfelves,  like  bulls  that  fhut  their  eyes 
when  they  pufii,  they  drive,  by  the  point  of  the 
Bayonets,  their  flaves,  blindfolded  indeed  no  worfe 

than 
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than  their  lords,  to  take  their  fictions  for  curren- 
cies, and  to  fwallow  down  paper  pills  by  thirty- 
four  millions  fterling  at  a  dofe.  Then  they  proudly 
lay  in  their  claim  to  a  future  credit,  on  failure  of 
all  their  paft  engagements,  and  at  a  time  when  (if 
in  fuch  a  matter  any  thing  can  be  clear)  it  is  clear 
that  the  furplus  eftates  will  never  anfwer  even  the 
firft  of  their  mortgages,  I  mean  that  of  the  four 
hundred  million  (or  fixteen  millions  fterling)  of 
effignats.  In  all  this  procedure  I  can  difcern  neither 
the  folid  fenfe  of  plain  dealing,  nor  the  fubtle  dex- 
terity of  ingenious  fraud.  The  objection  within 
the  affembly  to  pulling  up  the  flood-gates  for  this 
inundation  of  fraud,  are  unanfwered ;  but  they 
are  thoroughly  refuted  by  an  hundred  thoufand 
financiers  in  the  ftreet.  Thefe  are  the  numbers 
by  which  the  metaphyfick  arithmeticians  compute. 
Thefe  are  the  grand  calculations  on  which  a  philo- 
fbphical  publick  credit  is  founded  in  France.  They 
cannot  raife  fupplies;  but  they  can  raife  mobs. 
Let  them  rejoice  in  the  applaufes  of  the  club  at 
Dundee,  for  their  wifdom  and  patriotifm  in  hav- 
ing thus  applied  the  plunder  of  the  citizens  to  the 
fervice  of  the  ftate.  I  hear  of  no  addrefs  upon  this 
fubjecl  from  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  England ; 
though  their  approbation  would  be  of  a  little  more 
weight  in  the  fcale  of  credit  than  that  of  the  club 
at  Dundee.  But,  to  do  juftice  to  the  club,  I  be- 
lieve the  gentlemen  who  compofe  it  to  be  wifer 

thai) 
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than  they  appear  ;  that  they  will  be  lefs  liberal  of 
tLeir  money  than  of  their  addreffes  ;  and  that  they 
would  not  give  a  dog's  ear  of  their  moil  rumpled 
and  ragged  Scotch  paper  for  twenty  of  yourfairefi 
affignats. 

Early  in  this  year  the  affembly  ijjued  paper  to 
the  amount  of  fixteen  millions  fterling:  What 
muft  have  been  the  ftate  into  which  the  affembly 
has  brought  your  affairs,  that  the  relief  afforded 
by  fo  vaft  a  fupply  has  been  hardly  perceptible  ? 
This  paper  alfo  felt  an  almoft  immediate' deprecia- 
tion of  five  per  cent,  which  -in  a  little  time  came  to 
about  feven.  The  effect  of  thefe  affignats  on  the 
receipt  of  the  revenue  is  remarkable.  Mr.  Necker 
found  that  the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  who  re- 
ceived in  coin,  paid  the  treafury  in  affignats.  The 
collectors  made  feven  per  cent,  by  thus  receiving 
in  money,  and  accounting  in  depreciated  paper, 
It  was  not  very  difficult  to  forefee,  that  this  muft. 
be  inevitable.  It  was,  however,  not  the  lefs  em- 
barraffing.  Mr.  Necker  was  obliged  (I  believe, 
for  a  confiderable  part,  in  the  market  of  London) 
to  buy  gold  and  filver  for  the  mint,  which  amount- 
ed to  about  twelve  thoufand  pounds  above  the 
value  of  the  commodity  gained.  That  minifter 
was  of  opinion,  that  whatever  their  fecret  nutrir 
live  virtue  might  be,  the  ftate  could  not  live  upon 
djfignats  alone ;  that  fome  real  filver  was  neceffary, 
particularly  for  the  fatisfaction  of  thpfe,  who  hav- 
ing 
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ing  iron  in  their  hands,  were  not  likely  to  diflin- 
guifli  themfelves  for  patience,  when  they  fhould 
perceive  that  whilft  an  encreaie  of  pay  was  held 
out  to  them  in  real  money,  it  was  again  to  be 
fraudulently  drawn  back  by  depreciated  paper. 
The  minifter,.in  this  very  natural  diftrefs,  applied 
to  the  anembly,  that  they  mould  order  the  col- 
leclors  to  pay  in  fpecie  what  in  fpecie  they  had  re- 
ceived. It  could  not  efcape  him,  that  if  the  trea- 
fury paid  three  per  cent,  for  the  ufe  of  a  currency, 
which  mould  be  returned  feven  per  cent,  worfe 
than  the  minifter  iffued  it,  fuch  a  dealing  could 
not  very  greatly  tend  to  enrich  the  publick.  The 
aflembly  took  no  notice  of  his  recommendation. 
They  were  in  this  dilemma — If  they  continued  to 
receive  the  affignats,  cam  muft  become  an  alien  to 
their  treafury :  if  the  treafury  mould  refufe  thofe 
paper  amulets,  or  mould  difcountenance  them  in 
any  degree,  they  muft  deftroy  the  credit  of  their 
fole  refource.  They  feem  then  to  have  made  their 
option  ;  and  to  have  given  fome  fort  of  credit  to 
their  paper  by  taking  it  themfelves  ;  at  the  fame 
time  in  their  fpeeches  they  made  a  fort  of  fwagger- 
ing  declaration,  fomething,  I  rather  think,  above 
legiflative  competence ;  that  is,  that  there  is  no 
difference  in  value  between  metallick  money  and 
their  affignats.  This  was  a  good  ftout  proof  aiv 
tide  of  faith,  pronounced  under  an  anathema, 
by  the  venerable  fathers  of  this  philofophick 

fyncd. 
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fynod.     Crcdat  who -will — certainly  not  Judaus 
Apdla. 

A  noble  indignation  rifes  in  the  minds  of  your 
popular  leaders,  on  hearing  the  magick  lanthorn 
in  their  fhew  of  finance  compared  to  the  fraudu- 
lent exhibitions  of  Mr.  Law.  They  cannot  bear 
to  hear  the  fands  of  his  Mifllffippi  compared  with 
the  rock  of  the  church,  on  which  they  build  their 
fyftem.  Pray  let  them  fupprefs  this  glorious  fpirit, 
until  they  fhew  to  the  world  what  piece  of  folid 
ground  there  is  for  their  aflignats,  which  they 
have  not  pre-occupied  by  6ther  charges.  They  4o 
injuftice  to  that  great,  mother  fraud,  to  compare 
it  with  their  degenerate  imitation.  It  is  not  true 
that  Law  built  folely  on  a  fpeculation  concerning 
the  Miffiffippi.  He  added  the  Eaft  India  trade  ;  he 
added  the  African  trade ;  he  added  the  farms  of 
all  the  farmed  revenue  of  France.  All  thefe  to- 
gether unqueftionably  could  not  fupport  the  flruc- 
ture  which  the  publick  enthufiafm,  not  he,  chofe 
to  build  upon  thefe  bafes.  But  thefe  were,  how- 
ever, in  comparifon,  generous  delufions.  They 
fuppofed,  and  they  aimed  at  an  increafe  of  the 
commerce  of  France.  They  opened  to  it  the  whole 
range  of  the  two  hemifpheres.  They  did  not  think 
of  feeding  France  from  its  own  fubflance.  A  grand 
imagination  found  in  this  flight  of  commerce 
fomething  to  captivate.  It  was  wherewithal  to 
dazzle  the  eye  of  an  eagle.  It  was  not  made  to 

entice 
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entice  the  fmell  of  a  mole,  nuzzling  and  burying 
himfelf  in  his  mother  earth,  as  yours  is.  Men 
were  not  then  quite  fhrunk  from  their  natural 
dimcnfions  by  a  degrading  and  fordid  philofophy, 
and  fitted  for  low  and  vulgar  deceptions.  Above 
all  remember,  that  in  impofing  on  the  imagina- 
tion, the  then  managers  of  the  fyftcm  made  a  com- 
pliment to  the  freedom  of  men.  In  their  fraud 
there  was  no  mixture  of  force.  This  was  referved 
to  our  time,  to  quench  the  little  glimmerings  of 
reafon  which  might  break  in  upon  the  folid  dark- 
nefs  of  this  enlightened  age. 

On  recollection,  I  have  faid  nothing  of  a 
fcheme  of  finance  which  may  be  urged  in  fa- 
vour of  the  abilities  of  thefe  gentlemen,  and 
which  has  been  introduced  with  great  pomp, 
though  not  yet  finally  adopted  in  the  national  af- 
fembly.  It  comes  with  fomething  folid  in  aid  of 
the  credit  of  the  paper  circulation  ;  and  much  has 
been  faid  of  its  utility  and  its  elegance.  I  mean 
the  project  for  coining  into  money  the  bells  of  the 
fupprefled  churches.  This  is  their  alchymy.  There 
are  fome  follies  which  baffle  argument ;  which  go 
beyond  ridicule ;  and  which  excite  no  feeling  in 
us  but  difguft ;  and  therefore  I  lay  no  more  upon 
it. 

It  is  as  little  worth  remarking  any  farther  upon 
all  their  drawing  and  re-drawing,  on  their  circula- 
tion for  putting  off  the  evil  day,  on  the  play  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  treafury  and  the  Caiffe  d'Efcompte^  and 
on  all  thefe  old  exploded  contrivances  of  mercan- 
tile fraud,  now  exalted  into  policy  of  ftate.  The 
revenue  will  not  be  trifled  with.  The  prattling 
about  the  rights  of  men  will  not  be  accepted  in 
payment  for  a  bifcuit  or  a  pound  of  gun-powder. 
Here  then  the  metaphyficians  defcend  from  their 
airy  fpeculations,  and  faithfully  follow  examples. 
What  examples  ?  the  examples  of  bankrupts.  But 
defeated,  baffled,  difgraced,  when  their  breath, 
their  ftrength,  their  inventions,  their  fancies  defert 
them,  their  confidence  ftill  maintains  its  ground. 
In  the  manifefl  failure  of  their  abilities  they  take 
credit  for  their  benevolence.'  When  the  revenue 
difappears  in  their  hands,  they  have  the  prefump- 
tion,  in  fome  of  their  late  proceedings,  to  value 
thcmfehes  on  the  relief  given  to  the  people.  They 
did  not  relieve  the  people.  If  they  entertained 
fuch  intentions,  why  did  they  order  the  obnoxious 
taxes  to  be  paid  ?  The  people  relieved  themfelves 
in  fpite  of  the  afiembly. 

But  waving  all  difcuffion  on  the  parties, who  may 
claim  the  merit  of  this  fallacious  relief,  has  there 
been,  in  effect,  any  relief  to  the  people  in  any 
form  ?  Mr.  Bailly,  one  of  the  grand  agents  of  pa- 
per circulation,  lets  you  into  the  nature  of  this 
relief.  His  fpeech  to  the  national  aflembly  con- 
tained an  high  and  laboured  panegyrick  on  the 
inhabitants  of  Paris  for  the  conftancy  and  unbro- 
ken 
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ken  rcfolution  with  which  they  have  borne  their 
diftrefs  and  mifcry.     A  fme  picture  of  publick  fe- 
licity !     What !  great  courage  and  unconquerable 
iirnmcfs  of  mind  to  endure  benefits,  and  fuitain 
jvdrcfs !     One  would  think  from  the  fpeech  of 
this  learned  lord  mayor,  that  the  Pari flans,  for 
this  twelvemonth   paft,   had  been  fuffering   the 
limits  of  fome  dreadful  blockade  ;  that  Henry  the* 
Fourth  had  been  Hopping  up  the  avenues  to  their 
iupply,  and  Sully  thundering  with  his  ordnance 
at  the  gates  of  Paris  ;  when  in  reality  they  are  be- 
iieged  by  no  other  enemies  than  their  own  mad- 
nefs  and  folly,  their  own  credulity  and  perverfe- 
nefs.     But  Mr.  Bailly  will  fooner  thaw  the  eternal 
ice  of  his  atlantic  regions,  than  reflore  the  cen- 
tral heat  to  Paris,  whilft  it  remains  "  fmitten  with 
"  the  cold,  dry,  petrifick  mace"  of  a  falfe  and  un- 
feeling philofophy.     Some  time  after  this  fpeech, 
that  is,  on  the  thirteenth  of  laft  Auguft,  the  fame 
magiftrate,  gi\ring  an  account  of  his  government 
at  the  bar  of '  the  fame  affembly,  expreffes  him- 
felf  as  follows;  "  In  the  month  of  July  1789," 
[the  period  of  everlafting  commemoration]  "  the 
"  finances  of  the  city  of  Paris  were  yet  in  good  or- 
"  der  ;  the  expenditure  was  counterbalanced  by 
"  the  receipt,  and  fhe  had  at  that  time  a  million" 
[forty  thoufand  pounds  ftcrlingj  "  in  bank.    The 
"  cxpences   which  me   has   been   conftrained  to 
"  incur,  fubfequent  to  the   revolution,    amount    to 

"  3,500,000 
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"  2,500,000  livres.  From  thefe  expences,  and  the 
"  great  falling  off  in  the  product  of  the  free  gifts, 
"  not  only  a  momentary,  but  a  total  want  of  mo- 
"  ney  has  taken  place."  This  is  the  Paris  upon 
whofe  nouriihment,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year, 
fuch  immenfe  fums,  drawn  from  the  vitals  of  all 
France,  has  been  expended.  As  long  as  Paris 
{lands  in  the  place  of  antient  Rome,  fo  long  me 
will  be  maintained  by  the  fubjecl:  provinces.  It  is 
an  evil  inevitably  attendant  on  the  dominion  of 
fovereign  democratick  republicks.  As  it  happen- 
ed in  Rome,  it  may  furvive  that  republican  domi- 
nation which  gave  rife  to  it.  In  that  cafe  defpo- 
tifm  itfelf  muft  fubmit  to  the  vices  of  popularity. 
Rome,  under  her  emperors,  united  the  evils  of 
both  fyftems ;  and  this  unnatural  combination 
was  one  great  caufe  of  her  ruin. 

To  tell  the  people  that  they  are  relieved  by  the 
dilapidation  of  their  publick  eftate,  is  a  cruel  and 
infolent  impolition.  Statefmen,  before  they  va- 
lued themfelves  on  the  relief  given  to  the  people 
by  the  deftruction  of  their  revenue,  ought  firft  to 
have  carefully  attended  to  the  folution  of  this 
problem : — Whether  it  be  more  advantageous  to 
the  people  to  pay  confiderably,  and  to  gain  in  pro- 
portion ;  or  to  gain  little  or  nothing,  and  to  be 
difburthened  of  all  contribution  ?  My  mind  is 
made  up  to  decide  in  favour  of  the  firft  propofi- 
tion.  Experience  is  with  me,  and,  I  believe,  the 
beft  opinions  alfo.  To  keep  a  balance  between  the 
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power  of  acquisition  on  the  part  of  the  fubjecV, 
and  the  demands  he  is  to  anf\ver  on  the  part  of 
the  ftate,  is  a  fundamental  part  of  the  {kill  of  a 
true  politician.  The  means  of  acquifition  are  prior 
in  time  and  in  arrangement.  Good  order  is  the 
foundation  of  all  good  things.  To  be  enabled  to 
acquire,  the  people,  without  being  fervile,  muft 
be  tractable  and  obedient.  The  magiftr.ite  muft 
have  his  reverence,  the  laws  their  authority.  The 
body  of  the  people  muft  not  find  the  principles  of 
natural  fubordinatkm  by  art  rooted  in  out  their 
minds.  They  muft  refpect  that  property  of  which 
they  cannot  partake.  They  muft  labour  to  obtain 
what  by  labour  can  be  obtained ;  and  when  they 
find,  as  they  commonly  do,  the  fuccefs  difpropor- 
tioiicd  to  the  endeavour,  they  muft  be  taught  their 
confolation  in  the  final  proportions  of  eternal  juf- 
tice.  Of  this  confolation,  whoever  deprives  them, 
deadens  their  induftry,  and  ftrikes  at  the  root  of 
all  acquifition  as  of  all  confervation.  He  that  does 
this  is  the  cruel  oppreffor,  the  mercilefs  enemy  of 
the  poor  and  wretched ;  at  the  fame  time  that  by 
his  wicked  fpeculations  he  expofes  the  fruits  of 
fuccefsful  induftry,  and  the  accumulations  of  for- 
tune, to  the  plunder  of  the  negligent,  the  difap- 
pointed,  and  the  unprofperous. 

Too  many  of  the  financiers  by  profeillon  are 
apt  to  fee  nothing  in  revenue  but  banks,  and  cir- 
culations, and  annuities  on  lives,  and  tontines,  and 
perpetual  rents,  and  all  the  fmall  wares  of  the 
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fhop.  Tn  a  fettled  order  of  the  ftate,  thefe  things 
are  not  ro  be  flighted,  nor  is  the  (kill  in  them  to 
be  held  of  trivial  eftimation.  They  are  good,  but 
then  only  good,  when  they  affume  the  effects  of 
that  fettled,  order,  and  are  built  upon  it.  But  when 
men  think  that  thefe  beggarly  contrivances  may 
fupply  a  refource  for  the  evils  which  refult  from 
breaking  up  the  foundations  of  publick  order,  and 
from  caufing  or  fuftering  the  principles  of  pro- 
perty to  be  fubverted,  they  will,  in  the  ruin  of 
their  country,  leave  a  melancholy  and  lafting  mo- 
nument of  the  effect  of  prepofterous  politicks, 
and  prefumptuous,  iliort-fighted,  narrow-minded 
wifdom. 

The  effects  of  the  incapacity  fhewn  by  the  po- 
pular leaders  in  all  the  great  members  of  the  com- 
monwealth are  to  be  covered  with  the  "  all-aton- 
"  ing  name"  of  liberty.  In  fome  people  I  fee  great 
liberty  indeed ;  in  marry,  if  not  in  the  moft,  an 
oppreilive  degrading  fervitude.  But  what  is  \ir 
berry  without  wifdom,  and  without  virtue  ?  It  is 
the  greateft  of  all  poffible  evils ;  for  it  is  folly,  vice, 
and  madnefs,  without  tuition  or  reftraint.  Thofe 
who  know  what  virtuous  liberty  is,  cannot  bear 
to  fee  it  difgraced  by  incapable  heads,  on  account 
of  their  having  high -founding  words  in  their 
mouths.  Grand,  fweliing  fentiments  of  liberty, 
I  am  fure  I  do  not  defpife.  They  warm  the  heart; 
they  enlarge  and  liberalize  our  minds  ;  they  ani- 
mate our  courage  in  a  time  of  conflict.  Old  as  I 
I  i  2  am, 
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am,  I  read  the  fine  raptures  of  Lucan  and  Corneille 
with  pleafure.     Neither  do  I  wholly  condemn  the 
little  arts  and  devices  of  popularity.     They  facili- 
tate the  carrying  of  many  points  of  moment ;  they 
keep  the  people  together  ;  they  refrefh  the  mind 
in  its  exertions ;  and  they  diffuie  occafional  gaiety 
over  the  fever e  brow  of  moral  freedom.     Every 
politician  ought  to  facrifice  to  the  graces  ;  and  to 
join  compliance  with  reafon.     But  in  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking as  that  in  France,  all  thefe  fubfidiary 
fentiments  and  artifices  are  of  little  avail.     To 
make  a  government  requires  no  great  prudence. 
Settle  the  feat  of  power ;  teach  obedience :  and  the 
work  is  done.    To  give  freedom  is  (till  more  eafy. 
It  is  not  neceflary  to  guide ;  it  only  requires  to  let 
go  the  rein.     But  to  form  a.  free  government;  that 
is,  to  temper  together  thefe  oppofite  elements  of 
liberty  and  reftraint  in  one  confiftent  work,  re- 
quires much  thought,  deep  reflection,  a  fagacious, 
powerful  and  combining  mind.     This  I  do  not 
find  in  thofe  who  take  the  lead  in  the  national 
aflembly.     Perhaps  they  are  not  fo  miferably  de- 
ficient as  they  appear,  I  rather  believe  it.  It  would 
put  them  below  the  common  level  of  human  un- 
derftanding.    But  when  the  leaders  choofe  to  make 
themfelves  bidders  at  an  auction  of  popularity^ 
their  talents,  in  the  conftruction  of  the  ftate,  will 
be  of  no  fervice.     They  will  become  flatterers  in- 
ftead  of  legiflators ;  the  inftruments,  not  the  guides 
of  the  people.     If  any  of  them  {hould  happen  to 
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propofe  a  fcheme  of  liberty,  foberly  limited,  and 
defiiied  with  proper  qualifications,  he  will  be  im- 
mediately outbid  by  his  competitors,  who  will 
produce  fomething  more  fplendidly  popular.  Suf- 
picions  will  be  raifed  of  his  fidelity  to  his  caufe. 
Moderation  will  be  ftigmatized  as  the  virtue  of 
cowards ;  and  compromife  as  the  prudence  of  trai- 
tors; until,  in  hopes  of  preferring  the  credit  which 
may  enable  him  to  temper  and  moderate  on  fome 
occafions,  the  popular  leader  is  obliged  to  become 
active  in  propagating  doctrines,  and  eftablifhing 
powers,  that  will  afterwards  defeat  any  fober  pur- 
pofe  at  which  he  ultimately  might  have  aimed. 

But  am  I  fo  tmreafonable  as  to  fee  nothing  at  all 
that  deferves  commendation  in  the  indefatigable 
labours  of  this  affembly?  I  do  not  deny  that 
among  an  infinite  number  of  acts  of  violence  and 
folly,  fome  good  may  have  been  done.  They  who 
deftroy  every  thing  certainly  will  remove  fome 
grievance.  They  who  make  every  thing  new, 
have  a  chance  that  they  may  eftablifh  fomething 
beneficial.  To  give  them  credit  for  what  they 
have  done  in  virtue  of  the  authority  they  have 
ufurped,  or  which  can  excufe  them  in  the  crimes 
by  which  that  authority  has  been  acquired,  it  mull 
appear,  that  the  fame  things  could  not  have  been 
accomplimed  without  producing  fuch  a  revolution. 
Moil  affuredly  they  might ;  becaufe  almoft  every 
one  of  the  regulations  made  by  them,  which  is  not 
very  equivocal,  was  either  in  the  ceflion  of  the 

king, 
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king,  voluntarily  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  ftates, 
or  in  the  concurrent  inftru&ions  to  the  orders. 
Some  ufages  have  been  abolifhed  on  juft  grounds  ; 
but  they  were  fuch,  that  if  they  had  flood  as  they 
were  to  all  eternity,  they  would  little  detract  from 
the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  any  ftate.  The 
improvements  of  the  national  affembly  are  fuper- 
ficial,  their  errors  fundamental. 

Whatever  they  are,  I  wifh  my  countrymen  rar 
ther  to  recommend  to  our  neighbours  the  example 
of  the  Britifh  cojiftitution,  than  to  take  models 
from  them  for  the  improvement  of  our  own.  In 
the  former  they  have  got  an  invaluable  treafure, 
They  are  not,  I  think,  without  fome  caufes  of  ap- 
prehenfion  and  complaint ;  but  thefe  they  do  not 
owe  to  their  conftitution,  but  to  their  own  con- 
ducl:.  I  think  our  happy  fituation  owing  to  our 
conftitution  j  but  owing  to  the  whole  of  it,  and 
not  to  any  part  fingly ;  owing  in  a  great  meafure 
to  what  we  have  left  ftanding  in  our  feveral  re- 
views and  reformations,  as  well  as  to  what  \ve  have 
altered  or  fuperadded.  Our  people  will  find  em- 
ployment enough  for  a  truly  patriotick,  free,  and 
independent  fpirit,  in  guarding  what  they  poifefs 
from  violation.  I  would  not  exclude  alteration 
neither ;  but  even  when  I  changed,  it  fhould  be 
to  preferve.  I  fhould  be  led  to  my  remedy  by  a 
great  grievance.  In  what  I  did,  I  mould  follow 
the  example  of  our  anceftors.  I  would  make  the 
reparation  as  nearly  as  poffible  in  the  ftyle  of  the 

building. 
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building*  A  politick  cau'tion,  a  guarded  circum- 
fpeclion,  a  moral  rather  than  a  complexional  timi- 
dity were  among  the  ruling  principles  of  our  fore- 
fathers in  their  moft  decided  conduct*  Not  being 
illuminated  with  the  light  of  which  the  gentlemen 
of  France  tell  us  they  have  got  fo  abundant  a  mare, 
they  acted  under  a  ftrong  impreflion  of  the  igno- 
rance and  fallibility  of  mankind.  He  that  had 
made  them  thus  fallible,  rewarded  them  for  hav- 
ing in  their  conduct  attended  to  their  nature*  Let 
us  imitate  their  caution,  if  we  wifh  to  dcferve  their 
fortune,  or  to  retain  their  bcquefts.  Let  us  add, 
if  we  pleafe,  but  let  us  preferve  what  they  have 
left ;  and,  {landing  on  the  firm  ground  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  conftitution,  let  us  be  fatisfied  to  admire,  ra- 
ther than  attempt  to  follow  in  their  defperatc 
flights  the  aeronauts  of  France. 

I  have  told  you  candidly  my  fentiments.  I  think 
they  are  not  likely  to  alter  yours.  I  do  not  know 
that  they  ought.  You  are  young;  you  cannot 
guide,  but  muft  follow  the  fortune  of  your  coun- 
try. But  hereafter  they  may  be  of  fome  ufe  to 
you,  in  fome  future  form  which  your  common- 
wealth may  take.  In  the  prefent  it  can  hardly  re- 
main ;  but  before  its  final  fettlement  it  may  b£ 
obliged  to  pafs,  as  one  of  our  poets  fays,  6S  through 
**  great  varieties  of  untried  beiag,"  and  in  all  its 
tranfmigrations  to  be  purified  by  fire  and  blood. 

I  have  little  to  recommend  my  opinions  but 
long  observation  and  much  impartiality.  They 

come 
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come  from  one  who  hate  been  no  tool  of  power, 
no  flatterer  of  greatnefs  ;  and  who  in  his  laft  acts 
does  not  wifh  to  belye  the  tenour  of  his  life.  They 
come  from  one,  almoft  the  whole  of  whofe  pub- 
lick  exertion  has  been'  a  flruggle  for  the  liberty  of 
others;  from  one  in  whofe  breaft  no  anger  durable 
or  vehement  has  ever  been  kindled,  but  by  what 
he  confidered  as  tyranny;  and  who  matches  from 
his  {hare  in  the  endeavours  which  are  ufed  by 
good  men  to  difcredit  opulent  oppreffion,  the 
hours  he  has  employed  on  your  affairs  ;  and  who 
in  fo  doing  perfuades  himfelf  he  has  not  departed 
from  his  ufual  office :  they  come  from  one  who 
defires  honours,  diftinclions,  and  emoluments,  but 
little ;  and  who  expecls  them  not  at  all ;  who  has 
no  contempt  for  fame,  and  no  fear  of  obloquy ; 
who  fliuns  contention,  though  he  will  hazard  an 
opinion :  from  one  who  wifhes  to  preferve  con- 
iiftency ;  but  who  would  preferve  confiftency  by 
varying  his  means  to  fecure  the  unity  of  his  end ; 
and,  when  the  equipoife  of  the  veffel  in  which  he 
fails  may  be  endangered  by  overloading  it  upon 
one  fide,  is  defirous  of  carrying  the  fmall  weight 
of  his  reafons  to  that  which  may  preferve  its  equi- 
poife. 

THE  END  OF  THE  FIFTH  VOLUME. 
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